


Introduction

Oregon State University Extension Service is pleased to share with you a tremendous teaching
resource for 4th and 5th grade classes. This unique curriculum, “The Incredible Egg,” integrates
the concepts of chick embryology into easy-to-use math, science, and language arts lesson plans.
In addition, lessons for this curriculum have been linked to “content standards” (as identified in the
Oregon Department of Education publication, Content Standards, Science [draft], March 1996), in an
“at-a-glance” curriculum matrix. A summary of the significant 4-H life skill outcomes that are targeted
for each lesson also is provided.

The lesson plans in this package are designed to be used in sequence or as independent lessons
within your classroom curriculum. For example, you may use the lesson plans to address specific math,
science, and language arts concepts, or as a combined unit on chick embryology. Teachers using these
materials as a chick embryology unit are provided a post-test to measure student achievement, and a
certificate of participation for students in this 4-H program.

One of the unique features of this curriculum is that you do not have to incubate eggs to achieve
the learning objectives. However, teachers who wish to incubate fertilized eggs to increase student
interest in the subject are encouraged to contact the local Extension Service for assistance. They can
help you locate fertilized eggs and an incubator. In fact, many county Extension offices offer training
programs for conducting a classroom chick embryology program. Specific information on the operation
of incubators and the hatching of chicks is contained with the Support Materials in the Appendix of this
handbook.
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Significant 4-H Life Skill Outcomes

Life Skill Areas Targeted Lessons
1 2 3 4

Learning to Learn

Developing intellectual curiosity v
Learning through experience v v 4 4
Learning by using the five senses v
Leading Self and Others

Working on a team v
Identifying one’s own competencies

SN

Relating to Others
Trusting one’s self and others
Accepting diversity

AN

Communicating with Others

Disagreeing and refusing v
Speaking before a group v
Creative expression

S

Planning and Organizing
Setting short-term goals v
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