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In the garden

Western Tent Caterpillar
[image: image9.wmf]Parts of Columbia County are inundated with one of the largest Western tent caterpillar populations in the last 20 years. The Rainier/Apiary/ Alston Mayger areas are especially hard hit. These very hungry caterpillars have consumed almost all the leaves from many alder, willow, poplar, and apple family trees and are now looking for other less favorite food. In affected areas, they are dropping by the millions onto lawns, houses, and cars in search of leftover leaves. One caller described her lawn as a wriggling mass of these caterpillars. She was not amused. Some weddings had to be moved inside. One caller described taking five-gallon buckets full from their gutters. Soon the caterpillars will stop eating, spin a cocoon, and in about three weeks, emerge as the adult moths. These moths fly around (watch your evening lights), mate, lay eggs on twigs, and then die. It’s a rather short adulthood but that’s the way it is with the Western tent caterpillar. The eggs stay glued to twigs until next spring when they hatch and the caterpillars emerge, determined to feed.

For most trees that are defoliated by their feeding, there will be little permanent damage. Deciduous trees have latent buds where each leaf joins the stem. When the caterpillar chomps down the leaf, a signal is sent for the bud to start growing into a new leaf.  It has been my experience that a completely defoliated alder forest may not show any signs of the earlier feeding frenzy 5-6 weeks after it stops. There probably is a little tree growth reduction but that wouldn’t be perceptible to most people. Trees that are already stressed and weak could die from the heavy feeding. But this is a natural part of the thinning/wedding out process. The caterpillar poop is a food fertilizer for the forest floor and some trees or shrubs suppressed by the tree canopy may grow a little more in heavy tent caterpillar outbreaks, assuming that they weren’t also on the menu.

The caterpillar population explosion slows down of its own accord. There are some birds that can tolerate their hairy exteriors and they do well in these years. A fly likes to lay it eggs into the body of the unsuspecting caterpillars. The population also contains the seeds of its own destruction in the mix of disease causing organisms (bacteria and viruses) that amplify during heavy caterpillar years.

Bottom line is that generally, no intervention is necessary. And it is sort of cool to see nature so over the top. There is another tent caterpillar, the fall webworm, which will show up in about six-eight weeks.

Herbicides
For a long time, gardeners had relatively few choices in herbicide types. The most widely used are the lawn herbicides and the “Roundup” products. The lawn herbicides didn’t kill grass but did affect broadleaf plants. With one exception, they were not absorbed through roots, just leaves. The other major product type was glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup™ and other products. It is a non-selective herbicide effective on both grass and broadleaves. It also has to be absorbed through leaves or green stems and is not taken up through roots.

[image: image10.wmf]I have just come back from my second garden where desirable woody plants have been damaged by herbicides. In both cases, the products used are herbicide mixtures of two or more active ingredients that are being sold in hardware/big box retail stores and garden centers. The direct cause of plant damage in both cases was root uptake of one of the ingredients in the herbicide mix. 
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The reason these products are being misused (for there is no better word for it) is that the labeling on the container doesn’t describe in big print the potential for damage to plants through root uptake!  One of the ingredients in both these mixes persists in the soil and can be taken up by roots. If you read through the microprint on the label, you may come to a sentence like “do not apply within 25 feet of the trunk of a tree”. But few gardeners get that far. The promise of  “season-long weed control” seems too good to pass up.  

The product most commonly involved in these problems contains glyphosate which doesn’t cause plant damage through roots and imazapyr which definitely damages roots and entire trees and shrubs.

The label does indicate that the product is best used on gravel driveways and places where you want persistent vegetation control. But in our clay soil types, tree roots tend to grow wide rather than deep. It is common for tree roots to extend way beyond the dripline of the tree. But the larger problem is that the product has an ingredient (glyphosate)  that many gardeners have been using successfully (and without this kind of damage) for years. But with the new mix, the way the product works has been changed completely and that is not clear at all until you get to the label fine print. More descriptive labeling might have been better.

Another mix that has diquat (a contact herbicide), fluazifop (a grass controlling herbicide) and dicamba (a persistent and root absorbed broadleaf herbicide) has produced similar impacts on non-target trees and shrubs.

So before you buy and use an herbicide, please read all of the label and ask questions of the store staff if you see something that you don’t understand. If you have specific questions, please call the office. 

Spotted wing drosophila season
Spotted wing drosophila populations were high last year. It is unclear if the cold winter knocked the populations back or not. The largest percentage of our population is supported by the fruit of wild blackberries and perhaps by the cover the clumps provide. Perimeter control of wild blackberries may reduce the problem. So will removal and destruction of all dropped, damaged and/or overripe soft fruit including blueberries, cultivated blackberry types, and raspberries.  Since the insect prefers fruit just ripe, get it picked at the right stage before eggs are laid in it.  So far, late season blueberry, blackberry, and raspberry varieties have been the most afflicted.

Vinegar traps placed in your small fruit area will capture some flies and indicate the population ebb and flow. Spinosad-based products still are the best SWD insecticide choices for home gardeners. For more information, go to  http://spottedwing.org/ 
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Help Wanted:  Eating Machines 

Part of the fun of raising active and curious little boys is getting to share the outdoors with them.  When they were little, my boys always loved running, jumping, climbing, getting into mud, digging in the dirt, playing with snakes, and trapping insects.  We’ve had ant farms.  We’ve had pill bug habitats.  We’ve had lady bugs and aphids together in jars, mosquito larvae in bottles, and snakes in containers.  As a nature and science lover, I enjoy our little “experiments.”  I absolutely draw the line at spiders, however.  
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I recently put together a large “bug keeper” to help my garden.  I have been composting for years, and have two composters—one that just sits, and one that you turn with a crank.  So I decided I need yet another compost bin.  This one is just for the worms.   

The red wriggler worm, Eisenia fetida, is an eating machine.  One pound of these worms—one to two thousand of them, will eat their way through seven pounds of fruit and vegetable waste a week.  They are also very good at, um, leaving behind what they’ve digested, shall we say.

Worm composting—called “vermiculture”—is using worms to convert organic matter into usable material, called worm castings.  The worms eat your kitchen waste, and leave behind a rich material full of humus and nutrients.  The castings can be used in the garden, on houseplants and on seedlings.  It’s time to harness the eating power of these worms and reap the reward.

The worm composting systems I found in catalogs were expensive, so, being the frugal (read cheap) person I am, I built my own.  Worm composting can be done in one wide, shallow container, but I knew I wanted a layered bin system, so I could collect the castings easier.   Originally, I was going to build it from 2x4s and hardware cloth.  However, I couldn't come up with a suitable bottom for what I had planned.  Instead, I went out and bought five plastic bins—the kind that you might store Christmas decorations in—and drilled a grid of 1/2” holes in the bottoms of all but one.  Then I put a few blocks in the bottom of the one with no holes, for drainage.  The next bin went into that one, and was filled with about four inches of compost, with as many worms as I could find.  Another bin nested inside that one, and kitchen scraps and a little soil got tossed into it.  

The plastic bins are great because they nest, but not too tightly, to allow for airflow, and I have the perfect lid for my worm bin.  They are also cheap!

The layered system then works like this:  the bins get filled one at a time and nest within each other.  As the worms eat the scraps, they migrate to the upper layers for the new scraps and leave behind their castings for my garden.  I take the lowest bin out, and empty it into my garden.  It then becomes the top bin, which I start to fill with kitchen scraps and moistened shredded newspaper for the worms to wriggle up into and eat.  

Some of the catalog worm bins have a tap or spigot, so you can drain off the liquid at the bottom.  This “vermicompost tea” is supposed to be terrific for your houseplants or outdoor garden.  

Red wrigglers are smaller worms, not the big, fat earth worms you use for bait.  I’ve been collecting red wrigglers from my existing compost pile, but I may need to mail order some to get the number I need to make the worm bin a success.  It will take a couple of months, I think, to get the system going to a point that I can harvest some castings. 

The worm bin needs shade in the summer and a cool area below 90’ on the hot days.  The material should stay moist, but not soaked.  The bin can even go in a garage or basement.  In the winter, it should be moved to an area where it cannot freeze.  

Other than that, I don’t have to do anything.  No turning the pile, no aching back, no using up all my energy in turning a compost pile instead of enjoying my garden.  I get lovely nutrient-rich humus for my plants, and my boys get a tub chock full of worms to poke around with.  How cool is that?

 
—Lisa M. Long

Columbia County Master Gardener™
Compost, bark dust, soil & rock delivered 397-2989
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The Grapevine

News for Columbia County Master Gardeners™
www.columbiacountymastergardeners.org
June 2014
Deadline for THE GRAPEVINE - All materials will need to be into the

 OSU Extension office no later than the 20th of each month.
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President’s Corner

   That is where most of my time is spent now that good weather has finally come. So far, we've been able to get a lot of the planting done, but have held off - waiting for soil temps to rise - corn and beans ideal temp is 80 degrees. They will germinate at lower temps (50-60) but can be really slow to develop.

   Another chore on the list is thinning the apples and pears. If you want good sized fruit, this is a job that much be done. Some of my apples have a heavy set this year while others are sparse. It is all a matter of timing - what the weather is like when the bloom is on.

   Those who went on the field trip to Hulda Klager Lilac Gardens (and later to Tsugawa's) had a great time. We had 15 in the group and the weather was mostly kind to us - a little rain but not unpleasant at all. I noticed that a number of the group had plants that followed them home. Happy Gardening!

--Dennis Snyder

Notes from your Treasurer

   If you will make approved purchases and will expect reimbursement, remember to hang on to those receipts get them to me within 90 days.  

   As of this writing we have 110 members! For those of you who have not yet sent your $10.00 checks, make them payable to CCMGA, mail to me at 265 S.13th St., St. Helens, 97051, turn them in at chapter meetings, or drop them off at the Extension office. Remember to include any changes in your contact information. 

--Gail Martyn, Treasurer, 503-397-5537, CCMGA.Treasurer@comcast.net

The New Bug Crew Presents

   Ernie Fiori in Everything you always wanted to know about BUMBLEBEES. Two copies of the DVD are available to borrow in the Master Gardener Volunteer Library

   This DVD video will not disappoint you, if you’re curious about Bumblebees. Ernie anticipates so many possible questions about 


Bumblebees that there are few left to ask after watching his presentation, but his interest in the topic will send you to your computer browser to see more for yourself about how Bumblebees nest and feed. Peggy and Joe Crisp videotaped Ernie Fiori's presentation to the New Bug Crew at our February 19, 2014 meeting.

--The New Bug Crew

June’s Speaker - Chris Wille Rainforest-Natures Most Exuberant Gardens

  Tropical rainforests are the source of many houseplants, medicines, food crops and lustrous woods. Gardeners, like birdwatchers and naturalists, understand the importance of rainforest conservation. Chris will provide an update from the front lines of the battle to save these natural wonders and explain how everyone can pitch in. The Rainforest Alliance is a nonprofit, conservation organization that is active in 100 countries and dedicated to conserving biodiversity and ensuring sustainable livelihoods by transforming land-use practices, business practices and consumer behavior. It certifies farms that meet rigorous standards for environmental protection, worker rights and benefits, pollution and waste management, implementation of advanced IPM techniques and eco-friendly ways to increase yields. You’ll see that many of the same techniques promoted by the Master Gardener movement are used to get coffee, banana, cocoa, tea and other tropical farms on the path toward sustainability

The larger landscape
What causes stream banks to retreat?

Stream banks retreat when there is a combination of erosion and bank failure.  Coarse soils along a stream can be more prone to erosion than fine particle (silt and clay) soils, which may hold together so well they even hang over the banks.  While some erosion is natural and desirable, human activity can contribute to erosion.  For example, heavy equipment on wet soils can compact the soil, reducing permeability and drainage and generally damaging the protective “fabric” of the soil.  A lack of vegetation on stream banks (or anywhere else) limits the soil’s ability to weave a fabric comprised of plant roots, pore spaces and small fibrous fungi that essentially extend the soil-holding abilities of plants.  These elements, plus micro-organisms, make for healthy soil that can resist erosion.

There are other factors that weaken stream bank soils and make them susceptible to erosion: 1) Weathering (freezing and thawing), even without flowing water, 2) Water flowing over the bank from adjacent land, and 3) water accumulating in the stream bank due to poor drainage.  In such cases, you may see oozed soil at the toe (or base) of the bank.

Mature trees and other vegetation on stream banks typically do a good job of holding the banks and transpiring moisture out of the soil.  Isolated trees, however, are vulnerable to erosion and will eventually give out -- particularly if the stream is incised (as most of ours are) and the roots are exposed.  Trees like company, so the solution, in this case, is to line the entire stream bank with trees and shrubs.  Vegetation on lands adjacent to the stream or river also mitigates erosive forces.  Cover crops on fields, well forested slopes, and a wide buffer of trees and shrubs along the waterway can all help hold those precious soils in place.  

   From the West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District Newsletter

If you need help restoring your stream, call the Columbia SWCD (503 397-4555) or one of the three Watershed Councils (Upper Nehalem, Scappoose Bay, or Lower Columbia).

Caterpillar racket

Caterpillars aren’t thought to be boisterous or noisy. The massed munching of tent caterpillars is audible to the trained ear but that was about it. Until now. Some intrepid scientists have discovered that at least one caterpillar species will defend its leaf by scraping an appendage and/or banging its jaw on the leaf. This makes an audible sound, though not to its competitor who can’t hear. Instead, it feels vibrations. It may respond in kind but at some point, the more sensitive caterpillar wanders off.

Health tip of the month

Don’t go walking with your foot asleep. This might sound odd (for most of us have done it) but you can easily break your ankle or foot. A sleepy foot can’t send the subtle signals back to the brain that keep it from rolling in some weird and destructive angle. 

Hospital emergency room staffs say this is a common occurrence. So take your time and walk steady.

Farm and livestock notes
Beef topics
· Time to castrate: There has been a lot of discussion about the best time to castrate bull calves. Some have argued that extra weight gains for a bull calf that is “intact” longer is free money and castration should be delayed until weaning in the fall. But most studies have shown a great benefit to getting the job done while the calf is younger and still nursing, independent of which technique you use. They recover faster from the procedure. They may weigh slightly less than bull calf at six months but the slow gains of the bull calf after castration at six months leaves the earlier castrated animals ahead by the end of the year.
· Vaccinations: Stay current on your vaccination schedule for both cows and calves. Good weather and generally decent pastures should have your animals in good condition. Vaccinations are always more effective when the herd isn’t stressed. Talk to your vet about a program that will work for you. Also set up a worming plan.
· Prime does pay: Cattle that grade prime have been getting a consistent premium the last couple of years. In 2013, Choice steers averaged $10/cwt over Select and Prime steers brought another $17/cwt over Choice. So the Prime versus Select spread was $27/cwt. That is real moolah. The trick is to get good marbling without a lot of fat to cut away. There are genes for that, but breeding progress can be slow. Feeding and handling practices also make a lot of difference in the final grade.

· The antibiotic issues get more complicated: Dairy cattle manure has been shown to harbor a range of antibiotic resistant genes in the myriad of bacteria that flourish in manure. How readily they can transfer their genes (which bacteria do quite readily among friends) from  non-pathogenic species to pathogenic ones is still an open question. But there is growing concern that the diversity of gene mutations that give antibiotic resistance is far greater than we have yet seen. The good news is that these genes don’t appear to be transferring quickly, but that could change.
· Bracken fern: Bracken ferns are quite visible now. It has compounds that destroy thiamine in ruminants (cattle, sheep, and goats) and horses. When that happens, neurological symptoms develop in horses. Beef may also show neurological problems and, in addition, bleeding from all openings. The toxin is not destroyed in hay. For cattle, the good news is that it takes a lot of bracken to do serious damage since ruminants make thiamine in their rumens (thank those gut bacteria). Horses don’t have that margin of safety and can go down suddenly after a period of consistent bracken grazing. Treatment in affected animals involves vitamin B3 shots and supportive therapy. If caught early, it is generally reversible. Bracken can be controlled by several herbicides in pastures. Call our office for more information.
Pig biosecurity
If you raise hogs, even on a small scale, you have heard of Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea virus (PEDv). It entered the U.S. in 2013 and is now in almost all states. Oregon, as of this writing, has not yet had a confirmed case but the disease is in all states surrounding us. 

Transportation (vehicles, livestock, boots, etc.) is the way the virus moves from one farm to another. The more you travel to other farms or have other farmers (or feed trucks) visit you, the higher your risk. The disease is most devastating for young piglets. The current high price for pork chops is directly related to the number of pig crops nationally that have been completely wiped out by the disease. So if you have pigs, stay away from other locations that have pigs, don’t import breeding stock from other farms, limit access to your farm, and get veterinary diagnostic help if you see diarrhea problems. For more information, go to www.pork.org or www.aasv.org .

Spray drift
Spray that goes off target doesn’t make for good neighbor relations. Despite the considerable success of land use laws in separating natural resource uses from rural residential ones, there still are conflicts. They may involve farmers whose crops are damaged by the actions of another farmer. Or they may involve smaller rural residential sites that are affected by spray drift. Farmers and foresters do not want these conflicts or problems. There are several steps that can b taken to minimize conflicts. First, assess vulnerable plantings that could conceivably b affected by inadvertent spray drift. Are there some products and/or timings that would be less potentially harmful and yet still effective in protecting your crop? If so, use them.

Know the products that cause more problems. Among the herbicides, ester formulations can be more volatile. This has been a common problem with smaller farms spraying blackberries with Crossbow, an herbicide formulated with two ester active ingredients. The sulfonoureas can blow away in dust if it gets dry and windy enough or move in wind when the spray mixture is applied at too high a pressure. Both can cause serious damage to neighboring crops or landscapes.

Weather plays a role. Temperatures nearing 80 degrees F or more (even several hours after the spray application) can increase ester volatility. Very still days may lead to an inversion which can cause a cloud of spray to form and then move offsite. A gentle breeze of 2-9 mph is considered the best time to spray.

Use drift control nozzles and /or drift retardent adjuvants as the label and the situation recommends.

For more information, see Preventing Herbicide Injury to Grapes for some examples of problems and solutions to spray drift.

Bird damage to bagged silage
More people are putting up bale bagged silage. Crows have been known to peck into them, seeking sustenance or satisfying their curiosity. A Pennsylvania farmer put up bagged corn silage that crows loved. But he discovered that if you took a can of black spray paint and made a squiggly line down the top of a bale bag, it stopped the crows from pecking it. He guessed the crows thought it was a big snake. Smart birds. 
Joy Creek Nursery Seminars
We are fortunate to have such an exceptional nursery like Joy Creek in our county. They have an outstanding series of seminars most Sundays throughout the summer. You can visit their website www.joycreek.com for a complete list. The seminars (which begin at 1:00 pm and are free unless otherwise indicated) are as follows: 

· June  1 - Let Nature Work for You - with Glen Andresen

· June  8 - Sensory Garden - with Nadine Black

· June 15 - Ferns and Companions - with Judith Jones

· June 22 - Clematis Tour - with Maurice Horn

· June 29 - Plants, Bugs and Climate Change - with Leslie Gover

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials—without discrimination to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital status, disability, or disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status—as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer. OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accommodation to persons with physical or mental disabilities. Contact the Columbia County Extension office at 503.397.3462 to request reasonable accommodation.
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Listen to the Gardening Spot on KOHI (1600 am) radio - Every Saturday, 8:05 to 8:15 a.m.





June 3	Scappoose Bay Watershed Council. 7 p.m., Scappoose Bay Watershed Council’s office, Warren


June 5	Demonstration Garden and other MG Extension Projects Planning Meeting. 3:15 p.m., OSU Extension Classroom, St. Helens


June 5	Master Gardener™ Board Meeting. 3:45 p.m., OSU Extension Classroom, St. Helens


June 10	Lower Columbia Watershed Council. 7 p.m., SWCD office-35285 Millard Rd., St. Helens


June 11	OSU Strawberry Field Day. 1-4:30 p.m., NWREC, Aurora. Call for Details. Or visit their website: � HYPERLINK "http://oregonstate.edu/dept/NWREC/programs/berry-crops" �http://oregonstate.edu/dept/NWREC/programs/berry-crops� 


June 18	Soil & Water Conservation District. 7:30 p.m., SWCD office-35285 Millard Rd., St. Helens


June 26	Master Gardener™ Chapter Meeting. 6:30 p.m. Speaker will be Chris Wille, “Rainforest-Nature’s Most Exuberant Gardens,” OSU Extension Classroom, St. Helens. The public is invited. Free.


June 26	Upper Nehalem Watershed Council. 7 p.m., Vernonia Grange, � HYPERLINK "http://nehalem.org/" �http://nehalem.org/� 503-429-0869





July 9	OSU Caneberry Field Day. 1-5 p.m., NWREC, Aurora. Call for Details. Or visit their website: � HYPERLINK "http://oregonstate.edu/dept/NWREC/programs/berry-crops" �http://oregonstate.edu/dept/NWREC/programs/berry-crops�


July 16	OSU Blueberry Field Day. 1-5 p.m., NWREC, Aurora. Call for Details. Or visit their website: � HYPERLINK "http://oregonstate.edu/dept/NWREC/programs/berry-crops" �http://oregonstate.edu/dept/NWREC/programs/berry-crops�








                          �


Chip Bubl, OSU Extension Faculty, Agriculture
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Agriculture, Family and Community Development, 4�H Youth, Forestry, and Extension Sea Grant Programs. Oregon State University, United States Department of Agriculture, and Columbia County cooperating. The Extension Service offers its programs and materials equally to all people. 








That's the Way it Grows





JUNE 2014


Garden hints from your OSU Extension Agent


Oregon State University Extension Service encourages sustainable gardening practices. Always identify and monitor problems before acting. First consider cultural controls; then physical, biological, and chemical controls (which include insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils, botanical insecticides, organic and synthetic pesticides). Always consider the least toxic approach first.


All recommendations in this calendar are not necessarily applicable to all areas of Oregon. For more information, contact your local office of the OSU Extension Service.


Planning 


Construct trellises for tomatoes, cucumbers, pole beans, and vining ornamentals. 


Maintenance and Clean Up


Prune lilacs, forsythia, rhododendrons, and azaleas after blooming. 


Fertilize vegetable garden 1 month after plants emerge by side dressing alongside rows. 


Harvest thinnings from new plantings of lettuce, onion, and chard. 


Pick ripe strawberries regularly to avoid fruit-rotting diseases. 


Use organic mulches to conserve soil moisture in ornamental beds. An inch or two of sawdust, barkdust, or composted leaves will minimize loss of water through evaporation. 


Blossoms on squash and cucumbers begin to drop: this is nothing to worry about. Cherries may also drop fruit: this is not a major concern.


After normal fruit drop of apples, pears and peaches in June, consider thinning the remainder to produce a larger crop of fruit. 


Make sure raised beds receive enough water for plants to avoid drought stress. If a green lawn is desired, make sure lawn areas are receiving adequate water (approximately 0.5 to 1.5 inches per week from June through August). Deep watering less often is more effective than frequent shallow watering. Measure your water use by placing an empty tuna can where your irrigation water lands.  


If green lawns are being maintained through the summer, apply 1 lb. nitrogen per 1,000 sq.ft. to lawns.


Planting/Propagation


Plant dahlias and gladioli. 


Pest Monitoring and Management


Continue monitoring blueberry, strawberry, cherry and other plants that produce soft fruits and berries for Spotted Wing Drosophila (SWD). If SWD are present, use an integrated and least toxic approach to manage the pests. To learn how to monitor and manage SWD, visit � HYPERLINK "https://legacy.oregonstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1960734c1492421381ea1d8a05dfc951&URL=http%3a%2f%2fswd.hort.oregonstate.edu%2fgardeners" \t "_blank" �http://swd.hort.oregonstate.edu/gardeners�. 


First week: spray cherry trees for cherry fruit fly, as necessary, if fruit is ripening. 


First week: spray for codling moth in apple and pear trees, as necessary. Continue use of pheromone traps for insect pest detection. 


Learn to identify beneficial insects and plant some insectary plants (e.g. Alyssum, Phacelia, coriander, candytuft, sunflower, yarrow, dill) to attract them to your garden. Check with local nurseries for best selections. See PNW550 (Encouraging Beneficial Insects in Your Garden) for more information.  


Monitor azaleas, primroses and other broadleaf ornamentals for adult root weevils. Look for fresh evidence of feeding (notching at leaf edges). Try sticky trap products on plant trunks to trap adult weevils. Protect against damaging the bark by applying the sticky material on a 4-inch wide band of poly sheeting or burlap wrapped around the trunk. Mark plants now and manage root weevils with beneficial nematodes when soil temperatures are above 55°F. If root weevils are a consistent problem, consider removing plants and choosing resistant varieties (See http://bit.ly/oDOScK for a list of rhododendrons exhibiting resistance to adult root weevil feeding.)


Control garden weeds by pulling, hoeing, or mulching. 


Control aphids on vegetables as needed by hosing off with water or by using insecticidal soap or a registered insecticide. 


Watch for 12-spotted beetles on beans and lettuce and cabbage worms or flea beetles in cole crops (cabbage, broccoli, brussel sprouts). Remove the pests by hand or treat with registered pesticides. 


Spray peas as first pods form, if necessary, to control weevils. 


Birch trees dripping a sticky fluid from their leaves means that aphids are present. Control as needed. 


Use yellow sticky traps to monitor for cherry fruit fly. About 1 week after the first fly is caught, spray cherries at appropriate intervals. 


Last week: second spray for codling moth in apple and pear trees, as necessary. 


Houseplants and Indoor Gardening


Move houseplants outdoors for cleaning, grooming, repotting and summer growth. 
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Calendar: At-A-Glance


June 5		Demonstration Garden and other MG Extension Projects Planning meeting, 3:15 p.m., Extension office


June 5		Board Meeting, 3:45 p.m. Extension office


June. 26. 	Chapter Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Speaker: Chris Wille, OSU Extension Classroom, St. Helens


Don’t forget that each Monday from 10 a.m. to Noon work is done at the Demo Garden – your help would be much appreciated!
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