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In the garden
Not so sweet corn
Sweet corn was a big disappointment for some gardeners this year. The plants grew well but produced very starchy corn. Lots of cattle got lucky. There are several possible interacting reasons for corn starchiness.
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Corn genetics can be an issue. Varieties bred for improved sweetness may produce quite starchy ears if pollinated by popcorn, field corn, or even some of the other super sweet varieties growing nearby. Since corn is wind pollinated, corn pollen can easily move from your garden to your neighbor’s garden and vice versa. The general rule is to plant only one variety multiple times in a given garden rather than planting several varieties that might end up tasseling (and thus, pollinating) together. The best rules to follow are to not grow popcorn anywhere near your sweet corn and isolate “sh2” genetics from all other varieties. For more information on the genetics of the varieties you might grow, refer to this article: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_sweetcorn_varieties 

Old fashioned varieties like Golden Bantam and Jubilee have a gene for sweetness called sugary (su). They are less planted now, especially for fresh eating, since they are not as sweet as newer varieties and their sugars turn to starch very quickly either on the plant or after harvest. If you catch them at the right time, they are great for canning or freezing.

Field temperatures and handling after harvest can also affect improved fresh eating sweet corn varieties as well. One impact of this year’s high temperatures was to shorten prime harvest times for the whole planting. I think that much of the issues we had with sweet corn are due to an earlier prime harvest starting date than many gardeners were ready for and a very rapid move from prime to starchy kernels, possibly in 2-3 days or less in some locations and with some varieties. 

The other temperature related issue is how quickly harvested corn ears can be chilled if they are not eaten immediately after picking. Removal of “field heat” as soon as possible dramatically slows the conversion of kernel sugars to starch.

Here are some steps to reduce the “starchy” problem next year:

· Plant corn in small blocks more often. Once the first planting has 4 leaves, plant the next block and so forth. This will provide you with a more extended and perhaps less wasteful harvest. If you are canning or freezing corn, this probably won’t work for you.

· Eat sweet corn soon after picking. If you harvest more than you can eat, refrigerate the corn in the husk as quickly as you can. If you have very cold well water, you can cool it even faster and then keep it cool until you can eat it. And eat it in a day or two for most varieties.  

· Try a newer variety series called Mirai which comes in yellow, white, or bi-colored. It holds its quality longer on the plant and longer after picking compared to most other types. It is worth a trial. It does need to be isolated from all other varieties of corn for best quality. Seed is available from Park Seed Company, Vermont Bean Company, Thompson and Morgan, and others. 

Lime the garden this fall

If you haven’t added lime to your garden for several years, do so this fall. It takes lime about six months to fully react with the soil before you get the benefits. And the benefits are substantial: more calcium, magnesium, phosphorus, and potassium available to your plants. In addition, lime ties up plant-injuring aluminum in our soils. A good lime rate is 100-150#s of lime per 1000 square feet in the vegetable garden. Lime at 50#s if you grow a lot of potatoes (lime stimulates potato scab).
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Cover crops should be planted as soon as possible. Hairy vetch has been getting a lot of publicity back east. There, they grow the vetch over the winter and then chemically kill it in the late spring. Tomatoes and broccoli (and many other vegetables) are transplanted through the killed cover crop. The vetch provides nitrogen as the soil warms up and the vegetation left on the surface slows the weeds. You can also till the cover crop in.

Other cover crops include winter wheat and oats, winter rye, common vetch, and red clover. All should be planted as soon as possible.

Asian gypsy moths again
In 2006, an isolated Asian gypsy moth was captured in a pheromone trap (the green, triangular traps you may see hung in trees and shrubs by the Oregon Department of Agriculture) just west of Highway 30 near St. Helens High School. This led to an intense effort to find the source of the moth, to locate any others if there were any, and to treat a fairly large area to kill any eggs that might have hatched into caterpillars. 

Why the intense concern?  Gypsy moths are serious non-native pests of woodlands. The European gypsy moth is well established on the east coast of the United States and fairly often it gets transported to Oregon as people move their belongings and inadvertently, some gypsy moth egg cases. But European gypsy moths don’t fly too far too quickly so they have been fairly easy to control in Oregon. They also only eat hardwood tree leaves like maples, ash, etc. 

By contrast, the Asian gypsy moth is a vigorous flyer that consumes both the leaves of broadleaf trees and the needles of conifers as well. So it could easily move quickly far from its initial site, complicating management immensely. The capture zone in St. Helens was treated with a bacterial insecticide (BTk) as soon as possible to control any potential caterpillars. No others have been found here since treatment and it is assumed that the captured moth probably came off alone from an Asian or Russian ship or its cargo and flew toward the nearest forest. 

[image: image10.wmf]This summer, the Oregon Department of Agriculture captured two more Asian gypsy moths in fairly close proximity to us, one in Forest Park and one across the Willamette river in the St. Johns area. Again, they are assumed to be from ships. But there will be focused efforts to deploy lots of traps at a much higher density per square mile near the recent trap sites to ascertain if there is an established breeding population. There will also probably be another round of spraying with BTk to control this serious, unwanted species. Expect to see more in the newspapers soon as plans for the monitoring and control measures are complete.

Don’t forget to plant your garlic this month. Harvest winter squash before a hard freeze.
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Ahh, Fall.  My favorite time of year.  I love the breezy, long-shadowed days right around seventy degrees, when I can move in and out of the sun to get warm or cool off.  This is the perfect weather for gardening to me.  Just plucking a few weeds here and there or picking some green beans and tomatoes makes me happy to be outside.  Now that the growing season is winding down, there are some tasks to take care of to get the yard ready for winter.

 

Fall Gardening Opportunities

Dividing Perennials

We have until mid-October or so to divide our spring-flowering perennials.  They need 6-8 weeks to establish before a freeze.  I still have a few clumps of daylilies and some tall bearded iris to divide.  I divide when bloom or plant vigor is affected.  I always have tons of iris divisions, but I really don’t have more space for them all. So I replant the largest, healthiest rhizomes and compost the rest.  I just have to remind myself that I’m not throwing out plants, I’m making slow-release plant food with them.

Water is definitely important when dividing plants.  Water a day or two before lifting plants so root are nice and plump.  Keep them from drying out until you plant them, preferably the same day.  Covering divisions with a damp towel or old shirt will work, or dunking divisions in a bucket.  Don’t store them in water, though.  

It goes without saying that you should water newly planted divisions.  The weather may be cooler, but it is still warm and the plants are not dormant yet.  Windy conditions dry plants out faster, so be sure to keep divisions moist to help them establish.

Yard Clean-Up

The goal here is to prevent the over-wintering of pests and make a less-hospitable environment for disease by removing dead or drying foliage, spent annuals and leaves from your yard.  Remove windfall apples and pears that could harbor pests. Hot compost all of this material to kill off disease and pests.

Mulch

Put down a thick layer of compost, mulch or composted manure to smother out weeds and prevent weed seeds from germinating.  The mulch can then be worked into the soil in the spring to improve soil structure.

Compost
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Fall is a great time to start a new compost pile.  Dump out your current pile and use the fine material, then add the chunky bits to a new pile, along with the yard waste from your fall clean-up.  I found a really good way to heat up the compost pile this summer, as I have become a chicken farmer.  (Actually, I have a few pet chickens that are freeloading until they are old enough to lay eggs).  

I use pine shavings in my chicken coop, and add the chicken litter to my compost bin.  The “hot’ droppings feed the bacteria that break down the carboniferous material.  A by-product of this process is heat, which we know kills pathogens and pests.  If you know someone with chickens, maybe you can get some of their coop litter for your compost pile.

Plant Bulbs

Divide and/or plant spring-flowering bulbs now.  Plant your amaryllis bulbs in a cozy pot with the top third exposed, water once and place in a cool (55’ ideal) spot until spring, when you can set them outdoors and water them for summer bloom.  Happy Fall!
 

—Lisa M. Long

Columbia County Master Gardener™
Free gardening ebooks at: 

Smashwords.com/profile/view/LisaMarieLong
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The Grapevine

News for Columbia County Master Gardeners™
www.columbiacountymastergardeners.org
October 2015
Deadline for THE GRAPEVINE - All materials will need to be into the

 OSU Extension office no later than the 20th of each month.
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President’s Corner

   Hi, y’all!  Here’s a shout out those folks who chose to show up for our annual picnic and socialize around some great food for a couple of hours. Our stalwart cooking and set up/take down crew of the Snyders and Carters really helped set the stage and the Johnsons showed up with the last two tables just in time. Denny cooked the corn to perfection and Ross served up some great tasting hamburgers. Other folks contributed one of their favorite and tasty dishes, which contributed greatly to a wonderful meal. For those who chose another path, you missed a great picnic!

   We now have the bulk of summer under our belts and will be moving in to that final harvest stage and cleaning our gardens to put them to rest for the winter. For those who have not tried it you may consider a cover crop for winter. There a several advantages to doing this, erosion control from our abundant winter rain, and adding nutrients from the cover crops when tilled under as well as stopping the leaching out of other nutrients, to name a few.

   This is also the time of the year that our organization, selects new officers for the next year. You will be hearing about that through emails, phone calls and at our meeting. Consider running to bring in some new blood and ideas or nominate folks you think will do that.

   Demo Garden. We had a great year at the demo garden, and Linda, our garden Czar guided us through several changes and cheered us on as we did the required maintenance to keep the place looking spiffy. We have contributed, tomatoes, squash, lettuce, peas, herbs, grapes and apples. To the community again this year and will be contributing more. Stay tuned to find out the results.  Our Member Mary-Newell Dickinson has been key in gathering up the harvest and delivering it to the food bank. On September 14 Linda and Jon delivered our 208 lb. contribution.Until next time, happy gardening.

   “A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing, and the lawn mower is broken. “~James Dent

-- Wes Bevans
Mason Bee Wash Coming November 7

   The New Bug Crew Mason Bee Wash will take place on November 7 from 11 am to 2 pm at the Scappoose Senior Center at 33342 SW Meadow Drive. This is the same day as the Senior Center’s Holiday Bazaar. Bring your Mason Bee nests or straws. Blocks that don’t have straws have to be cycled every other year and can’t be cleaned at the Bee Wash because it is impossible to remove the cocoons without damaging them. We will be happy to teach you how to keep them cycled and clean, however, or read more in the SARE handbook #11, Managing Alternative Pollinators, available as a pdf at SARE.org.
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2016 Election of Officers

The Columbia County Master Gardeners nominating committee presented at the September meeting a list of candidates for the 2016 year; nominations were also made from the floor. In October a ballot will be mailed out to members to vote. You will have the option to either mail in the ballot, drop it off at the Extension office or bring it with you to the October meeting. We of course would prefer you take the time to attend the meeting and bring your ballot with you! We will count the votes at the October meeting and welcome our new officers at that time!

The natural world

Wild things like messy
Jane Hartline, an accomplished naturalist and founder of the Sauvie Island Habitat Partnership has some excellent advice for rural landowners wishing to improve the quality and diversity of habitats around their property:

Six totally effortless things Sauvie Islanders (and more upland neighbors) can do for wildlife

 

Here are six excuses to get out of doing your chores…..sometimes the best thing to do for wildlife is nothing at all!  

 

1      Don’t burn that brush pile on the back corner of your property.  It will provide shelter and a place to hide for native quail, sparrows and other critters.

 

2      Leave big, dead trees standing to provide homes and “hunting grounds” for our woodpeckers (Pileated, downy and hairy woodpeckers and northern flickers.)

 

3      Leave some rotting wood on the ground.  It provides homes for salamanders and hosts insects that birds like to eat.

 

4      Leave an area of grass un-mown until after July 15th for birds that nest in tall grass.  On the island, these include meadowlarks, yellowthroats, vesper sparrows and savannah sparrows. 

 

5      Don’t rake up all your fallen leaves.  Frogs hide under them and birds forage in them.

 

6      Be a good sport when barn swallows choose to nest under your porch roof or in your outbuildings.  If the droppings are a problem, put newspapers underneath them for the two or three weeks when they are feeding their young.

 

Eight more easy things you can do for wildlife

 

1      Put up bird houses for tree swallows and violet-green swallows.

 

2      Plant some snowberries, native roses and other native shrubs to provide summer nesting areas and winter food for birds.

 

3      Plant some red-flowering currants to provide early food for hummingbirds.

 

4      Plant a hedgerow with several species of native shrubs and trees (cascaras, big leaf maples, native hawthorns, oceanspray, Douglas spirea, native roses, serviceberries, elderberries, snowberries, red twig dogwoods, etc.)

 

5      Plant some flowers that provide nectar for butterflies and moths.

 

6      Get rid of your blackberries, Reed canary grass, Japanese knotweed and other invasive plants!  (OK, that one isn’t so easy, but it’s important.)

 

7      Put a small rock pile someplace on your property that will be used as shelter for garter snakes and frogs.

 

8     Plant some native trees—Oregon white oaks, cascaras, black cottonwoods, big-leaf maples, etc.
Farm and livestock notes
Hot food trends
If you are raising products for direct sale to consumers or restaurants, you need to stay current on some of the trends in the food industry.  These trends are not something you can usually build a farm around (trends and preferences evolve over time) but may help you to develop niche markets and new customers. So what does the restaurant industry like right now? Here are some thoughts:

· There is a lot of experimentation in both mixed drink recipes (cocktail nation in PDX needs more specialized ingredients) and in the development of new alcoholic vermouths, gins, tonics, bitters, and whiskeys.  Interesting syrups and extracts can also play in this landscape.

· Speaking of bitter, many restaurant dishes are incorporating an edge of bitterness derived from vegetables, herbs, and other botanicals like bitter melon, chicory, rhubarb, and certain eggplant types/preparations.

· And speaking of rhubarb, it is a hot ingredient in cooking and equally hot as a medicinal plant. Chefs are using rhubarb in savory as well as sweet dishes, pairing its acidity, interesting flavors, and slightly bitter edge with meats of all types. Wines and other products are being created with rhubarb. For more info on rhubarb’s medicinal attributes see http://www.rhubarbinfo.com/medicinal 

· Mixed salad greens are more complex than ever. Excellent growers can supply upwards of 40 different salad materials in a variety of combinations.

· Some of the significant Thai, Middle Eastern, and Indian flavors are still going strong including ginger, cardamom, cumin, nutmeg, cloves, etc. 

· Not quite so hot peppers with a complex flavor profile are also gaining favor. There is a lot of room for innovation and experimentation here with pepper genetics being quite diverse. 

· Finally, when you’re hot, you’re smokin! Figuring out how to add a smoky flavor to your products and/or ingredients may open some doors if the pairing works. Experiment. You probably would need to check with Oregon Department of Agriculture to see that your preparation of the product is done in a correct manner and location. Smoked paprika peppers from Europe and chipotle peppers from Mexico have been the culinary “gateway drugs”. 

Organic blueberry production
Recent OSU work has led to the following conclusions based on a 7+ year research trial:

· Independent of your weed control method (sawdust vs. weed mat), bed planting increased yield almost 30%.

· Plants under weed mat required more 50% more water than sawdust mulched beds.

· Sawdust beds required 300 more hours of labor per acre for weed control (439 vs 109).

· Organic herbicides became less effective as the trial progressed due to weed shifts to more grass and perennial broadleaf competition that the organic products controlled poorly at best.  Hand weeding had to be brought in.

· Fertilizing is complex under mats with fish emulsion being the most common material. Feather meal add to the bed at planting gave improved early growth in comparison to fish emulsion. Work still needs to be done.

Cattle disease issues in the fall
The recognition and treatment of Bovine Respiratory Disease Complex (BRDC) is vital to the economic well-being of the stocker cattle producer. This disease is also known as shipping fever, or simply pneumonia. BRDC is a very complex, multifactoral disease that involves several instigating factors. 
These factors include marketing, weaning, shipping, mixing cattle from multiple sources, weather, nutrition, and the respiratory viruses (IBR, BVD,PI3, BRSV). All of these causes can result in a calf developing pneumonia. These calves usually develop a bacterial pneumonia most often caused by Pasteurella Haemolitica. Pasteurella Multicida and Haemophilus Somnus are also known to cause pneumonia. 

Calves most often become sick following stressful situations such as weaning or marketing. The clinical signs are usually seen 7-21 days after the calves are bought, but can occur anywhere from 2-30 days after purchase. Less frequently, calves that have not been marketed or weaned can develop pneumonia, usually related to weather changes or other stressors.

The most common and earliest recognizable clinical sign of pneumonia is depression. Calves exhibiting depression will have drooping ears, an extended head, a bowed back and/or often isolate themselves from other cattle. As these calves get progressively sicker, they will go off feed and will exhibit an increased respiratory rate. Increased lung sounds can be heard with the aid of a stethoscope. A thermometer is another useful tool in the diagnosis of pneumonia. Most sick calves will have a fever of 104°-108°F. However, temperatures can be falsely elevated in the afternoon due to increased outside temperatures. In order to obtain the most accurate temperature reading for an animal that is suspected to be sick, the calf's temperature should be taken before 10:00 am.

Talk to your veterinarian about prevention and treatment options. For the complete article go to https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/400/400-008/400-008.html . Some of the treatment recommendations will need to be discussed with your veterinarian in light of the recent antibiotic use rule changes.  

Adapted from a piece by Currin and Whittier, College of Veterinary Medicine at Virginia Tech University
Can calf facial hair whorls predict temperament?
There is some interest in using the position, shape, and direction of face whorls as a selection tool for several calf traits including disposition, rate of gain, and fertility. The evidence is a bit shallow at this point but a few studies have demonstrated some correlation between the traits and the whorl type. 

Above the eye line whorls may indicate calves that grow faster although there is also a positive correlation between higher whorls and more excitable and flighty behavior. Normally, more excitable cattle tend to gain weight more slowly so this contradiction does call into question what whorl location means. 

Animals without a facial whorl may tend to be more aggressive. But all this is still a work in progress. It might be worth classifying your herd into behavior groups and any rate of gain information you have on paper and them look at them for their whorls. Let me know whether you see a correlation or it seems, in your herd, to be completely random. 

2015 Master Gardener™ classes to be offered in St. Helens

The OSU Master Gardener™ class will be offered in St. Helens on Mondays, starting in late January or early February (TBA) and will meet every Monday for 11 weeks. The classes will meet from 9:00 am until 4:00 p.m. with an hour break for lunch. The programs will be held at the OSU Extension Service class room in St. Helens. Topics to be covered will include vegetable gardening, insect identification, botany for gardeners, plant problem diagnosis, growing fruits and berries, lawn management, weed identification and management, pesticides safety, and plant propagation. Students completing the class will be expected to pay back about 66 hours on community horticultural projects. For more information or to register, contact the OSU Extension Office in St. Helens at 503 397-3462 or email either Chip Bubl (chip.bubl@oregonstate.edu) or Vicki Krenz at (vicki.krenz@oregonstate.edu).

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials without discrimination based on age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran’s status. Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accommodation to persons with physical or mental disabilities. Contact the Columbia County Extension office at 503.397.3462 to request reasonable accommodation. This publication will be made available in accessible formats upon request. Please call for information.
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Listen to the Gardening Spot on KOHI (1600 am) radio - Every Saturday, 8:05 to 8:15 a.m.





Oct. 1	Demonstration Garden and other MG Extension Projects Planning Meeting. 10 a.m., OSU Extension Classroom, St. Helens


Oct. 1	Master Gardener™ Board Meeting. 10:30 a.m., OSU Extension Classroom, St. Helens


Oct. 6	Scappoose Bay Watershed Council. 7 p.m., 57420-2 Old Portland Rd., Warren


Oct. 13	Lower Columbia Watershed Council. 7 p.m., SWCD office-35285 Millard Rd., St. Helens


Oct. 17	Native Plant Sale. 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Scappoose Bay Watershed Native Plant Center, behinedScappoose High School. Great selection and prices, proceeds benefit local restoration efforts.


Oct. 17 & 18	The All About Fruit Show. The Clackamas County Fairplex, Canby OR. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. A great opportunity to taste hundreds of apples, pears, kiwi and grapes. You can order a custom-grafted tree, made just for you, to be delivered in the spring. Great speakers, experts to answer all your questions, pie baking contest, exotic fruit sorbet to taste. The ID Team will try to identify your mystery apples. � HYPERLINK "http://www.homeorchardsociety.org/events/" �http://www.homeorchardsociety.org/events/� 


Oct. 21	Soil & Water Conservation District. 7:30 p.m., SWCD office-35285 Millard Rd., St. Helens


Oct. 22	Master Gardener™ Chapter Meeting. 6:30 p.m. Speaker will be Joy Creek Nursery’s Ramona Wulzen, “Winter Interest in the Garden,” OSU Extension Classroom, St. Helens. The public is invited. Free.


Oct. 22	Upper Nehalem Watershed Council. 7 p.m., Vernonia Grange, � HYPERLINK "http://nehalem.org/" �http://nehalem.org/� 503-429-0869





FOOD SAFETY/PRESERVATION HOTLINE - July 13 through October 16, 2015


1-800-354-7319 - 9 A.M. TO 4 P.M.; MONDAY thru FRIDAY, except holidays


Certified Family Food Education volunteers and OSU Extension staff will answer your questions. You can get the OSU Extension Service publications at http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog, click on nutrition and foods for publications on canning, drying, pickling and freezing too!








                          �


Chip Bubl, OSU Extension Faculty, Agriculture
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Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources, Family and Community Health, 4-H Youth, Forestry & Natural Resources, and Extension Sea Grant programs. Oregon State University, United States Department of Agriculture, and Columbia County cooperating. The Extension Service offers its programs and materials equally to all people.





That's the Way it Grows
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Garden hints from your OSU Extension Agent


Oregon State University Extension Service encourages sustainable gardening practices. Always identify and monitor problems before acting. First consider cultural controls; then physical, biological, and chemical controls (which include insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils, botanical insecticides, organic and synthetic pesticides). Always consider the least toxic approach first.


All recommendations in this calendar are not necessarily applicable to all areas of Oregon. For more information, contact your local office of the OSU Extension Service.


Planning


If needed, improve soil drainage needs of lawns before rain begins. 


Maintenance and Clean Up


Drain or blow out your irrigation system, insulate valve mechanisms, in preparation of winter.


Recycle disease-free plant material and kitchen vegetable and fruit scraps into compost. Don’t compost diseased plants unless you are using the "hot compost" method (120° to 150°F). 


Use newspaper or cardboard covered by mulch to discourage winter and spring annual weeds or remove a lawn area for conversion to garden beds. For conversion, work in the paper and mulch as organic matter once the lawn grass has died.  


Clean and paint greenhouses and cold frames for plant storage and winter growth. 


Harvest sunflower heads; use seed for birdseed or roast for personal use. 


Dig and store potatoes; keep in darkness, moderate humidity, temperature about 40°F. Discard unused potatoes if they sprout. Don’t use as seed potatoes for next year. 


Harvest and immediately dry filberts and walnuts; dry at 95° to 100°F. 


Ripen green tomatoes indoors. Check often and discard rotting fruit. 


Harvest and store apples; keep at about 40°F, moderate humidity. 


Place mulch over roots of roses, azaleas, rhododendrons and berries for winter protection. 


Trim or stake bushy herbaceous perennials to prevent wind damage. 


To suppress future pest problems, clean up annual flower beds by removing diseased plant materials, overwintering areas for insect pests; mulch with manure or garden compost to feed the soil and suppress weeds. 


Cover asparagus and rhubarb beds with a mulch of manure or compost. 


Clean, sharpen and oil tools and equipment before storing for winter. 


Store garden supplies and fertilizers in a safe, dry place out of reach of children. 


Prune out dead fruiting canes in raspberry -Train and prune primocanes of raspberry


Harvest squash and pumpkins; keep in dry area at 55° to 60°F. 


If necessary (as indicated by soil test results) and if weather permits, spade organic material and lime into garden soil. 


Planting/Propagation


Dig and divide rhubarb. (Should be done about every 4 years.) 


Plant garlic for harvesting next summer. 


Propagate chrysanthemums, fuchsias, geraniums by stem cuttings. 


Save seeds from the vegetable and flower garden. Dry, date, label, and store in a cool and dry location. 


Plant ground covers and shrubs. 


Dig and store geraniums, tuberous begonias, dahlias, gladiolas. 


Pot and store tulips and daffodils to force into early bloom, indoors, in December and January. 


Pest Monitoring and Management


Monitor landscape plants for problems. Don’t treat unless a problem is identified. 


Remove and dispose of windfall apples that might be harboring apple maggot or codling moth larvae. 


Rake and destroy diseased leaves (apple, cherry, rose, etc.), or hot compost diseased leaves. 


Spray apple and stone fruit trees at leaf fall to prevent various fungal and bacterial diseases. Obtain a copy of "Managing Diseases and Insects in Home" (EC 631) from your local Extension office. 


Control lawn weeds while they are small. Hand weeding and weeding tools are particularly effective at this stage.


If moles and gophers are a problem, consider traps. 


Houseplants and Indoor Gardening


Early October: Reduce water, place in cool area (50-550F) and increase time in shade or darkness (12-14 hours) to force Christmas cactus to bloom in late December. 


Place hanging pots of fuchsias where they won't freeze. Don't cut back until spring. 


Check/treat houseplants for disease and insects before bringing indoors. 
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Calendar: At-A-Glance


Oct. 1		Demonstration Garden and other MG Extension Projects Planning meeting, 10 a.m., Extension office


Oct. 1		Board Meeting, 10:30 a.m. Extension office


Oct. 22. 	Chapter Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Speaker: Joy Creek Nursery’s Ramona Wulzen – Winter Interest in the Garden, OSU Extension Classroom, St. Helens








Turn in Your Volunteer Log Sheet!
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