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The Oregonian has printed several Letters to the Editor in past weeks in response to a recent forestry-related
article. One letter writer tried to distinguish a clearcut from a forest:

“an old-growth forest is a diverse and active ecosystem that has evolved over hundreds or even thousands

of years. A tree farm on clear-cut land is a monoculture plantation forest that exists solely to produce a
new crop for the timber harvest.”

That prompted a response from Ron Larson, a local Master Woodland Manager, and his wife Nicky. The
Larsons wrote:

The distinction [that the previous] letter writer draws between a forest and a tree farm is too simplistic.

We are members of the Oregon Small Woodlands Association. As the name implies, our tree farm --
Urwald Tree Farm -- is small. We are careful stewards of our forest. We plant, we thin and we harvest,
avoiding clear-cutting as much as possible. We try to preserve its diversity.

Members of our association work tirelessly to find new ways of making use of forest products. It is a
serious challenge to keep the forest healthy and economically viable. Very few of us ever keep track of the
hours we spend doing this work. It would mean acknowledging that it takes having a "real” job in order to
be able to afford hanging on to the tree farm, in the hope that future generations may enjoy it as well.

This short letter raises all sorts of points worthy of further reflection. But let’s think about the first sentence,
and the terminology that many “small woodland owners” use. Do you own a tree farm? Or a forest? Or both, or
neither? Do the words that you use evoke a reaction from others?

I've never met a self-described Tree Farmer whose sole objective is to produce a new crop for harvest. On the
flipside, I run across very few people who say they own a forest. Instead, they call it timber, woods, woodlands,
“the farm”, etc. Most of the land owners I know stay involved in the business of forestry (or whatever you want
to call it) because they like tending the land, making it productive, being out in the woods, the physical labor,
keeping up a tradition, or some combination of these. Very few would put communicating with the public
about forestry at the top of that list. But like it or not, forestry is very much a public issue

in Oregon. We are fortunate to have passionate woodland owners who can articulate its %(;
nuances to others.

Amy Grotta
OSU Extension ForestryCé&l dmbuaal WRebhbngten &a
Office Location:Co |l umbi a County Extension Service, 505
Phone:( 5038 4%27

E-maikamy . gr ot a@oregonstate. edu

Web: ht p: / / extension.oregonstate.edu/ columbi alf
Blog: ht p: / /bl ogs. oregonstate.edu/treetopics
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Check for more upcoming programs on these calendars:

ht p:// extension. oregonstate.edu/columbial/fore
htp:// calendar . orefonsesstate/ edu/ extensi on
htp://knowyourforest.org/ events/ upcoming
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Using Foliar Herbicides: Getting the Bang for Your Buck
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Birds of a Feather: the Great Blue Heron
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Western Oak Looper
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Five Points to Ponder on Forest Roads
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The following are some points to ponder in terms of road maintenance and repair. These are anecdotal
in nature and were taken over the course of a few days as [ was performing my annual, late summer
road inspection regime. Anyone desiring the full-meal-deal can contact OSU Extension and order the
recentlyrevised- AT ACET ¢ 71 1T Al AT A 2 i(sAe/pdpeg).! &EAI A ' OEAA
$117T60 AA OI 1 DAOOGEITTEI OO0 xEAT ODPOAAAEIT C ORI OI
needs to be spread a depth sufficient to allow the “fines” to adequately mix with “open” material.
Spreading too thin a layer will result in the inability of the rock to adequately bind together. The
roadway cannot “set-up” and the results will be a loose, non-compacted running surface. The issue will
be exacerbated with the coming precipitation which can wash-out the fines and the larger aggregate
will not compact sufficiently, resulting in poor traction, which leads to wash-boarding, potholes and
eventual degradation of the roadway. Rock should be spread a minimum of four inches in depth.

91 O CAO xEA O (pdddorQhe ddding prefoisitidn). The number of rock quarries in western
Oregon has increased the past few years. Many woodland owners have an option in terms of a source
for their rock, so shop around and get the best available rock at the best possible price. There are
quarries who, attempting to increase business, will offer a “deal” on oftentimes low quality rock (usually
crushed rock that contains excessive overburden). The lesson here is to remember that rock of a lower
quality cannot be substituted in additional volumes and equate to higher quality rock in smaller
volumes. The additional volume of lower quality material (sometimes the quality is so low that no
volume is sufficient) will exceed the cost of a lesser volume of higher quality material (and remember
the additional trucking costs).

7EAT OOAOAIT ETI ¢ OPEKERAI EAOBDAOKERAHh OOABAWET C |1
ITAAO OT AAxAU OEAGATAN B OAEAERErydithdy@dspin ybul tires on a rocked
surface, it becomes more difficult to negotiate that roadway without additional traction issues. If you
don’t own a 4-wheel drive vehicle, negotiate the road using the lowest engine rpms possible applying
just enough power to traverse the slope(s).

) £ AAATATTEI ¢ A AEOO Ol AA AOOET ¢ OEA xAO OAAODII
I AOBifferent soils react differently to the deleterious effects of running water, but you should assume
the worst. When constructing a waterbar, cut the roadway at an angle to diminish the force of the
running water and cut into the road surface; do not just push/pile loose soil as a berm. Compact the
displaced soil by walking the skidder, tractor or dozer back and forth thus reducing the potential for
erosion. This may require additional excavation for the structure, but that is a good thing. If deep is
good, deeper is better. A good indicator regarding sufficient depth of a dirt waterbar is knowing you
would drag the bottom of your vehicle if attempting to cross it. A hand shovel is entirely inadequate.

—_—

) £ AT 1 OO0OOAOETI ¢ 1O OBPCOAAEIORAAAT IO EAOCOACORAN ©| imm
O AAOAOOEI AOGA OEA A EAAA TR bdokE sapsia foottoh rock is relquir€dd tod C
adequately support truck traffic during a wet weather operation. This is an example where “the book,”
may have got it wrong. It will require at least that much, plus maintenance and repair in terms of track
spreading and trouble spots. It cannot be overstated: do not underestimate the wear-and-tear of heavy
truck traffic on your woodland road during the wet season.
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New Extension Publications

EC 1640, Shrubs to Know in Pacific Northwest Forests

Aut hor s: Edward C. Jensen, David Zahl er; Ne
Thi sc ofluolrl,t @s9 eanpfleel d gui de features 100 of th
around Pacifc NMorntmhweutt hffa me Btrs t sh Col umbi a
Pacifc Ocean to the nort hesrhnr uRbo ccka nensu n iltnecsl ui
wesnio;r e than 500 color photos; i ndi vidual r g
notes on range and habitat, response to dis
gl ossary of identf 4 atsen-tteverd g, | @rctdr ae dany kK
ht p:// extension.oregonstate.edu/ catalog/ abs

PNW 641, Managing Woodland Roads
Aut hors: Steve Bowers, Paul Adams; New Sept
ht p:// extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/ abs

EM 9063, Identifying and Managing Mountain Beaver Damage to Forest Resources
Aut hors: Jimmy Tayl or, Donivan Sphar, Gl enn
htp://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/ xmlui/ bits

EM 9064, Growing Your Peer Learning Network — Tools and Tips from Women Owning Woodlands
Network

Aut hors: Allyson Muth, Amanda Subjin, EIi S
New August 2013, 78 pages, $18.00

ht p:// extension.oregonstate.edu/ catalog/ pdf

EM 9087, A Land Manager's Guide for Creating Fire-Resistant Forests
Aut hors: Stephen Fitzgerald, Max Bennet; Ne
ht p://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/ xmlui/ bits

Other Publications of Interest

Wildlife in Managed Forests: Deer and Elk
By Fran Caferata Coe. Publ i shed by Oregon F
Downl oad or ordermta:prionteegch nd mp ywrsé sso mrr @gd £ o n

Tax Tips for Forest Landowners for the 2013 Tax Year

By Linda Wang and John Greene. Published by
Downl oad a pripbgd, capynwuaf update at:
htp://www. fs.fed.us/spf/coop/library/taxtps
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http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/abstract.php?seriesno=EC+1640
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/abstract.php?seriesno=PNW+641
http://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1957/41675/em9063.pdf?sequence=1
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/pdf/em/em9064_toc.pdf
http://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1957/43073/EM9087.pdf
http://oregonforests.org/content/ofri-resources
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/library/taxtips2013.pdf
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Trees and Forests in the News s 3

Portland airport wades into free-speech fight by rejecting anti-clearcutting ad (¢ K S @ @
hNB3I2y Sleypt ember 19) @

The proposed bill board, which reads * sm.f;vw.@to
part of a campaign opposing l egi sl at c ent |
would increase tmber harvestng on fede. ands.

Forest Service stopping logging on national forests across country due to government
shutdown 2 | @ KA y 3 Oy otbZa U 24 )

The agency plans to notfy 450 tmber purchasers a
contracts wil/ be suspended. Because these actvi
l ogging is being shut down on 150 natonal forest

When dice fall in the forest, do they help make science? (¢ KS / 2{ dzZ¥ept gmber 22)

|l f you | ook down on the Giford Pinchot Natonal F
t mber harvest paterns that | ook Idikeg déxmger iTherst
the ecological aspects of green tree retenton. R
on the study.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cost-Share Available from Oregon Department of Forestry

Local ODF Stewardship Foresters amsdamey docegternvg
Forest Manad@emdrntcaRloammss . wnDLkt béeac 8dmsyt elda2n0dlo3wn e r
interested should contact their | ocal Oregon Dep
al so more informhtpn/ Awwtvhosewebsipgbe/ odf/private

Il n our region, depending on the county, ODF is a
mi t gaton practces, including fuels reducton, <cre
Again, contact your | ocal ODF stewardship forest

NRCS ( Natur al Resources Conservaton Service) als
management plans and other practces, but as of t
shutdown.

Attention NRCS Clients

OSU Extension Service is conductng a resea
management planning in Oregon. We invite
Natur al Resources Conservaton Service (NRCS)

Partcipaton entails completng a survey about

t management actvites. The survey

your fores
l i ke to partcipate, pBBldéb®Rs erc o/ritckdt. k\Vie

woul d



http://www.oregonlive.com/mapes/index.ssf/2013/09/portland_airport_wades_into_fr.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/forest-service-stopping-logging-on-national-forests-across-country-due-to-government-shutdown/2013/10/04/8955a55a-2d50-11e3-b141-298f46539716_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/forest-service-stopping-logging-on-national-forests-across-country-due-to-government-shutdown/2013/10/04/8955a55a-2d50-11e3-b141-298f46539716_story.html
http://www.columbian.com/news/2013/sep/22/dice-clearcut-in-gifford-pinchot-help-make-science/
http://www.oregon.gov/odf/privateforests/pages/incentivesfsp.aspx
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