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DATE:  October 21, 2016 
 
TO:  People Interested in the 2017 Master Gardener™ Program 
 
FROM: Chip Bubl 

OSU Extension Faculty 
Agriculture 

 
SUBJECT: Preparing for Master Gardener™ Training 
 
Thank you for your interest in becoming an Oregon State University Master 
Gardener™. Master Gardeners (MGs) are OSU volunteers trained by the OSU 
Extension Service. This year, the classes will be held in Vernonia on 10 successive 
Tuesdays starting February 21st, 2017 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.  The location will 
be the Vernonia Health Center. The fee for materials and a reference manual is 
$80.00. The class will be limited to 20 trainees. 
 
Let me tell you a little about our OSU Master Gardener™ (MG) program. The 
program's objective is to develop a group of horticulturally-trained volunteers. Our 
goal is to help as many gardeners as possible and we need your help to do this. If you 
have a real interest in gardening, a little experience, and an interest in helping others, 
we can find plenty of opportunities for you.  
 
To become an OSU Master Gardener, you must complete the training program and a 
final take-home exam following the training. After training is completed in April you 
will help us conduct various gardening educational activities in Columbia County. 
These "hands-on" activities serve to reinforce the classroom sessions. We expect you 
to give us as many hours (50) in teaching others or assisting community horticulture 
projects as we give you in your training. The OSU Extension agent, with the input 
from experienced MG volunteers, will set priorities for community volunteer 
activities.  
 
Oregon has had a Master Gardener™ training program since 1976 and it has grown 
to more than 6000 MG volunteers across the state. This year, 250 MG's in the metro 
area received certificates of graduation showing that they had taken the training and 
had given an equal number of volunteer hours sharing their skills. Of those graduates, 
more than half have worked with us more than one year, some have been in the 
program for over 20 years. 
 
Now, about classes. You will attend classes one day per week for 10 weeks. Classes 
will start the week of February 21, 2017. We will offer a class every Tuesday at the 
Vernonia Health Center. Classes run five hours each day starting at 9:30 a.m. and 
ending at 3:15 p.m. We will break for a 30 minute lunch. A draft list of classes is 
enclosed. A complete schedule will be sent to those who register.  
 
 

 

Agriculture, Family and Community Development, 4-H Youth, Forestry, and Extension Sea Grant programs. Oregon 
State University, United States Department of Agriculture, and Columbia County cooperating. The Extension Service 
offers its programs and materials equally to all people. 
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Many newcomers to the OSU MG program ask, "Do you teach organic gardening?" To which 
we answer, "Yes and no." Let me explain. MG's are volunteer staff of Oregon State University. 
As such, you will be in a consulting role to give unbiased, research proven information whenever 
possible. Our job is to provide the best information possible and let the public make the choice. 
For example, if you get a question on black spot of roses, you would discuss the life cycle of the 
disease, the cultural controls (pruning, sanitation, resistant varieties, etc.) and pesticide options 
using either “organic” or conventional products. We try to work concepts of resource 
sustainability into the training sessions. We prefer Master Gardeners™ who are open minded 
enough to work with people where the people are. 
 
Master Gardener™ activities include educational seminars, the Demonstration Garden, several 
community gardens that grow food for the food banks, a Spring Garden Sale, a weekly radio 
show, work with youth groups, assistance programs for new gardeners, and other programs on 
gardening topics. It is possible to design new educational outreach efforts that mirror your 
particular interest. 
 
Registration will be done online this year. If you are interested, go to our website to register, 
you will pay your $80 materials fee. If you have troubles filling out the form online or don’t 
have access to a computer you can give the OSU Extension office a call.  
 
When we get your registration, we will put you on our mailing list to receive any additional 
mailings about classes and other MG activities. You will be sent the OSU forms packet and are 
asked to return them as soon as possible (forms include  MG Position Description, MG Code of 
Conduct, Personal Photo Release, Condition of Volunteer Service and Criminal History Release 
Authorization). 
 
 
Return the form and payment as soon as possible: 

OSU Extension Service 
Columbia County Office 
505 N. Columbia River Highway 
St. Helens, OR 97051 
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 2017 MASTER GARDENER™ TRAINING 
 TENTATIVE TOPICS 
 
 

Intro to Master Gardener™ Program 

Soils, compost, and fertilizers 

Botany for gardeners 

Vegetable gardening 

Understanding pesticides 

Entomology 

Weed control 

Plant diseases and disorders 

Tree fruit and small fruit growing 

Pruning 

Integrated pest management 

Household pests 

Plant propagation 

Vertebrate pests 
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