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Curry County Master Gardeners’ Association 

Extension Office 

A motion was made and passed at the April Curry County Master Gardeners meeting that a standard non- 
discriminatory statement be incorporated in the By-Laws of the CCMGA.  The By-Laws will read as 
amended. (New language in Italic) 
 
New Section 4. to read as follows: 
 
 Section 4. Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and 
   materials without discrimination based on age, color, disability, gender identity or 
   expression, mariueal status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or 
   veteran’s status.  Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity 
   Employer. 
 
This section will be read and acted upon at the May 2009 CCMG General Meeting. 

 Tom’s Ramblin—- 
 It’s May already… dang!  I sure did not get all of my 
“winter” projects done at my house, and I am surely 
frustrated.  By the time you read this we will have had 
our plant sale, hope it went well.  Since you are 
reading this, I will assume you read the rest of the 
articles… and I encourage you to give Robert Schuler 
feedback on his monthly articles because… he goes to 
a lot of work to provide us this information and we 
forget to say thank you… and these articles are also 
intended for the Journal that sometime we as CCMGA  
might produce to sell. 
   Those of you who are interested in Mini-College get 
online and investigate what and when you need to do, 
discounts available, but need to be done in a timely 
fashion. Dorthea has agreed to head up the Mini-
College auction and door prize collection and if you 
can help, please contact her ASAP! 
   We are hosting the OMGA meeting at the Gold 
Beach Resort on June 6th, and we will make desert 
items, and on Sunday the 7th, Jerry’s Jet Boats will 
have a group discounted, 104 mile trip that I 
encourage all of us to partake in.  The price is $82.00 
each and $8-12 more for lunch (kids under 11 are 
$37), there will be sign-up happening soon, this could 
be a lot of fun! 
   I am now begging and pleading with you for your 
help.  We have a commitment to staff the Wednesday  

Clinic, and have had to cancel some do to lack of 
participation… we have made a commitment to 
maintain the Ritchey and Demonstration Gardens 
and they are in need of a lot of serious help before 
they become waste-land, May 9 and 20 (after 
meeting) are the scheduled dates, if we could 
arrange a big time workday or… whenever… please 
let me know… help! And if you can do a 
Wednesday, let Shelley know, please. 
   Tom 
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CCMGA Officers 
President—Tom Lewis—  
1st Vice Pres—Franki Sonetti —  
2nd Vice Pres/Newsletter Editor— Chuck Stanton  
 stanchuk@aol.com  
Secretary—Marlene Crane - Treasurer— 
State Rep.—Don Hausmann  —   
Alt. State Rep.— Hal Wilson —  
Historian—Janice Hausmann  
Past President —  Sherri Scott  —  
Program Asst.— Shelley Palmer —  800 356 3986 
 Shelley.palmer@oregonstate.edu 
To contact officers leave message at the Extension 
office 1-800-356-3986,  Or Email Chuck and ask for a 
copy of the latest roster. 
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  Our Third Annual Coastal Garden & Art Tour in 
Brookings is scheduled on this date.  Reserve the day so 
you can be a volunteer at this event and join in on the fun. 
We have a free pre-tour of all gardens for those who do 
volunteer so you don't miss out on seeing all of the selected 
gardens.  Last year we had a total of 22 volunteers - we will 
be looking for approximately this many again.  So if you 
could reserve Saturday, August 1, now it would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 This is the biggest fund raiser for Curry County 
Master Gardeners.  The money raised is used for 
educationally-focused activities such as scholarships/grants 
for active Master Gardeners, equipment and materials 
needed for plant clinic research, and funding for our school 
outreach programs.  
 As the tour name implies, this is a great venue for 
local artists to show and sell their art work and is why the 
Pelican Bay Art Association (Manley Art Center) is such an 
active participant on the tour committee.  The artists 
involved last year were extremely pleased with the 
exposure they received and are already lining up to 
participate again this year. 
 Your committee has been busy lining up gardens, 
writing publicity, making signs, printing  tickets and 
posters.  There are hundreds of things that need to be done 
with a project of this magnitude,   we can use more help 
with every one of them. 
  Your Master Gardener volunteers on the committee 
are , Jerry Holcomb, Reg Milhon, Dorothy Power, Nola 
Range, Sherri Scott, and Chuck Stanton.  It's a fun, 
productive group and we would appreciate your 
participation and help.  Please call any one of us to 
volunteer, or to ask a question, or to offer a suggestion.  
  
  
  
  
 
 

Shelley Rambles: 
   In case you didn't notice, Master Gardeners 
have been very busy this past month! 
   We held our first Fred Meyer plant clinic, 
which coincided with Freddie's Azalea Sale, so 
we had a great turnout in terms of contacts.  
   A  new program held at the Chetco Grange in 
Harbor, "Growing Things on the Wild Rivers 
Coast", was a huge success.  Hoberley and 
Robert Schuler, and Jerry Holcomb sat on a 
panel discussing the problems and "how-to's" 
associated with growing in our area.  We also 
held a plant clinic/info booth at the event, and 
ran out of publications!  Over sixty people 
attended the event; the majority wanted info on 
vegetable gardening.  This trend will continue as 
the year progresses, and we will be ready! 
   Office plant clinics are in full swing.  Trainees 
have been mentored by veterans who have 
helped not only field calls and solve mysteries, 
but have also updated our Diagnosis Index and 
files to stay current.  A BIG THANK YOU to 
those seven veterans who have signed up for this 
task over the summer. We could always use 
more help, so please call or email to sign up. 
   The Ritchey Garden and Demo garden have 
been cleaned up and revamped.  Since we host 
the quarterly OMGA meeting in June, it will be 
nice to have these areas looking spiffy.  Also, 
the fair is early this year, so we will need extra 
help getting things ready for the public.  If 
you're interested in helping with the gardens, let 
us know. 
   Charlie Klea and his students at Pacific High 
School completed the first online MG training 
last month.  Let's do our best to get them 
involved in the program here locally!  Speaking 
of schools, the Kalmiopsis School Garden is 
coming along beautifully.  The water line was 
installed two weeks ago and we've just received 
word that the lumber for the beds is 
available.  Watch your emails for requests for 
work parties coming your way soon! 
-Shelley 
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   Bob was a member of Curry County Master Gardeners for many years. He 
served both as president and as a member of the executive board for the local 
chapter.  
   Bob will be remembered best for his willingness to act as a mentor to new 
members. He was always ready to help whenever and wherever a new project 
was being planned. His presence will be greatly missed by many. 
    In his memory, Curry County Master Gardeners will be purchasing a garden 
book to add to the CCMG library. 
    Thanks, Bob, for your example and your help. 
    Bill Eller, OMGA President. 

Bob Van Leer (third from the left) Past president of Curry County Master Gardeners,  Publisher/Owner of the Curry County Reporter 
for 41 years, passed away March 6, 2009.  Show here in 2003 at Bob’s barn/work shop as  Master Gardeners packaging trees to be 

Remembering Bob Van Leer 

 From the editor's Desk_ 
    I just wanted to add a few words about Bob, he was a soft 
spoken man who commanded respect and admiration from 
those around him.  Bob was the president of CCMG when I 
joined.  He will be missed. 
    May is here, we have so much going.  The plant sale in Gold 
Beach will be in full swing this week end, plant clinics all 
month, both at the Extension Office and at Fred Meyers. 

The Azalea Festival in Brookings on Memorial Day weekend, 
the K School garden project. They all need our support and help.   
   Then it’s our own gardens,  weeding, planting, and all the 
things that go with being a gardener.   
   Just getting outside in this wonderful weather we have here in 
Curry County is enough to get one excited.  
   I hope you all have plenty to do and if you don’t, call Shelley, 
or Tom or myself, we have lots of things you can help out with. 
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 CCMGA Meeting Minutes 
April 15, 2009  OSU Extension Office 

In attendance:  Tom Lewis,  Chuck Stanton, 
Frankie Sonetti, Hoberley Schuler, Robert Schuler, 
Kirk Johnson, Darcy Wells, Hal Wilson, Reg 
Milhon, Don Hausmann, Shelley Palmer, Bill Eller, 
Marlene Crane.  Meeting called to order by 
President, Tom Lewis at 10:02 a.m. 
March Minutes:  Approved. 
Treasurer’s Report: 3/16/09 thru 4/15/09:            
   Beginning balance:                $6,013.55 
   Ending balance:                     $5,808.40  
    Treasurer’s Report for April 09 Approved. 
Old Business: 
Correspondence: Tom received a packet from the 
OMGA office regarding mini college, including 
instructions for the silent auction, chapter displays, 
scholarship, and door prize reminder.  Our group 
will be soliciting items or services for the silent 
auction.  Tom asked for volunteers to coordinate this 
task.  Marlene will supply the list of last year’s 
contributors so they can be approached again this 
year. 
State Report:  Bill Eller reported that the Master 
Gardener program lost Lake County, and Polk 
County is having problems maintaining their MG 
program – they don’t have a building right now.  
Someone asked if we have a provision in the bylaws 
for disposition of monies or material items in the 
event the organization folds – and after checking, we 
found that our bylaws have such a provision.  Early 
registration for mini-college with discounts available 
up to June 1 online, and mini-college runs August 5-
8, 2009.  The cost is $245.00; if one goes early for 
the leadership day, the cost is an additional $34.50.  
The website is: extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/mini-
college. 
   The State Quarterly meeting will be in June, held 
at the Gold Beach resort, and will be catered.  Tom 
inquired if we would be willing to provide desserts if 
it would cut costs, and several folks volunteered to 
provide such, if asked.  On Sunday there will be a jet 
boat ride provided by Jerry’s Jet Boats, who will 
provide a discount to the meeting attendees.  This 
meeting is an opportunity for local Master Gardeners 
to network with MGs from all over the state.  Gold 
Beach Chamber of Commerce will provide gifts for 
the attendees; in addition Robert Schuler will be 
providing plants as gifts for the attendees. 
 
 
 

   Robert Schuler reported on the composting project.  
Curry Transfer is trying to get the compost bins built 
inexpensively for use by community members.  This 
project is on-going. 
Schools: The garden project at Riley Creek school is 
stalled due to lack of interest by the school staff. 
Several attempts have been made to contact staff and 
to stir up enthusiasm, but so far it’s dead in the water. 
It was decided by the group to remove the school 
name from our plant sale flyer, as the students 
haven’t been preparing plants for sale, as of this 
meeting, but… The School will be participating in 
our sale (news on Thursday). 
Kalmiopsis: Robert reported that he is working with 
first graders at Kalmiopsis every Tuesday at noon for 
the gardening project.  Robert thanked the CCMGA 
for the soil it provided which allows the teachers and 
students to continue to plant seeds.  Shelley reported 
that the Kasper program will be involved in activities 
for Earth Day which is April 22; also activities are 
planned for May 19th.  Shelley reported that the 
school garden project is making good progress.  They 
have purchased water pipe; they are acquiring a large 
gate for the garden.  They are searching out bed 
materials and soil.  They have put off placing large 
rocks on the hillside until they see what the City will 
be doing regarding sidewalks along one side of the 
garden.  Shelley stated that she is having talks with 
the women who head up the Extension 4-H project 
about partnering the school garden project with 4-H 
Club.  It would be a mutually beneficial partnership.   
Journal:   Robert Schuler reported he is still working 
on the Journal.  He has most of the articles that he 
needs at this point. 
Ritchey & Demo Garden:  Tom Lewis reported that 
there have been several work days, and he thanked 
those who have helped.  The next work day for the 
demo garden will be April 18, at 11:00 a.m. to prune 
the overgrown bushes.  Please come and help if you 
can, additional workdays on Wed. April 29th and Sat. 
May 9th, both at 11:00. 
Coastal Garden & Art Tour:   The committee had 
another meeting and has looked at a few more 
gardens which are being considered for the tour. They 
can still use more gardens.  They will have another 
meeting this month.  They obtained some banners 
which they are hoping to use to advertise the event at 
either end of the town of Brookings.  They may have  
Continued on page 5 
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CCMGA Meeting Minutes 
April 15, 2009 Continued— 

to make some changes to the banners, as they have a 
commercial logo on them. 
Shelley Palmer’s  Report:  Shelley reported that on 
April 11th, the Grange in Brookings hosted a free 
gardening workshop which was well attended by the 
community.  She and a few other MGs were there 
handing out informational materials (and free 
advice).  They may want to do a weed workshop in a 
few months – if so, MGs will be needed to assist.  
Also the Grange wants to re-vamp their grounds 
(located across the highway from Blue Pacific Real 
Estate in Brookings).  The Grange gave us money 
for the school project in the past, so we have a need 
to reciprocate by moving plants, etc.  There is a plant 
fair in Pt. Orford on May 9th.  Discussion ensued 
about how MGs can best assist with this event.  
Frankie will let us know what may be required from 
local MGs.  Shelley noted that we are one of a few 
counties which do not have a presence at the local 
Farmers’ market.  We can rent a booth at the 
Farmers’ Market free for the first time, and then 
$16.00 per day thereafter. Shelley asked us to think 
about this and what we might like to do in this 
regard.  Perhaps we could set up a clinic there once 
per month during the months of June, July, August.  
Gail Langellotto from the State office sent Shelley 
an update on MG business.  One item that is being 
reviewed is the recertification requirements for 
MGs.  There are two conflicting policies and there is 
a need to standardize how the recertification is done.  
More on this later.  The state is also working on 
getting an online system for tracking MG volunteer 
hours.   
New Business: 
The Plant sale: (May 2 & 3) is next on our event 
list.  Shelley needs to be told who is growing what 
plants for the sale, so that she (we) can prepare the 
plant tags before the event, and monitor Sudden Oak 
Death quarantine.  The hours for the plant sale are 
Saturday, 9:30 – 3:00, and Sunday, 12:00 – 3:00.   
Setup is Friday, 1:00 – 4:00. 
    A recent audit by the State of CCMGA 
procedures and policies revealed that we are not 
including a non-discriminatory statement in our 
official documents, so the group had a discussion 
about how best to go about this.  It was decided that 
the appropriate place for such a statement was in  

Article II of the By-laws (Type of Organization and 
Affiliation).  A motion was made by Tom Lewis to  
present to the membership at the May 20th meeting, 
the standard non-discriminatory statement to be 
incorporated into the By-laws of the CCMGA.  The 
motion was seconded and carried.  At the May 20th 
general meeting a vote will be taken on amending the 
By-laws to include this non-discriminatory provision. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.  Minutes submitted 
by Marlene Crane, secretary 

GARDEN PATCH POINTERS 
May Garden Activities 

   Now that spring flowers are in abundance it is time to get out in 
the garden and play!  The flowers should last throughout the 
month if we do not have extremely hot temperatures.  May 
signals the second major pruning season of the year.  With most 
of the “hard” work completed, you will have time to accomplish 
this chore and prepare for summer/fall planting.  If the weather 
remains cool, watering will not be demanding. 
   Subtropicals and other heat loving plants can still be planted 
from containers in time to reestablish them before the summer 
heat.  Keep these plants away from heat-reflecting surfaces such 
as your house exterior walls, paving, etc.   The shrub group 
includes bougainvillea, gardenia, hibiscus, Natal plum; trees 
include avocado, citrus and specialty fruits.  Agapanthus, daylily 
and other lilies can be planted from pots now. 
   Prepare summer planting beds by working in last year’s mulch 
with new soil amendments.  This is a good time to use some of 
the compost that you have been preparing all winter.   
   Make certain that you have planted the summer seeds that you 
ordered earlier this year.  When selecting new pony packs, make 
certain the plant is not overgrown and the roots are not 
compacted.  Don’t purchase winter and spring blooming plants 
left over at the nurseries. 
   Full sun plants include: amaranthus, celosia, cosmos, dwarf 
dahlia, geraniums, gloriosa daisy, marigold, petunia, phlox, 
portulaca, salvia, vinca, verbena, and zinnia. 
Part shade annuals include ageratum, begonias, clarkia, coleus, 
columbine, fuchsias, impatiens, and lobelia. 
   Trailing flowers include campanula, cascading petunias, ivy 
geranium, lobelia, nasturtiums, nerembergia, portulaca, and sweet 
alyssum. 
   Perennial Plants include coreopsis, rudbeckia, penstemon, 
pentas, scabiosa, and statice.  
Flowers to attract butterflies include; asclepias, asters, Buddelia, 
lantana, marigolds, and zinnia. 
   Blooms to attract beneficial insects include cosmos, bachelor 
buttons, sweet alyssum, coreopsis, most herbs, and yarrow. 
   Container plants- Herbs and most of the above flowers are good 
container plants as you can move them around for the sun or 
shade and to keep the plant rotated for sun.  Add the new colors 
of alstroemeria flowers and caladiums for their colorful leaves.  
   Flower seeds that you purchased from the seed catalogs, should 
Continued next page  
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May 
5/2 & 5/3/09 Plant Sale at Extension Office with Riley Creek School 
5/9/09  Saturday Plant Clinic at Fred Meyer Brookings 10-1PM 
5/20/09              Wednesday, 10:00 - Meeting at Extension Office 
5/22, 23,24 Azalea Festival—Plant Clinic at Chetco Grange w/BH Garden Club 
June 
6/6/09  Statewide Quarterly MG Meeting in Gold Beach 
6/13/09              Saturday Plant Clinic at Fred Meyer Brookings 10-1PM 
6/17/09              Wednesday, 10:00 - Meeting at Extension Office 
July 
7/4/09  Port Orford Event 
7/9 – 12/09 County Fair  
7/11/09              Saturday Plant Clinic at Fred Meyer Brookings 10-1PM 
7/15/09              Wednesday, 10:00 - Meeting at Extension Office 
August 
8/1/09  Coastal Gardens & Art Tour 
8/5 – 8/8/09 Mini-College in Corvallis 
8/19/09              Wednesday, 10:00 - Meeting at Extension Office 
September 
9/16/09              Wednesday, 10:00 - Meeting at Extension Office/Clinics end 
October 
  Winchuck Event? 
10/21/09 Wednesday, 10:00 - Meeting at Extension Office 
November 
11/18/09 Wednesday, 10:00 - Meeting at Extension Office 
December 
12/16/09 Meeting & Awards at ? ? ? 

CCMGA Schedule of Events 2009 

Continued from page 5 
be planted this month.  Not mentioned above are balsam, 
fibrous begonia, gaillardia, and carnation, Cleome, Cone 
flowers, Chrysanthemum, Dianthus, Four o’clock, Hollyhock, 
Nicotiana, as well as Sunflower.  There are many others to 
choose from that can be planted now, check the seed racks. 
   Bulbs, corms, rhizomes, tubers, etc. – wait until the foliage of 
the winter and spring bulbs have withered before taking them 
out of the ground.  Some deeply planted bulbs can remain, but 
shallow rooted bulbs such as ranunculus may rot if left in the 
ground.  Look for summer bulbs such as tuberous begonias to 
add to your collection. 
   Pruning – keep faded blossoms off your annuals and 
perennials, camellias and especially your roses (which need to 
be cut back to the second five-leaflet bud).  It is very important 
to tip pinch citrus, hibiscus, fuchsia, geraniums, impatiens and 
summer annuals and perennials this month to encourage 
branching and bushiness.  Spring blooming shrubs and vines 
need to be cut back as they finish blooming to encourage next 
year’s flowers as they will be on the new summer growth.  You 
can usually prune up to 20% to 25% of the plant safely.  Pinch 
back chrysanthemum plants for more branching this month and 
again in July to prevent leggy growth. 
   Pest control this month includes baiting for snails (“sluggo” 
and other baits that are animal friendly) in cool damp areas. 

Snails and slugs are eager to eat newly planted Marigolds as 
well as the new annual and perennial plants.  Regular heavy 
sprays of water on aphid infestations will make them drop 
off the plant.  A clean up with a vinegar spray on roses works 
wonders for mildew, mites etc. Recipe is 2 T of 5% vinegar 
to one gallon of water in the hose-in container.  Spray for 
leaf rolling and cabbage worms as necessary with an organic 
spray. 
      Fertilizer – Your gardenias, camellias, rhododendrons, 
blueberries, and azaleas, need an acid food 
application.  Yellow leaves will benefit from an application 
of iron chelate with trace minerals.  So will bottlebrush, 
liquidambar, magnolia and grevilleas.   
Most plants will grow better with an application of all 
purpose fertilizer, either granule, slow release, or by 
spray.  Avocados and citrus will need their second 
application of fertilizer this month.  Roses will need a second 
fertilizing as the blooms fade.. 
   Do you have a garden question?  E-mail giving your name, 
city where you live to: rhschuler@verizon.net  
Robert H. Schuler, M.G. 
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 : 
  Have you seen the Curry County Master Gardeners website? 
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/curry/mg.php  Don Hausmann edits this site and keeps it up to 
date monthly.  
 The last Monday of the month is the cut-off date for submitting articles for the 
Brambles.  Email them to stanchuk@aol.com. This is your newsletter, if you have something 
to share please contact Chuck. He will try his best to get it included. 
 Thanks to all of you who generously contributed to this edition of the Brambles.  All 
submissions are welcome and gladly accepted. 
 May Monthly Meeting— May 20th  at the  Extension Office, 10:00 a.m.  See you 
There. 

Curry County Master Gardener’s Association 
P O Box 488  
Gold Beach, OR  97444 
 

Your Dues for 2009: Your dues are due, please make a check out to CCMG and mail it to 
the Extension office as soon as possible.  As stated in CCMG Standing Rules: “Members not 
paying dues shall be dropped from membership April 1.” If you don’t wish to be dropped 
from the membership role PAY YOUR DUES!   
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