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            Below is a list of plants that tend to be more deer-resistant. Deer-resistant does not mean deer-proof, and even the plants on this list will get nibbled on from time to time. Deer browsing depends upon the available food source for that year, time of year, location, deer species, and simple curiosity. The only sure-fire way to keep the deer from nibbling is to put up a tall enough fence. Use this list as a guideline and good luck!


Trees


	Concolor Fir (Abies concolor)
	Grand Fir (Abies grandis)
	Sub-alpine Fir (Abies lasiocarpa)
	Vine Maple (Acer circinatum)
	Boxelder (Acer negundo)
	Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera)
	European White Birch (Betula pendula)
	Incense Cedar (Calocedrus decurrens)
	Atlas Cedar (Cedrus negundo)
	Port Orford Cedar (Chamaecyparis lawsoniana)
	Kousa Dogwood (Cornus kousa)
	English Hawthorn (Crataegus laevigata)
	Russian Olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia)
	European Beech (Fagus sylvatica)
	Green Ash or White Ash (Fraxinus spp.)
	Honey Locust (Gleditsia triacanthos)
	Holly (Ilex spp.)
	Juniper (Juniperus spp.)
	Western Larch (Larix occidentalis)
	Norway Spruce (Picea abies)
	White Spruce (Picea glauca)
	Colorado Blue Spruce (Picea pungens)
	Bristlecone Pine (Pinus aristata)
	Mugo Pine (Pinus mugo)
	Austrian Pine (Pinus nigra)
	Scotch Pine (Pinus sylvestris)
	Japanese Flowering Cherry (Prunus serrulata)
	Pin Oak (Quercus palustris)
	Red Oak (Quercus rubra)
	Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia)
	Pink Idaho Locust (Robinia x ambigua “Idahoensis”)
	Corkscrew Willow (Salix matsudana tortuosa)
	Mountain Ash (Sorbus aucuparia)
	Japanese tree Lilac (Syringa reticulata)

Shrubs


	Barberry (Berberis spp.)
	Butterfly Bush (cultivars)
	Pea Shrub (Caragana spp.)
	Bluebeard (Caryopteris clandonensis)
	Flowering Quince (Chaenomeles spp.)
	Desert Sweet (Chamaebatiaria millefolium)
	Gray Rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus nauseosus)
	Green Rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus)
	Red Osier Dogwood (Cornus stolonifera)
	Smoke tree (Cotinus coggygria)
	Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster spp.)
	Daphne (Daphne spp.)
	Forsythia (Forsythia spp.)
	False Broom (Genista lydia)
	Holly (Ilex spp.)
	Juniper (Juniperus spp.)
	Beauty Bush (Kolkwitzia amabilis)
	Privet (Ligustrum spp.)
	Arnold’s Red Honey-suckle (Lonicera tatarica ‘Arnold’s Red’)
	Oregon Grape Holly (Mahonia aquifolium)
	Prickly Pear (Opuntia spp.)
	Pumila Spruce (Picea abies ‘Pumila’)
	Shrubby Potentilla (Potentilla fruticosa)
	Firethorn (Pyracantha spp.)
	Buckthorn (Rhamnus spp.)
	Rhododendron (Rhododendron spp.)
	Red Elderberry (Sambucus racemosa)
	Buffaloberry (Shepherdia canadensis)
	Snowmound Spirea (Spiraea nipponica)
	Common Lilac (Syringa vulgaris)
	Viburnum (Viburnum spp.)
	Adam’s Needle Yucca (Yucca filamentosa)

Vines


	Clematis (Clematis spp.)
	Japanese Wisteria (Wisteria floribunda)

Perennials & Bulbs


	Yarrow (Achillea spp.)
	Monkshood (Aconitum spp.)
	Ladybells (Adenophora confusa)
	Bishop’s Weed (Aegopodium podagraria)
	Hyssop (Agastache rupestris)
	Carpet Bugle (Ajuga reptans)
	Onion/Garlic (Allium spp.)
	Ornamental Onion (Allium senescens ‘Glaucum’)
	Leadplant (Amorpha canescens)
	Marguerite Daisy (Anthemis spp.)
	Columbine (Aquilegia spp.)
	Wormwood or Sage (Artemisia spp.)
	Big Sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata)
	Basket of Gold (Aurinia saxatilis)
	Arrow-leaf Balsamroot (Balsamorhiza sagittata)
	False Indigo (Baptisia australis)
	Bluebeard (Caryopteris clandonensis)
	Bachelor’s Button (Centaurea cyanus)
	Snow in Summer (Cerastium tomentosum)
	Coreopsis or Tickseed (Coreopsis grandiflora)
	Threadleaf Coreopsis (Coreopsis verticillata)
	Delphinium (Delphinium spp.)
	Sweet William (Dianthus barbatus)

Perennials


	Maiden Pinks (Dianthus deltoides )
	Bleeding Heart (Dicentra spp. )
	Foxglove (Digitalis spp. )
	Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)
	Buckwheat (Eriogonum spp.)
	Spurge (Euphorbia spp.)
	Apache Plume (Fallugia paradoxa)
	Blanket Flower (Gaillardia spp.)
	Sweet Woodruff (Galium odoratum)
	Cranesbill (Geranium spp.)
	Grecian Rose (Geum spp.)
	Baby Breath (Gypsophila spp.)
	Sneezeweed (Helenium spp.)
	Sunflower (Helianthus spp.)
	Hellebore (Helleborus spp.)
	Daylily (Hemerocallis spp.)
	Dame’s Rocket (Hesperis matronalis)
	Hyssop (Hyssopus officinalis)
	Iris (Iris spp.)
	Red-hot Poker (Kniphofia uvaria)
	Deadnettle (Lamium spp.)
	Lavender (Lavandula spp.)
	Gayfeather (Liatris spp.)
	Blue Flax (Linum lewisii)
	Desert Parsley (Lomatium spp.)
	Lupine (Lupinus spp.)
	Maltese Cross (Lychnis chalcedonica)
	Rose Campion (Lychnis coronaria)
	Daffodil, Narcissus (Narcissus spp.)
	Catmint (Nepeta spp.)
	Evening Primrose (Oenothera spp.)
	Oregano (Origanum spp.)
	Peony (Paeonia spp.)
	Oriental Poppy (Papaver orientale)
	Penstemon (Penstemon spp.)
	Russian Sage (Perovskia atriplicifolia)
	Obedient Plant (Physostegia virginiana)
	Creeping potentilla (Potentilla verna ‘Nana’)
	Mexican Hat (Ratibida spp.)
	Rhubarb (Rheum spp.)
	Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia spp.)
	Sage (Salvia nemorosa)
	Lavender Cotton (Santolina chamaecyparissus)
	Soapwort (Saponaria spp.)
	Pincushion (Scabiosa spp.)
	Catchfly (Silene spp.)
	Goldenrod (Solidago spp.)
	Lamb’s Ear (Stachys byzantina)
	Orange Globe Mallow (Sphaeralcea munroana)
	Tansy & Feverfew (Tanacetum spp.)
	Germander (Teucrium spp.)
	Thyme (Thymus spp.)
	Periwinkle (Vinca minor)
	Mule’s Ears (Wyethia spp.)
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							How to select and plant bare-root native plants
							
					

		Bare-root native plants are an economical way for gardeners to contribute to the health of ecosystems and watersheds. While they are affordable because of their small size, they also require careful handling.
				
										Jul 2018 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              
[image: ]




      



					
							
				Photo: Chris Branam (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Metro Connection Newsletter
							
					

		This newsletter covers Multnomah and Washington Counties, two of the three tri-counties that comprise the metro region.
				
									Newsletter
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							Get a leg up on fruit tree problems with dormant oils 
							
					

		Applying dormant sprays helps control nasty pests and diseases like codling moths and apple scab.
				
							Kym Pokorny |
										Dec 14, 2023 |
						News story
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				Credit: Alyson Yates (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Early spring is the best time to plant strawberries
							
					

		Once you’ve decided on the type of strawberry to grow, you’ll want to choose a variety and decide which method to plant them.
				
							Kym Pokorny |
										Mar 29, 2024 |
						News story
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							Roll up your sleeves: Use multiple strategies to control invasive weeds
							
					

		Keeping weeds at bay can be frustrating, but it can be done.
				
							Kym Pokorny |
										Aug 14, 2020 |
						News story
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				Credit Mary Stewart (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							High Desert Garden Tour educates gardeners on growing conditions
							
					

		Annual Extension event helps gardeners successfully navigate the unique soils and extreme climate of central Oregon.
				
							Amy Jo Detweiler |
										Apr 2024 |
						Impact story
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							Straw bale gardens work where others won’t
							
					

		If you've got little space, bad soil or aren't able to bend over, straw bale gardening is an altertnative to inground gardens.
				
							Kym Pokorny |
										Mar 6, 2020 |
						News story
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				Credit: Hannah O'Leary (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							How to keep deer away when a garden fence isn't practical
							
					

		For gardeners, deer can be a formidable foe. The only sure-fire defense is the double fence, which is costly and unsightly. But there are several other tactics that, while not permanent solutions, can keep deer at bay.
				
							Nicole Sanchez |
										Jul 2020 |
						Article
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				Photo Credit: Dylan - Adobe Stock (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							How to stop the deer from grazing on my garden?
							
					

		We live in a rural setting, with deer coming through twice a day. Can you recommend a good physical structure/repellant plant combination to be able to grow a garden?
				
							Donald Lauer |
										Feb 2014 |
						Featured question
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							Streamside Gardening
							
					

		Your streamside is part of a larger system of plants and animals that live near and within the stream itself.
				
										Jul 2018 |
						Collection
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				Photo by Weston Miller. (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Entomology for gardeners
							
					

		Your garden is full of insects—some friends, some foes. Learn how to identify insects so that you know how to respond when you see them in your garden.
				
							Jean R. Natter |
										Jan 2019 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              
[image: Jumping Worm Amynthas agrestis. Size: 70-160mmx5-8mm. 63-100 segments, reddish brown iridescent worm that will thrash and jump when disturbed. Each segment has a ring of setae, large distinct mouth. Clitellum is milky, smooth, flush, annular.]




      



					
							
				Photo: Linda Tucker Serniak, PhD candidate at Oregon State University and Joanne Schneidermann Dole, Master Gardener (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Stopping the spread of jumping worms calls for vigilance
							
					

		The jumping worm, an invasive species new to Oregon, harms the soil by reducing it to granules, making it more porous and less able to retain water. Here's how to identify jumping worms and help stop their spread.
				
							Gail Langellotto, Samuel Chan, LeAnn Locher |
										May 2021 |
						Article
							
																Peer reviewed (Gray level)
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							Environmental factors affecting plant growth
							
					

		Learn about the environmental factors that affect plant growth: light, temperature, water, humidity and nutrition. Either directly or indirectly, most plant problems are caused by environmental stress.
				
							Ann Marie VanDerZanden |
										Jan 2008 |
						Article
							
																Peer reviewed (Gray level)
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							How hormones and growth regulators affect your plants
							
					

		Plant hormones and growth regulators are chemicals that affect flowering, aging, root growth, distortion and killing of organs, prevention or promotion of stem elongation, color enhancement of fruit, prevention of leafing and/or leaf fall, and many other conditions.
				
							Ann Marie VanDerZanden |
										Jul 2012 |
						Article
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				Credit: Francesco Gallarotti (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							What's a petiole? Botany terms explained
							
					

		Axil, cambium, chlorophyll, dicot — the science of botany has a language all its own. Learn what these words mean and more in this glossary of botany terms.
				
										Jun 2019 |
						Article
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							Reproductive plant parts
							
					

		Reproductive plant parts produce seed; they include flower buds, flowers, fruit, and seeds.
				
							Ann Marie VanDerZanden |
										Jan 2008 |
						Article
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							Ecological Design of Urban Landscapes: Economic, Social and Ecological Benefits
							
					

		 An   ecological   approach   to   landscape   design   incorporates   natural   systems   as   an   integral   part   of   urban   landscapes.   It   differs   from   conventional   landscaping   in   that   buildings,   hardscape,   and   landscape   are   planned   as   a  ...
				
							Signe Danler, Gail Langellotto |
										Mar 2015 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
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							Botany Basics
							
					

		Plants are essential to life on earth. Understanding how plants grow and develop helps us capitalize on their usefulness and make them part of our everyday lives.
				
							Ann Marie VanDerZanden |
										Jan 2008 |
						Collection
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Have a question? Ask Extension!

      
				
		

            Ask Extension is a way for you to get answers from the Oregon State University Extension Service. We have experts in family and health, community development, food and agriculture, coastal issues, forestry, programs for young people, and gardening.


      
					
			Ask us a question
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