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										Timely attention to sheep nutrition can boost number of lambs									
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            Increasing the plane of nutrition for ewes — a practice known as "flushing" — two to three weeks prior to breeding and three weeks into the breeding season can improve lamb crop in some instances.


Flushing works best on mature ewes that are in moderate to good body condition. Very thin or overly fat ewes have a lower response. Ewes that are maintained in good condition on relatively high planes of nutrition throughout the year are also less likely to respond to flushing.


Time of breeding season also influences the response to flushing. It is more beneficial to flush early or late in the breeding season, when ovulation rates are naturally lower, compared to the middle of the breeding season.


Flushing not only increases the number of ovulations, or eggs, in the ewe, but also improves survival of the lamb embryo. What happens is that more eggs are available for fertilization and those that are fertilized have an improved chance to survive the delicate early life stage. The end result is that more lambs are born.


What is needed in the ewe's diet


Corn is usually used, but other options can work; one is irrigated pasture. What is actually needed is an increase in energy content of the ewe’s diet. Protein levels in the diet are also usually increased at this time. 


Under maintenance conditions, a 154-pound ewe will need:


	About 2.6 pounds of dry matter (dried feed), including:
		1.5 pounds TDN (energy)
	0.25 pound of protein



During flushing, that same ewe will need:


	4 pounds of dry matter, including:
		2.3 pounds of TDN
	0.36 pound protein



This is according to Nutrient Requirements of Domestic Animals.


One pound of corn (90% TDN, 10% protein) can provide this extra energy (0.9 pound TDN) and protein (0.1 pound CP). Increasing productivity through nutrition may improve return per ewe.
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							Sheep management calendar
							
					

		A management calendar of suggested practices to follow is useful to the beginning as well as experienced producers in managing the sheep flock.
				
							James Thompson |
										Jun 2012 |
						Article
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							Livestock producers embrace progressive tactics for dealing with wolves
							
					

		Extension’s efforts have allowed members and organizations from the cattle industry to work with other organizations they traditionally avoided.
				
							Ian McGregor |
										Apr 2021 |
						Impact story
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					

              





      
					
					

	
		
							
							Disposal of animal mortality and byproducts
							
					

		 For   many   Oregon   livestock   owners   struggling   with   the   disposal   of   animal   mortality   and   byproducts,   rendering   is   not   a   viable   option.   Alternatives   include   natural   disposal,   burying,   landfills,   incineration,   and   composting.   Learn   the  ...
				
							Michael Gamroth |
										Sep 2006 |
						Article
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							Good choices on rams now translate to good flock production later
							
					

		There is no room for snap judgments when selecting breeding sheep. Next year’s lamb crop depends on careful choices. Taking the time to look closely at prospects will pay off with an improved flock down the road.
				
							James Thompson |
										Aug 2018 |
						Article
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							Out-of-season lambing
							
					

		The ram effect helps induce out-of-season lambing.
				
							James Thompson |
										Aug 2018 |
						Article
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							Cyanide (Prussic Acid) Testing
							
					

		This document has directions on using Cyantesmo Paper for testing fresh forages for Cyanide (Prussic Acid).
				
							Strickland, G, G. |
										Aug 2019 |
						Article
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							Series of livestock clinics enhances 4-H experience in Lake County
							
					

		4-H in Lake County held livestock fitting and showing clinics throughout 2022 that were open to both 4-H and FFA youths.
				
							Breann Vandenberg |
										May 2023 |
						Impact story
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo provided by Randy Comeleo (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Using coyotes to protect livestock. Wait. What?
							
					

		Protecting livestock by using one predator to repel another has given rise to an apparent oxymoron: guard coyote. But research has documented that when predators are eliminated, livestock losses can increase.
				
							Randy Comeleo |
										Jun 2018 |
						Article
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							The causes and prevention of pregnancy ketosis in small ruminants
							
					

		New producers of sheep and goats often first learn about pregnancy ketosis the hard way — with a dead dam, fetuses or both. Learn about the causes of ketosis and how to prevent it.
				
							Susan Kerr |
										Jul 2014 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo by Kalista Schuster. Used with permission. (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Late winter can be a perilous time for livestock
							
					

		Late winter and early spring can be a perilous time for livestock. It's a time when even a full stomach won't stave off starvation. That's why livestock managers must pay close attention to the health of their animals.
				
							Susan Kerr |
										Dec 2009 |
						Article
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							The most common causes of miscarriages in sheep and goats
							
					

		There are many causes of fetal loss in sheep and goats — infectious diseases, genetics, stress, weather anomalies and nutritional mishaps. Here's a look at the most common causes and how to prevent them.
				
							Susan Kerr |
										Mar 2010 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo provided by Susan Kerr (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							How to starve animals with a full stomach
							
					

		Some poor-quality hay can’t supply basic nutritional requirements to livestock or allow for proper growth, lactation, pregnancy or work, but livestock owners can avoid problems by understanding basic principles related to hay, legume, mixed-grass or legume hay.
				
							Susan Kerr |
										Jul 2018 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo: CDC/Alexander J. da Silva (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							How to prevent 'meat measles' in livestock
							
					

		"Meat measles" is the common name for cysticercosis, a condition in which tapeworm larvae embed themselves in the muscles or organs of livestock. Here's how livestock producers can keep meat measles at bay.
				
							Susan Kerr |
										Jun 2013 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Credit: леонид сидоров, Adobe Stock  (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Oregon Small Farms Newsletter
							
					

		 From   their   website:   Oregon   Small   Farm   News   is   a   free   online   newsletter   that   concentrates   on   both   commercial   small   farm   entrepreneurs   as   well   as   non-commercial   small   acreage   landowners.   Our   focus   embraces   organic/biological   and  ...
				
									Newsletter
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Sampling Agricultural Odors
							
					

		 Agricultural   odors   are   a   combination   of   many   different   gases   in   extremely   low   concentrations.   The   slightest   difference   in   composition   can   alter   the   way   a   person   perceives   the   odor.   To   distinguish   among   different  ...
				
							Ron E. Sheffield, Pius Ndegwa |
										Jan 2008 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
														
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Internal Parasites in Sheep and Goats
							
					

		 This   publication   describes   the   parasites   most   commonly   found   in   sheep   and   goats   and   outlines   methods   for   identifying,   testing   for,   and   treating   parasite   infestations.   This   publication   is   printed   to   order   and   shipped  ...
				
							Aurora Villarroel |
										Feb 2013 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
														
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Living on the Land: Getting Started with Sheep and Goats
							
					

		 This   publication   is   part   of   the   Living   on   the   Land   series.   It   provides   concise   information   on   first   steps   in   starting   a   small   flock   of   sheep   or   goats   for   the   backyard   and   small   flock   producer.   Topics   include  ...
				
							Susan Kerr, Dani Annala, Brian Tuck, Ellen Hammond, Shilah Olson |
										Apr 2015 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
														
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					

              





      
					
					

	
		
							
							Services - Livestock Auction, Scales, and Marketing
							
					

		A collection of items concerning livestock auctions, scales, and marketing.
				
										Aug 2019 |
						Collection
					

	



  



							

			


    

  
          
      




  



	
		

            
	

            






      
	



      
					

	
		
					

            
Have a question? Ask Extension!

      
				
		

            Ask Extension is a way for you to get answers from the Oregon State University Extension Service. We have experts in family and health, community development, food and agriculture, coastal issues, forestry, programs for young people, and gardening.


      
					
			Ask us a question
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Ask Extension
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            OSU Extension is part of the division of Extension and Engagement.

OSU recognizes the impact that its land grant history has had on Indigenous communities in Oregon. See our land acknowledgement.
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