COMPOST

A Guide to Managing Organic
Yard Wastes

Sam Angima
Extension Agent

OSU Extension



Wihat is composting?

Using the natural process of decay to
change organic wastes into a valuable
humus-like material called compost

Grass clibpings.‘"‘,.;
Compost







But Why Compost??
Promotes soil health

ASupplies organic
matter to soil

AAttracts earthworms

AStimulates beneficial
soil microorganisms

Alncreases soil water
holding capacity

Alncreases soil nutrient
retention + CEC




Municipal Solid Waste

Productlon In the U.S.

Total = 236 million tons/yr
(4.5 Ib/person/day) or 3.7
Ib/person/day in OR

} 24%
(30% in Lincoln
County)

Backyard composting
can increase recycling

Metals

8% of yard and food
wastes.



Waste Production in the U.S.

Average American Generates 4.5 pounds of trash, each day.
49% of Oregon Households Recycle.
Oregon is 2"d in the nation in recycling!

Source: The Tax p a0Seate Comphrisany, asrépprted on:
http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/2005report/obm83.shtml#How_Oregon_Compares

WHAT WE DO
WITH OUR TRASH

Burn
14%

Lang/fill Recycle
55
. 31%



Materials Recovered in Oregol

Of course no yard waste

Yard debris 19%

N

Wood waste 20%

Metals 14%

Other 7%

Glass 4%
Papers 35%

Plastic 1%



Be proud: Made Loca
No coal bur ned, N o
by Mr & Mrs é .




What do You Need to Make

Compost’P

« Dacomoosesrs | Your
composting work crew.
These are the microbes
(mainly bacteria and fungi)
that do all the work for you

(Bugs)

RS - Food forine dacomoosers
The organic materials to be
composted

AThe right.amount of =lir,
Weeliar, and Weldmlin) to keep
tRevork crewrnappy.
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One teaspoon of good garden soil to
which compost has been added contains

A100 million bacteria
A800 feet of fungal threads




