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What is composting

Using the natural process of decay to
change organic wastes into a valuable
humus-like material called compost

Compost







But Why Compost??
Promotes soil health

ASupplies organic
matter to soil

AAttracts earthworms

AStimulates beneficial
soil microorganisms

Alncreases soil water
holding capacity

Alncreases soil nutrient
retention




Composting

Speeding up the natural decay process

A compost pile or bin
allows you to control
AAir (oxygen)

AWater

AFood, and
ATemperature
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Why compost yard and kitchen wastes?
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"rnl‘rll tfill spa
served fornEtisizils
recygled or composted

handhng IS the
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Municipal Solid Waste

Production in the U.S.

Total = 236 million tons/yr
(4.5 Ib/person/day) or 3.7
Ib/person/day in OR

} 24%
( )

Backyard composting
can increase recycling

Metals

8% of yard and food
wastes.



Materials Recovered in Oregon

Wood waste

0% Yard debris 19%

Metals 14%

Other 7%

Papers 35% Glass 4%
Plastic 1%




What do You Need to Make
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« Degcornoosars | Your
composting work crew.
These are the microbes
(mainly bacteria and fungi)
that do all the work for you
(Bugs)

~Food foring dacornoosars
The organic materials to be
composted

AThe right:amount of;zlir,
Welisle, and Welfanie to KEEpP
the work crew happy,
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r One teaspoon of good garden soil to

]

which compost has been added contains

A100 million bacteria
A800 feet of fungal threads




Do we all need Composting

Contalners?

ANo, use slow (cold)
composting

Alt just takes a longer
time

ADig a trench in your

garden and bury veg
and fruit wastes

ANo heat, so weed
seeds are not killed




