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Grass clippings

Food scraps

Leaves

Using the natural process of decay to

change organic wastes into a valuable

humus-like material called compost

Compost



Its Recyclingé

Naturally



But Why Compost??

Promotes soil health

ÅSupplies organic 

matter to soil

ÅAttracts earthworms 

ÅStimulates beneficial 

soil microorganisms

ÅIncreases soil water 

holding capacity

ÅIncreases soil nutrient 

retention



Composting -
Speeding up the natural decay process

A compost pile or bin

allows you to control 

ÅAir (oxygen)

ÅWater

ÅFood, and

ÅTemperature

By managing these factors you can speed up 

the otherwise slow natural decay process



Why compost yard and kitchen wastes?

ÅAverage U.S. household generates 

over 650 lb of compostables every 

year

ÅBurning prohibited in some cities

ÅDetrimental to add fresh organic 

materials to soil (N issues)



ÅLimited landfill space should be 

reserved for materials that cannot be 

recycled or composted

ÅGarbage handling is the 4th largest 

expense for many cities. 

Composting can reduce those costs
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Backyard composting 

can increase recycling 

of yard and food 

wastes.
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(30% in Lincoln County)



Materials Recovered in Oregon

Metals 14%

Other 7%

Glass 4%

Yard debris 19%
 Wood waste

20%

Papers 35%

Plastic 1%



What do You Need to Make 

Compost?
ÅDecomposers ïYour 

composting work crew.  
These are the microbes 
(mainly bacteria and fungi) 
that do all the work for you 
(Bugs)

ÅFood for the decomposers
The organic materials to be 
composted

ÅThe right amount of air, 
water, and warmth to keep 
the work crew happy



Where do the Decomposers 

Come From?

If you build it, 

they will comeé
ÅSoil

ÅLeaves

ÅFood scraps

ÅManure, and

ÅFinished compost

Each of these will add 

microorganisms

to the compost pile



One teaspoon of good garden soil to 

which compost has been added contains

Å100 million bacteria

Å800 feet of fungal threads



Do we all need Composting 

Containers?

ÅNo,  use slow (cold) 

composting

ÅIt just takes a longer 

time

ÅDig a trench in your 

garden and bury veg 

and fruit  wastes

ÅNo heat, so weed 

seeds are not killed


