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Description

Garden Use

Fast-Growing Perennia

That Flower Their First Year From Seed

Culture

Seed Starting Tips

‘Summer Pastels’ yarrow
(Achillea 'Summer
Pastels’)

Flat-topped clusters of tiny flowers in warm
pastel shades atop a mound of aromatic,
ferny foliage; 2 feet tall by 2 feet wide.
Blooms in summer.

A beautiful softener for perennial borders.
Combines well with daylilies (Hemerocallis cvs.)
in coordinating shades and with fountain grass
(Pennisetum alopecuroides).

Full sun. Average to lean,
well-drained soil; avoid
fertilizer. Fills in fast.
Zones 3-9.

Start indoars 10-12 weeks before
last spring frost. Transplant while
sail 1s stll cool; seedlings take

light frost if hardened off gradually.

Snowdrop anemone
{Anemone sylvestris)

Dainty, nodding white flowers borne singly
on 12- to 18-inch-tall flower stalks in late
spring. Plant spreads quickly, but extras are

easy to remove.

Combine with woodland wildflowers like blue
Virginia bluebells (Mertensia virginica), azaleas
(Rhododendron spp.), and violets (Viola spp.) of all
colors. Let it weave through other plants.

Part sun to full shade.
Loase, humusy, well-drained
. Zones 4-9.
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Fresh seed boosts germination rate
Stratify seed in the refrigerator
for 8 weeks before indoor sowing.
Plant thickly, and be patient.

Golden marguerite
(Anthemis tinctoria
"Kelway')

Ferny, deep green foliage sparked by an
abundance of buttery yellow, daisy-like
flowers, to 3 feet tall and 2 feet wide.
Blooms midsummer through fall.

This invaluable plant adds a relaxed feeling next to
the spires of blue delphiniums (Delphiniums spp.).
Try it with balloon flower (Platycodon grandiflorus)
and Verbena canadensis 'Homestead Purple’

Full sun to part shade.
Easy to grow in almost
any soil. May self-sow.
Zones 3-7.

Easy, no special treatment
required. Germinates in about 2
weeks. Start indoors before last
frost for earliest flowers.

Sea thrift
(Armena marntima)

Ball-shaped heads of pink or mauve flowers
arise in summer from dense tufts of grassy
leaves, 6 to 12 inches high and less than a
foot wide.

Good plant for the front of the garden, where it
adds a nice vertical accent in bloom to the soft,

silver leaves of lamb's ears (Stachys byzantina) or
the spiky, gray mats of pinks (Dignthus spp.).

Sun to part shade in wel
drained soils. In the South,
grow in partial shade

Zones 4-8.

One of the easiest perennials to
grow from seed. Takes about 2
weeks to sprout; flowers in as little
as 12 weeks.

'Gay Butterflies'
butterfly weed
(Asclepias tuberosa
‘Gay Butterflies’)

Vibrant orange and yellow flower clusters in
summer on upright plants about 2 feet tall.
Irresistible to butterflies.

Plan a hot garden around this perennial, with
dahlias (Dahlia cvs.) or Mexican sunflower
(Tithenia rotundifolia); or tone it down with cool
blue and purple companions.

Full sun. Well-drained,
average soil. Drought
tolerant. Zones 4-9.

Sow seeds directly in the garden
in fall or early spring; its taproots
resent transplanting. Plant

thickly—germination rate is low

Alpine aster
(Aster alpinus)

Single purple daisies with yellow middles dot
gray-green foliage, which grows about 6
inches tall and about a foot across. Blooms
early to mid summer.

Nice edger for the front of the garden. Combine
with yellow coreopsis (Coreopsis spp.), hardy
geraniums, (Geranium spp.), Campanula carpatica,
or white Achillea 'The Pearl.

Full sun. Average, well-
drained soil. Short-lived,
especially with hot, humid
summers. Zones 5-7.

Germinates quickly, especially with
extra warmth. Use heating cables
or start seeds in a warm place,
like the top of a TV.

Blackberry lily
(Belamcanda ng._.mai
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In early summer, stems emerging from
strappy foliage produce vivid orange, 2-inch
flowers speckled with red. Seedheads split
open in fall to reveal shiny black seeds.
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Great vertical accent for softer, mounded shapes. A
good companion for blue flowers, or for hot-colored
gar " of yellows, reds, and oranges.

Thrives in full sun and
well-drained soil. Mulch in
cold winter areas.

Zones 5-10.

Start indoors 10-12 weeks before
last spring frost for earliest
blooms. Seeds may take 3 weeks

to sprov”’ then grow quickly.









