Some Plants You Might Want to Think Twice about Growing in
Your Coastal Oregon Garden

Some shrubs are very susceptible to our local fungus diseases which thrive
in our moist, cool, and moderate climate. Examples of these diseases

include: black spot, rust, powdery mildew, Phytophthora root rot, Verticillium
wilt, and Anthracnose. Infected plants may have disfigured foliage,
experience leaf drop, and generally don't look attractive. Some of these
diseases are lethal and some are only cosmetic in nature.

Many roses (especially hybrid teas). (More disease- and deer-
resistant choices are shrub roses and rugosa roses and their hybrids,)
Photinia (red-tip), Indian hawthorn (Raphiolepsis), many dogwoods, and some
flowering currants.

Some flowering plants require more sunlight or heat than we have on the
coast. They may grow well, but fail to bloom as they should. They do better
farther inland. Depending on their normal season of bloom, this failure may
be caused by lack of summer heat, lack of winter chill, or both.

Flowering dogwoods, Daphne odora, many lilacs, some early-blooming
deciduous viburnums, Camellia sasangua cultivars, winter honeysuckle
(Lonicera fragrantissima), "Pee-Gee" hydrangea (H. paniculata grandifiora)

Junipers are susceptible to a tip blight that causes branches to brown and
die back, and also succumb to root rot if drainage is less than perfect. They
are best used in open exposures on dry, sandy soils or on banks. THEY ARE
ALSO DAMAGED BY SALTY WINDS.

Large-leaved Rhododendrons will burn in salty winds. They do fine with
some shelter from ocean winds and decent soil with adequate summer
moisture. Alternatives are smaller-leaved species rhododendrons, evergreen
azaleas, or Pieris cultivars.

Maples of all kinds have tender leaves that wind burn. The fine cut-leaf
Japanese maples are the most sensitive of all. Better choices are the
palmate varieties. Provide wind protection.

Besides the official and semi-official noxious weeds (English ivy, butterfly
bush, Pampas grass), some plants grow TOO well and are best left out of the
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