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            McMINNVILLE, Ore. – If you like the look of old stone planters and troughs in classic English gardens, you can make delightful facsimiles using "hypertufa," a simulated-stone material you can mix up at home.


Ingredients vary but are easily found and can be made into garden containers, birdbaths and landscape accents that look like stone, but are much lighter and inexpensive. Often, a mixture of Portland cement, coconut fiber and perlite is used, according to Linda McMahan, staff chair and consumer horticulturist for the Yamhill County office of the Oregon State University Extension Service.


"The material itself is easy to work with – sort of like cookie dough," McMahan said. "It is also amazingly inexpensive, and the possibilities for shapes, sizes and colors almost endless. It's like making mud pies for adults. It's fun, low-key, great for patio parties; messy ones in jeans that is."


Working with hypertufa is easy for the beginner, McMahan said. "If you make a mistake, so what? Just start over. It's about as expensive as spilled milk."


Hypertufa containers work well for rock gardens, succulents, alpine plants and other "fussy" little plants, McMahan said. "I have troughs all over my garden – on the front stoop, on the back patio, next to the small pond, in the middle of a flower bed. You can stack them and raise plants to various levels."


European gardeners have used stone troughs and other obsolete cement for planters for centuries, McMahan said. The stone containers made such a splendid addition to ornamental gardens, they soon became a "must have" in the European countryside.


Over time, the stone cast-offs became rare, so folks turned to tufa rock, a soft volcanic porous rock that is easily hollowed and carved. By the 1930s and 40s, tufa rocks became less available and expensive. Creative gardeners decided to make their own "tufa" and called it hypertufa.


"As you have already guessed, there are many recipes, all with pluses and minuses," McMahan said. "When I mix, I add water just until it sticks together when squeezed and begins to glisten."


Hypertufa planters made with sand can easily stand up for 20 years, said McMahan. "The light-weight ones made with perlite aren't quite as durable but can last about 10 years if they are not abused. Plant roots can make their way into crevices and quicken the breakdown process."


One caution from McMahan: hypertufa objects can break with rough use. "Don't drop one," she warned. "Not only will it break. It might break your foot."


Hypertufa recipe:


Ingredients: (relative volumes are given)


	3 parts coir (coconut fiber)
	2 parts Portland Cement type I-II - You can find the coconut fiber and perlite at garden centers and Portland Cement at construction or lumber stores. Portland Cement comes only in 94-pound sacks, will not keep and becomes hard quickly. Plan to make a lot of hypertufa pots, or have a party.
	3 parts perlite

Measure the ingredients by volume with a bucket. Put on gloves and mix by hand in a cement tray (plastic and inexpensive), wheelbarrow or other large container. Add water gradually and mix with ingredients until it is stiff and holds together, about like cookie dough or cottage cheese.


Mold the wet hypertufa with your hands into a plastic-lined cardboard box or other container, making the bottom about two to three inches thick. The walls of the hypertufa container should be at least three inches deep. Punch two drain holes in the bottom with your finger or a tool. Clean your mixing tray immediately when finished with a garden hose.


Leave outdoors to dry, about three or five days, until firm. Then remove your hypertufa planter from the box and plastic. Smooth, carve or shape to your satisfaction using a garden trowel, wire brush or other metal tool. For a smoother finish, moisten the hypertufa and then coat the outside with dry Portland Cement. You can plant in your container about a week after you make it.


"There are as many methods and recipes as there are people making planters," McMahan said. "Sometimes I use sand instead of perlite, especially for small containers, because sand makes the pot heavier. Also, you can substitute finely ground peat moss for the coconut fiber, although coconut fiber is a better alternative from an environmental perspective."
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							High Desert Garden Tour 
							
					

		Come and explore several gardens at this self-guided event. The High Desert Garden Tour is July 20, 2024 in Powell Butte area featuring several sites. Click here for more information.
				
										Mar 2024 |
						Educational document
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							$1 billion Oregon nursery industry benefits from OSU plant trials
							
					

		Oregon State University Extension Service has a long history of assisting the state’s nursery industry.
				
							Neil Bell |
										Sep 2020 |
						Impact story
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					

              





      
					
					

	
		
							
							Many water-wise trees are available for home gardens
							
					

		Need help finding a drought tolerant tree?
				
										May 4, 2007 |
						News story
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							How to care for my poinsettia?
							
					

		 I   kept   a   poinsettia   over   from   last   year.   It   was   outdoors   in   the   shade   all   summer   and   fall   until   yesterday.   I   brought   it   into   the   unheated   garage.   It's   looking   healthy,   with   new   growth   and   a   couple   small   leaves   that   are  ...
				
							Jean R. Natter |
										Nov 2018 |
						Featured question
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							Did too much manure hamper fruit production?
							
					

		 During   late   summer   our   renters   loaded   up   our   small   apple   orchard   with   horse   manure.   That   year   we   had   a   ridiculous   number   of   apples,   however   this   summer,   we've   had   practically   no   fruit.   We   are   thinking   it   was   too   much  ...
				
							Sheryl Casteen |
										Mar 2020 |
						Featured question
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Bareroot Shade, Flowering, and Fruit Trees (Willamette Valley) Fertilizer Guide
							
					

		 This   guide   can   serve   as   a   starting   point   for   development   of   nutrient   management   guidelines   for   Oregon   growers.   Recommendations   in   this   guide   are   based   on   research   performed   in   the   Willamette   Valley   with   other  ...
				
							Jim Owen, Dan M. Sullivan, Donald A. Horneck, John M. Hart |
										Oct 2010 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
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							Should I plant fruit trees now or wait?
							
					

		 We   want   (and   in   some   ways   must)   plant   an   orchard   this   fall,   but   I'm   having   a   hard   time   figuring   out   where   to   get   trees   at   that   time   of   year.   Also,   there   is   a   lot   of   information   about   early   spring   planting   time,   but  ...
				
							Steve Renquist |
										Sep 2014 |
						Featured question
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							Cherry tree grafting, how and when?
							
					

		The top (grafted part) of our dwarf cherry tree died. We have other cherry trees and would like to graft a new top on it. What is the best type of graft to make?
				
							Steve Renquist |
										Jan 2015 |
						Featured question
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Fertilizing Shade and Ornamental Trees
							
					

		 Describes   how   to   identify   signs   of   nutrient   deficiency   in   shade   and   ornamental   trees.   Discusses   the   most   common   soil   nutrient   deficiencies,   types   of   fertilizer,   and   fertilization   techniques.   Offers   a   simple   method,  ...
				
							Ann Marie VanDerZanden |
										Dec 2018 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
														
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Tree pruning basics
							
					

		A properly pruned tree looks as natural as possible; the tree’s appearance reflects its fundamental form and character. The pruner must be sensitive to maintaining this structural integrity, in addition to knowing a bit about tree biology and proper pruning principles.
				
										Nov 2012 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Pruning with the Pros - Thundercloud Plum
							
					

		A demonstration of pruning activities on a mature plum tree in the landscape. With Oregon State University Extension’s Nicole Sanchez and certified arborists John Bellon and Tom Ford.
				
										Feb 2022 |
						Video
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Pruning with the Pros - Collars and Ridges
							
					

		Identifying collars and ridge tissue in woody plants can help us determine the best places to make pruning cuts.
				
										Feb 2022 |
						Video
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Pruning with the Pros - When to get professional help
							
					

		Some tree pruning issues that require professional help, and a demonstration of how a professional assesses a tree’s structure.
				
										Feb 2022 |
						Video
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Four Simple Steps to Pruning Cherry Trees on Gisela and Other Productive Rootstocks
							
					

		When producing cherries on productive rootstocks, orchardists must focus on reducing crop load and increasing vigor. This publication discusses how to use thinning cuts, stub cuts, and heading cuts to achieve these objectives. Includes step-by-step illustrated instructions.
				
							Lynn Long |
										Jan 2007 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
														
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					

              





      
					
					

	
		
							
							General care for hydrangeas
							
					

		Look to this hydrangea how-to for advice on soil, water, pruning and more. Learn a simple pH trick that will turn blooms from pink to blue.
				
							Kristin VanHoose |
										Jun 2018 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

            
  
    




  
  



      



					
					

	
		
							
							Recommended Native Plants for Home Gardens in Western Oregon
							
					

		Recommended native plants for home gardens in western Oregon.
				
										Jun 2018 |
						Fact Sheet
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					

              





      
					
					

	
		
							
							Water-efficient landscape plant list
							
					

		Water-efficient landscape plants for Oregon. Includes several native plants.
				
										Jun 2014 |
						Article
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							How to identify and care for false shamrock?
							
					

		I'm taking the Gardening Certification course and I cannot quite understand how to identify the variety of a false shamrock. Can you help me out? I also purchased one and would like to know how to care for it. Thank you!
				
							Leo Sherry |
										Mar 2023 |
						Featured question
					

	



  



							

			


    

  
          
      




  



	
		

            
	

            






      
	



      
					

	
		
					

            
Have a question? Ask Extension!

      
				
		

            Ask Extension is a way for you to get answers from the Oregon State University Extension Service. We have experts in family and health, community development, food and agriculture, coastal issues, forestry, programs for young people, and gardening.
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            OSU Extension is part of the division of Extension and Engagement.

OSU recognizes the impact that its land grant history has had on Indigenous communities in Oregon. See our land acknowledgement.
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