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            You have been looking at that large, old, unkept fruit tree in your yard for some time, wondering what you are going to do with it. You are faced with a difficult decision. Do I save the tree and try to reinvigorate it, or do I remove it and start over? Let's analyze the situation so you can make an informed decision. Ask yourself these questions:


	Is the trunk of the tree sound with no major holes or a rotted center?
	Does the tree appear to be healthy with minimal limb dieback or signs of disease?
	Does the tree produce a desirable variety of fruit, one that I will use?
	Will I be able to care for this large tree properly? Spraying and picking will probably need to be done from a ladder.
	Is the tree in a location that fits into my garden plan?
	Will I be more likely to keep a small tree in good shape, or the large, old one? Abandoned trees harbor insects and diseases that can damage other orchards.

If you decide to save your old fruit tree, you will have to start a program of renovation that will usually take three to four crop years. You will need to identify what type of fruit tree you have. If you moved into your home during the dormant season and you are not sure what kind it is, bring a twig or small branch to your nearest Master Gardener clinic for help.


A good renovation program begins with pruning. Knowing what type of fruit tree you have is critcal, since each type requires a different pruning system. (See Training and Pruning Your Home Orchard, PNW 400). Wait until your tree has dropped its leaves and is dormant before doing major corrective pruning.


Year 1


When working with apple, pear and cherry, you will want to reshape your tree over a period of several years with corrective pruning. During the first year, reduce the height of the tree. If your tree is over 20 feet tall, shorten it by 6 to 8 feet with the first pruning.


Shorten the tree by cutting the main scaffold limbs back to a strong, well-positioned side shoot or riser. Thin out the upper third of the tree by removing dead branches, crossing limbs and hanging branches. This will allow better light and air movement into the tree in the coming year.


Year 2


In the summer of the second year, inspect your pruning and remove most large vigorous new shoots that have arisen at the top of the tree. Leave a few minor shoots that do not shade much. If you see new shoots developing lower down in the tree — especially off of the main trunk or scaffolds — leave them alone. You are trying to get the tree to start producing new fruit wood in the lower canopy.



Help train new shoots off the trunk to go outward, not straight up.




During the second dormant pruning period, decide on the desired final height for the tree. You probably won't be able to lower the tree more than another 2 feet from the previous year without hurting your tree and yield potential. Continue to thin out shoots in the upper half of the tree, trying to space the main limbs and distribute the new fruiting wood uniformly. Limbs around the outside of the tree should be shortened to allow better light exposure to the lowest new limbs. Help train new shoots off the trunk to go outward, not straight up.


Year 3


During the summer of the third year, return to the top of your tree and remove about half of the new shoots near your heaviest pruning cuts. Remove the most vigorous shoots first. When the third dormant period comes, continue to shape your tree by shortening the outer branches by 1 or 2 feet. Spread the new fruiting wood evenly over the entire tree from the lowest limbs to the upper scaffolds.


Your tree should now allow very good light and air penetration to all the limbs. All areas of your tree should now be easily accessible from your ladder for thinning, spraying and picking.


Other steps



You should also check the pH of your garden or yard soil to see how acidic your soil has become.




From the first year of your renovation project, your tree’s recovery will be enhanced by clearing away any tall grass or brush from around the trunk and out to the dripline. You should also check the pH of your garden or yard soil to see how acidic your soil has become. Homeowners can buy an inexpensive soil test kit at any garden supply store. If your soil has become acidic with a pH below 5.6, add lime to help the nutrient uptake of your tree. Mulch under the tree out to the drip line with aged manure or compost to help return health to your soil and vigor to your tree. Start a regular spray program with dormant oils and fungicides every dormant season to keep your tree in top shape.


One big advantage to restoring an old fruit tree is that you will be able to pick some fruit during the renovation process. By the fourth year, your large tree will also be producing three to four times what a small tree would.


References


	Pruning to Restore an Old, Neglected Apple Tree. R.L. Stebbins and J. Olsen. EC 1005
	Training and Pruning Your Home Orchard, R.L. Stebbins. PNW 400
	Apples Nutrient Management Guide. EM 8712
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							Late winter to early spring care will help caneberries thrive
							
					

		Caneberries should be fertilized in the early spring when new growth is starting.
				
							Kym Pokorny |
										Feb 5, 2024 |
						News story
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							Early spring is the best time to plant strawberries
							
					

		Once you’ve decided on the type of strawberry to grow, you’ll want to choose a variety and decide which method to plant them.
				
							Kym Pokorny |
										Mar 29, 2024 |
						News story
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							Sweet Cherry Cultivars for the Fresh Market
							
					

		Describes dark red and blush sweet cherry cultivars, including harvest timing, color when ripe, suggested pollinizers and rootstocks, size, firmness, yield potential, and other traits. Includes color photo of each cultivar.
				
							Ashley Thompson, Matthew Whiting, Lynn Long |
										Jan 2021 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
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							Cherry Training Systems
							
					

		 This   publication   describes   the   seven   major   pruning   systems   used   in   commercial   cherry   tree   orchards   in   Oregon,   Idaho,   Washington   and   Michigan.   Cherry   growers   around   the   world   use   many   training   systems,   both   supported  ...
				
							Lynn Long, Gregory Lang, Stefano Musacchi, Matthew Whiting |
										Jun 2015 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
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							Home fruit tree care in Eastern Oregon
							
					

		Fruit trees can thrive in Eastern Oregon, but there are considerations for growing them in our unique climate.
				
							Cody Copp |
										Mar 2024 |
						Collection
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							Pest management schedule for peach, nectarine, and apricot trees in Eastern Oregon
							
					

		This document outlines a suggested management schedule for the most common insect pests and diseases of apple trees in Eastern Oregon.
				
							Cody Copp |
										Mar 2024 |
						Educational document
							
																Peer reviewed (Gray level)
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							Pest management schedule for backyard apple trees in Eastern Oregon
							
					

		This document outlines a suggested management schedule for the most common insect pests and diseases of apple trees in Eastern Oregon.
				
							Cody Copp |
										Feb 2023 |
						Publication
							
																Peer reviewed (Gray level)
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							Project Happy Apples helps gardeners fight devastating codling moth
							
					

		Program teaches people to manage the pest using integrated pest management techniques.
				
							Amy Jo Detweiler |
										Apr 2019 |
						Impact story
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							Growing Raspberries in Your Home Garden
							
					

		Learn to grow tart, delicious raspberries in your own garden. Choose which type of raspberry to grow, and learn how to plant, prune, fertilize and water your berry patch to keep it healthy and productive.
				
							Bernadine Strik, Amy Jo Detweiler, Nicole Sanchez, Emily Dixon |
										Jun 2021 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
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							How much does it cost to grow and raise a fruit tree?
							
					

		What a pleasure it is to bite into a crisp, sweet apple you grew yourself. But when you start adding up the labor and expenses involved in growing your own fruit, the prospect can become less appetizing.
				
							Steve Renquist |
										Jun 2006 |
						Article
							
																Peer reviewed (Gray level)
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							Growing Hazelnuts in the Pacific Northwest: Integrated Pest Management
							
					

		This publication provides an overview of insect, disease, and vertebrate pest management in hazelnut.
				
							Jeff L. Olsen, Jay W. Pscheidt, Vaughn Walton |
										Nov 2013 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
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							How to safely control codling moths in home orchards
							
					

		Least-toxic alternative control methods are available for controlling codling moths.
				
										Dec 5, 2008 |
						News story
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							How to clean up fallen fruit to prevent the Spotted Wing Drosophila fly
							
					

		See how to clean up fallen fruit so spotted wing drosophila flies don't have a place to lay eggs and so any possible larvae already in the fruit will die.
				
							Tiffany Woods, Amy J. Dreves |
										Mar 2011 |
						Video
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							Growing Your Own
							
					

		 About   this   publication   Growing   Your   Own is   now   available   as   a   bilingual   publication   in   Spanish   and English!    Growing   Your   Own   is   now   available   as   a   bilingual   publication   in   Spanish   and   English!   It   provides   basic  ...
				
							Gail Langellotto |
										Aug 2022 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
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							How can seedless watermelons make baby watermelons?
							
					

		Where do growers get seed for seedless watermelon if the melons have no seeds?
				
							Gillian Carson |
										Sep 2015 |
						Featured question
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							Why have an orchard?
							
					

		A look at the benefits of growing an orchard at home.
				
							Steve Renquist |
										May 2015 |
						Article
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							Fertilizing fruit trees
							
					

		Fruit trees like apples, pears and prunes generally need fertilizer. Learn how to match your orchard's needs with the macronutrients the soil can provide.
				
							Steve Renquist |
										May 2018 |
						Article
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							Pokeweed identification?
							
					

		My dog has been sick a few times and I found this plant with berries in my back yard. I am trying to identify it, but having trouble. Think it is a nightshade type but just does not look like examples on internet. Can you help?
				
							Neil Bell |
										Nov 2019 |
						Featured question
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Have a question? Ask Extension!

      
				
		

            Ask Extension is a way for you to get answers from the Oregon State University Extension Service. We have experts in family and health, community development, food and agriculture, coastal issues, forestry, programs for young people, and gardening.


      
					
			Ask us a question
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