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   Meeting Notes

January 27, 2009

Derek Godwin, Staff Chair, called meeting to order at 6:30PM 

Members and staff introduced themselves. The agenda was accepted as presented. 

Staff presentation

Dan Hoynacki, Sustainable Communities Program, and Nathan Schulte, AmeriCorp for Marion County, introduced themselves. Dan described his leadership role and the after-school Natural Resource Science Education Youth programs using a PowerPoint presentation. The high school students enrolled may have been expelled, difficult, or dropouts, and by attending classes in this program, they can earn science credits toward graduation. The various programs offered are designed to discover opportunities and encourage them to continue their education including attending a university or college.  

OSU Extension trains students to learn and apply themselves.

· Statistics indicate high school dropouts need to attain life skills in addition to promoting a sustainable environment. Students learn to conserve and manage natural resources and understand the basic economics of growth and sociability. 

· Students participate in outreach programs such as workshops, tree planting, and other on the ground projects in local communities

· Youth are taught role modeling, mentoring, and accountability with an emphasis on education and leadership skills.

· Students participate in community events such as, 4H projects, the Marion County Ag Fest, Oregon Gardens, and Marion Soil and Water Conservation District annual plant sale.

          OSU Extension After School programs extend beyond Marion County.

· Caretakers of the Environment International a worldwide organization was developed to challenge youth to seek solutions that threaten the global environment by creating ideas to restore life-sustaining resources.  Salem hosted the conference in 2005 at Willamette University bringing together about a hundred students from Asia, Europe, and Latin America. This year several local students will design and present a project at the conference held in Aberdeen, Scotland. Funds are raised by the students and from donations to cover the cost of transportation, room and board.  

January 27th notes continued. 

· “YES” (Youth Enviro Squad), encourages students to be involved with other organizations such as SOLV, by removing debris from waysides and coastal beaches. This semi-annual undertaking is for middle and high school students who develop an awareness of the ecological balance, and teambuilding with other volunteers. 

· “W3” (Wildlife, Watersheds and What-not), is comprised of students from various Marion County high schools. The course directs students into an outdoor setting with “on the ground” instruction by natural resource professionals who also describe education and career opportunities.  

· Storm Water Troopers is new for 2008. The classes focus on urban environmental issues. Students are designing and developing a “green roof” model. This class introduces them to soil and vegetation science used on building roofs to control water runoff, reduce heat radiation, and create habitats.

Questions and discussion followed Dan’s presentation regarding what works and what doesn’t, funding, and the need for additional adult and college student volunteers. A newsletter, “Out-doors In Harmony” was distributed by Mr. Hoynacki.  

Administrative Updates:

 
Work Plan -The Extension website was demonstrated by Derek as a “work in progress”. He requested suggestions and feedback from members on what should be included: color, pictures, design, and content. Derek noted the specific recommendations for review and discussion with staff and the Webmaster.


The request for donations mailing scheduled in January was deferred until later this year providing information on the updated Extension website and brochure.

Legislative -Derek distributed a handout of six (6) Legislative Priorities for OSU and Extension budget. Understanding these priorities will provide an overview of the Governor’s budget and impact on the university’s students and educational programs. He stated that a statewide cutback retroactive to July 2008 of 1% has been established. Presently no cuts have been suggested pending the next revenue forecast on February 15th.  Derek reminded members when meeting with state legislatures to discuss the importance of OSU and Extension. He will notify members of scheduled budget hearings for those who chose to attend and comment. 


Chemeketa update -Discussion continues on collaboration between OSU Extension and Chemeketa for promoting information, classes, and possible office space. Derek had a brief discussion with one of the Marion County Commissioners on considering the creation of a tax base for funding Extension in an effort to better partner and co-locate with Chemeketa. 

January 27th notes continued.

In closing, members told of personal experiences of December, 2008 snow and ice storm damage to structures and crops. 

Upcoming scheduled events and meetings.

· March 31, 2 pm, Marion County meeting room. Meeting with commissioners and John Lattimer to talk about program plans for 2009 (typically not discussed budget, education on programs). 

· April 25 & 26- Ag Fest, Oregon State Fairgrounds. 

· 4H Breakfast served on Saturday morning, fundraiser.
· May 12, 4pm, Marion County Annex, Senate Hearing room.

· Budget presentation. Network members are encouraged to attend. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:30PM.


The next meeting is February 24, 2009 at 6:30pm with a presentation by Pamela Olsen, 4H Youth Development in the Extension Conference Room on Center St. 

Respectfully submitted,

James Castle, Recorder
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