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To Monitor or Not to Monitor?
One Forestland Owner’s Question

Tom Nygren, MWM Washington County

Monitoring is not a common topic of
conversation among forestland owners.
Yet, it may be key to successful land
stewardship. To understand why, look
at how forests — and their surrounding
landscape — change over time. Change
is perhaps the one constant in the
natural world. The forestland owner,
who has an acquired responsibility for
its health and productivity, needs to
understand the living and non-living
components of the land, how they
relate to each other, and how they
change over time.

A forestland owner is motivated to
both produce values and maintain a
healthy, sustainable forest condition.
Both values and conditions are likely
defined in goal statements in the
owner’s management plan. Meeting
goals for values and conditions requires
information about the current state of
the land and its resources, what changes
are occurring, and whether or not
those changes are going to favorably
or unfavorable affect the achievement
of those management goals.

A Premise: Monitoring information
will help the forestland owner/manager
be a good steward by achieving their
management goals and ensuring a
healthy and sustainable forest and
broader landscape.

But What Should | Monitor?

There is an unending list of things
that could be monitored. However,
time and dollars are limited for a

forestland owner/manager, especially
considering that monitoring is a long
term commitment. Some monitoring
indicators are more important
than others, though, and the key is
determining which to focus on. The
following criteria may help in making
that determination:

*What’s at risk, or isan opportunity;
how significant is that risk
or opportunity, and the rate of
potential change expected?

*Of those resources, values, or
conditions that have significant risk
and are subject to relatively rapid
change — what can be observed, and
what can be measured?

How Should I Monitor?

All monitoring can be both useful and
valid, whether observed or measured.
Observed monitoring information may
be simply noting where changes in forest
conditions have occurred. Measured
monitoring information may involve
specific indicators that are measured
using tools and techniques that are
scientifically valid. Some characteristics
of each method are:

Observed

e Determine a condition that is
observable, or determine if one
exists
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