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Columbia Basin Cereal Seminar 
is joining forces with the 36th Annual Hermiston Farm Fair 
and Trade Show this year at the Hermiston Conference 
Center, 415 S. Hwy 395. We will have an exciting lineup of 
topics and speakers on Friday, Dec. 4th for the morning 
session beginning at 8 am followed by a CORE Training 
Program  in the afternoon. Come early for coffee and 
donuts and a walk through the Trade Show. 
 

This new venue will allow growers to visit with local 
vendors at the Trade Show, see new equipment updates, 
and visit with many of your friends and neighbors from the 
region who will also be attending. The Hermiston Farm 
Fair is a 3-day event running Wednesday thru Friday. The 
Trade Show portion will run until noon on Friday. 
A full agenda for the Farm Fair is enclosed.  
 

Cereal Seminar agenda highlights include: Wheathead 
Armyworm biology, ecology – what we have learned so far 
in Oregon, with Silvia Rondon, OSU Extension 
Entomologist and its history, distribution and impacts on 
wheat in eastern Washington, with Diana Roberts, WSU 
Extension from Spokane, Washington;  Ug99 – Update on 
the spread of Ug99 stem rust and its spreading global 
epidemic - biology and future impacts on Pacific Northwest 
wheat production, by Chris Mundt, OSU Plant Pathologist 
from Corvallis; and also an update on Cereal Leaf Beetle – 
its distribution and the status of biological controls by Gary 
Brown, APHIS.  
 

After a break to visit the Trade Show and sample local food 
products, we will finish the morning session discussing 
fallow methods and their impacts on weed populations by 
Dilpreet Singh, WSU PhD candidate, Weed seeker 
Technology – targeting weeds with precision by Dan Ball, 
OSU, and organic wheat production and effective weed 
control strategies by Mary Corp, OSU Extension. Pesticide 
credits have been applied for from OR, WA and ID for  the 
morning session with approximately 3 credits anticipated. 
A CORE pesticide training class with 4 pesticide credits 
will be offered Friday afternoon. 
 

All sessions are free to attendees except for the CORE 
Program. No pre-registration is required for the seminars. 
Oregon, Washington and Idaho pesticide recertification 
credits will be available, in addition to CCA credits. A final 
Farm Fair  agenda with updates and pesticide credit hours 
will be available by mid November.  
 

The Hermiston Farm Fair Banquet will be held on 
Thursday night at Desert Rive Inn. The cost is $25. Dinner 
will be prime rib. A no-host social hour will begin the 
evening at 6 pm. Entertainment will follow dinner with 
Randall Reeder presenting as Will Roger—”I never met a 
farmer I didn’t like.” Randal brings to life the warmth and 
humor of a legendary American. Tickets are available by 
calling the Hermiston Chamber of Commerce at 541-567-
6151. 


	Upcoming Topics:

	Operating in Risky Environments
November 4 – Where Are We?        90 minutes
*Gary Brester, Montana State University, will discuss some factors creating the very risky environment that ag producers are facing and provide insights in dealing with the volatility in day-to-day operational decisions.

*John Hewlett, University of Wyoming, will discuss “Strategic Risk Management in Agriculture,” a strategic planning approach to organize the process of risk management. The Strategic Risk Management (SRM) process covers strategic, tactical and operational needs, decision-making processes and prediction and probability of outcomes. This 10 step program for strategically managing the five sources of risk includes the tools and worksheets necessary for implementation in today’s increasingly risky environment.


	November 11 – Where Do We Want to Go?          90 minutes
*Duane Griffith, John Hewlett and Jay Parsons will present “Risk Navigator” a set of tools providing the necessary equipment to begin implementing the Strategic Risk Management (SRM) process presented in the November 4th webinar.  Each of the 10 steps  in the SRM process is designed to help producers manage the five sources of risk faced by every agricultural operation. 


	November 18 – How Do We Get There?    90 minutes
*Risk Management Resources for each region of US agriculture will be presented, with a panel on how to access these resources.


