
Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials without discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital status, disability, or disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status.  Oregon State University 
Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Darrin L. Walenta 

darrin.walenta@oregonstate.edu 

Union County Extension 

Ag Service Center 

10507 N McAlister Rd Rm 9 

La Grande, OR 97850 

(541) 963-1010 

Toll Free 1-800-806-5274 

Fax (541) 963-1036 

 

 

 

 

 

John Williams 

john.williams.1@oregonstate.edu 

Wallowa County Extension 

668 NW First St 

Enterprise OR 97828 

(541) 426-3143 

Toll Free 1-888-844-3143 

Fax (541) 426-0243 

 

September 30  Selecting Winter Wheat Varieties Update –  
     Ag Service Center Conference Room, OSU Extension 
     Service – Union Co. 
 

September 30  **Sales Deadline Date for several USDA-Risk  
     Management Agency Commodity Insurance Programs 
     including:  winter coverage for mint, Wheat Crop  
     Revenue Coverage (CRC), Wheat Income Protection, 
     and Wheat Plan 90. 
 

October 20-21  Oregon Society of Weed Science Annual Meeting – 
     Hood River 
 

October 20   Union Co. Farmer-Merchant Banquet – LaGrande 
     Contact: Chamber of Commerce 541-963-8588 
 

November 9-10  Grass Seed Cropping Systems for Sustainable Ag  
     Research Review – Portland, OR 
 
 

November 20  **Sales Deadline Date for USDA-Risk Management 
     Agency Commodity Insurance Program for Cherry – 
     Actual Revenue History. 
 

December 1-3  Oregon/Idaho Grains Conference - Coeur d’Alene, ID 
 

December 2-4  Hermiston Farm Fair & Trade Show – Hermiston  
     Conference Center 
 

December 7-8  Oregon Seed League & NW Fine Fescue Association 
     Annual Meeting –Salem 
 

**Fact sheets on all USDA-RMA Commodity Insurance Programs are 
available online at http://www.rma.usda.gov/aboutrma/fields/wa_rso/.  
Policies are available through participating private insurance providers.  
For a listing of crop insurance agents, visit the RMA web site at http://
www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html. 
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Registration information can be found at:  
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/union/announcements/oregon-society-weed-science-annual-meeting 
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Oregon’s Pesticide Use Reporting System Suspended 
 
As directed by the State legislature, the Oregon Department of Agri-
culture has suspended its Pesticide Use Reporting System (PURS) un-
til January 2013 at the earliest.  Those required to report their pesti-
cide use online will no longer need to file reports until further notice.  
The electronic reporting system will no longer allow reports to be filed.  
State budget constraints forced PURS to be suspended for the current 
biennium and beyond. 
 
Even though some users had filed reports for 2009 pesticide use, there is no longer a require-
ment to continue reporting at this time.  Those who had to report 2009 use will not need to and 
will not face any enforcement action for failing to report. 
 
Requirements under federal and state laws to keep records of pesticide use are independent of 
PURS.  Those record keeping requirements are still in place even while PURS is not available. 
 
 
 
Producers Advised to Apply for New Conservation Stewardship Program 
by September 30 
 
PORTLAND, OR (Aug. 20, 2009) - Agricultural  producers and operators of non-industrial pri-
vate forest are urged to apply for the new conservation Stewardship Program before September 
30 to be considered for this year’s funding.  Through this voluntary program, producers have the 
opportunity to receive conservation payments through the USDA, Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS). 
 
NRCS is accepting applications on a continuous basis.  Applicants will be evaluated and ranked 
for funding competitively within the state, based on the conservation they agree to install and 
maintain on their land.   
 
Conservation Stewardship Program rules were recently approved, and signup for the 2009 fund-

ing cycle closed on September 30.  As more applications are accepted 
through the continuous signup in future years, competition for enroll-
ment is likely to increase. 
 
“Due to the shorter timeframe, we encourage producers to sign up as 
soon as they can,” Oregon NRCS State Conservationist Ron Alvarado 
said. 
 
In Oregon, individuals, entities and tribes have the opportunity to en-
roll just over 200, 000 acres of working cropland, grazing land, or non-
industrial private forestland in Fiscal Year 2009. 
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Payment rates have not been established, however national estimates for projected payment 
ranges have been released. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Final payment rates will be determined this fall, and pre-approved 2009 applicants will be noti-
fied of their payments, which cannot exceed $40,000 per year.  Those who then decide to enter 
into a program contract will receive their first annual payment in October of 2010. 
 
For participation in 2009, applicants must complete the following steps before September 30: 

•  Complete a Self-Screening Checklist to determine if the program is a good fit. 
•  Work with the local USDA Service Center to verify program eligibility. 
•  Submit a program application form 
•  Submit an operation map, aerial photograph or overlay. 

Once these steps are completed, NRCS will work with applicants to gather further information 
about the land, select additional conservation activities, conduct field visits, and develop a stew-
ardship plan. 
 
For additional information about the Conservation Stewardship Program, please go online to: 
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/index.html or visit you local NRCS field office.  For 
more information on how payment rates will be determined, visit the National NRCS Web site 
at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new_csp/special_pdfs/
payment_range_estimate_081309.pdf  

Cropland $12 to $22 per acre 
Non-industrial Private Forestland $6 to $12 per acre 

Pastureland $7 to $14 per acre 

Rangeland $5 to $10 per acre 

Establishment of Resource- 

Conservation Crop Rotations 

 

$12 to $16 per acre 

Conservation Stewardship Program 
-Nationally Estimated Range for Annual Payments -  

2009 Union Co. Farmer-Merchant Banquet 
October 20, 2009 

6:00—9:00 PM 
Blue Mt. Conference Center 

Contact the Chamber of Commerce for Tickets at 541-963-8588 

  All tickets must be reserved by October 14, 2009. 



 
OSU Winter Elite Yield Trials – Soft White and Hard Red/White Winter 
Wheat Varieties: 
 
The OSU Winter Elite Yield Trial Program (WEYT) developed by Dr. Jim Peterson, OSU Wheat 
Breeder, and Dr. Mike Flowers, OSU Extension Cereal Specialist, is designed to screen promis-
ing experimental lines along side selected public/private varieties in at least 9 sites across the 
state. 
 
The information generated from the WEYT testing program is 
of great benefit to growers by providing variety performance 
data that can help you select a variety(ies) with agronomic 
qualities to help minimize risk from crop disease and environ-
mental stress while maximizing yield potential for your produc-
tion system.  Such information is valuable given the numerous 
public and private varieties currently available. 
 
In 2009, two of the WEYT trials were conducted in NE Oregon (irrigated sites) at Trico Farms 
(near LaGrande) and Agri-Star Farms (near North Powder).  Portions of the data set are in-
cluded in this newsletter, however, the complete data set can be accessed at the OSU Wheat Im-
provement Program web site at http://cropandsoil.oregonstate.edu/wheat/. If you have an inter-
est in hard red winter wheat and soft white club wheat variety performance in NE Oregon, you 
can view results from drill strip trials I conducted in 2007 and 2002 at our Union County web 
site at http://extension.oregonstate.edu/union/index.php under the “Latest News” link. 
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Selecting Winter Wheat Varieties for NE Oregon 
Join us for an interactive session with Mike Flowers, OSU Extension Cereal Specialist, to  

discuss selecting varieties of winter wheat for your production system and variety testing   

trials conducted in NE Oregon.  Growers, agriculture service providers, seed suppliers and 

anyone else interested in wheat production located in Union, Baker, and Wallowa County is 

invited and encouraged to participate in this local event! 

Date:  September 30, 2009 

Time:  7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

Location:  Ag Service Center Conference Room, 10507 North McAlister Road, LaGrande, OR  

Contact:  Darrin L. Walenta, OSU Ext. – Union Co.  541-963-1010   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

2009-10 Wheat Marketing Video 

Conference Series 
 

2nd Thursday of every month 

 
Series resumes 

September 17, 2009 from 8 to 9 a.m.!! 

 

Contact your local Extension Office to RSVP!! 


