
    

      
    

Skip to main content

  
	        
    
	

	
								OSU Extension Service

							

						


  


    	
			

	      
	  
  
    
  
          
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

Search








      







    


	
		    
    
            Main navigation


      
		
      Topics
        	
      Animals and livestock
        	
      Beef cattle
    
	
      Bees and pollinators
    
	
      Commercial fishing, crabbing and clamming
    
	
      Dairy
    
	
      Horses
    
	
      Poultry and rabbits
    
	
      Sheep and goats
    
	
      Swine
    


  
	
      Business and economics
        	
      Business management
    
	
      Business marketing
    
	
      Estate and succession planning
    
	
      Finance, budgeting and taxes
    
	
      Rural economic development
    


  
	
      Community vitality
        	
      Agritourism
    
	
      Community science
    
	
      Community disaster preparedness
    
	
      Community planning
    
	
      Health outreach
    
	
      Local, regional and community food systems
    


  
	
      Crop production
        	
      Berries, table grapes and kiwifruit
    
	
      Field crops
    
	
      Fruit trees
    
	
      Hazelnuts and nut crops
    
	
      Hemp
    
	
      Nursery and greenhouse
    
	
      Organic agriculture
    
	
      Pastures and forages
    
	
      Soil
    
	
      Vegetables and specialty seeds
    
	
      Wine grapes
    


  
	
      Food
        	
      Commercial food processing
    
	
      Farm food safety
    
	
      Food security
    
	
      Home food preservation
    
	
      Home food safety and storage
    
	
      Nutrition and healthy eating
    
	
      Recipes
    
	
      Wine, beer, cider and spirits
    


  
	
      Forests, woodlands and rangelands
        	
      Christmas trees
    
	
      Cutting and selling trees
    
	
      Fire
    
	
      Forest health and management
    
	
      Non-timber forest products
    
	
      Rangeland conservation and management
    
	
      Tree care
    
	
      Wood processing and products
    


  
	
      Gardening, lawn and landscape
        	
      Monthly garden calendars
    
	
      Bees and pollinators
    
	
      Berries and fruit
    
	
      Flowers, shrubs and trees
    
	
      Garden soil and compost
    
	
      Gardening techniques
    
	
      Garden vegetables and herbs
    
	
      Lawn and turfgrass
    
	
      Urban forestry
    
	
      Wildlife
    


  
	
      Outdoors and environments
        	
      Climate change
    
	
      Environmental education (PreK-12)
    
	
      Fish and aquatic life
    
	
      Sustainability
    
	
      Wildlife
    


  
	
      Pests, weeds and diseases
        	
      Healthy homes
    
	
      Insects
    
	
      Integrated pest management
    
	
      Invasive species
    
	
      Nuisance wildlife
    
	
      Pesticide safety and education
    
	
      Plant diseases
    
	
      Weeds
    


  
	
      Water and watersheds
        	
      Fish and aquatic life
    
	
      Irrigation
    
	
      Ponds
    
	
      Residential water and wells
    
	
      Riparian areas
    
	
      Water management and conservation
    


  
	
      Youth, families and health
        	
      Family emergency preparedness
    
	
      Food security
    
	
      Healthy aging
    
	
      Healthy homes
    
	
      Nutrition and healthy eating
    
	
      Parenting
    
	
      Physical activity
    
	
      Youth education resources
    


  


  
	
      Get involved
        	
      Programs
    
	
      Projects
    
	
      Events
    


  
	
      About
        	
      About us
    
	
      Our leadership
    
	
      Program areas
    
	
      Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
    
	
      Our history
    
	
      Our impact
    
	
      Get involved
    
	
      Donate
    
	
      Latest content
    
	
      News
    
	
      Career opportunities
    
	
      Advisory and advocacy groups
    


  
	
      Contact us
        	
      Find a location near you
    
	
      Faculty and staff
    
	
      Ask Extension
    


  





  

  


		  
	      
  
    

      

  
    
      
  
          
        
      

  
    
      
  
          
      



  
    
      
  
          
      


    

    




  


  



	
			
			    	
                  Home
              
	
                  Gardening, lawn and landscape
              
	
                  Gardening techniques
              



						
				
										Ivy removal in a home landscape									

			

		

		




		
			      
    


  


		

		
						
				    
    
  
  
        	
              English
          
	
              Español
          



  

  
  
      
	
		
		
		                  

            Introduction


I moved into a new house in May that had (perhaps literally) a ton of ivy. It covered the fences to the extent that I couldn’t even open the gate without removing some of it. Removing enough ivy to open the fence was my first project. Next, I mowed it back to keep it from spreading further into the yard, until the mower decided it didn’t like that anymore.


Then, since we needed some ivy removal pictures at the office, two of us tackled the English ivy on the Douglas fir tree in the back, using the tree Life Saver method similar to that used by the parks department in the city of Portland.


English ivy (Hedera helix) is a European forest vine that has become invasive in the U.S. Because it is such an effective groundcover, it had been recommended for years as a landscape staple — at least until we began to recognize its full potential as an invasive species. Ivy League schools and ivy-covered brick buildings are icons of a gracious and privileged way of life. Ivy motifs decorate tablecloths, botanical texts and artwork.


In art, at least, ivy doesn’t produce seeds. But in nature, the spread through seeds is causing serious economic harm. So, it needs to be controlled. Mow it, discourage it, pull it, whack it down, remove its flowers and fruits, and most importantly, keep it from growing into its mature form.


Note: Some people are sensitive to English Ivy and develop a rash when they touch it or work with it. Use caution until you know how your skin reacts to it.


Life-saver English ivy removal from trees


The "Life Saver" method aims to remove ivy from the base and trunk of the tree to give it some “relief” while more complete ivy removal is in progress. The picture sequence gives some of the details. It took two people about two hours to complete this sequence for the one tree shown in the photos. “Life Saver” refers to making a circle 3–5 feet from the tree free of ivy, the Life Saver candy. The tree itself is the hole in the middle.


First, cut the ivy “trunks” or vines all the way around the tree at about eye level. Clippers work well for the smaller vines and for exposing the vines themselves. The vines attach to the bark with aerial roots. But with persistence, they can be peeled away. Some of the vines cut more easily with a hand-held pruner, at least once they get to be a half-inch or more in diameter. For the larger vines, a small hand saw does the work well. Again, persistence is in order since the growing vines seem to “fuse” with one another when they overlap, creating quite a strong bond as the vines get larger in diameter. For very large vines, I’ve have heard of people getting out their chain saw. But in those cases, the ivy has been growing a very long time indeed!



Peel them downward from the bark. Then, by folding them back, you can sometimes snip off the branches on the bottom of the peeled sections.




As you cut the vines, you can sometimes hear a very satisfying “snap” as the tension in the plant's vascular system is released. As you cut the vines, begin to peel them downward from the bark, one at a time (or several at a time if they are fused). Then, by folding them back, you can sometimes snip off the branches on the bottom of the peeled sections. Just toss the pieces you remove on the ground — cleanup can come later. Work your way down the trunk to the base of the tree and pull back the ivy from the tree at ground level at least 3 to 5 feet.


To clear the ground at least 3-5 feet from the base of the tree, you may need to do some serious pulling. Inevitably, vines will pull away from the roots, but you can try to come back later to get them when they re-sprout. As you remove vines, lay them “roots up” in the cartoon “dead mouse” pose, so the roots dry out and the vine dies. This is sometimes called “sheet composting” and seems to work in the short term, at least.


Now, sit back and watch as the ivy that remains on the tree dies. This can take several months in winter. By the time I am writing this at the end of July, the ivy is already dead in the upper reaches of my Douglas fir. As it starts to decay, it will shrivel, the leaves will fall off, and the entwined dead ivy branches will eventually fall off, probably during a winter storm. This may take several years. Meanwhile, it is doing little harm to the canopy of the tree and is not producing seeds.


Tackling the fence line


I’ll get back to pulling the ivy on the ground underneath the Douglas fir in the fall, but at least it is still in its juvenile phase and not reproducing. Now, I have turned by attention back to the fence, because ivy at the top of the fence is taking on the characteristic mature ivy look.


When ivy is ready to reproduce — usually when it has had a chance to reach sunlight — the leaves change from the juvenile form (the classic ivy leaf shape) to larger heart-shaped leaves. Look at the pictures for a comparison. When this happens, the English ivy produces flowers and seeds, which are eaten by birds. The birds often swallow them whole, and the seeds are deposited in the droppings. Very few birds, except starlings, use the seeds for food. Since the seeds are sticky, they also stick to birds' feet as they move around from tree to tree. They germinate easily and grow quickly, so even when you have completed ivy removal you can get new seedlings regularly; these are very easy to hand-pull when they are young.


It takes me about two hours to clear 2 linear feet from a 7- to 8-foot-tall cedar fence. Because the ivy has been on the fence so long, the fence underneath is in pretty bad shape, but that’s another issue. In a few more years, the entire fence would have just toppled over into my yard, ivy and all. So far, I’ve cleared maybe 14 linear feet and the ground about 6 feet into my yard.


With clippers handy, I just started at one end, cutting the ivy vines into about 2-foot lengths and piling them up until the yard waste bin is available again for biweekly pickup. The composting system at the city yard waste depot will almost assuredly finish the process of killing the vines, especially since they have to sit in that pile for up to a month before I even get to the recycling part, and are mostly dead by the time they get into the yard waste bin. I wouldn’t recommend this for all invasive species, since many can re-sprout from even the tiniest fragment. But for ivy, I think it is probably OK. I wish I had taken a “before” picture, but the later pictures give an idea of the magnitude of the problem.


My neighbor on the other side of the fence is helping by lending me an extra yard waste container. He plans to replace the fence once I am done with the hard section and he has a chance to finish cleaning up “his” side. He has been trying to control the ivy on his side for years, so that won’t be as bad as the task still ahead on my side. It's nice when neighbors work together on these issues! Guess the word is getting around.


More information


I hope this description has been helpful to you. Here are a few other links for more information if you are interested in your own ivy removal project.


	No Ivy League (Portland Oregon)
	Friends of Sligo Creek photos and information
	Walama Restoration Project Brochure and Techniques, Eugene, OR
	English Ivy Removal in Redwoods National Park
	Oregon Department of Agriculture Fact Sheet
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				Ivy on tree trunk before removal


									
						Photo: Linda R. McMahan, Oregon State University
					

							

		

	



              
	

            






      
			
			
				Ivy on tree trunk after removal
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				Ivy in tree canopy a little more than a month after pruning
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				Immature ivy leaves
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				Mature ivy leaves and seeds
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				Ivy removal along the fence line
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							OSU Extension Master Gardener Program increases diversity, equity and inclusivity
							
					

		Since issues of diversity are perceived differently in different areas of the state, the approach must be multi-pronged to meet the needs of all Oregonians.
				
							LeAnn Locher |
										Feb 2023 |
						Impact story
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo: EESC slide collection (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Cherry tree grafting, how and when?
							
					

		The top (grafted part) of our dwarf cherry tree died. We have other cherry trees and would like to graft a new top on it. What is the best type of graft to make?
				
							Steve Renquist |
										Jan 2015 |
						Featured question
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Fertilizing Your Garden: Vegetables, Fruits, and Ornamentals
							
					

		 Gives   fertilizer   recommendations,   based   on   soil   test   results,   for   vegetable   gardens,   fruit   trees,   ornamental   shrubs,   flowers,   caneberries,   and   strawberries.   Discusses   factors   involved   in   plant   growth,   such   as   soil,  ...
				
							John M. Hart, Ray A. McNeilan |
										Apr 2000 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
														
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo by Lynn Ketchum (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Fertilizing fruit trees
							
					

		Fruit trees like apples, pears and prunes generally need fertilizer. Learn how to match your orchard's needs with the macronutrients the soil can provide.
				
							Steve Renquist |
										May 2018 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Pruning with the Pros - Thundercloud Plum
							
					

		A demonstration of pruning activities on a mature plum tree in the landscape. With Oregon State University Extension’s Nicole Sanchez and certified arborists John Bellon and Tom Ford.
				
										Feb 2022 |
						Video
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Pruning with the Pros - Collars and Ridges
							
					

		Identifying collars and ridge tissue in woody plants can help us determine the best places to make pruning cuts.
				
										Feb 2022 |
						Video
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Pruning with the Pros - When to get professional help
							
					

		Some tree pruning issues that require professional help, and a demonstration of how a professional assesses a tree’s structure.
				
										Feb 2022 |
						Video
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Credit: Nicole Sanchez (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Klamath County Master Gardeners design and deliver ‘DIY’ irrigation program
							
					

		Oregon State University Extension Service Master Gardeners in the county researched alternative lawns and sought ways to help gardeners understand drip irrigation better.
				
							Nicole Sanchez |
										Mar 2024 |
						Impact story
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo: USDA  (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							If Your Home Freezer Stops (SP 50-470)
							
					

		Freezer failure can mean the loss of a large investment in food, time and money. Here's a guide to being prepared for freezer failure, what to do if it happens, and which foods you can save and which you should toss.
				
										Feb 2013 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo: Wikimedia Commons (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Analyze your garden soil at home with the jar test
							
					

		Learn how to do a simple test with few materials to see how much of the soil is sand, silt or clay.
				
										Jun 2018 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo by Weston Miller. (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Entomology for gardeners
							
					

		Your garden is full of insects—some friends, some foes. Learn how to identify insects so that you know how to respond when you see them in your garden.
				
							Jean R. Natter |
										Jan 2019 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo: Eugene E. Nelson, Bugwood.org licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 License (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							How to identify a wolf spider
							
					

		Information on the wolf spider.
				
										Jul 2018 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo: Stephen Ward (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							How to collect a plant specimen for disease diagnosis
							
					

		A guide for how to collect and where to get a sample analyzed for plant diseases.
				
							Melodie Putnam, Carol Savonen |
										Jul 2014 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					

              





      
					
					

	
		
							
							Pacific NW native plants by plant community
							
					

		Useful information about Western Hemlock-Douglas Fir Forest, Prairie, Scrub-Shrub Wetlands, and Mixed Deciduous Forest/Steep Dry Slope.
				
										Jun 2014 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Sweep wood ash from the fireplace to the garden
							
					

		As you clean the fireplace, do your plants a favor and sprinkle the ashes in the garden instead of throwing them in the garbage.
				
							Kym Pokorny |
										Oct 22, 2021 |
						News story
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  



					
					

	
		
							
							Garden and Cooking Series: Layout and Design of Garden
							
					

		Growing food in short growing seasons can be a challenge. Learn how to rotate and space the plants and provide water systems.
				
							Jim VanHorn |
										Sep 2009 |
						Video
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo: Agathe Marty @agathemarty via Unsplash (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Incorporating Pacific Northwest native plants into your water-wise landscapes
							
					

		If you're planning a water-wise landscape in the Pacific Northwest, you don't have to look far for plants. Many Pacific Northwest native plants have a natural tolerance for summer dry periods.
				
							Linda R. McMahan |
										Jun 2018 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

            
  
    




  
  



      



					
					

	
		
							
							Recommended Native Plants for Home Gardens in Western Oregon
							
					

		Recommended native plants for home gardens in western Oregon.
				
										Jun 2018 |
						Fact Sheet
					

	



  



							

			


    

  
          
      




  



	
		

            
	

            






      
	



      
					

	
		
					

            
Have a question? Ask Extension!

      
				
		

            Ask Extension is a way for you to get answers from the Oregon State University Extension Service. We have experts in family and health, community development, food and agriculture, coastal issues, forestry, programs for young people, and gardening.
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OSU recognizes the impact that its land grant history has had on Indigenous communities in Oregon. See our land acknowledgement.
Copyright © 1995-2024 Oregon State University | Web disclaimer/privacy | Equal opportunity/accessibility


 


      
  


  
    

      

            


      
  


  


    		

	



  


    
    






  