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November 1, Sunday 
Remember to turn clocks back for 
Daylight Savings! 
Fall Potluck for the Mac Farmer’s Mar-
ket.  1-3 pm at the Commons at Hill-
side.  Bring a main dish, salad or des-
sert to share, and share your thoughts 
and ideas for further improving the 
market.  Please RSVP to 503-472-3605 

November 5, Thursday 
Insect Committee meeting, 10am in the 
PW Auditorium. 
 
November 11, Wednesday 
YCMGA Board meeting is  
REPLACED by the annual retreat.   
See next entry. 
 
November 14, Saturday 
YCMGA annual planning retreat and 
potluck lunch.  Begins at 9 am in the 
First Federal Savings meeting room on 
3rd Street in McMinnville.                 
All members welcome.  See page 3 for 
more details. 

November 16, Monday 
Mac Garden Club program:  “Planting a 
Garden for Birds”, presented by Laura 
McMasters.  Noon at the Hillside 
Manor Activity room. 
 
November 19, Thursday 
Insect Committee meeting, 10 am in the 
PW Auditorium. 
 
November 26 & 27,  
Thursday & Friday 
Extension office closed for  
Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
November 30, Monday 
Deadline for submission of volunteer 
payback hours for class of 2009 and re-
certifying veterans.  Please see page 8. 

���������	
��
������������	�����������������������������

����������	���
����������	���
����������	���
����������	���
� ���
���
������������������������

����������������
������� �	���!"���#�

$�%!�����&�����������!�



Linda’s Corner  by Linda McMahan 

    Once again we approach that 
time of year to tidy up the garden 
and celebrate our year’s suc-
cesses.  Perhaps it was the lovely 
tasting tomato, or perhaps the 
super large pumpkin, or the 
newly tried vegetable.  Maybe 
your success was a new garden 
bed, a renovated lawn area, or a 

new ornamental plant.  Perhaps it was the time you spent at 
the community garden, at the plant sale, the clinic or 
farmer’s market, at YCMGA meetings, planting trees in the 
community or working in the greenhouse.  You may have 
been one of those who are working with youth in the vari-
ous projects in our communities.  Or maybe it was all of 
those, in which case you have been very busy indeed. 
    On Tuesday,  December 8 at 6 PM, we will get together 
to enjoy an always delectable and interesting potluck dinner 
and celebrate the success of the 2009 OSU Master Gar-
dener Program and the Yamhill County Master Gardener 
Association.  We will graduate the OSU Master Gardener 
Class of 2009.  We will acknowledge those of you who 
have chosen to recertify.  And we will thank all of you who 
have made a special effort to support the activities of OSU 
Extension and the YCMGA.  So please mark your calendar 
today—December 8, 6PM, in the Public Works Audito-
rium—and join the rest of us at the festivities.    

Sowing YCMGA Seeds  
    THANKSGIVING is a time of reflec-
tion and remembrance of what we have 
to be thankful for.    
    THANKSGIVING is a time to be 
THANKFUL and give THANKS.  I am 
very THANKFUL for the quantity and 
quality of accomplishments, projects 
and programs that have been completed 

by YCMGA members and I would just like to express my 
sincere THANKS.  This has been a excellent year and as an 
association we have a lot to be thankful for.   
    THANKS to the 2009 EXECUTIVE BOARD for their 
faithfulness and dedication in contributing their time, en-
ergy and talents on behalf of YCMGA.  This board works 
so tirelessly and quietly on behalf of this association that 
many of you are probably unaware of their valued invest-
ment and devotion.  
    THANKS to the various COMMITTEES AND SUB-
COMMITTEE members who quietly, efficiently and effec-
tively “simply get the work done” without complaints.   
 

I am constantly amazed at the volume of work that is com-
pleted. 
    THANKS to our EXTENSION AGENTS AND STAFF 
in their willingness to assist Master Gardeners in a myriad 
of requests for help (even when they are busy doing their 
own work)! 
    THANKS to DEB ZAVESON who contributes her com-
puter expertise and pleasant personality to assist TORREY 
SMITH in producing our monthly newsletter.  THANK 
YOU DEB, for keeping us constantly informed via email 
on important events and activities. 
    THANKS to the many, many, many YCMGA MEM-
BERS who simply “show up” again and again to help with 
“whatever needs to be done”.  YCMGA is honored and 
privileged to have a wonderful, cheerful, group of “positive 
attitude” master gardeners.  YOU ARE AWESOME! 
    As President of YCMGA I am VERY THANKFUL for 
your extensive contributions in our community.   
    I am THANKFUL to be a member of YCMGA.   
    HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 From the President by Cathy Burdett 2 
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Buggy Bits   by Bob Grossmann 

YCMGA Annual Retreat  by Cathy Burdett 

WHAT: YCMGA ANNUAL RETREAT/PLANNING SESSION 
WHEN: NOVEMBER 14, 2009, 9:00AM  UNTIL ??? 
WHERE: FIRST FEDERAL MEETING ROOM, MCMINNVILLE 
WHO:  YCMGA MEMBERS 
WHY: TO PREPARE A BALANCED BUDGET FOR 2010 AND HAVE A PLANNING SESSION  TO 

DISCUSS PROPOSED SUGGESTIONS SUBMITTED BY OUR MEMBERS FOR THE UPCOMING 
YEAR 

 
Traditionally, this annual event is a potluck lunch when we can sit, talk and plan for next year’s YCMGA activities,  
projects and programs while we enjoy a meal together.  We appreciate you contributions to YCMGA and if you could 
join us it would be wonderful to see you and hear your comments!  Thank you.����

3 

Winter Plant Pests 
 
    So, you have brought your tender, potted plants that 
have sat outside all summer long into your house, garage 
or greenhouse to spend a cozy winter until next 
spring.  You may have inadvertently also provided a com-
fortable environment for the pests that share their love for 
your plants as well.  Those pests that normally would hi-
bernate during the cold winter weather do not need to do 
so now and can feed ravenously on your favorite plants in 
warm comfort. 
    One of the pests that may have hitched a ride on your 
plants are the aphids.  Not only do they suck juices out of 
the stems and leaves, but the honeydew that they excrete 
can provide food for sooty molds that can help to damage 
the plant.  Scale insects and mealybugs also can be 
brought in from outside and they also produce the honey-
dew that molds love to feed on, sometimes actually killing 
the infected plant. 
    Mites are frequently a problem for plants brought in for 
the winter.  They are so small that they are many times 
overlooked until their numbers have exploded and the 
plant has lost its vigor and color and is in danger of dy-
ing.  Telltale webbing on the undersides of leaves usually 
indicates the presence of mites.   
    Fungus gnats appear as tiny black flies, and even though 
the larvae feed on decaying matter in the soil, the adults 
are an annoyance when they emerge.   
    Caterpillars that would normally spend the winter hiber-
nating in the soil may also become active when plants are 
brought indoors.  Chewings on leaves would indicate these 

larvae are present and they can be removed and destroyed 
by searching the plant carefully for the little culprits. 
    Springtails can sometimes be found in great numbers 
because they reproduce so rapidly.  They normally will 
feed on decaying plant materials, so periodic cleanups of 
the soil surface will normally keep their numbers down. 
They tend to be more of a nuisance than a real problem. 
    To prevent pests in stored plants, a careful observance 
of the stock during their storage is imperative. For control 
hints and information go to the Washington State Exten-
sion bulletin 0695 “Houseplant Pests” at 
http://140.254.84.215/cached.jsp?idx=O&id-33917  
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From the Greenhouse by Gail Price 
4 

    October wasn’t quite the beginning of fall that we gener-
ally expect.  We usually see bright sunny days and cold 
mornings – some of them on the frosty side.  This is the 
kind of weather that creates the beautiful fall colors we 
love to see. Instead, the weather has been warmer than 
usual and often grey and showery.  In fact, it rained buck-
ets on those of us who attended the MG plant exchange at 
the fairgrounds.  Most of us didn’t notice it though as there 
were free plants to be had. 
    The warmer than usual weather has allowed the vegeta-
ble gardens to sputter along a bit longer.  Our late planting 
of corn and green beans lasted well into October and we 
continued to get a few more tomatoes to bring inside to 
ripen.  These late tomatoes may not taste as good as those 
picked in August but they sure can compete with those at 
the grocery store. 
     By October most farmers have harvested their crops.  
This is not so with the area hazelnut farmers.  We always 
hope that Indian summer will continue well into October 
as we generally harvest about 10 days into the month when 
most of the nuts have fallen to the ground. 
     This year the Willamette Valley had a large crop of 
nuts that seemed to fall about a week earlier than usual.  It 
was great to be able to harvest early before the rain show-
ers began in earnest.  The nuts, leaves and husks were dry 
making it easier for the harvester to separate the nuts from 
the debris.  However, with the large crop not all the nuts 
were down at the time of the early harvest. 
     About two weeks later we decided that it was worth 

going through the orchard for a second time.  The weather 
had begun to change.  A few small storms had come 
through with some wind and rain.  The wind helped the 
last of the nuts to fall.  Now all we had to do was dodge 
the rain drops and work fast on the few nice days in be-
tween.  Mother Nature was good to us.  It is a good thing 
she does not listen to the weathermen.  The weather was 
much nicer than predicted and we finished the harvest for 
this year. 
    A few nice days continue to pop up here and there.  It is 
great to take advantage of them and work out in the yard 
while it is still warm enough.  Winter is around the corner 
so enjoy those beautiful days. 
 

CORVALLIS, Ore. - Autumn leaves are the grand finale of the growing season. What creates all that color? 
    It’s all about photosynthesis, according to Pat Breen, Oregon State University professor emeritus of horticulture. 
The word “photosynthesis” means “to transform with light.” That is just what happens inside leaf cells as chlorophyll 
uses the sun’s light to transform water and carbon dioxide into food for the growing plant. 
    Throughout the summer, green plants produce a continual supply of chlorophyll to keep the transformation going. But 
when days get shorter and nights get cooler, plants slow their production of chlorophyll. As the amount of chlorophyll 
declines, the green color of plant leaves starts to fade and other pigments begin to shine through. 
Carotenoids, for example, are found in most green plants, and are necessary for capturing sunlight. When chlorophyll 
fades, the carotenoids that are left create yellow and sometimes brilliant gold color. We see carotenoids at work in big-
leaf maples this time of year. 
A second pigment, anthocyanin, is produced in the leaves of only a few kinds of trees. It creates shades ranging from 
pink to red to purple, as in our native vine maples. 
    When the colorful pigments finally fade, leaves turn brown from the remaining tannin. Tannins are found in almost all 
trees, and are especially abundant in Oregon white oak, which keeps its autumn color to a conservative brown. 
Weather plays a part in the show of autumn leaves. The most vivid color tends to unfold when autumn days are sunny 
and nights are cool but above freezing. The red-color anthocyanins are produced in strong light when sugars are trapped 
in the leaf as stems begin to shut off in preparation to drop. If the weather holds, enough sugars are produced to create 
brilliant red and orange color in the leaf. Rainy weather blocks warmth and sunshine, and so inhibits sugar production. 
Leaves fade without much color change. Likewise, early frost can kill leaves, turning them brown. 
    You can orchestrate your own grand finale by planting trees that promise autumn color. Many kinds of native trees 
and shrubs are already brightening the woods this time of year.  
    A trip to the local nursery will reveal an even larger selection.  

The Science Behind Autumn Colors by Peg Herring, Source:  Pat Breen 



Newberg WaterWise Garden Wins Award 5 

    Congratulations to Master Gardener Bryan Stewart and the city of Newberg Public Works department.  They have 
been awarded the Oregon Chapter APWA Julian Prize award.   
    The Prize was presented at the Oregon Chapter Fall Conference awards banquet on Thursday evening, October 8.  The 
Public Works agency was recognized by a brief description of the project, and presented with a framed certificate and a 
gift certificate for a tree that can be planted in the community as a lasting symbol of Newberg’s commitment to sustain-
ability. 
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Propagation’s Latest Dirt  by Cathy Burdett 

���� In support of the outstanding efforts by GAIL PRICE and supplementing the awe-inspiring efforts of the Greenhouse 
Committee to produce plants for our annual YCMGA sale, a group of Master Gardeners have organized into a propagat-
ing group.  PATTI GREGORY, who has extensive expertise in the nursery industry, is our knowledgeable LEADER, 
MOTIVATOR, TEACHER, ORGANIZER, and ENCOURAGER in this new YCMGA “horticulture educational adven-
ture”. 
    We began meeting in August and a core group has faithfully continued in their dedication and commitment to this new 
project.  It seemed appropriate that our members should learn about what we were accomplishing.  So I plan to write ar-
ticles from time to time and let you know about the “propagation’s latest dirt”. 
    This is an on-going committee which meets at various times with a diversity of responsibilities and duties.  It is an 
open-ended group which means you come if you can.  Please contact Patti if you are interested in joining. 
    Thank you to the following members who have already contributed time: 
Joan L.   Judy Z.   Ruth R.   Doris C. 
Eileen M,  Gail B.   Jane PH.  Janice S. 
Beth D.   Sylvia C.  Anna A.  Jean A. 
Jewell C.  Patty S.   Polly B.  Randy W. 
Gail P.   Linda C.  Linda L.  Marcia S. 
Mildred R.  Pam D.   Ray V.   Kathleen B. 
Susan R.  Bev N.   Colleen D.  Laura T. 
Doris C.  Diane L.  Suzanne L.  Tony W. 
Cathy B. 
 
    A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALAN WENNER AND AL CRONK .  Both worked in organizing and preparing the 
flats and pots for the group to use.  Alan Wenner has been diligent in bringing potting soil from Bailey Nursery. 
    Since August, this group has been meeting twice a month when we prepared 15 trays of perennials with a rooting 
compound.  The flats of rooting plants were taken home by some members and given “tender loving care”.  A total of 32 
flats of cuttings were also transported to the Newberg High greenhouse to bask in 40-45 degree night temperatures and 
an automated misting system.    
    On October 21st the group took the flats of the “rooted” plants and repotted them in soil and 4-inch pots.  It has been a 
wonderful experience to take cuttings from plants and then watch them regenerate and grow.  Our YCMGA greenhouse 
is a delight to the eye as it is getting filled because of our efforts. 
    In addition to preparing cuttings, the group has started seeds of perennials and also potted divisions of perennials into 
gallon pots.   
    YES…. we have been working diligently on behalf of our annual plant sale  AND ALSO… learning about propaga-
tion and having FUN!  

Come and join us! 
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1 2 
 Library Comm.     
 Mtg. 10 AM @    
 Extension 

3 
NHS Greehouse 
11 AM-12:30 PM 

4 5 
Insect Comm. 
Mtg. 10AM-Noon 

6 7 
 
OMGA Mtg. 
Clakamas 
County 

8 9 10 
NHS Greehouse 
11 AM-12:30 PM 

11 
  
  Veterans Day 

12 13 14 
YCMGA Annual 
Retreat - First 
Federal MAC 
9 AM - 2 PM 

15 16 17 
NHS Greehouse 
11 AM-12:30 PM 

18 19   Last 
Insect Comm. 
Mtg. 10AM-Noon 

20 21 

22 23 
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24 
NHS Greehouse 
11 AM-12:30 PM 

25 26 27 28 

29 30                      
                 Note:   

 
Graduation & 
Awards Potluck 
Dinner 
December 8th  
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Desk Calendar  7 
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2 
Alan W. 1-5 
Gloria B.  1-5 

3 
Suzanne L.  8:30-10:30 
Eileen McB. 10-1 

4 
 

5 
Kim Z.  9-1 

6 
 

9 
 

10 
Eileen McB.  9-1 

11 
Kim Z.  9:30-1 

12 
Kathy R.  1-5 

13 
Ann S.  9-1 
 

16 
 

17 
Eileen McB.  9-1 

18 
 

19 
Kim Z.  9-1 
Tony W.  1-5 

20 
Ann S.  10:30-2:30 

23 
 

24 
Eileen McB.  9-1 

25 
Kim Z  9-1 
 

26 
 

27 
 

30 
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Office closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 

Remember to turn clocks back November 1 for Daylight Savings 

McMinnville Community Garden  2009 by Kimberly Zoutendijk  
    The Community Garden continues to change, grow, and become more self-sufficient. Previously, the Salvation Army 
and the Yamhill County Master Gardeners have had to provide some financial assistance to the garden but the garden is 
now able to support its operations through plant, flower, herb and produce sales resulting in a funds surplus last year and 
also this year.  Last year $500 was donated to the food pantry for the purchase of fresh food for Christmas food boxes 
and an excess of this amount will be donated this year.   
    This year a glass fronted display refrigerator (cost $350) was purchased for the food pantry so that fresh produce can 
be kept in better condition prior to distribution. Last year the garden was awarded a GENE Grant of nearly $4,000 which 
enabled the purchase of a greenhouse and the automation of the irrigation system. Both these items have proved to be 
valuable, showing a financial savings due to water usage being more accurate.  The garden donations this year have been 
vast, including seeds, compost and plants. A small tiller and chipper/shredder were donated during the year, both of 
which are helping with the considerable amount of work in the garden.  A year round Gift Card plan was established 
where donations can be made to the garden in the name of any person.  A card detailing the gift is provided to give the 
name of the donor. 
    At the start of the year the garden was made up of 60 plots, 17 personal rows, 5 children’s garden rows and 38 for the 
food pantry.  With the pressure of a considerable waiting list of interested gardeners wanting personal rows, the garden 
was expanded, nearly doubling in size by adding 16 extra personal rows, 17 more rows for the pantry and some addi-
tional undesignated space.  This expansion project was considerable work. Volunteer help from the Covenant Church, 
Linfield College’s “Upward Bound” group, Linfield College’s “Greenfields” group and “Circle K” group helped make 
this year prosperous. Without their contribution of time, it would have been difficult to reach the level of success accom-
plished this year. 
    With any expansion there are growing pains, and the Community Garden is no different. Several personal rows were 
abandoned throughout the year causing a considerable amount of extra work to be done by the general gardeners.  It has 
been a very successful year with the food pantry providing nearly 6,000 pounds of produce as of the end of October with 
still more harvesting to be done before the end of the year.  The Salvation Army is currently serving 300 people each 
week. On a number of occasions this year, more produce was available than was needed and it was donated to other food 
pantries and soup kitchens in the area. 
    Look to December’s Tiller for information on the new Committee members and the administrative changes as the 
Garden moves forward into 2010.  



Volunteer Hours 8 

    It’s that time of year already—when you count up all the hours you have spent volunteering as a Master Gardener and 
realize what a contribution you made.  The time donated by OSU volunteers is especially appreciated now due to re-
duced resources and budget restraints.  OSU volunteers greatly expand the outreach that can be provided by the Univer-
sity and compiled results for the state help to support the value of Extension in future planning. 
   This year, for the first time, it is possible to log your hours online. The system is call VRS for Volunteer Reporting 
System.  You may access the VRS directly, at http://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/vrs or from the Yamhill Extension 
website at http://extension.oregonstate.edu/yamhill/master-gardeners 
    The VRS allows you to enter your volunteer service hours and your continuing education hours from any computer 
with an internet connection.  You can pull up and review your volunteer hours (categorized by project type) and your 
continuing education hours at any time.  If you do not have a computer at home, you are welcome to use one of the guest 
computer stations at the Extension office to enter your hours. 
    It is still possible to submit your volunteer hours on the standard paper forms that can be picked up in the Extension 
office or downloaded from the Extension website (above).  However, someone will still be entering the hours on those 
forms into the VRS, where results are automatically compiled and can be viewed by Gail Langellotto, the state coordina-
tor. 
    If you would like some assistance in using the new VRS, there are several options.  There is a “how-to” sheet posted 
on the VRS webpage, you can pick up hard copies of the “how-to” sheet in the Extension office, you can request help 
from Judy Zettergren, who was a beta tester for the system and/or you can call or come into the Extension office to get 
help from Deb or Ronda. 
    The deadline date for submitting your volunteer hours this year is November 30. 

Cuttings from the Board by Suzanne Litviak 

Meeting held on Wednesday, 14 October 2009 
· The Public Works Auditorium (PWA), where Master Gardener classes are held, is acquiring a new look. Public 
Works is converting the back portion of the auditorium into a new conference room. The large conference table cur-
rently housed in the auditorium will be moved to the new conference room. The large classroom tables in the audito-
rium will be replaced by new, narrower tables in order to maintain the current capacity for classroom use of the new, 
smaller auditorium. 
• The hypertufa trough planter class offered to the public on 13 October proved to be a popular success. A fun time 
was had by all 18 students and helpers, and everyone was able to take home a new, trough planter creation. Due to 
popular demand, another class may be offered in the spring.  
• Total harvest production at the Salvation Army Community Garden thus far this year has surpassed 5,000 pounds 
of food, and is expected to reach 6,000 pounds by the end of harvest. As Dave and Bev Norman step down from 
their roles as garden leadership coordinators, a new garden coordinator leadership team is being organized for the 
2010 growing season. All interested MGs who wish to take part in this very active, vital community project would 
be most welcomed! 
• YCMGA members are encouraged to participate in the annual, day-long YCMGA Retreat/Potluck to be held 14       
November at the First Federal meeting room. This is an opportunity for all members to contribute ideas and to help 
formulate plans for YCMGA activities in 2010. 
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Plant Profile:  Helianthus Lemon Queen by Linda McMahan 
9 

    Sometimes I stumble across a real “find.”  At a 
neighborhood garden club plant sale last spring, I picked 
up two plants labeled Helianthus ‘Lemon Queen.”  With-
out even looking it up (not a recommended practice), I did 
exactly the right thing.  I put the plants about 4 feet apart 
at the back of the border, in unamended soil and watered 
sparingly over even the hottest parts of the summer.  Start-
ing in late August, I was rewarded with plants over 6 feet 
high and a profusion of lemony yellow 2-inch flowers that 
were constantly buzzing with bees.  As I collected seeds 
over this weekend to see what the next generation of plants 
might bring, I considered how this delightful plant fits so 
well into our WaterWise theme. 
    Helianthus, commonly called sunflower, is an American 
genus.  The most commonly grown sunflowers are an-
nual—most of us are familiar with the stately giants that 
have become so popular.  However, the genus itself has 
many perennial species as well, including ‘Lemon Queen.’  
The origin of this cultivar is a bit obscure but it probably 
originated as a natural hybrid somewhere in the Midwest.  
Often called a “showstopper”, it can grow to 8 feet and 
tolerates a wide variety of soil conditions.  It can withstand 
very dry soil, giving it the WaterWise designation.  Ironi-
cally, if given fertilizer it can actually grow taller, but can 
then become weak and need staking.  Again by chance, I 
did the right thing and the plants were sturdy even in some 
of our stronger summer winds. 
    Common names vary, but is often just called “perennial 

sunflower.”  Give it plenty of room  in full sun and mini-
mal care, and you too can be rewarded with several 
months of flowers late in the season, attracting both bees 
and butterflies of many kinds.  Be sure to get the perennial 
variety since there is an annual sunflower with the same 
cultivar name. 
    Even while watching it avidly, I forgot to take a picture 
and most of those available on the web are protected im-
ages.  So, to find out what it looks like, try doing your own 
image search with your favorite search image or go to one 
of the following sites for good pictures and information; 
http://www.uvm.edu/pss/ppp/sep03per.htm (University of 
Vermont),  http://www.heronswood.com (Heronswood 
Nursery, Washington).  You can also check out Flikr.com 
which has several noteworthy images posted. 

2010 OMGA Mini College Theme by Gail Langellotto 

Dear OSU Extension faculty and staff, 
    The 2010 Mini-College will be held from July 28-31, 2010 at the CH2M Hill Alumni Center on the OSU campus.  
    We do not yet have a theme, which is why I am writing to you. 
    The concept for the 2010 Mini-College will be to focus on the research-based, unbiased advice that Master Gardeners 
and the Master Gardening Program provides to stakeholders.  In a sense, the theme should emphasize that we are return-
ing to our historical foundation (e.g. unbiased, research-based advice).  At the same time, the theme should emphasize 
that we ‘set the bar’ or ‘set the standard’ for gardening information.  We’re not trying to sell a product.  We teach re-
sponsible gardening practices that help to protect our environmental resources and to enhance our community. 
    Given this short bit of background, can you help us to come up with theme?  At the moment, I’m stuck on ‘Beyond 
Backyard Basics’ . . . but I don’t feel like this theme gets at the gist of what we are trying to convey. 
    Any help or suggestions you might have would be greatly appreciated. 
    (Please email or call in your suggestions to Deb Zaveson in the Yamhill Extension office.  (503) 434-8916, EMAIL 
Debra.Zaveson@oregonstate.edu 
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A New WaterWise Garden by Randy Williamson as told to Kimberly Zoutendijk 
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    The front yard was a task on a list of things to do when 
the opportunity to install a Waterwise garden was pre-
sented to Randy.  Some of his considerations in the land-
scape design were the primary focal point, usage, home 
security, and maintenance. The plant removal stage in-
cluded the elimination of window blocking shrubs, and 
making room for changes. The lawn was too large and had 
several years of neglect. The lot being in a cul-de-sac has 
an irregular shape ‘pie’ with the street side curved, so the 
design needed to be curved and have no straight lines.  
    The sod was removed with a rototiller just deep enough 
to cut up the surface. Deeper tilling would have been diffi-
cult and probably damaging to the soil structure. The next 
part was grading and creating a mound where a low area 
used to be.  A full dump truck was used to add dirt and 
then graded by hand. A three-inch layer of commercial 
compost was added on top and watered heavily for a week 
before planting; the idea was to make digging easier in the 
August heat. 
    Deb Zaveson’s invaluable help in plant choice, layout, 
and design along with locating the plants made the project 
a success. Planting day, even with some great help, was 
not the easy task I imagined it to be. All of the watering 
only penetrated an inch or two so planting involved tough 
digging. The drip irrigation made the final few weeks of 
hot weather more manageable but most of the plantings 

went into shock anyway.  
    In September, spring bulbs were added and to my sur-
prise, over 200 bulbs didn’t go as far as I thought they 
would. This project will re-commence in spring with a few 
replacements and several new plants, topped off with some 
bark mulch. Next the eco-lawn in an oval shape to finish it 
up! 
 
Randy  

4-H Thank Yous (submitted by Suzanne Litviak) 

    These are reproductions of thank you letters that were written to the YCMGA by 4-H members in horticulture who 
received awards sponsored by the YCMGA at the 2009 county fair.  
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Roots  by Max  
11 

    The inside of a root is like a large food processing plant. The root hairs are like delivery trucks delivering the nutrients 
the plant needs, the xylem which is like a conveyor belt transporting the water and the minerals to the leaves where the 
water and minerals are made into food.  Then the food goes down another conveyor belt called phloem. The phloem then 
takes the food down to the cortex which is a storage facility, which stores the food until it needs to be used. A part of the 
plant called the cambium separates the two conveyor belts, phloem and xylem from crossing because we wouldn’t want 
non processed food in the plant’s storage facility.  The epidermis is the outer most part of the plant that protects it. And 
that’s the food process of a plant. 
 
Story behind the Story 
 
    Fifth grade teacher Eric Fuchs presented a unit to his class on how plants work. As part of the assignment, students 
created stem cross-sections out of clay.  At the end of the unit, Mr. Fuchs asked his students to write a summary of what 
they had learned.  The above article was one result. The Club Herald is a monthly newspaper which publishes student 
works from the schools in Newberg and Dundee. I spoke with Max and he said his family was growing peppers, toma-
toes, and roses, and that sometimes he gets to help water them.  He thought it was “pretty cool” how the plant food proc-
ess worked.  When I asked him about his summary being in the Club Herald, he said “Mr. Fuchs submitted it, he helped, 
he taught me about the plants. We tried to see the tubes with a magnifying lens.”  Max is not sure what he wants to be 
when he grows up.  Hopefully, he will consider being a Master Gardener.  Nice job Max.  (Submitted by Kimberly 
Zoutendijk). 

Max and his 5th grade 
teacher, Eric Fuchs. 
Photo by Kimberly 
Zoutendijk 

More 4-H Thank Yous submitted by Suzanne Litviak 
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Yamhill County Extension 
2050 NE Lafayette Avenue 
McMinnville, OR 97128-9333 
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THE TILLER 
 
The Tiller  is published monthly by the Yamhill County OSU Extension 
Office in cooperation with  the Yamhill County Master Gardener™ 
Association, 2050 Lafayette  Avenue, McMinnville, OR 97128-9333.  
(503) 434-7517.  For free subscription by email, send request to: 
yamhillmg@oregonstate.edu 
 
General meetings of the Yamhill County Master Gardeners™  
Association are announced in the Tiller and open to the public. 
  
OSU Master GardenerTM  Program Director:  Linda R. McMahan, Ph.D. 
Tiller Editor:  Torrey Smith 
Contributors:  Linda McMahan, Bob Grossmann, Gail Price, Cathy 
Burdett, Torrey Smith, Kimberly Zoutendijk, Suzanne Litviak, Gail 
Langellotto, Marcia Sherry 


