Species Tulips
(Tulipa sp.)

W
Linda R. McMahan, PhD. WI se

Horticulturist, Oregon State University Oregon State | Extension

uulvsnsnv Service

Tulips are in the genuRulipa, but it often seems that the resemblance stops.tkée can grow ex-
travagant parrot tulips to miniature species tudipd everything in between. The
Tulip Festivals now underway in the Willamette \égllremind us of our love for these colorful garden
plants.

A bit harder to find than the giant hybridst parhaps even easier to grow are a group of tthigis
are either still found in wild habitats or are vetgsely related to them. These are called coitebti
the “species tulips.” They tend to be smaller, s@wen “miniature,” but just as colorful. A distinct
advantage of growing species tulips is that thégroéelf-seed,
creating a naturalized group of tulips in your gardAnd they come back year after year.

So here are some to seek out. Griegg'’s tuligjga greigii) has a short stature (8-12") but impres-
sive bright red flowers; many other color forms als availableTulipa tarda is smaller, perhaps 6
inches high, and has yellow flowers tipped with t&hAs with many
species tulips, the flowers open full and wide cuany dayTulipa kaufmanniana is another shorter
but stout species (6-8") with selections in redd arangesTulipa clusiana flowers range from yellow
to pink and white. They are native to Central Amia the Persian gulf, growing to only 10-12 inches
high. A delicate smaller yellow and white tulip giog
to only 7 inches iJulipa turkestanica. For more choices, check out the following webaitéowa State
University:
http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/hortnews/1994/9-1884/sptul.html

As with many of our garden species, some taryitternet searches can yield lots of information
about the history and culture of tulips, so giva ity.

Most are of Mediterranean origin, so they apjate little or no summer water and good draindge.
provide this, make sure the soil is raised slightipve the base ground level and avoid excessirrig
tion. These plants are welcome and colorful additim our WaterWise gardening palette, so take the
extra time to seek them out and make them parbof landscape.




