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            Below is a list of plants that tend to be more deer-resistant. Deer-resistant does not mean deer-proof, and even the plants on this list will get nibbled on from time to time. Deer browsing depends upon the available food source for that year, time of year, location, deer species, and simple curiosity. The only sure-fire way to keep the deer from nibbling is to put up a tall enough fence. Use this list as a guideline and good luck!


Trees


	Concolor Fir (Abies concolor)
	Grand Fir (Abies grandis)
	Sub-alpine Fir (Abies lasiocarpa)
	Vine Maple (Acer circinatum)
	Boxelder (Acer negundo)
	Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera)
	European White Birch (Betula pendula)
	Incense Cedar (Calocedrus decurrens)
	Atlas Cedar (Cedrus negundo)
	Port Orford Cedar (Chamaecyparis lawsoniana)
	Kousa Dogwood (Cornus kousa)
	English Hawthorn (Crataegus laevigata)
	Russian Olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia)
	European Beech (Fagus sylvatica)
	Green Ash or White Ash (Fraxinus spp.)
	Honey Locust (Gleditsia triacanthos)
	Holly (Ilex spp.)
	Juniper (Juniperus spp.)
	Western Larch (Larix occidentalis)
	Norway Spruce (Picea abies)
	White Spruce (Picea glauca)
	Colorado Blue Spruce (Picea pungens)
	Bristlecone Pine (Pinus aristata)
	Mugo Pine (Pinus mugo)
	Austrian Pine (Pinus nigra)
	Scotch Pine (Pinus sylvestris)
	Japanese Flowering Cherry (Prunus serrulata)
	Pin Oak (Quercus palustris)
	Red Oak (Quercus rubra)
	Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia)
	Pink Idaho Locust (Robinia x ambigua “Idahoensis”)
	Corkscrew Willow (Salix matsudana tortuosa)
	Mountain Ash (Sorbus aucuparia)
	Japanese tree Lilac (Syringa reticulata)

Shrubs


	Barberry (Berberis spp.)
	Butterfly Bush (cultivars)
	Pea Shrub (Caragana spp.)
	Bluebeard (Caryopteris clandonensis)
	Flowering Quince (Chaenomeles spp.)
	Desert Sweet (Chamaebatiaria millefolium)
	Gray Rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus nauseosus)
	Green Rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus)
	Red Osier Dogwood (Cornus stolonifera)
	Smoke tree (Cotinus coggygria)
	Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster spp.)
	Daphne (Daphne spp.)
	Forsythia (Forsythia spp.)
	False Broom (Genista lydia)
	Holly (Ilex spp.)
	Juniper (Juniperus spp.)
	Beauty Bush (Kolkwitzia amabilis)
	Privet (Ligustrum spp.)
	Arnold’s Red Honey-suckle (Lonicera tatarica ‘Arnold’s Red’)
	Oregon Grape Holly (Mahonia aquifolium)
	Prickly Pear (Opuntia spp.)
	Pumila Spruce (Picea abies ‘Pumila’)
	Shrubby Potentilla (Potentilla fruticosa)
	Firethorn (Pyracantha spp.)
	Buckthorn (Rhamnus spp.)
	Rhododendron (Rhododendron spp.)
	Red Elderberry (Sambucus racemosa)
	Buffaloberry (Shepherdia canadensis)
	Snowmound Spirea (Spiraea nipponica)
	Common Lilac (Syringa vulgaris)
	Viburnum (Viburnum spp.)
	Adam’s Needle Yucca (Yucca filamentosa)

Vines


	Clematis (Clematis spp.)
	Japanese Wisteria (Wisteria floribunda)

Perennials & Bulbs


	Yarrow (Achillea spp.)
	Monkshood (Aconitum spp.)
	Ladybells (Adenophora confusa)
	Bishop’s Weed (Aegopodium podagraria)
	Hyssop (Agastache rupestris)
	Carpet Bugle (Ajuga reptans)
	Onion/Garlic (Allium spp.)
	Ornamental Onion (Allium senescens ‘Glaucum’)
	Leadplant (Amorpha canescens)
	Marguerite Daisy (Anthemis spp.)
	Columbine (Aquilegia spp.)
	Wormwood or Sage (Artemisia spp.)
	Big Sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata)
	Basket of Gold (Aurinia saxatilis)
	Arrow-leaf Balsamroot (Balsamorhiza sagittata)
	False Indigo (Baptisia australis)
	Bluebeard (Caryopteris clandonensis)
	Bachelor’s Button (Centaurea cyanus)
	Snow in Summer (Cerastium tomentosum)
	Coreopsis or Tickseed (Coreopsis grandiflora)
	Threadleaf Coreopsis (Coreopsis verticillata)
	Delphinium (Delphinium spp.)
	Sweet William (Dianthus barbatus)

Perennials


	Maiden Pinks (Dianthus deltoides )
	Bleeding Heart (Dicentra spp. )
	Foxglove (Digitalis spp. )
	Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)
	Buckwheat (Eriogonum spp.)
	Spurge (Euphorbia spp.)
	Apache Plume (Fallugia paradoxa)
	Blanket Flower (Gaillardia spp.)
	Sweet Woodruff (Galium odoratum)
	Cranesbill (Geranium spp.)
	Grecian Rose (Geum spp.)
	Baby Breath (Gypsophila spp.)
	Sneezeweed (Helenium spp.)
	Sunflower (Helianthus spp.)
	Hellebore (Helleborus spp.)
	Daylily (Hemerocallis spp.)
	Dame’s Rocket (Hesperis matronalis)
	Hyssop (Hyssopus officinalis)
	Iris (Iris spp.)
	Red-hot Poker (Kniphofia uvaria)
	Deadnettle (Lamium spp.)
	Lavender (Lavandula spp.)
	Gayfeather (Liatris spp.)
	Blue Flax (Linum lewisii)
	Desert Parsley (Lomatium spp.)
	Lupine (Lupinus spp.)
	Maltese Cross (Lychnis chalcedonica)
	Rose Campion (Lychnis coronaria)
	Daffodil, Narcissus (Narcissus spp.)
	Catmint (Nepeta spp.)
	Evening Primrose (Oenothera spp.)
	Oregano (Origanum spp.)
	Peony (Paeonia spp.)
	Oriental Poppy (Papaver orientale)
	Penstemon (Penstemon spp.)
	Russian Sage (Perovskia atriplicifolia)
	Obedient Plant (Physostegia virginiana)
	Creeping potentilla (Potentilla verna ‘Nana’)
	Mexican Hat (Ratibida spp.)
	Rhubarb (Rheum spp.)
	Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia spp.)
	Sage (Salvia nemorosa)
	Lavender Cotton (Santolina chamaecyparissus)
	Soapwort (Saponaria spp.)
	Pincushion (Scabiosa spp.)
	Catchfly (Silene spp.)
	Goldenrod (Solidago spp.)
	Lamb’s Ear (Stachys byzantina)
	Orange Globe Mallow (Sphaeralcea munroana)
	Tansy & Feverfew (Tanacetum spp.)
	Germander (Teucrium spp.)
	Thyme (Thymus spp.)
	Periwinkle (Vinca minor)
	Mule’s Ears (Wyethia spp.)
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							Where is the best spot for my vegetable garden?
							
					

		I am wondering where in my backyard would be the best place for a vegetable garden. The yard is surrounded by a 6 foot cedar fence. I am about to install a 12x8 shed in my yard and it will go in the opposite corner of the garden. Any advice would be much appreciated.
				
							Anne Schmidt |
										Mar 2020 |
						Featured question
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Streamside Gardening
							
					

		Your streamside is part of a larger system of plants and animals that live near and within the stream itself.
				
										Jul 2018 |
						Collection
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo Credit: mehmetkrc - Adobe Stock (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Will ladybugs ruin my garden?
							
					

		Can ladybugs kill plants in my vegetable garden?
				
							Steve Renquist |
										Jul 2014 |
						Featured question
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo: A. Detweiler (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							High Desert Garden Tour 
							
					

		Come and explore several gardens at this self-guided event. The High Desert Garden Tour is July 20, 2024 in Powell Butte area featuring several sites. Click here for more information.
				
										Mar 2024 |
						Educational document
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo: Andrii Zastrozhnov, Adobe Stock (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Seed to Supper
							
					

		Seed to Supper is a beginning garden course focused on reducing food insecurity in Oregon. Learn more about the program, and how to become an official Seed to Supper provider.
				
							Gail Langellotto, LeAnn Locher |
									Project
							
																Peer reviewed (Gray level)
									
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Invasive Species: What Gardeners Need to Know
							
					

		Invasive nonnative plants are a serious subject for gardeners, farmers, the general public, and land managers. Understanding invasive species and how to control them is becoming increasingly important for gardeners.
				
							Robert Emanuel, Linda R. McMahan, Lynette Black |
										Aug 2011 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
														
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Growing Your Own
							
					

		 About   this   publication   Growing   Your   Own is   now   available   as   a   bilingual   publication   in   Spanish   and English!    Growing   Your   Own   is   now   available   as   a   bilingual   publication   in   Spanish   and   English!   It   provides   basic  ...
				
							Gail Langellotto |
										Aug 2022 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
														
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo: Brooke Edmunds (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Ecolawn: Less work and water
							
					

		An ecolawn is a low input alternative to a conventional perennial grass lawn. Ecolawns provide a turf-type ground cover and tolerate typical uses of grass lawns.
				
							Steve Castagnoli |
										Feb 2013 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo from video (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Portland rain garden example
							
					

		Take a guided tour through a rain garden to see the variety of ornamental and edible plants that do well in the flooded and dry areas. Learn how this type of landscape reduces rainwater runoff at your home.
				
							Robert Emanual |
										Mar 2020 |
						Video
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo by Lynn Ketchum (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Fertilizing fruit trees
							
					

		Fruit trees like apples, pears and prunes generally need fertilizer. Learn how to match your orchard's needs with the macronutrients the soil can provide.
				
							Steve Renquist |
										May 2018 |
						Article
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Credit Mary Stewart (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							High Desert Garden Tour educates gardeners on growing conditions
							
					

		Annual Extension event helps gardeners successfully navigate the unique soils and extreme climate of central Oregon.
				
							Amy Jo Detweiler |
										Sep 2019 |
						Impact story
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Credit Lynn ketchum (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Garden Ecology Lab shares research-based information for home and community gardens
							
					

		Launched in 2017, it’s the first lab in the United States wholly focused on socio-ecological research in home and community gardens.
				
							Gail Langellotto |
										Oct 2020 |
						Impact story
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

            
  
    




  
  



      



					
					

	
		
							
							Rodney’s Stacking Worm Bins!
							
					

		How to build stacking worm bins.
				
							Rodney Bloom |
										Jun 2018 |
						Publication
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

            
  
    




  
  



      



					
					

	
		
							
							Organic No-Till Gardening Comic Book
							
					

		Polk County Master Gardeners (PCMG) who volunteer at the Brunk House to build and tend raised no-till organic vegetable gardens, known as Lasagna or Sheet gardens, developed this comic book to help guide trainees and refresh the memories of the experienced master gardeners.
				
							Sherri Moran (Artist), Carol Manka (Text) |
										Jun 2010 |
						Educational document
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Is pet waste dangerous for home gardens?
							
					

		 I'm   very   concerned   about   the   health   hazards   of   eating   food   grown   in   the   beds   where   our   dog   has   pooped.   At   this   point,   I   could   build   a   fence   around   the   whole   garden   to   stop   any   further   damage,   but   I'm   wondering   about   the...
				
							Ross Penhallegon |
										Feb 2019 |
						Featured question
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Photo: Ask Extension (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							Green lacewing identification?
							
					

		I found this on a plant in my backyard. What is it? It was really small; I almost needed a zoom lens to even see it.
				
							Jean R. Natter |
										Nov 2016 |
						Featured question
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
					

	
		
							
							Biology and Management of Knotweeds in Oregon: A Guide for Gardeners and Small-Acreage Landowners
							
					

		 Woody   knotweeds   are   listed   as   noxious   weeds   throughout   most   of   the   United   States.   This   publication   briefly   describes   the   characteristics   and   biology   of   four   species   of   woody   knotweeds   and   summarizes   management   and  ...
				
							Robert Emanuel, Andy Hulting, Rebecca Koepke-Hill |
										Jun 2011 |
						Extension Catalog publication
							
											Peer reviewed (Orange level)
														
					

	



  



							

					
									  
  
      
	
					
					
  

              





      



					
							
				Credit Chris LaBelle (Cropped from original)
			

			

	
		
							
							OSU Extension Master Gardener Program increases diversity, equity and inclusivity
							
					

		Since issues of diversity are perceived differently in different areas of the state, the approach must be multi-pronged to meet the needs of all Oregonians.
				
							LeAnn Locher |
										Feb 2023 |
						Impact story
					

	



  



							

			


    

  
          
      




  



	
		

            
	

            






      
	



      
					

	
		
					

            
Have a question? Ask Extension!

      
				
		

            Ask Extension is a way for you to get answers from the Oregon State University Extension Service. We have experts in family and health, community development, food and agriculture, coastal issues, forestry, programs for young people, and gardening.
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OSU recognizes the impact that its land grant history has had on Indigenous communities in Oregon. See our land acknowledgement.
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