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New Endowment Supports Student Workers at NWREC
According to Mike Bondi, NWREC’s
Director,“This is a very special gift that
will keep on giving year after year. We
really appreciate Arden’s vision to support
our student workers that are so important
to our mission at the Center and the critical work done here each summer. What
makes this gift even more significant is
that Arden recalls the role students have
played here at the Center going back
more than 50 years ago. This endowment
will help us keep going strong!”

Arden Sheets was a well-known and
respected researcher and OSU Extension
Agent working in the north valley area
from the 1960s through 1990s. Arden
worked with horticultural crops—in particular, berries. In fact, he was affectionately
known as the Berry Agent and based out
of the Washington County Extension office
for the latter 17 years of his career.
Arden’s connection to the North
Willamette Research and Extension
Center goes back to the 1960s when he
worked as a researcher with the faculty
and staff—and conducted field studies
for his Master’s degree—on fruit bud formation and yield in Marion Berries. Arden
and his wife, Connie, lived in our farm
house that stands next to the main parking lot for 17 years. There, they raised

their two sons, Brady and Rusty, and the
boys spent summers picking berries with
the field crews at NWREC. According to
Arden,“Connie was an integral part of the
harvest team as she was responsible for
recording yield data from thousands of
research plots for more than 10 years.”

If you’d like to know more about the
Sheets Family NWREC Berry Program
Student Support Fund, contact Bondi, at

With those fond memories—and, recalling
the “wonderful summer students we had
at the Experiment Station to help with our
work,” it is with great pleasure that we
announce the Willis Arden and Connie J.
Sheets and Family NWREC Berry
Program Student Support Fund. The
fund is the first at NWREC to specifically
provide experiential learning opportunities
and/or scholarships for both undergraduate and graduate students affiliated with
NWREC berry programs. Arden has made
the initial gift of $50,000 to create the
fund. Anyone interested in adding to the
fund to grow the endowment is welcome,
too. The first interest payout will be in
2022.
SOURCE: HILLSBORO ARGUS NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: WOODBURN INDEPENDENT, 1975

extension.oregonstate.edu/NWREC

Meet Tom Everitt—super volunteer!

Thank you, Tom, for all you do!

Tom Everitt, a Charbonneau resident for
the past three years with his wife,
Kathleen, began volunteering in early
April at the North Willamette Research
and Extension Center. Tom is a former
school teacher and administrator and is
currently helping with landscape maintenance at NWREC—plus a growing list of
other odds and ends. In past years, the
Research Center had employed landscape
maintenance contractors. But, this is an
expense that the Research Center doesn’t
have in their budget these days.

a farm for me. I was raised on a farm in the
Midwest, so enjoy all of the activities here
and the people and equipment coming
and going. It’s a busy place!”
Tom’s first project has been working in
the drought-resistant and low maintenance demonstration garden around the
Main Office building patio and next to the
Downstairs Meeting Room. Tom has been
weeding, trimming, and spreading a
mulch ground cover. A next step will be
preparing plant name tags so the area
can be enjoyed by visitors as a demonstration garden.

“Tom has been coming over to the Center
3 or 4 days each week and works in the
mornings,” said Bondi. “He’s a super volunteer, enjoys talking with our faculty,
staff and students, is interested in the
work we do—and is very handy. Our
landscaping has really needed attention
and Tom is doing an amazing job making
us look good. We couldn’t be more grateful for his wonderful service!”

According to Mike Bondi, NWREC’s
Director,“We love having volunteers and
have been blessed over the years with
wonderful volunteers who make great
contributions to our research and
Extension programs. But, during the pandemic we’ve been closed to the public
and have had only limited access for the
faculty and staff. When Tom came to us
last fall to inquire about volunteering, we
just couldn’t make it happen. There were
plenty of projects that could have been a
good fit, but University policies didn’t
allow for volunteers on-site at that time.”
However, with the COVID numbers stabilizing in the spring and with more and
more people getting vaccinated, some
loosening of the restrictions was allowed.
Tom said,“I’ve been retired about 25 years
now, enjoy helping out in the communities
where we have lived, and really like being
outside. Besides, it’s just fun being around

Patio landscape in full bloom in late May—all looking great!
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Coming Out of COVID
It’s been a long haul since the beginning
days of the COVID-19 pandemic and the
lockdowns that followed. None of us have
seen anything like this. These past 16
months have challenged all of us and,
although it’s not necessarily over yet, we
are starting to get back to something that
looks more like normal.
As you are aware, the Governor lifted the
COVID safety restrictions—statewide—just
before the July 4th holiday weekend. As a
result, OSU Extension offices and other offcampus locations throughout Oregon are
beginning to re-open to the public this
month.
Here’s an update on the current state of
affairs at NWREC, plans for the usual summer events, and what’s ahead for the
Center. Please realize that this landscape
of rules and regulations around COVID is
ever-changing. We appreciate that there
are still concerns about possible spikes in
infection rates and hospitalizations that
may result due to re-opening, COVID variants becoming more common, and still a
significant portion of the population not
vaccinated. We will continue to do our
best to manage through these situations.
If you have any questions, contact
NWREC Director, Mike Bondi at
michael.bondi@oregonstate.edu.
• NWREC remains closed to the public at
this time. We are doing a “soft” re-opening right now. This may change in the
coming weeks, but is driven by the
need to replace the HVAC system in our

Main office building. As a result, will
have more limited use of the offices,
meeting rooms, and any other indoor
spaces at this time. Our HVAC system is
antiquated, has very limited outside air
intake, and needs to be upgraded to
meet OSHA COVID guidelines.
• All faculty and staff continue to work, as
they have, for the past 16 months. They
have access to laboratories and their
offices, but are asked to work remotely
as much as possible due to the HVAC
situation. Faculty and staff continue to
work with grower cooperators at area
farms. Faculty and staff can be reached
by phone, email and text. See NWREC’s
website for contact information. Private
in-person consultations at area farms or
at NWREC are possible by appointment.
• In-person outdoor educational events
and activities are now possible, again, at
NWREC and off-site field locations.
Local COVID restrictions must always be
observed. Indoor meetings, classes, or
gatherings at NWREC will not be scheduled until the HVAC renovation is completed, hopefully by September.
• This year’s Strawberry Field Day was
cancelled in June. The Caneberry Field
Day and Blueberry Field Day—both in
July—were hosted at NWREC and drew
smaller crowds; The NWREC Community
Open House (July) was cancelled. The
annual Harvest Dinner in September is
tentative at this time. Generally, our
plan is to “ease back into” outreach and
education to make sure that we can
offer events safely before we throw the
doors totally open.

Oregon’s First Olive School
NWREC’s first in-person education
program coming out of COVID was
in late April when public health
restrictions were easing. Dr. Louise
Ferguson, Extension Specialist at
University of California–Davis,
participated to share techniques for
pruning olive trees.The event
included 40 attendees, all divided
into four rotating learning stations
with only 10 each to ensure
adequate physical distancing. Face
coverings were required. All activities
were outside.The 40 registration
spots filled within 10 hours of
advertising the program opportunity.

These next few to several months will continue to be interesting for all of us. We do
appreciate your patience while we begin
re-opening and returning to more normal
activities.

NWREC Director
Search Update
Our last issue of the Down on the Farm
newsletter in February shared the
search progress toward the hiring of a
new Director for the North Willamette
Research and Extension Center. The
candidate who was interviewed
remotely (by Zoom) was not offered
the NWREC position. Instead, the
search was terminated and the College
is preparing to launch a second
national search later this summer.
“We are clearly disappointed that we
need to start over. But, we do want to
be careful and get the very best person possible for the leadership of
NWREC. This is one of our largest
research centers, has a large faculty
with diverse programs and needs, and
has a huge interface with the Portland
metropolitan and public communities
we serve,” said the College of
Agricultural Sciences Executive Dean,
Staci Simonich.
“Our earlier search began last
December and January and that was a
difficult time to advertise with a lot of
uncertainty across the country and
unknowns about the COVID vaccine
situation. We expect to be in a better
place with a later summer recruiting
and attracting a larger group of
experienced candidates at this time.”
The Search Committee is reviewing
the position description for possible
changes before re-advertising. Also,
the recruitment strategy is being
reviewed before going back out. The
goal is to begin advertising on August
1, close on September 15, interview
top candidates in late September and
October with a hiring recommendation by early November.
Current NWREC Director, Mike Bondi
has agreed to stay on as Director until
the new Director is hired.
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Summer Students Have Arrived!

NURSERY PATHOLOGY/
BILINGUAL EDUCATION

A long tradition at NWREC is our summer
student contingent that come in to support our faculty’s research and outreach
programs—while gaining valuable work
experience in their field of studies. It has
been more difficult over the past year due
to COVID, but NWREC’s faculty have continued to provide opportunities for the
next generation—and still finding ways to
keep everyone safe and productive.

Katie Gregor (Industry-sponsored
intern), Oregon State University
Camryn Lau (volunteer), Wilsonville High
School,

This year’s group of summer students
have now arrived with everyone in place
by early July. Like previous years, the student contingent includes a mix of OSU
students, other university, college, and
community college students, and local
high school students.
Listed below is our 2021 team. This will
be a busy summer—with a talented
group of young people!
BERRY RESEARCH

BERRY INITIATIVE
Madison Collins, Oregon State University
Gracie Burks, Oregon State University
Mikaela Lee, Oregon State University
BERRY EXTENSION
Manon Vezinet, Oregon State University
NURSERY PRODUCTION
Shaene Smith-Jackson, Oregon State
University
Hannah Velazquez, Portland State
University
Raven Hartley (Masters student—
Nackley), Oregon State University
Sadie Keller (Masters student—Nackley),
Oregon State University
Tommy Toretta (Industry-sponsored
intern), Oregon State University,

Zinny Ekey, George Fox University
Kaylee Shearer, George Fox University
Ally Ruddy, Portland Community College
Emilio Estrada, North Marion High School
Sophie Rutz, Linfield College

The Healthy Plants and Bilingual
Education program at NWREC completed
the first session of their brand-new online
course, Disease Prevention and Diagnosis
for Nursery Crops! The course ran for six
weeks during April and May 2021 and
was offered in both English and Spanish.
Between the two classes, 11 students
completed the course. We had partici-

Jaden Stewart, Canby High School
Elion Guerrero, North Marion High School
Jake Pauly, Washington State University
Clay Smith, St. Paul High School
Corey Shearer, Canby High School
ORCHARD CROPS
Erica Rudolph (Masters student—Wiman),
Oregon State University
Tatum Keyes, Portland Community
College
Matthew Pedersen, Oregon State University
Craig Williams, Canby High School
Kara Guttridge, University of Oregon
VEGETABLE CROPS
Chloe Dugger (Masters student—
Buckland), Oregon State University

Nursery Online Class up and Running

By Maria Marlin, Faculty Research
Assistant—Nursery Pathology and Bilingual
Education

FARM

pants from a wide range of backgrounds,
including nursery and landscape professionals, government workers, and private
homeowners.
The class is composed of five learning
modules that cover basic concepts in
plant pathology, including signs and
symptoms of disease, the disease triangle,
plant disease diagnosis, and best management practices. Quizzes and graded
assignments are also included at the conclusion of the respective modules. We
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advertised and conducted this class as a
“hybrid” course with an “instructor-led”
component. Students had a week to
complete each module and were presented the opportunity to interact with us
during weekly virtual office hours. At the
end of the 5 weeks, students reviewed the
material and took a final exam. Upon
passing the class, each participant
received a plant health certificate that
indicates they have successfully completed the course requirements.
We are thrilled to announce that beginning in July 2021, this course will be available year-round as a self-paced class. In
addition, we will also be offering the
hybrid version of the class (as described
above) twice a year! The next hybridlearning session begins October 18th,
2021. Enthusiastic learners who are ready
to delve into the intriguing world of plant
disease can view more information and
register by visiting:
https://workspace.oregonstate.edu/cours
e/plant-disease-prevention-and-diagnosis-for-nursery-crops

Berry Initiative Project Re-aligns
NWREC’s Berry Initiative—supported with
earmark Oregon Legislature funding in
FY2017-19 and, again, in FY2019-21—has
gone through transition with the departure of Javier Fernandez-Salvador for his
new position with the University of
California’s Olive Center at the end of May.
Erica Chernoh, Javier’s
first research assistant
in the Berry Initiative in
2018, has taken over
the project’s leadership. Erica is now an
OSU Extension
Horticulturalist and is
Erica Chernoh
responsible for working with commercial horticulture growers
in the south valley, as well as providing
leadership to the Lane County Master
Gardener program.
“We are very pleased to have Erica back at
NWREC to lead the Berry Initiative,” said
NWREC Director, Mike Bondi. “Erica has
great experience growing strawberries, is
familiar with the projects here at NWREC,
and will be able to get the most information out of these studies as they come to
conclusion over the next couple years.”
Prior to coming to Oregon, Erica worked
for the University of California Cooperative
Extension as a Crop & Food Safety Advisor
(equivalent to OSU’s Extension Agents)—

focusing on strawberry production.
Erica will be overseeing
the Berry Initiative
research projects, publishing, and outreach
education to growers.
In addition, Cora BoboShisler will continue on
in the program as the
Cora Bobo-Shisler
bioscience research
technician and will manage the day-to-day
projects at NWREC. Cora started as a student worker in the program in 2019 and
has been a research technician for the
Berry Initiative since last August. Cora’s
tasks will include supervising three summer students working in the program.
Several projects will be completed over the
next two years including the original low
tunnel season extension trial, and a greenhouse substrate table top production
experiment.The purpose of the Berry
Initiative’s strawberry work has been to
develop methods for growers interested in
year-around fresh strawberry production
in Oregon.
Also supporting the strawberry research
will be an in-coming graduate student at
OSU who will be working with these projects as the basis for her Master’s degree
thesis project. Joussy Hidrobo worked on
the low tunnel strawberry project as a vol-

Albion and St. Anne’s berry harvest from plant
spacing trial.

unteer international student in 2018 and
returns this fall from Ecuador to pursue her
degree. Ramesh Sagili, Extension Bee
Specialist at OSU, will be Joussy’s main
advisor and will add a pollination component to the low tunnel trial.
“There is definitely a lot going on with the
Strawberry Initiative,” said Erica. “And, this
is really important work as we try to develop a local and fresh year-around strawberry market in Oregon. We will never compete with the scale of production of strawberries in California, but we strive to produce a great tasting and fresh Oregon
berry that is available in local markets
more than just a few weeks in the summer.
I look forward to leading this project.”
And, other great news for the Berry
Initiative program at NWREC came at the
close of the Oregon Legislature’s session in
June when two final years of funding were
authorized to complete the on-going projects, publish information, and conduct
grower education programs. According
Bondi,“We really appreciate the continued
support of the Legislature as we bring this
Initiative to conclusion. Representatives
Rick Lewis, Silverton, and Christine Drazan,
Canby, have been the driving forces to
help secure this funding. Over the next
two years, we will have production guidelines for season extension growing of fresh
market strawberries in Oregon with protocols for being able to produce product up
to 9 months in the year. This will be an
exciting development for the growers!”

Student worker, Madison Collins, harvesting berries.
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Tri-County Farm Fresh—connecting the
community with local food and farmers
increasing the social media reach and presence of member farms.

It’s interesting to look back and appreciate
the vision that created some of the institutions and organizations that we enjoy
today, that support farming and our way of
life in the valley, and have been a catalyst
for the interest we see in the region for
fresh and local food.
Enter Tri-County Farm Fresh. This is a network of more than 50 local small farmers
throughout the Portland Tri-County area of
Washington, Clackamas and Multnomah
Counties. This organization was formed
over 40 years ago. The OSU Extension
Service had a lead role in organizing the
group and helping them build their structure to establish their own non-profit.
The goal of Tri-County Farm Fresh is to
connect the public with the best quality
locally grown food in the region. All of the
farmers are in the three metro counties,
but their customers can come from anywhere since they target anyone interested
in fresh and local food sourced from small
family farms.

Tri-County Farm Fresh is a great marketing
opportunity for those wanting to find new
customers for direct sales. Lloyd Bell is on
the Farm Fresh Board of Directors. He and
his wife, Annette, manage Bell’s Orchard in
Beaverton and have
been direct marketing
apples, peaches, and
pears in the community
for the past 13 years.
“My wife and I find the
Tri-County Farm Fresh
network a great way to
connect with the customers. The Tri-County
website provides an
easy-to-search list of
farms and products
available, all of our contact information and
directions to member

You may have seen their signature TriCounty newspaper tabloid-style produce
guide that lists each of the farms in the
network and their available crops. A general “Season of Availability” Chart shows
the customer when they can expect to find
their favorite local produce. Farms in the
guide offer direct sales, U-pick purchases,
and other services like CSAs, and Agritourism opportunities.
In recent years the Tri-County produce
guide has gone electronic, too, with a very
nice web presence that makes searching
for your produce items and farms even
easier. Check out the site at
https://www.tricountyfarm.org. Also, TriCounty has produced a short introductory
video that provides information about the
organization. The video is at the bottom of
their web homepage.
Additionally, Tri-County Farms has established a social media presence with both
Facebook and Instagram. Posts from member farms are routinely “liked” and reposted

PHOTO ABOVE COURTESY:
TRI-COUNTY FARM FRESH PRODUCE GUIDE
PHOTO ON RIGHT COURTESY:
BELL’S ORCHARD

farms. The social media postings also
expand the reach of our farm postings to a
much larger, local audience. We have been
impressed with how many of our customers have found us through Tri-county
farms. The member Farmers are always
willing to help each other, share informa• PA G E 6 •

tion and have great ideas.”
Tri-County Farm Fresh is always interested in
new members, new customers, and expanding their presence in the Portland metro
marketplace. For more information about
the Tri-County Farm Fresh, check out their
website. (https://www.tricountyfarm.org)

PHOTO COURTESY: HOFFMAN FARM STORES

NWREC Packing Shed Project
Heidi Noordijk, OSU Extension—Metro Small
Farms Outreach Program Coordinator
Small-scale farmers have many questions
about how best to harvest, handle and
store produce to ensure quality and limit
the cost of post-harvest and handling. In
2015 Nick Andrews, Organic Extension
Specialist, and Heidi Noordijk, Small Farms
Outreach Program Coordinator, toured
farms and met with vegetable growers,
community partners, and regulators to
design a small-scale packing shed to be
constructed at NWREC. Over the past 5
years the packing shed project has been
providing vegetable farmers education and
resources on food safety and maintaining
produce quality from harvest to market.

from North Carolina State
University. The cooler is plugged
in at a shaded location on the
farm where electricity is accessible. Mobile coolers can be
brought to the field for harvest,
used for storing washed and
packed produce, and used for
transporting produce to markets.
Since 2015 we have offered workshops on post-harvest handling
and storage, packing shed design
and layout, food safety, and farm
tours both in-person and virtually.
Heidi is continuing this project
with funding from a USDA
Beginning Farmer and Rancher

Overhead shot of Valley Flora wash line shared
during a virtual packing shed tour.
PHOTO COURTESY: ZOË BRADBURY DESURRA

investment to pay off. However, in order
to expand their production, they eventually must make changes in their pack
shed set-up to increase efficiency, accommodate additional employees, and
increase product quality and marketability.

A packing shed was built in 2016 with funds from a Clackamas Extension Service District Innovation
Grant, the Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District, and the Oregon Department of Agriculture.
The first year we worked with a contractor to build a 20’x14’x15 open side packing shed with a roof and
sloped floor with drain. Storage rooms and washing and packing furniture were built in 2017 with
PHOTO COURTESY: HEIDI NOORDIJK
funds from another Clackamas Innovation Grant.

In 2017 we worked with Josh Volk, a
farmer, author, and consultant to design
storage rooms and construct prototypes
of packing shed equipment, with a focus
on ergonomics and portability.
Construction details and cost for the furniture can be found on Josh’s website:
http://www.joshvolk.com/?p=425. A small
insulated dry storage room for tomatoes
and winter squash was added, with an
overhead storage space. Bringing electricity to the site was cost prohibitive. So, our
original plan to build a cold storage room
in the packing shed was not possible.
Instead, we converted a trailer into an
insulated mobile cooler using a design

Grant to learn about farmer stages of
development for investing in post-harvest
systems. Interview data highlight that
small-scale farmers often don’t begin
thinking seriously about their pack shed
setup until their farm production systems
are well established. First, they focus on
growing crops. Once they feel comfortable that they can produce crops, they
consider how to harvest and process
them for market. Next, farmers start with
the infrastructure they have and add to it
slowly over time, often delaying changes
in their set-up due to limitations in time,
money, or certainty about what to
change. Another barrier they face is when
and how to scale-up in order for their
• PA G E 7 •

Heidi is following three farmers that are
planning to make changes to their pack
sheds to learn more about their processes
and challenges. The farmers were interviewed in late 2020, they shared videos
and photos with their current set-up and
shared what they’d like to change. We will
follow up with them in July to learn what
they were able to do, what barriers they
faced, and how the changes they made
impacted their operations.
Based on evaluations from past programming, time and money are the largest barriers to changing post-harvest practices.
Other barriers include knowing when to
scale-up, uncertainty in planning for the
future, and settling on a final design.
We will continue developing resources,
providing post-harvest workshops, organizing farm tours and working with partner
organizations to help with funding for
infrastructure and equipment to reduce
post-harvest food waste and to keep
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Membership—Friends of North Willamette Research and Extension Center
Name:
Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone(s):

Email(s):

I prefer to remain anonymous. Please do not publish my name in future publications.

Membership Category (circle one):
$25 Member

$100 Second Crop

$500 Director’s Club
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North Willamette Research and Extension Center, 15210 NE Miley Road, Aurora, OR 97002

More information about the Friends of NWREC program can be found on our website at
https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/nwrec/friends-nwrec or by contacting
Mike Bondi, NWREC Director, at
michael.bondi@oregonstate.edu.

Oregon State University–North Willamette Research & Extension Center
15210 NE Miley Road, Aurora, OR 97002 • Phone: 503-678-1264
Website: extension.oregonstate.edu/NWREC • Public hours: by appt. only at this time

