
The North Willamette Research and
Extension Center will be the new home
for two very special, vintage, Allis
Chalmers tractors—a recent gift from
Casale AG. The Casale family has been
involved in farming and agribusiness in
the region for four generations, and with
NWREC for almost as long. The tractors,
both fully-restored to new condition, date
back to the early 1950’s and represent the
first new tractors purchased by Joe Casale
Jr. and his father, Joe Casale Sr. for their
vegetable farming operation. Joe Jr. and
his oldest son Joe III, farmed with these
tractors until retiring five years ago. The
Casale AG home place is located just two
miles west of NWREC and is now a com-
mercial blueberry farming operation
owned by another of Joe Jr’s sons, Carl,
and his wife, Kim.

Carl and Kim purchased the tractors and
had them professionally restored before
returning them to the farm. Carl shared
that,“Both tractors run like new. They
were workhorses for my family’s veg-
etable farm. I grew up with these tractors.
One tractor is a Model G and the other a
WD45. And, both are now ready to con-
tinue working for NWREC!”

Joseph Casale Sr., was one of the farmers
who helped form the North Willamette
Horticultural Society in the mid-1950s.
That organization has been one of the pri-
mary farmer groups that support local
growers and provide for their educational
needs and on-going learning. Every year,
and since the inception of this grower
organization, the Extension Service has
worked with the Hort Society to teach

classes that provide farmers with the lat-
est information they need in their opera-
tions. The Casale family has always
worked closely with Extension’s faculty
and the research being done at NWREC.

Marc Anderson, NWREC’s Farm Manager,
said,“We currently have three other Gs on
the farm and use these tractors for culti-
vating row crops where we need to have
the best sight on the rows below. That’s
why this unique tractor design was origi-
nally developed—and, is still used today.
The WD45 is really going to be a show-
piece for us. It will be a great conversa-

tion piece for our farmers and the public
coming out to the farm for our Open
House or grower field days. We will be
able to use the 45 to pull the hay wagon
farm tours and other special events. The
Casale family tractors will have a good
home at NWREC and be a great connec-
tion to the family and their legacy in the
French Prairie area.”

“We think this is a great fit for these trac-
tors, the family gift, and our connection to
OSU and the Research Center,” said Carl.
“Knowing that the tractors will continue
being used at the farm is special, too.”
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Joe, Jr. with his WD45: ready for work.

 



This year’s Harvest Dinner went virtual,
too, like a lot of events in 2020. And,
although a very different kind of activity,
and nothing like being out on the lawn
with hundreds of supporters, this year’s
Harvest Dinner was deemed a success.
Nearly 110 homes, businesses or comput-
ers linked to the event—live. It was esti-
mated that the total attendance was
about 150 or so—about half of a typical
outdoors event.

The Harvest Dinner is now
available on video and has
been divided into “chapters”
so you can access just what
you want to see and hear.
Segments include: welcome
and introduction; a specially
produced video introduction
about NWREC and the Ag
Experiment Stations in
Oregon; NWREC highlights from 2020;
and Comments from College of

Agricultural Sciences Dean, Alan Sams;
Comments from new OSU President F.
King Alexander; and a presentation by
John Burt, the Executive Director for
Farmers Ending Hunger.

“One advantage of the virtual format is
being able to offer this event to people
outside our geographic area that might
not normally be able to attend—and, we
did”, said NWREC Director Mike Bondi.
“Also, being able to share in a recorded
format, after the event, is a new opportu-
nity for us and allows others to join who
might have missed the event. We espe-
cially appreciated those who participated
this year, plus all the sponsors who came
together to help fund the event.” Besides
the production costs, a Beaver Box of food
items including OSU cheese, beef jerky,
Oregon hazelnuts and hazelnut oil was
sent out to more than 100  participants.

The 2020 Harvest Dinner Sponsors
included:

Oregon Dairy and Nutrition Council
DIAMOND SPONSOR

Northwest Farm Credit Services
DIAMOND SPONSOR

Oregon Hop Growers Association
DIAMOND SPONSOR

Marion Ag Service, Inc.
DIAMOND SPONSOR

OSU’s College of Agricultural Sciences
GOLD SPONSOR

Laurel Foods
GOLD SPONSOR

AgriCare
GOLD SPONSOR

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
BRONZE SPONSOR

Simplot
BRONZE SPONSOR

2020 NWREC Harvest Dinner—videos for
your viewing pleasure

Watch all of the program or just the portions you are interested in

Welcome and Introductions—by Mike Bondi, NWREC Director (7:32)
https://media.oregonstate.edu/media/1_gvgia06c

Introduction to the Oregon Ag Experiment Station and NWREC (7:00)*
https://oregonstate.box.com/s/2jldx0k94bfq1ewelfty54fillk82dy4

NWREC Highlights and Comments from Dean Alan Sams (20:52)
https://media.oregonstate.edu/media/1_k0ee8zx6

Comments from OSU President F. King Alexander (18:49)
https://media.oregonstate.edu/media/1_yc4tz1mz

Farmers Ending Hunger Presentation—John Burt, Executive Director (10:43)
https://media.oregonstate.edu/media/1_z9vi9i9x

Closing Comments, Thank Yous (6:49)
https://media.oregonstate.edu/media/1_zn0ywb0r

* This video was specially produced by the College of Agricultural Sciences for the NWREC
Harvest Dinner and premiered that evening. Check it out. Provides a great overview of the
Ag Experiment Station in Oregon and the work done at NWREC supporting agriculture in
the Willamette Valley.
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Harvest Dinner Goes Virtual, too

https://media.oregonstate.edu/media/1_zn0ywb0r
https://media.oregonstate.edu/media/1_z9vi9i9x
https://media.oregonstate.edu/media/1_yc4tz1mz
https://media.oregonstate.edu/media/1_k0ee8zx6
https://oregonstate.box.com/s/2jldx0k94bfq1ewelfty54fillk82dy4
https://media.oregonstate.edu/media/1_gvgia06c


By Jenifer Cruickshank, Willamette Valley
Dairy Extension Specialist—Marion County
Extension office

The wildfires that ravaged western Oregon
in September displaced thousands of head
of livestock, along with their owners.
County Fairgrounds became evacuation
destinations for cattle, horses, sheep, goats,
llamas, alpacas, poultry, rabbits, and more.
Donations of feed and animal-tending
equipment poured in from generous
donors. Many other livestock found their
way to private quarters on farms, at rodeo
grounds, at horse-training facilities, and
kind strangers’ back 40s. Many had
undamaged barns and pasture to return
to. The less fortunate have stayed on in
temporary quarters until their owners can
sort out accommodations for them.

The OSU Extension Agriculture program
in Corvallis coordinated an effort to assist
landowners in need by providing three
western Oregon hay donation and distri-
bution points. The locations were in
Central Point, Roseburg and Aurora. The
North Willamette Research and Extension
Center was the donation and distribution
location for the northern portion of the
state.

Sam Angima, Extension’s Agriculture
Program Leader and coordinator for the
project, said,“Having NWREC’s involvement
was very important to this operation.
NWREC has a central location, easy for peo-
ple to find, had good access for bringing in
the donated supplies, and had the staff,
experience, space, and equipment needed
to make this effort possible.”

Extension partnered with individuals and
organizations to establish the distribution
points for donated hay, coordinate sup-
plies and transportation. A simple online
survey was widely distributed, where live-
stock hosts and owners could list their
hay needs. Extension personnel helped
connect those in need to their closest
source of hay.

NWREC received very generous donations
of large and small bales hay: alfalfa, grass,
and grain. Supplies came from as far
away as LaGrande and Klamath Falls, plus
here in the Valley. NWREC’s Farm Staff
managed all the incoming product and
helped load out hay for grateful livestock
owners and hosts. According to Marc

Anderson, NWREC’s Farm Manager,“We
heard some pretty amazing stories.
People were very happy to be able to get
feed for their animals and really appreci-
ated everyone who made this happen.”

An “exit survey” was used to help track

inventory and for compliance with OSU’s
COVID management program. Nearly 100
tons of hay was distributed from NWREC
during the month of October to provide
forage for hungry horses, goats, sheep,
cattle, and camelids.

NWREC Serves As Hay Distribution Point

With only limited under-cover storage space available at NWREC, having mostly sunny dry weather in
October allowed for outdoor storage until distribution.

Marc Anderson, NWREC Farm Manager, with big bales donated from NE Oregon.

Hay truck loaded
and leaving
NWREC
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This introduction is overdue. Melissa has
been associated with our faculty for some
time and most closely with Robin Rosetta,
retired Nursery IPM Extension Agent.
Melissa describes Robin as a “long-time
mentor”.

Prior to Robin’s retirement a year ago, she
was hoping to see Melissa join our staff to
bring her entomology expertise to our
programs. Melissa recognizes the nursery
and greenhouse industries in Oregon as
an important agricultural commodity
where good scientific work can be done
to better understand the complexity of
integrated pest management relation-
ships on producing these crops.

Melissa hails from the Pacific Northwest,
born and raised in Spokane. She came to
Oregon State University and received a
Bachelor’s degree in Zoology. A class in
aquatic entomology really turned her on
to the field of bugs—it was also was her
first connection to production agriculture.

While studying arthropod communities
adjacent to agricultural land, she became
interested in understanding how distur-
bances or changes on the landscape can

effect insects and insect communities. A
planned Master’s degree grew into a Ph.D.
program. Besides managing her own
research company in the Corvallis area for
several years, Melissa has been and con-
tinues to teach remote classes for the
Linn-Benton Community College.

Her day job, now, is a Research Associate
on Lloyd Nackley’s Nursery and
Greenhouse Production Research team at
NWREC. During this past year, Melissa’s

work has centered around determining
what insect is damaging the emerging
buds or leader tips on shade tree orna-
mentals here in the Valley. This work
included 12 weeks of observations, sample
collection, and monitoring. She is now
analyzing all of these data.

Melissa said,“We are trying to figure out
what insect is doing the damage, the
emergence patterns and life cycle, and
how they are feeding—so we can come
up with sensible controls.”

Another key project for Melissa is a study
to evaluate several organic pesticides and
bio-control products to limit thrips dam-
age. This eight-week study was impacted
in week #4 when the wildfires hit and
halted work. Regardless, Melissa said that
there may be enough good data showing
effective thrips control was already
obtained by this point to see the treat-
ment results.

“We have a great group on Lloyd’s
research team here at NWREC,” said
Melissa. “I enjoy working with everyone
and being here—even though COVID has
made it really hard to be directly connect-
ed. But, we are making good progress on
important work.”

Meet Melissa Scherr

The search process is now underway for a
new Director at the North Willamette
Research and Extension Center. Current
Director, Mike Bondi, retires on June 30,
2021.

In November a 12-person search
committee was appointed and had their
first meeting to discuss the process and
begin reviewing the position description
that will be advertised nationally begin-
ning in December. In addition to the
search committee, who is responsible for
managing the search process, screening
all applicants, selecting the potential
candidates, and conducting the interview
process, there will be separate stakehold-
er committee who will provide their
industry and community perspectives
and feedback about the candidates. The
stakeholder committee includes another
dozen people and reports to the Dean of
the Agricultural Sciences who makes the
final decision in hiring for this position.

The process hopes to have candidates
ready for screening by the end of January
or early February, with interviews being 

conducted in later February and March.
The goal is to have a new Director select-
ed and ready to assume their position a
month or two prior to Bondi’s departure.

Search for New NWREC Director Underway

Search Committee Members:

• Dave Stone, Director—Food Innovation Center; Search Committee Chair

• Shelley Hughes, NWREC Administrative Assistant; Search Committee Support

• Leah Sundquist, Clackamas Extension—Office Manager; Search Advocate

• Kristie Buckland, Extension Vegetable and Specialty Seed Crops Specialist

• Nik Wiman, Extension Orchard Crops Specialist

• Bernadine Strik, Berry Crops Research Leader

• Nicole Anderson, Field Crops Extension Faculty

• Sarah Doane, Faculty Research Assistant—Berry Crops Extension

• Javier Fernandez Salvador, Marion/Polk Extension Faculty; NWREC Berry Initiative

• Bill Braunworth, Department Head—Horticulture

• Chad Higgins, Associate Professor—Biological and Ecological Engineering Department

• Inga Zasada, USDA ARS Research Pathologist



After a 42-year career with the OSU
Extension Service, Chal Landgren retires
the end of December. For the past dozen
years, Chal has served as the state-wide
Christmas Tree Extension Specialist and
has been responsible for leading OSU’s
research and outreach education pro-
grams for the Christmas tree industry in
the state—Extension’s only faculty mem-
ber with responsibility for this industry.
Nearly 25% of all Christmas trees in homes
across the country are grown in Oregon—
making our state the top producer in the
U.S. for the past 40 years.

“Chal’s work with Christmas tree growers
and industry professionals in Oregon,
throughout the country, and international-
ly is well-known and highly respected,”
said Mike Bondi, NWREC Director. “Chal
has been instrumental in keeping our
Christmas tree industry strong, on the
cutting-edge of new science and
technologies, and the leader in the nation.
Chal’s boots won’t be easy ones to fill.”

But, time marches on. Chal and his wife,
Sue, have two grown children—both
married and recently relocated to the
Seattle area. “Plus, there’s the lure of two
young granddaughters waiting for more
time with us,” says Chal.

OSU has had a hiring freeze in place since

the pandemic shutdown in March.
Emergency hires are possible with
approval, but not common. So, when the
Christmas Tree Specialist position is
re-filled remains unknown at this time.
Budgets in the coming biennium will be
critical.

Luckily for OSU, NWREC and the Christmas
tree industry, Chal has agreed to continue
working in 2021 on a half-time appoint-
ment. “This will be a good transition at this
time, allow us to keep programs intact—
albeit at a reduced level and until a new

person can be in place. And, I have several
key projects to wrap up before being gone
for good.” These projects include develop-
ing and maintaining new seed orchards in
Oregon and summarizing 20+ years of
genetic improvement progeny testing
results with Douglas-fir, noble, Nordmann,
Trojan and Turkish fir.

In addition, to Chal’s part-time work in the
coming year, his Bio-Science Research
Technician, Judy Kowalski, will continue to
work full-time through 2021. “I have grants
for research projects to keep Judy funded
throughout the coming year. We’ve been a
team for the past 12 years, so having her
continued support in the transition will be
key to maintaining programs.”

“What to do with myself,” asks Chal. “My
list looks a bit like a cross between a New
Year’s Resolution and a “To Do” list, so still
working on it. But some hopes: play more
with granddaughters; spend time with my
wife Sue, family, and friends at our
Snoqualmie Pass cabin skiing, hiking and
biking; get in shape; learn tennis (no golf,
yet); and work more at our tree farm. We
plan on staying in Oregon for many years.”

Best of luck, Chal, in retirement and the
coming year—and, of course, all you’ve
done!

Holiday Season Closes Career for Christmas Tree Specialist

Collards Week: collards take center stage
for a week of celebration and learning

OSU Extension Metro Small Farms Program
is partnering with The Heirloom Collard
Project in presenting Collard Week. Join an
impressive collection of speakers for four
days of collards from December 14-17.
Online presentations on food history, seed
stewardship, gardening, farming, cooking
and more will happen throughout the week.

The Heirloom Collard Project is building a
coalition of seed stewards, gardeners, farm-
ers, chefs, and seed companies working to
preserve heirloom collard varieties and
their culinary heritage. In 2020, over 230
gardeners and farmers nationwide are
growing, evaluating, tasting and celebrat-
ing 20 heirloom collard varieties from Seed
Savers Exchange seed bank collection in a
national community science project.

Participants are sharing their field pho-
tos and insights on Instagram and
Facebook and data is being collected
using SeedLinked, an online breeding
app, to crowdsource variety perform-
ance in the field.

Lane Selman of OSU and the Culinary
Breeding Network said,“We hope the
history, cultural stories, growing tips,
and cooking lessons shared during
Collard Week will inspire viewers to eat
more collard greens this winter season
and well into the future.”The harvested
crop from NWREC is being shared with
local chefs for evaluations on flavor and
other culinary traits. The rest of the
harvest is being donated to local food

Leaves from twenty collard varieties were harvested
from the NWREC Learning Farm for the project poster.
Heidi Noordijk and OSU’s Metro Small Farms Program
are trialing and evaluating all 20 varieties at the
NWREC Learning Farm. Noordijk says,“We are excited
to join this project and include collards in our Winter
Vegetable trials. We’ll be evaluating the varieties for
suitability in Willamette Valley growing region, since
many of these varieties were selected from the
southeast US.” PHOTO CREDIT SHAWN LINEHAN
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Joe DeFrancesco retired from Oregon State
University back in October 2016. At that
point he was wrapping up a long and very
successful career leading OSU’s Specialty
Crops Pesticide Registration and Research
Program (affiliated with the USDA’s IR-4
Project). Joe provided leadership for what
has been known as one of the premier IR-4
programs in United States.

When it came time to retire, Joe had
planned to continue working half time
while his successor was hired so he could
provide mentorship for the new employee.
That “extra year” of transition turned into
four, but now, Joe is stepping down one
last time.

“It has been a great run,” said Joe. “You can
plan all you want, but sometimes we need
to be flexible, too. OSU hired my replace-
ment in 2016, but it didn’t work out. We
had to re-do the process. There were staff
changes and work still needed to be done;
I continued working part-time all these
years to help maintain productivity and
continuity in this important program.”

In September 2019, we welcomed Dani
Lightle as the new Pesticide Registration

Research Leader. During this past year,
Joe has worked closely with Dani to help
orient her, connect her with stakeholders
around the state, share program and tech-
nical information, and provide guidance as
needed. “Dani is doing great,” said Joe.
“She hit the ground running, is very sharp,
has excellent experience working in com-
mercial agriculture, is familiar with inte-
grated pest management and pesticide
science, and works really well with our
farming community and stakeholders. I
couldn’t be more pleased that she is
onboard and feel it is now time to step
away. All my own projects have been com-
pleted and the Registration and Research
program is once again in good hands.”

Joe’s career working with the IR-4 program
in Oregon spanned more than three
decades. During this time, he led a pro-
gram that included four employees and
was responsible for securing external
grants and contracts totaling $250,000-
380,000 per year that provided the entire
support for the program.

As Joe retires one last time, we thank him
for his many contributions, the positive,

upbeat and can-do attitude that he
brought to work every day, and his intense
dedication to his programs and to those in
the farming community with whom he
worked so closely. Joe plans to enjoy all
the free time that retirement affords and, in
his spare time, will continue to work as an
agricultural consultant for the USDA-
Foreign Agricultural Service and the Minor
Use Foundation on pest management
projects in Africa and Latin America.

Joe, thank you for a Job Well Done!
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Stepping Down—one last time

pantries. Reach out to Heidi Noordijk
(heidi.noordijk@oregonstate.edu) if you’re
interested in receiving collards for tasting
evaluations.

Join the conversation as part of the
Heirloom Collard Project by registering
for free here:
www.heirloomcollards.org/collard-week-
2020/

Collard Week Schedule

• Monday December 14: Michael Twitty
presents,“The History and Significance of
Collards in the South”

• Tuesday December 15: Ira Wallace,
Norah Hummel, Nico Engelbert and Jon
Jackson present,“Updates and Results
from the Heirloom Collard Variety Trial
and a Farm Tour of Comfort Farms in
Milledgeville, GA”

• Wednesday December 16: Amirah
Mitchell presents,“Seed Keeping and
Cultural Identity”

• Thursday December 17: Chef Ashleigh
Shanti presents,“A 4-way Collard Salad
Cooking Demo”

• Thursday December 17 (4:00 pm):
“Nationwide Collard Happy Hour!”

OSU student Reuben Garnett in NWREC’s collard
plot showcasing the varieties being grown. Seeds
will be saved from selected plants that perform
well in the trials and will be saved for future
seasons. PHOTO CREDIT HEIDI NOORDIJK 

Heidi Noordijk sorting collard varieties.

Collard Week
continued from page 6

www.heirloomcollards.org/collard-week-2020/
www.heirloomcollards.org/collard-week-2020/


Oregon State University continues to see
opportunities for providing important
long-term research designed to build a
vibrant hemp economy in Oregon. The
goal is to develop comprehensive market
access for hemp growers and enhance
the profitability for our farms by provid-
ing alternatives for biomass and other
varietals of hemp, including grain, fiber,
and other expected uses. NWREC is one of
10 agricultural experiment stations across
the state partnering with the College of
Agricultural Science’s Global Hemp
Innovation Center (GHIC) in this on-going
research and education effort.

At NWREC, Dr. Lloyd Nackley (Nursery
Production) is the GHIC research liaison.
This year he coordinated with Dr. Kristine
Buckland’s specialty seed program and
Dr. Cyndi Ocamb, OSU Plant Pathologist,to
conduct research that would inform
North Willamette Valley hemp farmers
about preferred planting dates, preferred
fertility practices, and suitable varieties.

This year’s research at NWREC focused on
hemp nutrition and a coordinated multi-
site variety trial. The nutrition study com-
pared two commercial liquid injection fer-
tilizers—and a no fertilizer treatment—on
the growth and production of three
hemp varieties planted at two different
dates (early summer and mid-summer).
Nackley said the study was incredibly use-
ful for learning about the timing and rates
of hemp field fertigation. The field, sur-

rounded by sunflowers, was always a buzz
with bees and pollinators, too.

NWREC was also part of a two-location
variety trial comparing results from iden-
tical studies established at two of OSU’s
agricultural experiment stations. The two
farms, NWREC and the Hermiston
Agricultural Research and Extension
Center (HAREC) were selected to provide
contrasting environments for 10 identical
varieties planted at the same time at both
locations. The HAREC crop heated up
more quickly and the growth progressed
about one week ahead of the NWREC
crops. Plants were evaluated for plant size,
structure, flower density, and flower size.

Another output for 2020 was the devel-

opment of a new publication providing
the basics of hemp pollination. The publi-
cation, authored by NWREC researchers
Nackley and Buckland, is publically avail-
able through the OSU Extension Service
catalog at https://catalog.extension.ore-
gonstate.edu/em9279/html.

Hemp Research at NWREC

Student worker, Luke VanLehman, separating
leaves, stems, and roots for biomass sampling.

Hemp samples drying in NWREC’s Cravo
greenhouse.

Nutrition study field site with fertigation lines and mulch mat, surrounded by sunflowers.
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Clint Taylor and Heidi Noordijk of the OSU
Metro Small Farms Program are growing
8 crops and 79 varieties of overwintering
vegetables and storage crops at the
NWREC Learning Farm. Production data
from these variety trials will be shared
with farmers and harvest samples will be
shared with chefs for culinary evaluations.

Due to COVID-19 all of our winter veg-
etable programming is virtual. The free
programming will take place from
December 2020-March 2021, featuring
TED-style talks, interactive Q&A sessions,
cooking demos, and virtual field tours.

Content will focus on eight winter vegeta-
bles: Celeriac, Radicchio, Brussels Sprouts,
Cabbage, Cauliflower, Collards, Winter
Squash, Garlic and Purple Sprouting
Broccoli. Presentations will explore plant
histories, origins and domestication;
medicinal, nutritional and culinary ele-
ments of species; farm visits; cooking
demonstrations; art and folklore.

Speakers, topics, descriptions, and regis-
tration information can be found here:
https://www.eatwintervegetables.com/cal
endar

Winter Vegetable Outreach Programs All Virtual

November 30 - December 4 Garlic

December 7 –11 Radicchio

December 14 – 18 Collards

January 11 - 16 Brassicas

January 25 - 29 Winter Squash

February 8 - 12 Indigenous Winter Foods

February 22 - 26 Variety Showcase Interactive Sessions

March 1 - 5 Purple Sprouting Broccoli

March 15 - 20 Cauliflower + Cabbage

Virtual Winter Vegetable Schedule

Winter vegetable field. PHOTO CREDIT HEIDI NOORDOJK

JANUARY 6
OSU Crops and Cereal Grower Winter
Meeting #1—Spring Weed Management
(8:30-10:00am); via Zoom. Registration
link—https://beav.es/orS. No fee.
1.5 hours Pesticide Credit available.
Contact—Nicole Anderson.

JANUARY 7
OSU Crops and Cereal Grower Winter
Meeting #2—Insect, Fertility and PGR
Updates (8:30-10:00am); via Zoom.
Registration link—https://beav.es/orq.
No fee. 1.5 hours Pesticide Credit
available. Contact—Nicole Anderson.

FEBRUARY 3
OSU Crops and Cereal Grower Winter
Meeting #3—Clover Seed Research
Updates (8:30-10:00am); via Zoom.
Registration link—https://beav.es/o9G.
No fee. 1.5 hours Pesticide Credit
available. Contact—Nicole Anderson.

More NWREC Events

Heidi inspecting for insects in winter vegetable
trials. PHOTO CREDIT SHAWN LINEHAN

Visit the website at http://oregonstate.edu/dept/NWREC for the latest schedule of events.

http://oregonstate.edu/dept/NWREC
https://beav.es/o9G
https://beav.es/orq
https://beav.es/orS
https://www.eatwintervegetables.com/calendar
https://www.eatwintervegetables.com/calendar
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By Mike Bondi and Javier Fernandez-
Salvador

November isn’t exactly the height of the
strawberry production season in
Oregon—at least, not yet. But, that’s
when a group of berry growers and
industry representatives gathered at
NWREC—COVID-style—to review on-
going research and new concepts being
developed.

For the past two biennia, the Oregon
Legislature has provided special funding
to the North Willamette Research and
Extension to support a Berry Initiative
focusing on production research for
strawberry and caneberry growers. The
funding has been used for Extension
research, outreach and education includ-
ing examining new production methods
for developing a fresh market,“year-
around” strawberry industry for the state,
and to look at improved production tech-
niques for strawberry growers.

The berry initiative has focused mostly in
strawberries because of their fast estab-
lishment and production cycles given the
initial funding limitations, but future proj-
ects, in cooperation with the Oregon
Raspberry and Blackberry Commission,
will focus on Extension outreach and
direct collaborations with caneberry
growers including new and upcoming
production issues such as ‘Columbia Star’
field decline.

Oregon Representative Rick Lewis,
Silverton, secured the initial funding for
the work at NWREC during the 2017-2019
Legislature. Lewis, along with Rep.
Christine Drazan, Canby, and Rep. Shelley
Boshart Davis, Albany, garnered support
for continuing the funding in the 2019-
2021 Legislature. Lewis is a member of
NWREC’s Advisory Council.

Javier Fernandez-Salvador, Small Farms
Extension Agent for Marion and Polk
Counties, has provided leadership for the
research and outreach as a part of his
position for these past years. Most of the
Berry Initiative funding has been used for
initial trial establishment, research sup-
plies, materials, student labor and season-
al help, and for a research assistant work-
ing with Javier in the multiple projects.

“Much of our work thus far has looked at
extending the strawberry season in west-
ern Oregon and improving production
techniques for fresh market berries,
including fertility, irrigation and fruit qual-
ity. The opportunity we see is to develop
a local fresh market for our strawberries
that can produce fruit most of the year—
not just in June and the main summer
season. We know we can’t compete with
California. But, having local Oregon straw-
berries, as early as March and as late as
November, would be a hot commodity in
the marketplace.”

Fernandez-Salvador is working
with day-neutral strawberry vari-
eties that can produce all year
long and adapting some
California production techniques
to methods being pioneered
here in Oregon.

“Our field production systems
can now produce high quality
berries for eight months in the
field here in western Oregon.
We’ve demonstrated how to do
this consistently. We have been
able to collect solid data and
develop a sustainable system

over the past three years. Now, we are
looking at other techniques to produce a
strawberry crop from November through
April in greenhouse and other controlled
environments.”

Fernandez Salvador continues,“There’s
just so much we can still do to improve.
There is a world of opportunities out
there for our berry growers—but, we do
need to be creative and try new ideas for
our particular conditions. Our goal is to
develop low-cost and practical answers
for a changing industry.”

Berry Initiative Update Brings Industry and Legislator Together

Fernandez Salvador (thumb up!) showing latest concepts he and his team are working with for growing
strawberries indoors during the winter season. Tall benches for easier picking, soil-less substrates, and
drip irrigation/fertigation in organic and conventional methods are just a few of the ideas being
evaluated in this benchtop system. Rep. Lewis is on the left; others in the photo include berry growers
joining the tour at NWREC in November. PHOTO CREDIT MIKE BONDI

Outdoor strawberry production systems use conventional
in-ground planting beds combined with small, inexpensive
hoops for season extension.
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Become a Friend of NWREC Today!
At this holiday time and year end, we want to extend an invitation to anyone interested in
becoming a Friend of NWREC. We really appreciate those who have made financial and in-
kind contributions in the past year.

At this time, please know that any and all financial contributions are welcomed and very
helpful. Times are tight for everyone. But, know that this Friends of NWREC program is there
if you would like to participate.

Funds raised in the coming weeks will be directed to several important projects for 2021
including a new computer projection and audio system for the Downstairs Meeting room (in
anticipation of in-person meetings and trainings in the coming year!), landscaping to “pretty
the place up”, and continuing the publishing of the Down on the Farm newsletter. Feel free to
contact Mike Bondi with any questions.

Our next newsletter issue will recognize all of our contributors in the past year. Thank you!

More information about the Friends of NWREC program can be found on our website at
https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/nwrec/friends-nwrec or by contacting

Mike Bondi, NWREC Director, at
michael.bondi@oregonstate.edu.

Name:

Address: City, State, Zip:

Phone(s): Email(s):

I prefer to remain anonymous. Please do not publish my name in future publications.

Membership Category (circle one):

$25 Member $100 Second Crop $500 Director’s Club $2,500 President’s Club

$50 First Crop $250 Bumper Crop $1,000 Dean’s Club $5,000 Sustainable 
Agriculture Club

Make checks payable to: OSU Foundation–NWREC. Mail to:
North Willamette Research and Extension Center, 15210 NE Miley Road, Aurora, OR 97002

Membership—Friends of North Willamette Research and Extension Center

Holiday Greetings!
Wishing you and yours a joyous Christmas

and holiday season. We look forward
to the coming year and working with

each and every one of you.

From your friends and partners in
agriculture—the faculty and staff of
OSU’s North Willamette Research

and Extension Center.

https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/nwrec/friends-nwrec

