
 
LIVESTOCK HERDSMANSHIP CONTEST 
Only 4-H members may participate. If Junior members need help, an older member may assist. 
Hours:  Thurs. - Sat.    9 am - 5 pm       Sunday   9 am - 2 pm 
 

The 4-H Herdsmanship Contest is designed to help 4-H members learn skills in making a presentable exhibit for 
the public as well as learn skills in teamwork, courtesy, cooperation, neatness, and proper care of animals. 
Members will compete representing their county in Beef, Sheep, Swine, Dairy, Dairy Goats, Pygmy Goats, Fiber 
Goat, Meat Goats and llama. 
Three categories will be used: Individual (1 member), small (2-4 members) and large (5+ members) – all are eligible 
for Champion and Reserve Champion species awards. Overall County teams made up of all species will also be 
recognized. Teams must have 5+ exhibitors and 3 minimum species in overall, to be considered for Champion and 
Reserve Champion Overall Awards. Champion and Reserve Champion awards will only be awarded to blue ribbon 
averages/scores. All equipment, including wheel barrows, shovels, fitting stands, etc., MUST be labeled with the 
County name. 
All materials used to decorate must be fire 
retardant. Basis for scoring: 
Members & Promotion.....................................30 points 
Appearance (hard soled shoes, completed stall cards present), friendliness, courtesy, conduct, cooperation and work 
done by members. County must be clearly identified. Decorations are preferred, but are not required; however up 
to 5 points may be deducted if decorations are not present. Preference is for member(s) to be present. However, if 
no members are present, the following point deductions may be attributed specifically to county presence: If any 
problems are discovered, up to -10 points are allowed; if no problems are discovered, -5 maximum. 
Animals...........................................40 points 
Securely tied or penned, clean, comfortable, and safely stalled. Animal’s well-being is being evaluated 
considering the exhibitor’s attention to proper feeding, handling, disease prevention, sanitation and 
concern for the animal’s safety. Exhibit Area......................................30 points 
Area is clean and orderly; stalls clean and well bedded; tack, grooming and cleaning equipment is properly stored, 
labeled with county name; buckets secured or removed if empty; barn aisles swept and clean; feed area, associated 
fitting stands and areas neat, clean and orderly. 

 Herdsmanship will be judged from 9:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. daily, beginning on Wednesday and concluding on   
 Sunday at 12 Noon. 

 Blue, Red, White awards will be announced daily. 

 Ribbons will be provided to Champion and Reserve Champion winners. 
 

 


