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THE GRAPEVINE
Columbia County Master Gardener Program
505 N. Columbia River Hwy, St. Helens OR 97051
T: 503-397-3462
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/master-gardener-volunteer-program

It has been decided to have a newsletter dedicated to just our membership and local
organization. This newsletter will be published once a month and will be edited by
the President of the Columbia County Master Gardener’s Association. Please send
any news items, pictures, etc. to Chuck Petersen @ chpete@centurytel.net by the
25th of every month.

The President’s Corner
Well we are in the Holiday Season and seed catalogues have been arriving
so I guess Spring must be in the future somewhere. Next month our new
officers will be taking their places and I will be stepping aside as your
President.
We have bought new signs for the Demo Garden which are aluminum,
large, easy to read and generally quite attractive. More information about
features in the garden is available because of the larger size and larger
print. We hope that everyone likes them and would like to send out a
special thanks to Alexis Vanderford, Lisa Brooke and Sonia Reagan who
started the project and submitted the paperwork to get us a $500 grant
from OMGA to help with the costs.
We have a plant in the Demo Garden which is supposed to keep deer at
bay. It is called a Brunera but I am not sure of the specific type. At a
lecture at the St. Helens Garden Club it was referred to as "Deer
Kryptonite." LaVina Patterson found that we have the plant in the garden
and noted that she hasn't seen evidence of deer in the garden this year.

Cont. on page 2…
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Upcoming Events at the
OSU Extension Office

December 6
Project Planning Meeting 10:00 am
Board Meeting 10:30 am

December 6
BugNutz 1:00 pm-4:00 pm

December 24
Office Closed for Christmas Eve

December 25
Office Closed for Christmas Day
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…Cont. from page 1
I have ordered some for my orchards and hope they work since much else I have tried hasn't seemed to be all
that effective. We shall see.
We also tried a new substance to deter moles from the Demo Garden and so far we have not seen any new
mole hills in the garden but time will tell if it does anything. It is a non-poisonous approach so we are hopeful.
I hope you all have a nice Holiday Season and wish you the best for the New Year.
Til Next Time Keep It Dirty
~ Chuck Petersen, Columbia County Master Gardener Association President
******************************************************************************************

Demo Garden Update

Surprisingly, everything is still looking quite nice in the garden. The yellow rose, in the memorial garden, is in
full bloom along with the Delphinium in the pollinator bed. All of the roses still look great and are taller than
they have ever been with no deer eating them, thanks to the Brunnera plant.
It looks like the moles and voles have slowed down so I
hope the mole, vole and armadillo repellant is working. If
they stay away maybe the ground will not be so uneven.
The total amount of produce given was 80 lbs.
Chuck has been working on the signs for the garden and
they are looking very nice. These signs are big enough so
you do not have to wear glasses to read them.
Plans for next year is to add more plants to the shade
garden. The plants in the pollinator garden needs dividing
and cleaning up.
I hope the new class will have great ideas for planting in
the raised beds.
~ Your Demo Garden Coordinator, LaVina
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Volunteer Appreciation!

How do you recognize a group of individuals that give so much to their community in just a few words?
Sometimes saying thank you for all you do can never capture everything that volunteers do for their
community. Volunteers are the unsung heroes of our community. They touch all of us in one way or
another. Oftentimes we never know it.
I have been humbled and touched by the enthusiasm shown by the Columbia County Master Gardener
Volunteers in my first year on the job here with OSU Extension. You all have given so much to help improve
the outreach of our community education programs here in Columbia County. You are all volunteers, but
also you are friends and neighbors that
share two common bonds: the love of
gardening and the desire to give back to
your community.
Although your initial requirement was
about 60 hours of repayment time for
the education you received during your
training, many of you continue to
exceed that by volunteering hundreds of
hours of your personal time each and
every season. I have enjoyed observing
and hearing about the public education
projects that you are engaging in.
While I have already received volunteer
hours for 2018 of nearly 3,500 hours
(that is the equivalent of almost 2 fulltime employees, nearly $100K of in-kind
labor value!) I know that many of you
have yet to turn in your log sheets. Please do so! The volunteer hours are useful statewide for OSU to
measure the impact of the Master Gardener program. If I can assist you in any way, please ask. Our report
for volunteer hours and pounds of donated produce is due in just a few weeks.
Thank you never seems like enough. But, we here are the Extension Office do so appreciate your efforts to
make a difference as you quietly go about their way, providing service to the citizens of Columbia County.

~ With Gratitude, Sonia Reagan
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Call for a skilled volunteer!
Is there anyone in the MG volunteer circle who
is able to lend their hand at mapping/drafting
the demo garden through use of AutoCAD or a
similar program?
This would be a great “off-season” activity to
begin! Please let your Demo Garden
Coordinator know! Thank you!

**************************************************************************************

New Signs for the Demonstration Garden!
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Seed to Supper, Still Making Plans
It is time to make plans for Seed to Supper Classes next spring. If you are curious and want to help, volunteers
are needed. Interest has been building over the last three years and we hope to expand our classes to include
an evening class in south county in addition to the classes in Clatskanie, Vernonia, Scappoose, St. Helens, and
Rainier. Mentors are needed in most locations to help students in the classroom during hands-on activities.
Mentoring is a good way to get involved and see if you might want to teach in the future. Coordinators are
also needed to help keep records, take photos, and make sure supplies are available so facilitators and
mentors can focus on teaching.
In the past we have used a variety of seed starting containers in the
classroom and for the starts distributed at our Greeting Events, but
because we are focused on low-cost gardening techniques we would
like to use small recyclable containers such as individual serving sized
yogurt or fruit cups. If you have access to such containers please save
them for us.
In addition, if you are able to help grow a few starts for the Greeting
Events, we can use your talents. Greeting Events begin in early March
so we focus on having pod variety pea starts available that can be
planted in containers. And if you enjoy meeting people and talking
gardening we can use your help at the Greeting Events which take
place all over the county.
Please consider helping out by
growing some vegetable starts for
Seed to Supper!

Marketing is another way you can help with Seed to Supper. If you
belong to other groups or have access to local Facebook or on-line
groups who would be willing to help us advertise the classes or have
ideas that will help get the attention of people living on limited
incomes, we can use your help and suggestions.

The classes are two hours, one day a week for six weeks and schedules are being set now so if you are
interested in helping in the classroom, now is the best time to get involved so you can be part of the planning
for next year. The Food Bank will provide a one day training in late February.

Contact Deb Brimacombe, 503-543-3294, bmixtus@gmail.com
~ Deb Brimacombe
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Spotlight on a Master Gardener!
If you don’t already know Dennis & Linda Snyder, let me introduce them! Denny took the Master Gardener
training in 2003, and his wife Linda will join our new trainees for the upcoming class in 2019! You may know
Denny from his well-attended pruning and grafting workshops, or from his presence at many of the Chapter’s
programs and fundraisers. Here at the Extension Office, we have had the good fortune of being on the
receiving end of the Snyder’s generosity. Many times this season, as they were heading in to donate the
surplus from the bounty of their neat little urban homestead, they would swing by the office and allow our
staff to fill up bags and boxes with everything from delicious apples (have you tried their lovely Mountain
Rose pink-fleshed apple?) and pears, to peppers and even unusual varieties of winter squash!
Thank you very much to Denny & Linda! ~ Sonia and the Extension Office
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Columbia County Master Gardeners Association
Columbia County Master Gardeners Association
Board Meeting Minutes
November 1, 2018
President Chuck Petersen
A board meeting was called to order at 1030am on Thursday November 1, 2018 at the St Helens OSU extension office.
The President was in the chair and the secretary was present.
Others present – Holly E., Wes B., Kathy J., LaVina P., Debbie B. and guests Sonia R. and Pat L.
Housekeeping:


Secretary’s Report – Minutes of October Board and Chapter Meetings - accepted



Treasurer’s Report – Packet including 2018 Account Balances as of 12/31/18, SHFCU screen shot, 2018 CCMGA
budget – current year and Membership report printed 10/31/18 provided and accepted; membership
approved and final budget for 2019 provided



Correspondence – new officers to be voted in at the 11/3 meeting with the exclusion of the 1st VP Karen
Sarnaker of Tillamook County

Committee Reports:



OMGA Rep – meeting 11/3 in Multnomah County – Debbie to attend
CC Fairgrounds Garden – mole repellent applied and to be reapplied every 3 months; most verbiage set for
signage (grant money)

Old Business:
 Graduation prep – speaker and location – check in with Chip – nothing new to report
 Audit committee – Larry Byrum and Sandy Newman to assist Treasurer Kathy Johnson – Kathy to set up
date/time/location and inform her team
New Business:
 2019 Calendar – Chuck to look over and provide to Brooke
 2019 Committee Chairs – please note budget set aside for 2019 to commence 1/1/19
 BugNutz was a success at the Children’s Fair in St Helens – spiders was a popular topic – next school event is
11/30
 Request that new officers be included in communication for December 2018 meeting
Meeting adjourned at 1046am
~ Brooke McClain, Secretary

About 30% of U.S. farm operators are women.
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