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In the garden 

 
 

 

Provided to you by the 

OSU Extension Service Columbia County 

505 N. Columbia River Hwy, St. Helens OR 97051 

Phone: 503.397.3462 

Email: Chip.Bubl@oregonstate.edu 
Office hours: Closed, except by appointment, until further notice 

To visit links to external articles, please view this newsletter online 

at our Website: http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/ 

February 2021 
 

Listen to the Gardening Spot on KOHI (1600 am) radio - Every Saturday, 8:05 to 8:15 a.m. 

 

Growing Oregon Gardeners: Level Up Series 
 

This monthly series runs now through November 2021, is led by OSU horticulture experts from across the state, and 

offers education for the experienced gardener. Take your gardening knowledge to the next level with timely topics 

from gardening in a changing climate to techniques to extend your season. The webinars will be broadcast via Zoom, 

the second Tuesday of the month, at 3pm. Recordings of each webinar will be posted online. This series is open to the 

public and is free. You can take one, or take them all!  Register and view the entire class schedule online HERE. 

Classes in the Series: 

January 12:  Understanding Seed Characteristics 

February 9:  Multifunctional Hedgerows 

March 9:  Dirt gone bad: When your soil amendment has been contaminated 

April 13:  Dazzling Dahlias 

May 11:  Water-wise Gardening 

June 8:   Unique Winter Vegetables to Grow 

July 13:  Fire-wise Landscaping 

August 10:  Season Extension Techniques 

September 14:  Gardening with Native Plants for Pollinators 

October 12:  Adapting Your Garden and Landscape for Climate Change 

November 9:  Using Life Cycle Analysis to Understand the Sustainability of Your Garden Products and Practices 

 

 

Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources, Family and Community Health, 4-H Youth, Forestry & Natural Resources, 
and Extension Sea Grant programs. Oregon State University, United States Department of Agriculture, and Columbia 
County cooperating. The Extension Service offers its programs and materials equally to all people. 

                           

Chip Bubl, OSU Extension Faculty, Agriculture 

 

 

Country Living 

mailto:Chip.Bubl@oregonstate.edu
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series?fbclid=IwAR1HuBeRfqaKyzi4HT4BZ2hUUBINyp-IT-bGgEXhWq6m4V1Za2yVNDRouJo
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OSU Online Gardening Resources 
A collection of FREE online publications, 

articles, and upcoming events 

 

OSU Extension Catalog: This online catalog 

is the source for current, peer-reviewed, research-

based learning materials published by OSU 

Extension. It is an active and growing resource, 

with learning materials in a variety of media for 

use in a variety of outreach and engagement 

activities and programs. Check out our new 

releases, see what's popular, browse by topic, or 

search away! Some of our recommendations: 

 

Growing Your Own: Provides basic advice on a 

wide range of gardening topics, including 

composting, container gardens, fall/winter 

gardens, fertilizing, insect pests, plant diseases, 

planting guidelines, raised beds, site selection, 

slugs, soil improvement, tilling, warm-season 

crops, watering, and weeds.  

 

Raised Bed Gardening: Gives step-by-step 

instructions for building a raised bed. Discusses 

special considerations for growing plants in 

raised beds as well as long-term maintenance of 

beds. 

 

Training and Pruning Your Home Orchard:  

Provides general rules for training, pruning, and 

limb bending, and explains open-center, central-

leader, and espalier training. Outlines specific 

guidelines for training and pruning apple, pear, 

sweet cherry, sour cherry, peach, prune, plum, 

apricot, fig, persimmon, walnut, hazelnut, and 

chestnut trees.  

 

OSU Monthly Gardening Calendars: Produced by 

OSU Extension, each month provides reminders 

of key garden chores, such as fertilizing, pest 

control, planting, and maintenance. 

 

Growing Oregon Gardeners: Level Up Series, 

now through November 2021. Free, live, 

interactive sessions (also recorded for later 

viewing). Registration open now!  

 

Upcoming Gardening Techniques Events: 

 

 Feb 3: Fruit Tree Pruning: 10-Minute 

University™ Noon-Time Chat   

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm - FREE 

 

 Feb 8: What to do about herbicide 

contaminated compost and soil mix 

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm - FREE 

 

 Feb 9: Multifunctional Hedgerows -  Growing 

Oregon Gardeners: Level Up Series  3:00 pm 

- 4:00 pm - FREE 

 

 Feb 10: Pruning Trees & Shrubs: 10-Minute 

University™ Noon-Time Chat 

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm - FREE 

 

 

Columbia County Gardening Resources (recorded 

“Chat with Chip” presentations) 

 

 

**************************************** 

 

Have a Question?  

 
Ask an Expert!  

 

This is a way for you to 

get answers from the 

Oregon State University Extension Service. We 

have experts in family and health, community 

development, food and agriculture, coastal issues, 

forestry, programs for young people, and 

gardening. 

 

**************************************** 

 

Want to talk more about “Keeping Chickens in 

the Wintertime,” with Sonia?  Join us on Friday, 

Feb. 12th at 3pm to hear her tips & tricks for 

keeping your flock warm, happy and entertained 

during these shorter, colder days! Register in 

advance for a Zoom meeting: https://beav.es/Jdn 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/fs270.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/pnw400.pdf
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/collection/monthly-garden-calendars
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series?fbclid=IwAR1HuBeRfqaKyzi4HT4BZ2hUUBINyp-IT-bGgEXhWq6m4V1Za2yVNDRouJo
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/topic/gardening/techniques/events
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/fruit-tree-pruning-10-minute-universitytm-noon-time-chat
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/fruit-tree-pruning-10-minute-universitytm-noon-time-chat
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/what-do-about-herbicide-contaminated-compost-soil-mix
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/what-do-about-herbicide-contaminated-compost-soil-mix
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/events/multifunctional-hedgerows-growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/events/multifunctional-hedgerows-growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/pruning-trees-shrubs-10-minute-universitytm-noon-time-chat
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/pruning-trees-shrubs-10-minute-universitytm-noon-time-chat
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/columbia-county-gardening-resources
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/columbia-county-gardening-resources
https://ask.extension.org/groups/1086/ask
https://beav.es/Jdn
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In the garden 
 

Produce in winter 
 

There is a lot of interest to growing produce 

in the summer that can be eaten over a long 

winter. Our own OSU Extension agent Jenny 

Rudolph has given a number of classes in 

Columbia County on food preservation 

(canning, drying, freezing, smoking, etc.) that 

are always well-attended. If you are interested 

in the subject, try to make some of her classes 

this next year. She knows her subject well and 

is a great speaker. 
 

I have a lot of requests 

for information on root 

cellars. These are very 

popular in some of the 

colder parts of the 

country but never really 

caught on west of the 

Cascades. Mostly, I 

think it was due to drainage problems in the 

rainy winter. It is hard to dig a structure into 

the ground and keep it dry.  Houses with 

conventional cellars were relatively 

uncommon in early Oregon communities. 
 

But what did our predecessors do to store 

fruits and vegetables without drying or 

canning them? Here is what I found out. 

Many built insulated (with about a foot of 

sawdust, usually) spaces in unheated barns, 

house cellars if they had them, sheds, or even 

on porches. Since western Oregon winters 

couldn’t reliably provide big blocks of ice to 

harvest from frozen lakes, they had to depend 

on other ways to chill the stored produce. 

They created venting systems that could be 

opened and closed as needed, pointed in the 

general direction of prevailing cold winter 

winds. 
 

As storable crops were harvested, they were 

brought into the insulated rooms. The spaces 

were cooled by opening the vents on cold, dry 

nights to bring the air in and closing them up 

before temperatures started to rise outside. In 

this manner, they could slowly cool the 

contents of the room and keep them cool in all 

but the mildest of winters. 
 

Much produce was packed into boxes or 

barrels in layers covered by layers of sand or 

sawdust. That served two purposes: first, it 

separated the produce so that the one rotten 

apple couldn’t spoil the bin. Second, the sand 

or sawdust could absorb some of a gas 

(ethylene) given off naturally by ripening 

fruit. Exposure to ethylene causes 

neighboring fruits to ripen 

and soften faster. Often 

vegetables and fruit had 

separated storage spaces. 
 

But it is interesting what 

fresh produce they stored. 

Root crops were mainstays 

with turnips, rutabagas, 

parsnips, celeriac, salsify, 

horseradish, radishes, carrots, onions, garlic, 

and potatoes important parts of the winter 

diet. Non-root crops included cabbages, 

Brussel sprouts on the stem, winter squash of 

many types, and leeks. Some of the root crops 

could be left in the garden if the field mice 

were controlled. 
 

One aspect that I think has been lost is the 

degree to which there were strong farmer 

preferences for varieties that would store the 

longest. Apples and pears popular 100 years 

ago were often ones that could reliably hold 

for 5-6 months after October harvest. Onions 

that wouldn’t sprout and winter squash that 

wouldn’t rot in storage were very desirable 

varieties to plant. 
 

With modern refrigeration, we have lost track 

of some of those varieties. But with a renewed 

interest in living a less energy intensive life, it 

might be worth the effort to reclaim this part 

of our horticultural heritage. 
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Why are carrots so frustrating? 

 
Carrots can drive excellent gardeners crazy. 

They seem like they should be so easy to 

grow. But they aren’t.  Commercially, carrots 

are only produced on the very best ground, 

deep somewhat sandy (or peaty) soils with 

excellent drainage. Most of our gardens aren’t 

like that. So what 

can be done to 

improve your carrot 

crops? 

 

Soils can be 

improved in several 

ways. First, you can, 

over time, add 

compost and other 

organic materials 

from cover crops. 

As the soil matures, 

it will grow better 

carrots. Second, you 

can build raised 

beds. This automatically improves drainage 

and allows you to better manage irrigation to 

keep carrots moist but not sopping wet. 

Careful avoidance of dry and then wet cycles 

is important to consistent carrot growth.  

 

Carrot seeds aren’t anything like radishes, 

which bolt out of the ground. Carrots seeds 

take their sweet time to germinate and 

emerge. But if your soil forms a thin, surface 

crust after planting, as many clay soils we 

have do, carrot seeds are too weak to pop 

through. They die before they can get to the 

sun and recharge their sugars. One trick is to 

cover the seeds with a light dusting of potting 

mix rather than soil. The potting mix won’t 

crust and carrots will appear like magic. 

 

Once the magical carrots are above ground 

and fully started, it is time to thin. Thinning 

isn’t easy. But it is necessary. When carrot 

foliage shades other carrots, none of them get 

enough sun to make the sugars that produce a 

nice carrot. They will be mostly “pencil” 

carrots, still good to eat but rather small to use 

in cooking. So thin carrot plants to about two 

inches apart if in rows at least six inches 

apart. So, you might wonder, how do 

commercial growers get perfect carrots? First, 

no matter how well you plant, they won’t all 

be perfect. But growers do have very 

expensive 

equipment to 

precision seed 

their carrots so 

they are all 

perfectly spaced 

within the row 

and between 

rows. Every 

carrot can bathe 

gleefully in full 

sun until 

harvest. 

 

It is possible to 

transplant carrots grown in potting mix in a 

greenhouse or cold frame. But timing is 

critical. The carrots roots have to grow just at 

the bottom of the container and not turned 

back up after hitting the bottom.  If they have 

turned upward, they will be distorted forever. 

Transplanting into the bed also must not push 

the roots upward. But one other advantage of 

transplanting is no thinning! 

 

If you get soil texture and drainage right, the 

carrot seeds emerge in a timely fashion, you 

thin well, and you water evenly, you are well 

on your way to many sweet, carrot-enhanced 

meals. 

 

The last two concerns are spotty between 

gardens and between years in a given garden. 

The first concern is carrot rust fly damage. 

You will never see this small elusive fly 

unless you spend an inordinate amount of 

time staring at carrot foliage. The female rust 
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fly sneaks into the foliage and deposits her 

eggs in the soil adjacent to a carrot stem. The 

eggs hatch and the tiny 

maggots wriggle their 

way into the soil, eat their 

way into your carrot, and 

tunnel through the root.   

 

That is disturbing 

enough. But often, 

disease follows the tunnel 

and the carrot starts to 

decay. That is even 

worse. Sprays generally 

can’t control the rust fly 

because timing can be 

quite unpredictable and 

there may be several 

generations a summer. 

An English seed company offers a variety (an 

F1 hybrid named Flyaway) supposedly 

unattractive to the rust fly. Some organic 

farmers and quite a few gardeners use row 

cover over the carrots the entire time they are 

growing. Row covers reduce soil crusting, 

speed germination, and physically exclude the 

rust fly. You will have to open up the cover to 

thin and have a soaker or drip watering 

system under the cover that keeps the soil 

properly moist. As noted, they aren’t 

abundant every year and some gardens never 

seem to get them established.  

 

The final challenge are field mice, also known 

as voles. Their numbers are very high right 

now and they are passionately interested in 

eating your carrots. Voles will eat the carrot, 

leaving the carrot top shallowly buried in the 

ground. The foliage remains, so you think 

nothing is amiss. But when you pull the 

foliage, you know quickly what is missing – 

your carrot! Devoured by voles. You get mad 

and sad. Why didn’t I pull the carrots earlier? 

Next year, you will. Trapping and/or an active 

cat can clean out a lot of voles. Reducing 

mole activity slows voles since they make use 

of the tunnels. Also, reducing cover makes 

voles more likely to become cat or hawk 

meals. 

 

One last tip. Don’t store carrots 

with apples or other fruit that give 

off ethylene gas. The gas reacts 

with the carrot to cause serious 

bitterness. And the longer you 

store them, the more they think it 

is time to put out new foliage and 

go to seed, despite the fact that it 

is in your refrigerator. That 

process also turns the carrots 

bitter. Carrot seed packet pictures from 

UC Davis collection and carrot rust fly 

from Chiltern Seeds, England 
 

 

Velcro plant ties for home garden 
 

Velcro is manufacturing plant ties. They come 

in ½ inch by 30 foot rolls. You cut them to the 

lengths you need. The ties can be secured and 

then re-opened and re-used as the plant 

grows. They are available at most hardware 

stores and garden centers. This brings Velcro 

full circle. Its design was inspired by the 

hooks on the stems and seeds of Gallium sp., 

otherwise known as bedstraw, a plant many of 

us know only too well. 
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Landscape trees and the law 
 

It probably won’t come as a surprise that 

neighbors can have strong disagreements about 

trees. In most situations, concerns can be 

resolved amicably, assuming the neighbors 

already get along. If not, the problems can end 

up in court or mediation. 

 

In my experience, concerns tend to focus on 

perceived “dirty trees” (leaf/needle/fruit 

shedding, gutter clogging, pollen shedding, 

etc.); perceived 

hazardous trees; root 

spread or damage 

including sidewalk 

buckling (often as city 

ordinance concern); 

interference with a 

septic field (rare); 

excessive shading; or 

blocked views. 

 

Here are some of the 

general principles that 

may come into play: 

 

 In most situations, the owner of the tree 

is the one on whose property the trunk 

sits. A tree squarely on a boundary line 

may be considered to be jointly owned, 

subject to a lot of conditions. 

 

 There is generally no right to a view 

unless a public ordinance or private real 

estate covenant specifies those rights.  

Trees existing at the time an ordinance 

goes into effect are often 

“grandfathered” in. Covenants may be 

more restrictive. Columbia City had a 

view ordinance that is mostly a 

construction height restriction. I am not 

sure it is still in place. St. Helens has 

talked about one but, to my knowledge, 

not created one. 

 

 If someone seeks to have a tree removed 

that is not on their property, they have 

to clearly demonstrate that it is a 

hazardous tree and poses an imminent 

threat. This usually requires a 

professional arborist’s opinion. A dead 

tree is presumed to be hazardous. One 

that isn’t dead is more complicated. 

Mediation or a court may order 

removal. Insurance companies may 

require it as a condition for keeping a 

policy. The adjacent property owner 

may, in some situations, be asked to 

share in or completely pay for removal 

if it goes to litigation/mediation. 

 

 Generally, you 

can remove limbs or 

branches that 

overhang your 

property as long as 

you do not harm 

the health or 

stability of the tree 

in the process. If the 

cutting creates a lop-

sided tree more 

prone to blow over 

in a wind storm, the 

neighbor that cut 

could be liable for damages if it blows 

over. Limbs can only be cut back to the 

property line. 

 

 Root removal, destruction, or covering 

with lots of fill may be construed as 

damaging to the tree and could subject 

the individual responsible to liability for 

damage, even if the action that 

compromised the trees roots was done 

on their own property but the trunk of 

the tree was on an adjacent lot owned by 

the neighbor. 

 

These comments are not intended to be legal 

guidance. For that, seek advice from a 

competent attorney. This is a very confusing 

area of litigation where state case law, highly 

variable local ordinances, and the biological and 

social complexities of each situation come into 

play. 
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~ FEBRUARY ~   
 

Garden hints from your OSU Extension Agent 

 
OSU Extension Service encourages sustainable gardening practices. Preventative pest management is emphasized over reactive pest 
control. Identify and monitor problems before acting, and opt for the least toxic approach that will remedy the problem.  First 
consider cultural, and then physical controls. The conservation of biological control agents (predators, parasitoids) should be favored 
over the purchase and release of biological controls. Use chemical controls only when necessary, only after identifying a pest problem, 
and only after thoroughly reading the pesticide label. Least-toxic choices include insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils, botanical 
insecticides, organic and synthetic pesticides — when used judiciously. Recommendations in this calendar are not necessarily 
applicable to all areas of Oregon. For more information, contact your local OSU Extension Service office. 

Planning 

 Tune up lawn mower and garden equipment before the busy season begins.  

 Have soil test performed on garden plot to determine nutrient needs. View a list of testing laboratories: EM 8677  

 Select and store healthy scion wood for grafting fruit and nut trees. Wrap in damp cloth or peat moss and place 

in plastic bag. Store in cool place.  

 Plan an herb bed, for cooking and for interest in the landscape. Among the choices are parsley, sage, chives, 

lavender. Choose a sunny spot for the herb bed, and plant seeds or transplants after danger of frost has passed 

(late April-early May in the Willamette Valley and Central Coast; June-July in Eastern and Central Oregon).  

 Plan to add herbaceous perennial flowers to your flowering landscape this spring. Examples include candytuft, 

peony, penstemon, coneflower 

Maintenance and Clean Up 

 Repair winter damage to trees and shrubs.  

 Make a cold frame or hotbed to start early vegetables or flowers.  

 Fertilize rhubarb with manure or a complete fertilizer.  

 Incorporate cover crops or other organic matter into soil.  

 Prune and train grapes; make cuttings.  

 Prune fruit trees and blueberries.  

 Prune deciduous summer-blooming shrubs and trees; wait until April in high elevations of East/Central Oregon  

 Prune and train trailing blackberries (if not done prior late August); prune black raspberries 

 Prune fall-bearing raspberries (late in Feb. or early March) 

 Prune clematis, Virginia creeper, and other vining ornamentals.  

Planting/Propagation 

 Plant windowsill container gardens of carrots, lettuce, or parsley.  

 Plan to add herbaceous perennials to your flowering landscape this spring: astilbe, candytuft, peony, anemone.  

 Good time to plant fruit trees and deciduous shrubs. Replace varieties of ornamental plants that are susceptible to 

disease with resistant cultivars. 

 Plant asparagus if the ground is warm enough.  

 Plant seed flats of cole crops (cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, Brussels sprouts), indoors or in greenhouse. 

 Where soil is dry enough and workable, plant garden peas and sweet peas. Suggested varieties of garden peas 

include: Corvallis, Dark Green Perfection, Green Arrow, Oregon Sugar Pod, Snappy, Knight, Sugar Snap, 

Oregon Trail, Oregon Sugar Pod II.  

 Good time to plant new roses.  

Pest Monitoring and Management 

 Monitor landscape plants for problems. Don’t treat unless a problem is identified.  

 Use delayed-dormant sprays of lime sulfur for fruit and deciduous trees and shrubs.  

 Remove cankered limbs from fruit and nut trees for control of diseases such as apple anthracnose, bacterial 

canker of stone fruit and eastern filbert blight. Sterilize tools before each new cut. 

 Control moles and gophers with traps.   

 Elm leaf beetles and box-elder bugs are emerging from hibernation and may be seen indoors. They are not 

harmful, but can be a nuisance. Remove them with a vacuum or broom and dustpan.  

 Monitor for European crane fly and treat lawns if damage has been verified. 

Houseplants and Indoor Gardening 

 Pasteurize soil for starting seedlings in pots or flats, or use clean, sterile commercial mixes.  

 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/techniques/february-garden-calendar
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/locations.php
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em8677.pdf
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Establishing riparian buffers 

 
I recently spent a productive hour re-reading a 

publication from the Oregon State University 

College of Forestry entitled Riparian Forest 

Buffers on Agricultural Lands in the Oregon 

Coast Range: Beaver Creek Riparian Project as 

a Case Study (Research Contribution 38). While 

this was published in 2002, it still has a lot of 

insight and can be found at  

https://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/concern/techni

cal_reports/x346d964v  

 

This publication detailed the lessons learned 

about establishing riparian buffers in pastures. 

The project took place over five years in the 

coastal lowlands of Lincoln County.  

 

The project focused on a 

10-15 foot wide stream 

channel cut into alluvial 

soils. Both sides of the 

stream supported cattle 

grazing. About 1000 feet 

along the south side of the 

stream were fenced to 

exclude cattle. At least 10 

feet of native/non-native 

grasses were left adjacent 

to the stream. Areas for 

buffer plantings were then 

treated with herbicides to 

remove the competitive vegetation. 

 

Red alder and various other species were 

planted into the treatment areas at various buffer 

widths (one tree to six trees wide spaced about 

six feet apart in all directions).  

 

On the unfenced north side of the bank, some 

individual fences for tree protection were 

installed. 

 

Some of the lessons learned were as follows: 

 

With good animal and weed protection, trees 

grew to a height of 18-24 feet tall in five years, 

enough to cast shade on the creek. 

 

Cattle exclusion was critical. A conventional 

barbwire fence worked fine. 

 

Plastic mesh (Vexar™) tubes did not control 

beaver destruction of young trees. Three-foot 

high plastic tree shelter tubes gave good results. 

These need to be maintained once a year and 

will need to be replaced with other beaver 

protection as the trees grow larger. Make sure 

protection can withstand high water. 

 

Repellants worked for only about a month on 

beavers. In other words, forget it. 

 

Rodents were a problem where weeds were not 

controlled or where aluminum foil was not 

wrapped around the tree base at planting.  

 

Fencing the cattle away from 

the creek allowed other 

vegetation to regenerate 

naturally and appeared to 

reduce stream bank sloughing 

and erosion. 

 

Three and six row spaced tree 

plantings developed enough 

canopy closure to mostly 

eliminate the need for 

herbicides after the third year. 

 

Tree planting on the south side of the stream 

will provide much more shading than north side 

planting. This lesson wasn’t learned from the 

project but is a fact often forgotten. 

 

Projects in Columbia County have succeeded 

when these protocols were followed. When 

weeds were not successfully controlled, they 

failed. Planting enough so the beaver won’t take 

more than 10% a year is useful. In addition, 

plant material they don’t eat or that recover 

from their tree toppling (willows, red osier 

dogwood, etc.). Consider inter-planting 

hemlock and or cedar in with alders on suitable 

sites.  

 

Photo of beaver protection from 
beaversww.org 

https://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/concern/technical_reports/x346d964v
https://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/concern/technical_reports/x346d964v
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Farm and livestock notes 
 

Should you fertilize your pasture? 

 

We have had a very mild winter to date. Pasture 

grass has started to grow, albeit slowly. But 

there is an opportunity to increase your spring 

forage by fertilizing now with nitrogen and then 

again in mid-April. The value of the practice 

depends on: 

 

 the cost of N with a target application 

rate of about 40 pounds of “actual” N 

per acre; 

 the current condition of the pasture (it 

must be strong enough to be able to 

respond);  

 is the pasture reasonably well-drained 

so that modest grazing wouldn’t 

compact the soil;   

 do you have livestock that would benefit 

from the increased grass growth?  

 

However, early fertilizer will not improve a 

heavily overgrazed pasture. It is not a 

“rescue” treatment.  

 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate 

to call.  

 

One other decision point is weed control. A 

strong pasture is the first defense, so thoughtful 

grazing and fertilizing reduces weed concerns. 

But herbicides can help improve pasture quality 

if used correctly. Decide which weeds you want 

to target. Some of the most common concerns 

are tansy ragwort, false dandelion, bracken fern, 

Scotch broom, and blackberries. Give me a call 

and we can discuss management and herbicide 

options for these and other weeds.  Knowing 

how you will spray and being ready for 

windows of dry weather will allow you to make 

some progress in getting the pasture into tip-top 

condition. 

 

 

Snow loads 
 

The current long-term weather forecast doesn’t 

indicate any significant snow. But this is 

western Oregon. It 

doesn’t take much 

deflection of a wet front 

into a pool of Arctic air 

to cause us no end of 

trouble. Worse, we 

generally have quite wet 

snow in comparison to 

the dry powder found in 

colder parts of the country. In fact, it takes one 

inch of water to produce 10 inches of wet snow 

or 20 inches of dry snow. Look at the table 

below on the relative weights of wet and dry 

snow and then think back to December of 2008 

when we got 24 inches of fairly wet snow (with 

an inch of ice sandwiched in at about the 10 

inch level). There was much more in Vernonia 

and the higher elevations in general.  

 

Snow 

depth 

Dry 

snow 

Mix 

snow 

Wet snow 

1 foot 3 #/sq ft 12#/sq ft 21#/sq ft 

2 feet 6.5   “ 24    “ 42    “ 

3 feet 9.5   “ 36    “ 62    “ 

 

Snow removal can be quite dangerous and 

should only be done by people who know how 

to remove it safely. Some things you don’t want 

to do are to remove the snow from roofs 

unevenly, work from the top down, or pile the 

snow against the exterior barn walls. If you hear 

moaning or creaking sounds in the barn, see 

bowing in timbers or trusses, or anything else 

that indicates the structure is at risk, get what 

you value out of there quickly. It may be 

possible to put in temporary support posts (2 x 

4s) inside a structure like a greenhouse or a 

smaller barn to redistribute the weight on the 

roof. Greenhouse snow is best removed early 

and persistently.  
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Monthly “Chat with Chip” Special Online Event 
 

Monthly, the 3rd Tuesday evening from 6:30-8:00 pm 

You are invited to attend the free monthly Zoom Presentations each 3rd 

Tuesday evening from 6:30 - 8:00 PM.  Register in advance for these 

meetings online.  After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 

containing information about joining the meeting.  Chip will address some 

previously requested topics, with plenty of time for Q & A.  He also 

invites ideas for future presentations!  

Please email your topic suggestions to Chip.Bubl@oregonstate.edu 

Be sure to read Chip’s local Columbia County newspaper columns, and 

listen weekly to the Old Garden Spot radio program on KOHI AM 1600 

Saturday mornings at 8:00!  

 

 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials without discrimination based on age, color, disability, gender identity 

or expression, genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran’s status. Oregon State University Extension Service 

is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accommodation to persons with physical or mental disabilities. Contact the 

Columbia County Extension office at 503.397.3462 to request reasonable accommodation. This publication will be made available in accessible formats upon request.  

To receive this newsletter by email 

(and reduce our mailing costs), 

email Sonia.Reagan@oregonstate.edu 

or call 503-397-3462.  Thank you! 

 

https://oregonstate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYrde-ppjsvH9RRqhWQDsp-Nl_ZE252EiA2
mailto:chip.bubl@oregonstate.edu
https://onlineradiobox.com/us/kohi/
mailto:Sonia.Reagan@oregonstate.edu

