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June 2020 
 

THE GRAPEVINE 
OSU - Columbia County Master Gardener Program 

505 N. Columbia River Hwy, St. Helens OR 97051 

Phone: 503-397-3462 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/master-gardener-volunteer-program  

OMGA Newsletter: https://omga.org/newsletter/ 

 

It has been decided to have a newsletter dedicated to just our membership and local 

organization. This newsletter will be published once a month and will be edited by the 

President of the Columbia County Master Gardener’s Association and the Master 

Gardener Program Coordinator. Please send any news items, events, articles, pictures, 

etc. to Sonia @ Sonia.Reagan@oregonstate.edu by the 25th of every month. 

 
 

The President’s Corner 

I recently took all of my extra starts (approx. 110 plants) to the Columbia Pacific 

Food Bank in St Helens. I met Meagan Fawcett there on the 28th and she 

welcomed my plants with enthusiasm. If you have not met Meagan, please do 

the next time you take your donation to the Food Bank. They could use more 

plants so if you have extra, please donate them to someone who can use them. 

Hopefully we will be able to start Master Gardener Activities later this month. 

Our last 2 Executive Committee meetings have been virtual with Sonia 

coordinating the meeting through Zoom. It looks like our meeting this Thursday 

will be virtual also. 

Having been to Bi-Mart, Fred Meyer, Walmart, and Safeway during the past 

week, I have noticed fewer people wearing masks and speaking with other 

people closer than recommended. Please remember, one of the reasons 

Columbia County has seen very few cases of the Coronavirus, is because we 

have paid attention to the recommendations of Medical and Government 

Officials. Please remember to follow the guidelines and be safe. 

~Larry Byrum, President, CCMGA, byruml@comcast.net 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

June 4 – via video conference 
Board Meeting 10:30 am; email Larry at       
byruml@comcast.net for login info.  
 

June 4 – via video conference 

Columbia County Beekeepers Meeting 

Begins at 6:00 pm; email Linda at 

LindaZahl2@gmail.com for login info. 

 

Still Accepting Membership Dues! 

$10 annually, payable to CCMGA, mail      

to your Treasurer, Brooke McClain 

 

Past Issues of the Grapevine HERE 

Past Issues of the Country Living HERE 

 

Link to the OSU Online Resources and 

Publications - Searchable Directory: 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ 

 

 

 

    Columbia County Master Gardeners Association 

 

2020 CCMGA Executive Committee 

 Larry Byrum, President 

 Chuck Petersen, Past President 

 Sandy Newman, Vice President 

 Bree Riggs, Secretary 

 Brooke McClain, Treasurer 

 LaVina Patterson, Historian 

 Rachel Krager, OMGA Rep. 

 VACANT, OMGA Alt-Rep. 

 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/master-gardener-volunteer-program
https://omga.org/newsletter/
mailto:.Reagan@oregonstate.edu
mailto:.Reagan@oregonstate.edu
mailto:byruml@comcast.net
mailto:byruml@comcast.net
mailto:LindaZahl2@gmail.com
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/newsletter/grapevine-newsletter
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/newsletter/country-living-newsletter
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/Columbia-County-Master-Gardeners-Association-586212215080283/
https://www.facebook.com/Columbia-County-Master-Gardeners-Association-586212215080283/
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Update from Gail Langellotto, Oregon State University statewide  

Master Gardener Program Coordinator 

"I wanted to share an update on the current status of OSU Extension Master Gardener activities, in the context 

of the Phase 1 reopening of Oregon counties that began on May 15th. As a state agency and an institution of 

higher education, OSU Extension is under different guidance than Oregon businesses. For example, Executive 

Orders 20-17 and 20-09 suspend in-person instructional activities at Oregon Higher Education Institutions 

through June 13th. 

In short, I am still in a holding pattern and awaiting direction from OSU and OSU Extension, related to face-to-

face activities, events, and instruction. I have drafted, and am awaiting administrative feedback on a plan to 

resume limited face-to-face Master Gardener activities that adheres to state, university, and OSU Extension 

guidance. OSU expects to receive guidance from the Higher Education Coordinating Commission, later this 

week. OSU and OSU Extension expect to update their respective resumption plans, shortly thereafter. I am 

hopeful that the Master Gardener resumption plan might be reviewed, edited as needed, and approved shortly 

thereafter."  ~ Gail  

This was an excerpt of a longer letter; and you can read the full update on the MG coordinator's blog HERE. As 

always, I will provide updates as they become available.  ~ Sonia 

****************************************************************************************** 

Past President’s Corner 

Last month I asked if anyone had experienced cabbage coming back 

after the winter die off. I did get a response from Wes Bevens, who had 

had this occur in his garden. Essentially the cabbage plant comes back 

and you will get several small cabbages developing on the plant. I have 

also found out later that these small outgrowths are extremely delicate. 

They develop much as a new limb on a poorly pruned tree and break off 

very easily. I lost my first on a day when it was just windy. All the rest of 

the sprouting cabbage starts are still hale and hearty but I am keeping 

an eye on them and hope to see some cabbage heads as I didn't plant 

any this year.    ~ Chuck Petersen, CCMGA Past President 

 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-17.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-09.pdf
https://covid.oregonstate.edu/pandemic-resumption-planning
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/covid-19-reopening-status
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
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Mason Bees and Parasitoid Wasps 
 

If you have been keeping Mason Bees, you may have noticed tiny wasps flying in nervous loops around the 
entrances to the nests toward the end of their nesting cycle. These are parasitic monodontomerus wasps that 
lay their eggs in the cocoons of developing bees. The larvae of the wasps feed on bee larvae and pupae. It 
takes the tiny wasps about a month to develop so they are able to produce multiple generations per season. 
Every year I begin to notice them as the Mason Bees are 
winding down their nesting activities which is about now. 
 
I have warned many Mason beekeepers that they need to 

very carefully take down their nest boxes so as not to knock 

the developing larvae off their pollen supply, and put them 

in a pillow case or store them in some place that the wasps 

can’t get to them. It must be a place that provides natural weather variations where the bees can continue to 

develop. I put my nesting boxes in pillow cases and store them on a shelf in the garage where mice can’t get to 

them, either. 

 

Ron Spendal, our Mason Bee friend from Washington County, recently noticed the wasps where out at his 

nesting blocks and circling the emergence boxes he left out near the nests. I opened one cocoon in my 

emergence box and found the monodontomerus wasps in intermediate states of metamorphosis. The wasps 

have overwintered in a few of the cocoons in the emergence boxes. Ron is also wondering if the wasps are 

attracted to the spent cocoons and is looking into the possibility.  

 
 What this means to us, as Mason beekeepers, is that if you have 
emergence boxes still at your nesting sites, remove them and 
destroy the remaining cocoons. If your bees are still nesting, let 
them finish their season, then carefully remove the nest box and 
secure the bees in a safe place, away from wasps that will surely 
be hunting for bee cocoons. In the future, consider removing the 
emergence boxes once you believe the bees have all emerged. 
 
You might also find this video about the monodontomerus 
wasp’s lifecycle by George Pilkington interesting:  
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=_bwhBipHktI 
 
For more information about Mason Bees and their pests: 

PNWHandbooks: https://pnwhandbooks.org/insect/bee-protection/blue-orchard-bee/blue-orchard-bee-chalcid-wasp 

 
OSU Extension Document: https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9130.pdf 
 
~ Deb Brimacombe 

Mason Bee Habitat, photo courtesy Allen 
McMillan (MG Class 2013) 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=_bwhBipHktI
https://pnwhandbooks.org/insect/bee-protection/blue-orchard-bee/blue-orchard-bee-chalcid-wasp
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9130.pdf
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Columbia County Oregon Beekeepers - June 4th Meeting 

The Columbia County Oregon Beekeepers will have their next club meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 
4th via Zoom video conference.  

Master Beekeeper Journey student, Max, will present "Breaks in the Honey Bee Brood Cycle: Naturally 
Occurring Interruptions” that occur all the time, as do accidental breaks and intentional beekeeper 
controlled breaks. One benefit that all these different types of brood breaks have in common is a reduction 
in the Varroa Mite population within the Honey Bee colony. Max will discuss all these different types of 
brood breaks in general, but will specifically focus on the intentional, beekeeper controlled, interruption and 
how it can be used to the advantage of the beekeeper and the Honey Bee colony.  

He will demonstrate a new tool which is now available to beekeepers 
that allows the beekeeper to create a brood break at the time and place 
of the beekeepers choosing. This new Queen Confinement Cage (QCC) 
when used correctly, allows the Queen to remain in her colony and 
continue laying eggs and thru the continued creation of brood, also 
creates brood pheromones, and queen pheromones. In this state the 
colony will remain totally “Queen Right”. Max will discuss how to use this 
state to control the Varroa Mite population within the colony while 
preventing “Mite Bombs” outside the colony and will also suggest how to 
build & use QCCs for yourself, whether you are a “treatment free” 
beekeeper or not. Steve Gomes will present on “Queen rearing during 
the nectar flow.” 

Join the video call: https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/96771835752   - OR -  phone Dial-In: (971) 247-1195  -  

Meeting ID:  967 7183 5752 

Important: please email Linda Zahl for a password to join the meeting: lindazahl2@gmail.com 

As always, these meetings are open to the public!  ~ Linda Zahl 
 

****************************************************************************************** 

Call for Self-Nomination for the OMGA Alternate Representative Position! 

We are still looking for a willing volunteer to fill the OMGA Alternate position. 

https://omga.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/h.Reps-Introductory-Information-for-Handbook.pdf 

For a copy of the Guidelines & Expectations for the OMGA Alternate Representative, please email your 

CCMGA Chapter President, Larry Byrum at byruml@comcast.net.  

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/96771835752
mailto:lindazahl2@gmail.com
https://omga.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/h.Reps-Introductory-Information-for-Handbook.pdf
mailto:byruml@comcast.net
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Recap: Business is “not-as-usual” 

at the Extension Service office… 

But we are still here!  

 

Though the Extension Service office is closed at this time, with no public access and very limited staffing, we 

are still here, working very hard for our communities! All across the state, work has transitioned to remotely 

working from our home offices, and we are still busy responding to emails, checking voicemails and returning 

phone calls, sending out resources, and answering all sorts of questions on gardening, fruit tree care, farming, 

homesteading, chicken keeping… you name it! 

Please continue to refer folks in our community to Extension staff as a trusted resource and know that we still 

have the ability to provide reliable information, email publications, and diagnose plant, insect and weed 

problems in a virtual manner – emailing and texting photos to Chip and Sonia has been really helpful in that 

work! Here are some other resources that you may find helpful at this time, put together by our Family & 

Community Health Extension Associate Professor of Practice, Jenny Rudolph: 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP):  SNAP benefits (formerly known as food stamps) can help your 

family purchase groceries at the store or even online for grocery pickup and delivery.  To apply for SNAP benefits, fill 

out an online application or call the DHS office in St. Helens for assistance. To learn more visit: 

https://oregonhunger.org/apply-for-snap/   You can also call the DHS Self-Sufficiency Office in St. Helens for 

application assistance at:  (503) 397-1784 or (800) 243-4987  

Free School Meals:  School districts across Columbia County are providing free grab-n-go meals for kids age 18 and 

under.  There is no need to sign up or paperwork required.  Some districts are also delivering meals and curriculum on 

bus routes.  For local meal locations and times visit your local school district website below. 

*  Clatskanie     *  Rainier     *  Vernonia    *  St. Helens     * Scappoose 

A list of districts serving school meals across Oregon can also be found at: https://www.summerfoodoregon.org/map/ 

Local Food Pantries:  Columbia Pacific Food Bank’s website has posted a list of local pantries, along with their locations 

and current hours. You can also check their Facebook page to receive the latest updates.   

Oregon Food Bank’s Food Finder website is another great source for locating food distribution programs. This page is 

updated multiple times a day, so it is very accurate.  

For additional resources on accessing food and other resources during the Coronavirus outbreak, go to Partners for a 

Hunger-Free Oregon’s COVID-19 Site: https://oregonhunger.org/covid-response/ 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://oregonhunger.org/apply-for-snap/
http://www.csd.k12.or.us/
https://www.rainier.k12.or.us/sys/content/newspost/9ea05890bd534bda8a7358ad236c4630
https://vernonia.schoolinsites.com/foodservice
https://www.sthelens.k12.or.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=5845&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=18148&PageID=1
https://www.scappoosek12.org/cms/lib/OR02213022/Centricity/Domain/4/grab%20and%20go%2040920.pdf
https://www.summerfoodoregon.org/map/
http://cpfoodbank.org/pantry/
https://www.facebook.com/Columbia-Pacific-Food-Bank-263800363654514/?fref=photo
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/find-help/find-food/
https://oregonhunger.org/covid-response/
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WIC:  WIC serves lower to moderate income pregnant, postpartum and breastfeeding women, infants and children 

under age 5 who have health or nutrition risks. Dads, grandparents, foster parents or other guardians may also apply 

for WIC for their children.  An online version of the WIC application can be found here.  WIC staff will contact you after 

you fill out and submit the online form. 

WIC is available and working on ways to provide their services without having to come in person for appointments. 

You can also contact the Columbia Health Services office for more information about enrolling in WIC.  Their staff are 

working remotely and can be reached at: CC WIC Text Line: (503) 610-0WIC   Email: wic@columbia-health.org 

Find Quick, Easy Recipes at FoodHero.org:  On a regular day, cooking can be a challenge. These days, you might be 

running low on time and energy, not to mention ingredients. FoodHero.org, OSU’s healthy food campaign, has 

resources that can help. Its searchable database has plenty of quick, tasty, healthy and low-cost recipes. You can 

search by a particular ingredient you have on hand, or sort by category (including five ingredients or less, 30 minutes or 

less, kid-approved and others).  

Oregon Health Plan (OHP):  The Oregon Health Plan (OHP) is free health care for people who meet income and other 

requirements. OHP covers physical, dental, and mental health care. You can qualify, even if you have been denied in 

the past. You can also qualify if you have other health insurance. The best way to see if you can have OHP is to apply 

now. To apply online visit: ONE.Oregon.gov   Our local OHP application assisters are also still available to help you 

apply for benefits.  

Columbia Health Services  Office: 503-397-4651 x2005   Email: portiz@columbia-health.org  Google Text: 503-877-4173 

IRS Coronavirus Economic Impact Payments (Stimulus Checks):  The IRS and the U.S. Treasury announced that the 

distribution of economic impact payments will begin in the next three weeks. Eligible people who filed taxes for 2019 

or 2018 and older adults receiving Social Security or disability payments will automatically get an economic impact 

payment from the IRS. Some people who aren’t typically required to file taxes may need to take action to receive their 

payment. Learn more at: www.irs.gov/coronavirus 

Scam Alerts and Price Gouging:  Unfortunately there are many scams already out there in the community and online.  

Be very weary of unsolicited calls or emails about Coronavirus, IRS economic impact payments, or any other individual 

or entity asking for your personal information or soliciting donations.  Get up to date information and fraud alerts 

directly from the IRS.gov website and from the State of Oregon Department of Justice.  You can also report fraud and 

price gouging at: https://www.doj.state.or.us/consumer-protection/ 

Give Local: Many of our local community organizations are working hard to meet the need of Columbia County 

residents.  To help them, the United Way of Columbia County has set up a COVID 19 Relief Fund.  All of the donations to 

the relief fund go to support essential services in Columbia County.   

Find out more at: http://unitedwayofcolumbiacounty.com/      Also, you may listen to a local radio interview on KOHI 

1600 AM with Jenny Rudolph on April 10th HERE. Jenny is the Associate Professor of Practice in Family & Community 

Health for OSU Extension here in Columbia County.  In this radio interview, Jenny discussed cooking from your pantry 

and discussed food security issues.  Jenny may be reached by email at Jenny.Rudolph@oregonstate.edu 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYPEOPLEFAMILIES/WIC/Pages/interest-form.aspx
mailto:wic@columbia-health.org
http://www.foodhero.org/
http://www.foodhero.org/
http://one.oregon.gov/
https://www.columbia-health.org/oregon-health-plan-assistance.html
mailto:portiz@columbia-health.org
http://www.irs.gov/coronavirus?fbclid=IwAR3xDc6qad88OEsCEORcyt1uxOlDriD1On5OgDiDNBSqIiPrBH9fEL-afpQ
https://www.doj.state.or.us/consumer-protection/
http://unitedwayofcolumbiacounty.com/
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/announcements/local-radio-station-interview-jenny-rudolph-april-10th-2020
mailto:Jenny.Rudolph@oregonstate.edu
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Re-cap: Certifying Master Gardener Volunteers and  

Recertifying Continuing Master Gardeners in 2020 

This is the guidance provided to the statewide MG Program Coordinators 

regarding certifying Master Gardener trainees this year. During recent discussions 

it was noted that we should work to keep training requirements as simple, 

accessible, and low stress as possible. It is quite possible that some of our Master 

Gardeners, family members or program staff may become sick during this public health crisis. Setting up a 

system that is accommodating and flexible is what we are striving to do.   

For the 2020 training class:  

Master Gardener Coordinators have the following options: 

 Confer Master Gardener certification to individuals who complete their certification requirements 

(education and service hours) in 2020.  

 Allow individuals who are unable to complete their certification requirements in 2020 (for whatever 

reason) the option of completing their certification requirements in 2021. These individuals would roll 

over any education and service credits accrued in 2020 into 2021. 

 Reduce the service hour and/or the education unit requirements, where the national guidance for the 

minimum service hour requirement and education unit requirement is 40 hours. 

 Graduation celebrations can be held for counties that are certifying or recertifying Master Gardener 

volunteers in 2020. If counties are not certifying or recertifying volunteers in 2020, you can still hold a 

fall potluck/celebration. Please note that whether or not in-person celebrations are held will depend 

upon guidance ~ at the time the celebration is being planned ~ from the state of Oregon, OSU, and 

OSU Extension related to events and gatherings. 

For Continuing / Recertifying Master Gardener Volunteers:  

Master Gardener Coordinators have the following options: 

 Certification requirements may be waived in 2020. If a Master Gardener had achieved the necessary 

education (10) and volunteer (20) hours to be recertified in 2020, they may also be recertified in 2021. 

However, if a Master Gardener did not recertify for 2020, they do not automatically become recertified 

in 2021. 

 Master Gardener Coordinators may also continue with their current recertification guidelines. 

~ Sonia Reagan   

This guidance comes from our statewide program coordinator on 4/2/2020. Updates to this will be provided as they become available. 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
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Ongoing: There is Still Time to Renew Our Membership Dues! 

It’s that time again… membership dues to the association are well, due!  With the office currently closed, 

Sonia cannot access the workroom to create a printed directory, but has now placed the online version on 

the CCMGA website (still time to get in printed directory!)  The fee is still just $10.00.  Please send your dues, 

payable to CCMGA, to our Treasurer, Brooke McClain, c/o 73860 Alder Grove Road, Clatskanie, OR, 97016. 

Re-cap: Volunteer Activities Still on Hold 

In these unprecedented times, it is truly heartbreaking to relay the directives that have been passed down 

from the State of Oregon, Oregon State University, and our statewide program coordinator that our volunteer 

activities are still on hold until further notice. Your program coordinators share your heartaches right now! 

The current directives from OSU are this: Through at least June 13th, any face-to-face Master Gardener 

classes, meetings, outreach activities, and events, including Master Gardener Conferences and plant sales 

should be cancelled or postponed. All face-to-face Master Gardener activities, events, and meetings are 

suspended pending further notice. 

Regretfully, the directives also specify that our in-person volunteer work is all postponed for the time being, 

and this includes work in the Demonstration Garden. We must honor the policy that OSU has set forth, and 

that of our sponsoring partner, the Columbia County Fairgrounds which are currently closed. All Master 

Gardeners also may not volunteer in the “Master Gardener” capacity in the community gardens at this time, 

as those activities will not be covered under the current directive, pending further notice. 

In addition, it has been agreed that all training, volunteer hours, re-certification and continuing education may 

roll over to the next year, for both trainees and active Master Gardeners alike. At this time, we are still actively 

providing an alternative way for the new trainees to complete their training in 2020, though they also have 

the option to rejoin the next in-person class.  

During this difficult time, the priority for all of us is to stay well. As 

heartbreaking as it is to let go of our normal expectations for this time of 

year, it is literally essential to save lives. In the words of our Regional 

Director, Wiley Thompson, “The work will be there when this difficult time 

has passed, but only will be relevant if those who can do the work are still 

here as well.” So true. Please stay home and stay safe until this has passed. 

Hang in there! We will get through this!  ~ Sonia Reagan 

 ** Stay in Touch! **   Be sure to follow the CCMGA Facebook page and the online Blog!   

Recent posts have included information about the “Grow This! Oregon Challenge”, pandemic gardening (and 

the history of), troublesome weeds and garden pests, patio & container gardens and more!  

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/columbiamga/volunteer-documents/
https://www.facebook.com/Columbia-County-Master-Gardeners-Association-586212215080283/
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/columbiamga/volunteer-documents/

