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June 2018 
 

THE GRAPEVINE 
Columbia County Master Gardener Program 

505 N. Columbia River Hwy, St. Helens OR 97051 

T: 503-397-3462 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/master-gardener-volunteer-program  

 

It has been decided to have a newsletter dedicated to just our 

membership/organization. This newsletter will be published once a month and will be 

edited by the President of the Columbia County Master Gardener’s Association. 

Please send any news items, pictures, etc. to Chuck Petersen @ 

chpete@centurytel.net by the 25th of every month. 

 
 

The President’s Corner 
 
Another month goes by and now we are on the cusp of Summer. May being the 
second driest month on record makes it look like we may also have a bad fire 
year as well. If you have not already done so, please look around your house 
and/or out buildings to insure that nothing that is or will be flammable is too 
close. Make sure you mulch where you can around plants as that helps retain 
moisture in the ground and saves water by using less and getting the same 
effect. 
 
July is coming next month and with that is the County Fair. Signup sheets to work 
the Fair in the Demo Garden will be circulated soon so please think about helping 
out. If you work a shift, you get in free that day as well as a parking pass so you 
get something besides the pleasure of other gardeners company. 
 
As the Fair is fast approaching, we are still in need of more volunteer help to 
make sure the garden is ready. Scheduled workdays are Monday and Wednesday 
10:00 AM to noon, please come and help. 
 
Lisa Brooke, Class of 2018, has come up with some ideas for the Demo Garden 
and she has listed them in an article in this Newsletter. I hope you all read her 
article and please chime in on her ideas for better or worse as we need more 
planning to keep the Garden growing and changing as it already has numerous 
times in the past.  That is all for this month, til next time keep it dirty. 
 

~ Chuck Petersen, Columbia County Master Gardener Association President 

 

Upcoming Events at the 

OSU Extension Office 

 
 
 

   June 7 
Project Planning Meeting 10:00 am 
Board Meeting 10:30 am 
 
June 7 
BugNutz 12:00 pm-3:00 pm 
 
June 28 
Chapter Meeting 6:30pm 
 
June 21 
BugNutz 12:00 pm-3:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

 Columbia County Master Gardeners Association 
 
 
 

CCMG Board of Directors 

 Chuck Petersen, President 

 Wes Bevans, Past President 

 Holly Erickson, Vice President 

 Brook McClain, Secretary 

 Kathy Johnson, Treasurer 

 LaVina Patterson, Historian 

 Amie Kopecky, OMGA Rep 

 Debbie Broberg, OMGA Alt. Rep 

 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/master-gardener-volunteer-program
mailto:chpete@centurytel.net
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*************************************************************************************** 

 

Scappoose Garden of Weed'in 

Like to weed?  No?  How about maintain growing plants?  Or harvest and 
distribute?  Join us Mondays and/or Thursdays.  We are working from 9 am - 
noon. The Scappoose garden is next to the Scappoose Community Center at 
33342 SW Meadow Drive, just off of 4th Street and there is plenty of room for 
everyone. 
 
Also, mark your calendar for the return of our GardenFest and Scappoose 
Community Center ice cream social, Saturday, August 25th. 
 
~ Deb Brimacombe  
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Bumble Bee Watch 
 
Here is a good citizen science project for those who want to learn more 
about the bees in your back yards and communities. Xerces has created an 
easy phone app that you can use to contribute photos of bumble bees. The 
app helps you decide which species you have photographed based on color 
variations. Once your photos are uploaded an expert will verify that you 
have made the correct identification. The best photos show the bee’s 
pollen carrying back legs, its face, thorax, and abdomen. You can 
contribute three photos for each bee submitted. Look up the app or check 
out their website if you want to contribute from your computer. 
 

~ Deb Brimacombe               https://www.bumblebeewatch.org 

 

*************************************************************************************** 
 

Scappoose Farmers’ Market 
 
The Scappoose Farmers’ Market opened May 19th and our demonstration schedule is set. Your help will be appreciated 
even if you don’t want to be responsible for a demonstration. 
 
In particular, we will be celebrating National Pollinator’s Week at the market, June 23rd. We would like to include 
children’s activities, but need help defining the activities and working at the market on the 23rd. 
 
Please join us. It is a good way to help people who are excited to learn about gardening, or just come and support the 

market.  ~ Deb Brimacombe  

 
 

Allen: amcmillan1095@gmail.com or Deb: bmixtus@gmail.com 
 

*************************************************************************************** 
 

 
With Thanks! 

 
We want to thank all the Master Gardeners who supported the raffle 
for Spring Fair. The raffle wouldn't be as successful as it is without your 
donations and support in selling raffle tickets. Thanks to all!  
 
~ Peggy Crisp, Raffle Chair 
 

 
 
 

Photo Credit: Allen McMillan 

Photo Credit: Vicki Putnam, “5,000 Tomato Plants for Sale!” 

https://www.bumblebeewatch.org/
mailto:amcmillan1095@gmail.com
mailto:bmixtus@gmail.com
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Quarterly Report from your OMGA Representative 
 

 
Two awards were given this year, Master Gardener of the Year - Linda Perry, and Behind the Scenes - Colleen DeLong.  
Twenty-one students completed the Master Gardener Volunteer Training program for 2018. We had five graduating 
students from our class of 2017.  
 
We had Seed to Supper classes in St. Helens, Scappoose, Rainier, Vernonia and Clatskanie. Our graduations included 14 
in St. Helens, 7 in Scappoose, 3 in Rainier, 6 in Vernonia and 15 in Clatskanie. 
 
The BugNutz took the bugs to the 1st and 2nd grade classes at Lewis and Clark in St. Helens, and a 4th grade class at 
McBride school in St. Helens. They had a Pollinator table at the Scappoose Bay Watershed Council Fall Plant Sale and an 
educational area at the MG Spring Plant Sale with the theme of Good Bug/Bad Bug featuring beetle banks. They took the 
insect collection to the Spring Plant Sale in Vernonia with a focus on bees. There were two presentations, one on Mason 
Bees for the Clatskanie Garden Club and an update about native bees for the St. Helens Daybreakers Kiwanis. Some of 
the members are also actively collecting for the Oregon Bee Atlas and BumbleBee Watch. 
 
There’s a lot of excitement as we are planting and producing in our community/food bank gardens in St. Helens, 
Scappoose, Rainier, Vernonia and Clatskanie.  
 
Spring Fair was a phenomenal sale out success with $783 in pepper sales, $7,140.76 in tomato sales and $1,547.90 in 
raffle sales.  
 
There is a lot of beauty to be seen and wedding photo opportunities to be had in our demo garden which is 
experimenting with the “three sisters” using corn, beans and squash in straw bales.  
 
~ Amie Kopecky, OMGA Rep. 
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Columbia County Master Gardener 
Demonstration Garden 

Contributed by: Lisa Brooke, Master Gardener class of 2018 

In the May 2018 Columbia County Master Gardener Newsletter 

‘The Grapevine,’ a note from President Chuck Petersen brought to 

light that with the dwindling numbers of volunteers over the last 

few years the existence of the Demonstration Garden at the 

Fairgrounds may be in jeopardy. Typically, only a handful of 

volunteers spend 2 hours on Monday and Wednesday mornings 

from 10-12 maintaining the Garden. Usually these are the same 

people each week and a few of these remarkably devoted volunteers have been at it for a decade. As a new Master 

Gardener interested in focusing my energies on the Demo Garden, these volunteers fill me with hope and inspiration 

that the Garden can be saved by developing a comprehensive 2-3 year plan that would reduce maintenance hours 

required, attracting volunteers with specialized interests and skills, and focusing on demonstrating the current topics 

covered in the OSU Master Gardener Handbook. The purpose of the Demonstration Garden in my view is to 

demonstrate to the public the concepts and good gardening practices 

that we as Master Gardeners have studied in our classes. Our mission is 

to be a conduit of science-based research information about home 

gardening between OSU and the general public. The Demo Garden by 

definition is a place of learning and teaching and I believe we can and 

should shift in that direction. 

The Columbia County Master Gardener Demonstration Garden located 

within the County Fair grounds was established on its current site in 

1988. The Garden has changed much throughout the years from the 

original large, totally rototilled vegetable garden to its current state that 

encompasses an array of beds and zones. Today’s Garden is 84’ x 125’ 

(10,500 square feet) and contains upwards of 25 separately defined 

beds and areas that 

create a great deal of 

maintenance.  

There are 12 raised beds successfully serving as annual themed 

demonstration plots; 2 large beautiful mixed perennial beds for sun 

and shade; a symmetrical garden based on a French Parterre style 

that contains many perennials including herbs, hybrid tea roses, and 

butterfly attracting plants; fruit trees; grapes; berries; a very large 

honeysuckle “room” with stone child-sized benches; fire resistant 

plants; 3-part composting bin; gravel hill for sedums; a bug hotel; a 

covered mason bee nesting area; 2 large wooden trellis-covered 

benches; 3 memorial benches; a memorial bed; and at least 4 
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additional separate memorial markers. There are bird nest boxes, a bat house, a butterfly house, several bird baths, 

muddy places for insects, several empty plots, and lastly, a lot of grass turf. 

I would like to make several suggestions on how the Garden may be updated and turned in a new direction with 

current OSU educational goals kept firmly in sight: 

1. New metal signage that indicates plant names, describes 
science-based concepts and practices, and identifies zones of 
interest. 
 

2. A permanent entrance sign that introduces the Garden to 
visitors and explains its purpose and connection to the Columbia 
County Master Gardener Assoc. 

 
3. Utilize the unused side of the existing kiosk in the Garden to 

share a pictorial history of the Garden since 1988, and 
encourage imagination of the future course of the Garden. 
 

4. Reduce maintenance requirements by absorbing 10-15 random beds without a strong focus into one large bed 
at the back 35 feet (3000 sq. ft.) serving as an example of how a home garden may look when integrating 

sustainable landscape design theory and practices.  
 
5. Utilize the beds around the Honeysuckle room as a Children’s 
Garden with plants that are touchable and interpretive signs for 
our youngest visitors. Gather existing OSU teaching material for 
children and create an educational program with laminated sheets 
to encourage exploration and keen observation within the Garden. 
Grow opportunities for children to visit and learn in the Garden. 
   
6. Eliminate or repair garden elements that are broken and/or are 
super high maintenance such as the water feature, one of the 
wooden benches, and the pipe trellis for the berry patch. 
 

7. Solicit Master Gardener members of various existing interest groups (bees 
and pollinators, vegetable and fruit growers, native plant nursery, 
composters, educators, and integrated pest management practitioners) to 
volunteer in the Garden and have a sense of ownership and responsibility of 
the teachable interpretive areas that address their topics of interest. 

 
8. Recreate the memorial garden to bring together and repair memorial stones 

in a respectful way.  
 

9. Replace some of the shrubs with native plants, of which there currently are 
virtually none.  
 

10. And concerning the grass... I suggest we replace much of the grass with mulches to reduce maintenance, and 

replant a level beautiful lawn with seed mix recommended by OSU with an interpretive a sign about how to 

keep it looking beautiful. 
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Breathing new life into the Demonstration Garden by recreating some areas and adapting sustainable landscape 

practices sounds like a tall order indeed. But, armed with a strong vision, a clear 2-3 year timeline, and a budget, I 

believe we can solicit grants and sponsorships to help fund these new projects. The active process of evolution will 

hopefully engage the extremely talented, generous, and enthusiastic Columbia County Master Gardeners to consider 

the Garden an exciting place to volunteer.  

Please attend the Thursday, June 7th meeting to share your thoughts about the future of the Garden! 

~ Lisa Brooke, Master Gardener class of 2018, MG Chesterfield County, Virginia class of 2005 
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June Chapter Meeting: Guest Speaker Introduction 

 

Debbie Fisher, Silver Star Vinery 

www.silverstarvinery.com 

 

Annual Open Garden~  July 14-15th, 9am to 6pm.  (360) 608-3720. 

Silver Star Vinery's Annual Open Garden and Clematis Sale is nearly 

here! Roy Nunn, a clematis breed from Cambridge, UK, will be here to 

hold some special sessions.  

How to find Silver Star Vinery: Take a beautiful drive up The East Fork 

of Lewis River, to 31805 NE Clearwater Drive, Yacolt, WA. 98675 

Please call ahead as they are not open daily to the public, and visits 

must be planned in advance. They love to host garden clubs and 

groups and can provide lunch arrangements.  

Walk among hundreds of clematis in our extensive Display Gardens or 

rest peacefully under the large Walnut tree as you sense nature’s 

quietness.  

 

 

 

 

*************************************************************************************** 
 

2018 Seed to Supper Classes Update 

 
Another successful and exciting spring. Thank you to everyone who volunteered, facilitators, mentors, coordinators. It 
takes a lot of dedication and inspiration to keep the classes exciting for six weeks. This year we also owe thanks to the 
weather for cooperating and allowing us time in the gardens. 
 
Heidi Cramer, one of the facilitators in Clatskanie, has created a FaceBook page for Columbia County Seed to Supper 
students, called ‘Seed to Supper~Columbia County’. It is an open forum where students can stay connected, share their 
experiences, and get advice. We hope to keep the enthusiasm going throughout the summer. 
 
~ Debi Brimacombe 
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Columbia County Master Gardeners Association 

Columbia County Master Gardeners Association 

Board Meeting Minutes 

May 3, 2018 

President Chuck Petersen 

A board meeting of the CCMGA was called to order at 10:25 a.m. on Thursday May 3, 2018 at the St. Helens OSU 
Extension office.  The President was in the chair and the secretary was present. 

 

Housekeeping: 

 

 Secretary’s Report – Minutes of April Board and Chapter Meetings - accepted 
 

 Treasurer’s Report – Packet dated 5/2/2018 provided and accepted 
 

 Correspondence – N/A 
 

Committee Reports 
 

 Spring Fair- Vendor fall reported – ask for witnesses – suggestion made to fill out an incident report and keep 
on file – Dennis assisted vendor so will be asked to provide statement 

o 1 no show vendor 
o Remaining 73 tomato plants donated to the food bank 

Next year action items: 
o Vendors observed helping selves to volunteer snacks in teacher lounge 
o Tomatoes not purchased – ensure “purchased sticker” is affixed to box 
o Order more peppers as space in truck allows 
o Coordinate prize call/raffle pick up appropriately 

 
 OMGA Rep – Quarterly report to be written in the next few weeks – topics to include Spring Fair, S2S, Demo 

Garden and 21 trainees who have completed MG program 

 
 CC Fairgrounds Garden – one of the roses died 

 

 Community Gardens – Rainier (HOPE) work starts weekly on Mondays at 10 a.m. – Lynn G is point person 

 

Old Business 

 Garden Directory update – LaVina – still gathering information from Garden Club 
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 Future of the Demo Garden – future sustainability presented to membership as ongoing discussion throughout 

2018 season – vote held in October 2018 

 

New Business 

 Hotline – formerly staffed by volunteers on Mondays at ext office – hasn’t been a sustainable project – currently 

N/A 

 Mini College (Correction G2)– award nominees - $300 for MG of the year to attend - $50 to be sent in for silent 

auction/door prize purchase 

 Saturday Market Schedule – Scappoose starts 5/19; Clatskanie starts 6/2 

 FB page garnering attention  

 Motion made to approve purchase of 1 – 2 shelves at $89.99 ea for the storage room – approved 

Meeting adjourned at 10:57 a.m. 

 

~ Brooke McClain, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oregon agriculture contributes over $4.8 billion to the economy. 
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Columbia County Master Gardeners Association 
 

Chapter Meeting Minutes 
 

May 24, 2018 
 

President Chuck Petersen 
 
 

“Recycling in Columbia County”   
Kathy Boutin-Pasterz coordinates waste disposal at the Columbia County Transfer Station. 

A variety of resources provided to keep the county safe and clean through trash collection and recycling programs. 
 
Thank you, Brooke and Larry, for providing our refreshments this evening! 
 
Business Meeting 
 

 Secretary Report – Minutes for April Chapter and May board meetings accepted 
 

 Treasurers Report – Account Balances as of 5/23/2018 accepted 
 

 Committee Reports  
o Spring Fair – to be presented at June meeting 
o CC Demo Garden – “weed bed” designated; Sonia submitted signage grant for $500 
o Seed to Supper – Scappoose, Rainier and Clatskanie reported as completed 
o HOPE of Rainier Garden – work party every Monday at 10am; radishes and lettuce harvested last 

week; half raised beds have been planted 
 

 Please continue to submit volunteer hours via electronic or hard copy 
 
Old Business 
We would like to hear from you Master Gardeners! 

 Newsletter contributions – send to Sonia for monthly Grapevine publication 
  

 Field Trip Ideas – send to President for board consideration 
 
New Business 

 Deer Stopper testimonial provided – 100% guaranteed and MG tested and approved for 2 seasons! 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 

~ Brooke McClain, Secretary 

 

 

Oregon mint growers sell to Colgate, Wrigley’s and Crest. 


