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November 2020 
 

THE GRAPEVINE 
OSU - Columbia County Master Gardener Program 

505 N. Columbia River Hwy, St. Helens OR 97051 

Phone: 503-397-3462 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/master-gardener-volunteer-program  

OMGA Newsletter: https://omga.org/newsletter/ 

 

It has been decided to have a newsletter dedicated to just our membership and local 

organization. This newsletter will be published once a month and will be edited by the 

President of the Columbia County Master Gardener’s Association and the Master 

Gardener Program Coordinator. Please send any news items, events, articles, pictures, 

etc. to Sonia @ Sonia.Reagan@oregonstate.edu by the 25th of every month. 

 
 

The Past President’s Corner 
 
As you will see later in this Newsletter we are having a speaker talk about growing olives. 
I was in One Green World a couple of years ago and saw olive trees for sale. I bought a 
couple and planted them to see how they would do. To my surprise I got olives this year 
so I know we can grow them but I would like to know more about how to increase the 
crop, harvesting and processing the fruit so I will be listening intently.  

The Demo Garden is shut down for the Winter and hopefully we will be able to be more 
active with less restrictions next year but we will see as the count on Corona Virus seems 
to going through the roof at this time.  

Many things have not gone as they have in the past this year and one is the search for 
volunteers to hold office for the Master Gardeners Association. Sandy Newman, board 
president, said she has called many members and had no luck in finding any takers. If you 
have any interest in any of the positions please let Sandy know. In another part of the 
newsletter a description of the duties is written out so if you have questions about what 
a position is responsible for please read up and see. If you think the Master Gardeners 
Association is doing well the way have gone then volunteer to help keep it that way. If 
you think it should have a new or even slightly different focus or direction step up and 
say so. Nothing changes unless people want a change and say so by stepping up and 
making that change. It may not always work but I can guarantee nothing will change if 
nothing is done and without an Executive Board the Association can cease to exist. 

Hope you get to our Zoom meeting until then Keep it Dirty. ~ Chuck Petersen  

 

Upcoming Events  
 

 

 
Nov 19th – via Zoom 
Chapter Meeting with Guest Speaker at 
6:30pm, see page 2 for details 
 
 
 

Past Issues of the Grapevine HERE 

 

 

Past Issues of the Country Living HERE 

 

 

Link to the OSU Online Resources and 

Publications - Searchable Directory: 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ 

 

 

 

 

 

    Columbia County Master Gardeners Association 

 

 

 

2020 CCMGA Executive Committee 

 Sandy Newman, President 

 Chuck Petersen, Past President 

 VACANT, Vice President 

 VACANT, Secretary 

 Brooke McClain, Treasurer 

 LaVina Patterson, Historian 

 Rachel Krager, OMGA Rep. 

 VACANT, OMGA Alt-Rep. 

 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/master-gardener-volunteer-program
https://omga.org/newsletter/
mailto:.Reagan@oregonstate.edu
mailto:.Reagan@oregonstate.edu
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/newsletter/grapevine-newsletter
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/newsletter/country-living-newsletter
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/Columbia-County-Master-Gardeners-Association-586212215080283/
https://www.facebook.com/Columbia-County-Master-Gardeners-Association-586212215080283/
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You can grow olives in Oregon!  

Guest Presentation by OSU Extension Agent, Javier Fernandez-Salvador  

November 19th 2020 - Presented via Zoom Video conference at 6:30pm 

* CCMGA Chapter Meeting to follow * 

 

When people think of Oregon, they typically 

don’t think of olive trees and olive oil 

production; that’s been the purview of the 

Mediterranean and our neighbor to the south, 

California. Javier Fernandez-Salvador, assistant 

professor of practice at North Willamette 

Research and Extension Center, believes 

Oregon’s growing environment produces 

exceptional olive oil and he is embarking on 

research to expand the nascent industry. 

Javier Fernandez-Salvador currently works at 

the Department of Crop and Soil Science, 

Oregon State University. Javier does research in 

berry, small fruit and tree fruit soil fertility and 

plant nutrition, mostly in organic production 

systems. His most recent publication is 'Changes 

in the Organic Blueberry Industry in Oregon 

2015-2016.' 

Register to attend the November 19th 

chapter meeting and guest presentation 

here: https://beav.es/oH6    

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

meeting. This meeting and guest presentation is open to the public – please invite your friends!  

Photo: Extension Agent Javier Fernandez-Salvador stands 
next to a three- to four-year-old olive tree planted in the 
field. He’s experimenting whether olive trees grow better 

planted in the ground as babies or potted and then 
transported to the field. Photo by Aliya Hall 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://beav.es/oH6
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 ~ CCMGA seeks self-nominations for board positions ~ 
 

The Columbia County Master Gardeners Association is accepting self-nominations for all board positions. 

Please reach out to your board president, Sandy Newman, at 503-621-3345, with your interest. Every non-

profit must have an active Board of Directors, Officers and Volunteer Members to support their operations 

throughout the year. Without this structure, the CCMGA cannot continue and a decision about the future of 

the chapter will need to be determined. Your 2020 board has been discussing ways to make serving as an 

officer more enticing and/or easier, and may include changing the day and/or time of the board meetings, 

reducing the number of meetings from monthly to bi-monthly or even quarterly, or soliciting help from board 

members of OMGA chapters in adjacent counties.  

A bit of history: excerpts from https://omga.org/history/  “In 1976 the seeds of the OSU Master Gardener 

Program were tenderly sown and carefully nourished and planted in the rich and diversified Oregon soil by 

OSU Extension Agents Gray Thompson (Clackamas County) and Duane Hatch (Lane County). These founding 

pioneers and other Oregon Extension Agents recognized the importance of dispersing horticultural education 

when combined with the efforts of trained perennial master gardener volunteers. This history reminisces and 

digs deep into the past.” 

For 44 years, the OMGA and the OSU Master Gardener Program have been “deepening roots, growing strong 

and branching out into many areas of service in counties throughout the state of Oregon. OMGA and the 

Oregon Master Gardener Program have a strong root system that is reflected in the bumper crop and 

bountiful harvest of outstanding accomplishments and achievements.”  

OMGA county chapter leadership structure generally is as follows: President, Vice President, Treasurer, 

Secretary, Past President, Representative OMGA Board of Directors, Alt. Rep. OMGA Board of Directors, and 

Members at Large - often more than one (and who are voting members of chapter’s board). Chapter bylaws 

and policies often mirror the OMGA structure. Leadership is an important facet of accomplishing an 

association’s mission. Responsibilities may also be assigned to chapter committee chairs/co-chairs. Strong 

effective leaders supply a myriad of chapter functions, including:  

 Furnish clear concise communication in outlining responsibilities  

 Familiarization with OMGA and chapter bylaws, policies/motions  

 Practice a team/partnership concept in accomplishing tasks  

 Provide encouragement/support/mentoring/teaching as needed  

 Express thanks to individuals involved in projects/programs  

 Offer access to training opportunities/classes/seminars – online sites  

 Show energetic enthusiasm and a sense of humor  

 

If these responsibilities sound like something you would like to volunteer for, please reach out to Sandy soon. 

Remember, your time spent in leadership counts toward your volunteer hours, and you will be so appreciated! 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://omga.org/history/
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CCMGA Board Positions 
 
From the Columbia County Master Gardener™ Association By-laws: Article V – Officers and Duties  
 
Section 1: Officers of the Chapter shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, State 
Representative and an Alternate and Past President. These officers shall perform the Chapter duties prescribed by these 
Bylaws and parliamentary authority (Robert’s Rules of Order, latest edition).  
 
Section 2: President: The President shall preside at Chapter and Executive Board meetings; shall appoint all committees; 
is ex-officio member of all committees except the nominating committee. As ex-officio member, the President has the 
same rights as the other committee members but is not obligated to attend meetings and is counted in determining a 
quorum; however, committee chairs shall keep the President informed of their actions. The President shall serve as Past 
President immediately following the term as President until succeeded.  
 
Section 3: Vice President: The Vice President shall assist the President in the conduct of Chapter business and at the 
Chapter meetings. The Vice President shall preside at Chapter meetings in the absence of the President. If the President 
resigns or is removed, the Vice-President automatically fills the vacancy for the unexpired term.  

Section 4: Secretary: The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the regular and Executive Board meetings; and in the 
absence of the President and Vice President, act in their stead. The secretary shall assist the President in conducting 
general correspondence that is not a function of the other officers or committees; shall maintain attendance records 
and keep committee reports; shall keep the calendar of events; perform related duties as requested by the President. 
At least one day before Board Meeting distribute previous meeting minutes to the Board along with the current 
month’s agenda. Using the list of required annual actions by specific board members found in these bylaws include a 
timely reminder in meeting agenda.  

Section 5: Treasurer: The Treasurer shall have the custody of the Chapter funds and shall keep full, accurate account of 
receipts/disbursements in books belonging to the Chapter. The Treasurer shall deposit all monies in the Chapter account 
designated by the Executive Board. The Treasurer shall disburse funds in accordance with the approved budget or as 
directed by the President, or by the action of the Board, and shall provide a report of all the transactions and of the 
financial condition of the Chapter at each regular meeting/Executive Board meeting. The Treasurer shall call for budgets 
in September and present the proposed budget to the Board in October. The board-approved budget will be voted on at 
the October Member meeting. The Treasurer will maintain the Member Roster. The Treasurer shall serve without bond.  
 
Section 6: State Representative: The State Representative shall attend the state OMGA meetings and has the authority 
to represent the Chapter and vote on those state issues that may affect the Chapter. In the absence of the State 
Representative, the Alternate shall assume this same authority. The State Representative/Alt shall report to the Chapter 
at the next regular meeting following a state meeting, any action, activities or business that will affect the Chapter.  
 
Section 7: Historian: The Historian shall be responsible for documenting the history of the Chapter activities through 
photographs and written materials. The Historian shall maintain the Chapter Scrap Book and make it available to the 
Chapter, and will provide the State OMGA Historian with Chapter materials for the State OMGA Historical Scrap Book.  
 
Section 8: Past President: Past President shall provide assistance to the President as needed for guidance, transition, and 
continuity of Chapter business. The Past President shall insure that all relevant and necessary materials are passed on to 
the President.  

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://osu-wams-blogs-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/blogs.dir/3378/files/2020/11/BYLAWS-OF-CCMGA_with-2018-Amendments.pdf
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Message from the OMGA President, Chris Rusch:  “Thanks to all who participated in our OMGA Quarterly 

meeting on November 6th via Zoom. We had over 37 participants! 

We had an informative update from Gail regarding our Master Gardener activities. Her 4th quarter report is 

largely covered by the recent Annual Statewide MG Program address, which can be accessed via this link: 
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/2020/10/30/celebrate-oregon-master-gardener-week-day-5-statewide-program-update/ 

Also we discussed the dilemma of OMGA recruitment.  As most of you know we are still facing some vacancies 

on our Executive Board and other important “heads of committees” positions. Most notable, our President 

Elect position remains vacant. Our Gardener’s Pen Newsletter needs a new editor. If we want to remain 

relevant and viable as an organization, we need to be able to have a strong executive board to keep up with 

the needs of our organization. Please contact me if you are available to serve. 

Sue and Eric and their hard-working committee have put together an excellent program to look forward to for 

our first virtual mini-college in 2021, so make sure to MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  We are very excited to be able 

to reach more Oregon gardeners using this venue. Stay tuned as details are developed. 

The BOD voted to eliminate the collection of OMGA dues for 2021. It was felt that this will help those Chapters 

that are short of revenue due to the Covid restrictions and especially not being able to have the biggest fund 

raiser of all in 2020 Plant Sales! Chapters can collect their usual dues, but save on the $7 per member 

requirement to OMGA. Enjoy! 

Our Annual Retreat will be held December 1 from 1:30 to 4.  We will have a panel of Plant Sale coordinators 

from around the state discuss how they are approaching their 2021 Plant Sales. We will also develop some 

goals for OMGA 2021.  All are welcome. 

We covered many other important topics. Please look for our minutes and OMGA Quarterly Reports on our 

website soon. I have attached the 2021 OMGA Budget and our Goals for 2020 that we will update at our 

retreat. 

Thank you everyone for your patience and support. Take care of each other.” 

Chris Rusch, OMGA President 

crusch@hughes.net 

541-825-3837 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/2020/10/30/celebrate-oregon-master-gardener-week-day-5-statewide-program-update/
mailto:crusch@hughes.net
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Thank you to everyone who participated in or helped to spread the word about last week's 

'Celebrate Oregon's Master Gardeners' event. Over 640 people participated in at least one 

event or activity! 
 

Since this was the first time we've put together this type of event, it would be helpful to have feedback on 

how it was received ~ including any barriers that might have prevented Master Gardeners from participating. 

 

Could you please take a moment to complete this short survey? 

Follow this link to the Survey: Take the Survey 

 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://oregonstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_daI8EQRB7gBXAI5?Q_DL=3C4dIIqv5bwvlq3_daI8EQRB7gBXAI5_MLRP_2nvRpQwygNBrMIR&Q_CHL=email

