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Provided to you by the 

OSU Extension Service Columbia County 

505 N. Columbia River Hwy, St. Helens OR 97051 

Phone: 503.397.3462  ▪  Fax: 503.397.3467 

Email: Chip.Bubl@oregonstate.edu 
Office hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Website: http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/ 

October 2018 
 

Listen to the Gardening Spot on KOHI (1600 am) radio - Every Saturday, 8:05 to 8:15 a.m. 
 

Oct. 2 ............ Scappoose Bay Watershed Council  7:00 p.m.  57420 Old Portland Rd in Warren 

Oct. 4 ............ Master Gardener™ Board Meeting Project Planning @ 10am, Board Mtg @ 10:30 

Oct. 6 ............ Salmon Festival  10 a.m. – 5 p.m.  Hawkins Park, Vernonia.  FREE fun family event! 

Oct. 9 ............ Lower Columbia River Watershed Council  7:00 p.m. Clatskanie PUD, 495 Hwy 30 

Oct. 13 .......... SBWC Nursery Fall Native Plant Sale  9 a.m.-3 p.m. Behind Scappoose High School 

Oct. 13 .......... Bigleaf Maple Tree & Syrup Workshop   9 a.m.  OSU Extension Service Classroom 

Oct. 15 .......... Beekeeping Workshop    6:00 p.m.   Carpentry Special!   OSU Extension Service 

Oct. 17 .......... Columbia Soil & Water Conservation District 7 pm 57420 Old Portland Rd, Warren 

Oct. 24 ......... Mycology in Columbia County with Jordan Weiss 6:30 p.m. OSU Extension Service  

Oct. 25 ......... Master Gardener™ Chapter Meeting  6:30 p.m.  OSU Extension Service: Guest             

Speaker from Xera Plants, Inc. of Portland to discuss low-water use plants 

 

 

 
 

 

 Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources, Family and Community Health, 4-H Youth, Forestry & Natural Resources, and 
Extension Sea Grant programs. Oregon State University, United States Department of Agriculture, and Columbia County 
cooperating. The Extension Service offers its programs and materials equally to all people. 

                           

Chip Bubl, OSU Extension Faculty, Agriculture 

 

 

Country Living 
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In the garden 
 

Purchased compost concerns 
 

This has been a summer of compost complaints. A 

lot of people built raised beds and filled them with 

various soil and compost blends for sale locally. 

But some of the vegetables don’t do well. I think 

several things may be going on, either individually 

or together. 
 

First, mixes where the “soil” portion is mostly 

sharp sand will be very hard to keep moist. 

Excessive drainage in 90 degree weather is hard on 

seedlings and actively growing young plants. Older 

plants will have 

deeper root systems 

and may be able to 

get enough water to 

survive. A good soil 

mix will have some 

topsoil mixed in. 

But here is a 

complication. Not 

all topsoil is 

suitable for raised 

bed mixes. High 

clay content topsoil 

can lead to poor 

drainage, just what 

you were trying to 

get away from 

when you put in raised beds. In any case, you 

should look at the compost mix before you 

purchase it, get the formula for the mix they are 

using, and see and feel the other components, 

especially the topsoil. 
 

The second issue revolves around herbicide 

residues in compost. That was common ten years 

ago when landscape contractors were collecting 

grass clippings from lawns sprayed with a very 

persistent herbicide. They can no longer take those 

clipping to compost yards but have to leave them 

on the lawn. That has resolved much of the issue. 

However, I think, based on some plant injury I 

have seen, herbicide residues are sometimes 

present, just far less common. One test is to take 

some of the compost mix, plant cucumbers and 

peas in a pot indoors, and watch them grow for 

about three weeks. If they do well, you are 

probably free of herbicide issues. 
 

The final concern is compost and nitrogen. This is, 

by far, the most common source of the problems 

people see.  First, fully composted material doesn’t 

have much nitrogen to offer your crops. It is great 

for soil tilth and provides some minerals. But you 

will, every year, have to add four tenths of a pound 

(.4#) of “actual” nitrogen per 100 square feet of 

bed for your vegetables to grow well. The first 

number on a fertilizer 

bag, either organic or 

conventional sources, 

is the percent actual 

nitrogen. If using an 

organic source with a 

first number of “5” 

you would need .4/.05 

= 8 pounds of the 

fertilizer per 100 

square feet, worked in 

evenly before 

planting. 
 

But here is where it 

gets complicated. If 

the compost is “immature” you will need a lot 

more N. I have seen very immature compost in 

some blends. When it is mixed with the topsoil and 

gets some water, the composting process restarts. 

The tiny composting organisms grab all the free N 

into their busy little bodies and your vegetables 

can’t get at it until some starts releasing in mid-

summer. So you have to almost double the amount 

of N applied to feed both your vegetables and the 

composting universe under the ground. I would 

split the applications with half at the beginning and 

half around early July. 
 

     If you still have questions, please contact me. 
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Sodding raccoons 

 

Raccoons are notorious for rolling freshly placed 

lawn sod. They think they are looking for insect 

larvae, and just often enough, they find them. The 

main species they seek are the crane fly and sod 

webworm larvae. I 

believe that they also 

feed on earthworms if 

they can find them. At 

this stage, there are no 

soft crane fly larvae 

but there may be some 

“capsuled” ones (also 

attractive) that are 

changing into adults 

which soon will 

emerge to mate. There 

could be some sod webworms, though those aren’t 

all that common. However, new sod shouldn’t have 

either. I think it is often entertainment for these 

very bright animals. All this begs the questions 

about how to control the damage.  

 

Some homeowners have placed temporary netting 

or chicken wire tightly pinned with home-made 12 

gauge wire “U” clips over a newly sodded area. 

Others have used the motion detector sprinklers, 

readily available from garden centers and large 

hardware stores, which raccoons don’t seem to 

like. Since most of the damage is done in the night, 

people often aren’t aware of what is happening 

until they have pushed down the lawn many times. 

Once the lawn really roots, it can’t be pulled up 

like that. Then raccoons, and also skunks, roam 

across the lawn pulling up little divots, looking for 

their meal. But that is far less destructive than sod 

rolling. Removing food sources for raccoons 

(especially pet food) will lower their interest in 

your yard. 

 

Hop to it 
 

With Oregon the micro-beer capital of the 

universe, it is no surprise that there is a lot of 

interest in growing hops. There are a group of 

Columbia County residents with considerable 

experience in growing and using hops. Look for a 

program on the topic sometime this spring. 

Meanwhile, there is an excellent publication from 

OSU called Growing Hops in the Home Garden.   

It is available online at: 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9115 . 

 

Hard cider is also rolling with a number of home 

and commercial farms adding cider apples and 

pears to their cropping mix. There is a good WSU 

publication on hard cider but it costs $11.  As I 

write this, it is clear that we should probably cover 

both topics on the same day. Stay tuned.  

 

Fall webworms mostly gone, yellow 

jackets to follow 
 

Most of the fall webworms nests have emptied. We 

got several calls about the hairy caterpillars 

crawling up foundations and house walls looking 

for places to cocoon and overwinter. They were 

clearly on the verge of making some very bad life 

choices since, if they get into a house, they are 

hard-pressed to know how to get out.  

 

Will we have the same infestation (or worse) next 

year? History says no but if the winter and spring 

weather is perfect for their survival, it could be 

interesting. Yellow jacket nests are also ebbing and 

it quite possible you will start running into 

pregnant queens in wood piles or other places to 

winter shelter. You can kill them, but be aware that 

team “yellow jacket” killed a lot of fall webworms 

this year. Nature is nothing if not amazingly 

complex and constantly evolving. 

 

 

Fruit and nut topics 
 

  There is such an abundance of fruit this year. 

Harvest and preserve what you can and take the 

remaining fruit that is still in good eating quality to 

your local Food Banks. For fall fruit preservation 

information, please contact our office. 
 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9115
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   You can do some pruning now, especially to 

remove limbs that are dead, dying, or really in the 

wrong place. Cherry pruning in dry weather is 

better than pruning in the winter when it is so wet. 

Copper sprays for apple anthracnose, a disease that 

can cause big lesions on some apple tree limbs, can 

be done now and again in mid-October.  

 

  We had significant amounts of walnut husk fly 

damage. This is a small fly that lays eggs on the 

husk. The eggs 

hatch into small 

maggots that 

burrow all through 

the husk, turning it 

into a slimy mess. 

The damage stains 

the surface of the 

walnut shell but 

doesn’t damage the 

kernel inside. All 

the walnuts you 

don’t harvest need to be buried or burned to reduce 

the walnut husk fly population for next year.  

 

There are few homeowner options for effectively 

spraying trees as large as walnuts. Harvest the nuts 

as they fall, remove the worst of the husk, and dry 

the nuts at temperatures of about 100-110 degrees. 

Warmer temperatures can damage the oils in both 

walnuts and filberts (hazelnuts) giving them an off 

taste. All need to be dried to keep them from 

molding. Walnuts are prone to infestations of the 

Indian meal moth, which is a household pantry 

pest. Store dried nuts in a tight container. Some 

people shell all the nuts first, dry them, and store 

the fully dried nuts in freezer bags for later use. 

 

A final nut topic has to do with squirrels, crows, 

and Scrub and Stellar’s jays and their impact on nut 

harvest. These native species have a keen sense of 

when a nut has a full kernel and when it is “blank” 

inside. They pick them up, judge the weight, and 

discard the light ones. They then fly to a suitable 

location to crack the full ones. That can leave you 

with a bunch of “blanks” on the ground. Your 

assumption is that something is wrong with the 

tree. Not so. There will always be a few blanks. 

What you have is a left-over nut fall pre-selected 

by our wild friends. Harvest early and often to beat 

them to the best nuts.  

 

Walnut Picture: Clean Public Domain  

 

 

Tangled roots 
 

Some plants don’t play well in a 

neighborhood. Non-“clumping” bamboo 

is widely known for its ruthless spreading 

habits. So are black locusts, quaking 

aspens, some cherry rootstocks, and 

others that can make thickets of clones. 

These habits lead to several vexing 

questions. First, can you treat sprouts 

appearing on your side of a fence from a 

neighbor’s tree with an herbicide that has 

the potential to kill the tree that produced 

them? This is sticky, with lawsuits going both 

ways, i.e. yes, it is ok, and no, it is not if the tree 

got killed. Talk to your attorney before you embark 

on this path. 
 

Second, if everyone agrees that the suckers are 

horrible, can they be controlled without hurting the 

tree? That path isn’t easy or sure. Some suckers 

can be affected with low concentrations of certain 

herbicides but variations of timing and individual 

tree sensitivity to a particular product makes 

predicting actual results on both the tree and the 

suckers difficult. Perpetual sucker removal can 

sometimes slow the output. 
 

The final option is cutting down the tree and 

treating the cut surface with either a glyphosate or 

triclopyr containing herbicide within 20 minutes or 

so of cutting.  This can be very effective in killing 

both re-sprouting on the trunk and from the roots.  
 

It really is the owner’s responsibility to take care of 

the problem, but that help isn’t always 

forthcoming. 
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~ OCTOBER ~   
 

Garden hints from your OSU Extension Agent 

 
 

OSU Extension Service encourages sustainable gardening practices. Preventative pest management is emphasized over reactive pest 
control. Identify and monitor problems before acting, and opt for the least toxic approach that will remedy the problem.  First 
consider cultural, and then physical controls. The conservation of biological control agents (predators, parasitoids) should be favored 
over the purchase and release of biological controls. Use chemical controls only when necessary, only after identifying a pest problem, 
and only after thoroughly reading the pesticide label. Least-toxic choices include insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils, botanical 
insecticides, organic and synthetic pesticides — when used judiciously. Recommendations in this calendar are not necessarily 
applicable to all areas of Oregon. For more information, contact your local OSU Extension Service office. 

Planning 

 If needed, improve soil drainage needs of lawns before rain begins.  

Maintenance and Clean Up 

 Drain or blow out your irrigation system, insulate valve mechanisms, in preparation of winter. 

 Recycle disease-free plant material and kitchen vegetable and fruit scraps into compost. Don’t compost diseased plants 

unless you are using the "hot compost" method (120° to 150°F).  

 Use newspaper or cardboard covered by mulch to discourage winter & spring annual weeds or remove a lawn area for 

conversion to garden beds. For conversion, work in the paper & mulch as organic matter once the lawn grass has died.   

 Clean and paint greenhouses and cold frames for plant storage and winter growth.  

 Harvest sunflower heads; use seed for birdseed or roast for personal use.  

 Dig and store potatoes; keep in darkness, moderate humidity, temperature about 40°F. Discard unused potatoes if they 

sprout. Don’t use as seed potatoes for next year.  

 Harvest and immediately dry filberts and walnuts; dry at 95° to 100°F.  

 Ripen green tomatoes indoors. Check often and discard rotting fruit.  

 Harvest and store apples; keep at about 40°F, moderate humidity.  

 Place mulch over roots of roses, azaleas, rhododendrons and berries for winter protection.  

 Trim or stake bushy herbaceous perennials to prevent wind damage.  

 To suppress future pest problems, clean up annual flower beds by removing diseased plant materials, overwintering 

areas for insect pests; mulch with manure or garden compost to feed the soil and suppress weeds.  

 Cover asparagus and rhubarb beds with a mulch of manure or compost.  

 Clean, sharpen and oil tools and equipment before storing for winter.  

 Store garden supplies and fertilizers in a safe, dry place out of reach of children.  

 Prune out dead fruiting canes in raspberry and train and prune primocanes of raspberry 

 Harvest squash and pumpkins; keep in dry area at 55° to 60°F.  

 If necessary (as indicated by soil test results) and if weather permits, spade organic material and lime into garden soil.  

Planting/Propagation 

 Dig & divide rhubarb. (Do about every 4 years.) Propagate chrysanthemums, fuchsias, geraniums by stem cuttings.  

 Plant garlic for harvesting next summer. Plant ground covers and shrubs.  

 Save seeds from the vegetable and flower garden. Dry, date, label, and store in a cool and dry location.  

 Dig and store geraniums, tuberous begonias, dahlias, gladiolas.  

 Pot and store tulips and daffodils to force into early bloom, indoors, in December and January.  

Pest Monitoring and Management 

 Monitor landscape plants for problems. Don’t treat unless a problem is identified.  

 Remove and dispose of windfall apples that might be harboring apple maggot or codling moth larvae.  

 Rake and destroy diseased leaves (apple, cherry, rose, etc.), or hot compost diseased leaves.  

 Spray apple and stone fruit trees at leaf fall to prevent various fungal and bacterial diseases. Control lawn weeds while 

they are small. Hand weeding and weeding tools are particularly effective at this stage. 

 If moles and gophers are a problem, consider traps.  

Houseplants and Indoor Gardening 

 Early October: Reduce water, place in cool area (50-550F) and increase time in shade or darkness (12-14 hours) to 

force Christmas cactus to bloom in late December.  

 Place hanging pots of fuchsias where they won't freeze. Don't cut back until spring.  

 Check/treat houseplants for disease and insects before bringing indoors. 

 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/locations.php
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Weed of the month: Bull thistle 

(Cirsium vulgare) 
 

Bull thistle is a very common weed. It is easily 

found in pastures, gardens, logging clearcuts, and 

along roadways. It needs somewhat disturbed 

ground to grow but cannot tolerate yearly 

fall/spring tillage. 
 

Bull thistle is a 

biennial, which means 

that it starts to grow in 

one year, overwinters 

as a visible rosette, and 

flowers the following 

summer. The rosettes 

are very obvious now. 

They are flattened to 

the ground, hairy, 

green/grey in color, 

and quite spiny.  Bull 

thistle cannot spread 

by root pieces like 

Canada thistle, only 

seed. 
 

As temperatures warm in the spring, these thistles 

start to develop with a vengeance. A bull thistle 

taproot can grow three feet deep in fertile soil. 

The floral stalks can easily reach 5 feet tall. The 

large flowers are 1-2 inches across and usually 

deep purple though pink shades are not 

uncommon. The floral bases are covered in 

spines. There is an abundance of rich nectar in the 

flowers. Not surprisingly, there are many 

pollinators including a variety of bees, butterflies, 

flies, and possibly, ants.  Cross pollination is 

required.  
 

About 4000 seeds are produced by each plant. 

They come equipped with a “pappus” which 

allows them to float away in the wind. A good 

portion of the seeds end up within 3-5 feet of the 

plant but others are moved by wind, vehicles, 

livestock and other animals, ants, birds (the 

goldfinches love them), equipment, and, 

especially, hay contaminated with seed. The seed 

has little dormancy and most of them are capable 

of germinating as soon as autumn rain starts. Bull 

thistle seed is short-lived (3-4 years in most 

situations). Once the seeds have flown, the plant 

dies. In rare cases, a cut bull thistle may revert to 

a rosette and come back the following year. 
 

In many pastures, bull thistles are 

only an occasional problem with one 

here and one there widely dispersed. 

However, more closely grazed 

pastures allow opportunity for more 

bull thistles. A less vigorous grass 

stand is not a good competitor and 

many weeds, including thistle, can 

capture ground.  Once a thistle 

germinates, livestock leave it alone. 

The spines on the leaves are quite a 

grazing deterrent. All livestock will 

eat the floral heads, very carefully, 

to get at that sweet nectar. Goats 

have made an art form out of 

grazing bull thistle heads, carefully 

bending their heads to the side to 

remove the flower and avoid the 

spines. It is entertaining. 
 

Management starts (and ends) with prevention. 

Since bull thistle is a biennial, improving the 

vigor of your pasture will dramatically reduce 

their number.  Good rotation grazing in the spring 

and careful or no grazing in the winter will help. 

So will fertilizing in both the fall and springtime 

to stimulate the grass. 
 

While herbicides are the key to managing the 

perennial Canada thistle, herbicides are at best a 

temporary solution to bull thistle. High quality 

pasture management is your first job. That said, 

there are a number of products available that are 

effective on the rosette stage, either in the fall or 

spring. Read and follow all label instructions 

when using any of these products.  
 

There are few medicinal or culinary uses for this 

poor tasting plant. 
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The natural landscape 
 

Tidy isn’t always best 
 

Many living things count on the disorder of life 

and death to survive. For example, a significant 

number of tiny bees use dead stems to lay their 

eggs in. I first 

noticed this years 

ago when a potted 

outdoor Brugmansia 

died in a very cold 

winter. There were 

some remaining flat-

cut semi-woody 

stems that were 

quickly bored and 

occupied by little 

bees. Carpenter bees will make holes into the soft 

pith of dead cut rose stems to lay their eggs. They 

can’t bore into living wood and do no damage at 

all to the rose. Many other plants in your garden 

have semi-woody stems that could be attractive to 

pollinators. Gardeners have been known to 

harvest suitable dead stems and 

put them in sheltered containers 

to be found by the bees in the 

spring.  
 

There is some serious research 

going on to identify all the wild 

bees we have. Many have very 

specific requirements. One wild 

bee enthusiast in Washington County has created 

blocks with holes of many diameters and 

Plexiglas viewing ports to watch them. He has 

discovered a number of species not known to be 

in Oregon. For those of you with an interest in 

bee identification and attention to detail, there 

will be a wild bee pollinator one-day workshop 

either this November or next spring to train 

people to contribute samples to the state bee atlas.  

Watch the newsletter for more information.   

 

Pictures: bee borer from beewatchin blog,       

and fennel from Wikipedia. 

 

When trees age 
 

Natural forests are complex in both age classes 

and species.  Trees go through life stages over 

extended time horizons. Within a stand, there 

may be many age classes from young shade 

tolerant seedlings to mature trees. As trees 

weaken, they begin to support a whole 

new population of insects, birds, 

mammals and other species. 
 

Holes are dug in the bark by 

woodpeckers and many other bird 

species in search of insects or to develop 

nesting sites. Thinning trees serve as 

perches for raptors. Woodpeckers drum 

on the trees to assert territorial rights. 
 

As the tree center rots, and the top 

breaks out, species adapted to those sites will 

begin to colonize them. Vaux swifts use hollow 

tree trunks (once they look like chimneys) to 

build their nests. The lack of such long-standing 

trees in our modern forests have pushed swifts 

into the urban landscape and fireplace chimneys 

as a substitute. Bear, fox 

and coyotes are among 

the many mammals that 

like a hollowed out tree 

for shelter. 
 

Ultimately, the tree 

topples. As it rots, it 

provides a whole new set 

of species with cover and food. As it decays, the 

tree slowly releases the minerals locked up in its 

wood. The tree incubates almost uncountable 

numbers of fungal, bacterial, and insect species.  

After a period of time (and it is different between 

species) the tree is broken down enough to 

become as fertile bed for new seedlings of many 

of the species found in that forest. 
 

Dead wood is important. Don’t feel that it all 

needs to be cleaned up. Leave snags if they won’t 

damage anything if they fall. And take some time 

to observe the teeming life found in dead and 

dying wood. 
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Farm and livestock notes 
 

Fall livestock calendar  
 

Provide ewes extra feed prior to breeding. This is 

called “flushing” and it encourages twin lambs 

next spring. Feed the ram to get him in good 

condition for breeding.  Consider shearing ewes 

by mid-November to allow them to shake water 

off easier and make the udders easier for the new 

lambs to find.  
 

Talk to your vet about internal parasite 

management if you are not on a regular program. 
 

Treat tansy ragwort (the 

plants that will bloom 

next summer), 

blackberries, Scotch 

broom, and Canada 

thistle during our dry 

fall days. If you have 

unknown weeds, bring 

some to the Extension 

office for identification. 
  

Cull cows that were open, that gave birth but 

didn’t wean a calf, that are unsound, that 

produced a poor quality calf, and/or ones that are 

very difficult to manage. 
 

Have enough hay for a 125-150 day feeding 

period. Consider testing the hay to see if you need 

supplemental protein. Save the best hay for the 

30-60 days before calving or lambing. 
 

Learn to condition score your animals to see if 

some animals are losing significant weight. 

Provide extra feed and care for those animals. 

Have enough bunk feeding space so that all the 

animals get a chance to eat their fill. Shy animals 

can be bossed around so much that they lose 

weight. Slant opening feed bunks that you can 

build or retrofit help. They also reduce hay waste.  
 

Vaccinate and wean calves (gently, with fence-

line weaning methods if possible). Try to get 

dehorning and castrating done several weeks 

before weaning. Get the cows up-to-date on their 

vaccinations. 
 

Try to reduce the mud around your winter feeding 

areas by guttering your barn to move roof water 

away from livestock traffic. Consider building a 

drier feeding area with geotextile fabrics, rock, 

and gravel. 
 

Build a good “working chute” in case your 

animals need veterinary care. Many vets won’t 

work on livestock if animals can’t be reasonably 

immobilized while they are examining them or 

giving them treatments. 
 

Give your pastures time to rest 

before next spring. Continuous 

grazing will profoundly restrict the 

potential of your grass to start 

growing early next spring and to 

produce what it could. 
 

Treat for cattle grubs before October 

15th. 
 

Start feeding magnesium in 

December to prevent grass tetany in 

the spring. Talk to your vet about a method that 

fits your operation. 
 

Watch out for respiratory issues that are more 

common when we have warm days and colder 

nights.  Look at your livestock every day. Isolate 

animals that may have problems, give them good 

feed, and call for vet assistance if they don’t 

quickly respond. 
 

Watch for signs of lice or coccidiosis as animals 

become more confined in the winter. 
 

 
 

The farm property tax deferral 
 

How does it work? I get a lot of questions about 

how the farm deferral (“green belt”) program 

operates. The Columbia County Assessor 

administers the program and is the best source for 

detailed information. 
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What land is eligible? Any land being farmed is 

potentially eligible. If the land is zoned Exclusive 

Farm Use (EFU) aka PA-38, it will automatically 

qualify. All you will have to do is file once and 

show evidence of farm activity. You will not have 

to meet a farm income test. Other non-EFU rural 

land must meet a farm income test to keep the 

deferral. 
 

 

What is the farm income test? 
 

6.5 acres or less:    $650 total 

6.51 acres – 29.99 acres:  $100/acre 

30 acres or more:   $3,000 

 
 

You must be able to demonstrate this income 3 

out of the last 5 years to apply. You will be 

required to provide your IRS Farm Schedule F. 

Exceptions to the annual income test are made for 

crops planted that won’t produce income for a 

time like orchards or Christmas trees, by the 

Assessor. 
 

Feeder cattle or other feeder livestock income is 

calculated by subtracting the purchase price from 

the selling price. Farm rentals and crop share 

agreements must provide adequate income to 

meet the per acre test. Horse boarding and 

breeding generally counts as farm income (this 

was not always the case). Once you are accepted 

into the farm deferral program, you will be asked 

to recertify your farm income on a regular basis. 
 

Is the home site eligible for deferral?  Only in 

very specific circumstances. A home site is the 

one acre that surrounds a home. Generally, it will 

not benefit from the farm deferral and will be 

assessed at the prevailing “true” value for a home 

site of similar qualities in the area. It can be 

classed as an “ag site” and eligible for a lower 

assessed value if it is either (1) In an Exclusive 

Farm Use zone and you receive much of your 

income from farming; or (2) In a non-EFU area 

and almost all of your income comes from 

farming. The Assessor will ask to see your 

income tax returns to verify your claim. 

What if you stop farming your land?  The farm 

use deferral artificially lowers the assessed value 

and thus the property tax paid on that land. A 

typical ten acres in Warren might have an 

assessed value of $20-50,000/acre with no 

deferral. Under the farm deferral, you might have 

an assessed value of between $250-600 per acre 

depending on soil capability class. You could 

easily save $2-4,000 per year in taxes. Ask the 

Assessor to calculate the impact for you.  If land 

under a deferral goes out of farming, you may be 

liable for back taxes for a period not to exceed 

five years.  This is complicated and you should 

discuss your situation with the Assessor. 
 

Is the farm deferral worth it?  It depends on 

whether you are farming for income, for pleasure, 

or just for the deferral. I have seen people spend 

$4000 to save $2500. There is no easy money in 

farming, but you know that. If you have a small 

parcel, it will be harder to generate the income 

required than if you own more productive land. 

Livestock and/or hay have often not produced the 

returns to meet the farm income test on small 

parcels. Horticultural crops do much better, but 

require a higher level of up-front investment, 

higher level skills, and more marketing savvy. In 

the end, it will be worth having a direct talk about 

your particular place with the Assessor. The most 

important question is, “what would be the 

difference in actual tax paid on my parcel with 

and without the farm deferral?” That is the 

bottom line. 
 

Are there other deferrals?  Yes, there are timber 

deferrals and conservation deferrals. Both have 

their own particular requirements. Also, both 

have similar impacts on property taxes paid 

though they have different certifying criteria. The 

Assessor can help you through these as well.  

 

For more information: 

http://www.co.columbia.or.us/departments/assess

ors-office-main/farm-and-forest-deferral-

programs  

http://www.co.columbia.or.us/departments/assessors-office-main/farm-and-forest-deferral-programs
http://www.co.columbia.or.us/departments/assessors-office-main/farm-and-forest-deferral-programs
http://www.co.columbia.or.us/departments/assessors-office-main/farm-and-forest-deferral-programs
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October 13th at 9 a .m.  “Big Leaf Maple Syrup in Oregon – Class for Beginners” 
Free class at the Extension Service on big leaf maple syrup making with Joe McGilvra. Please call to register. 

 

October 15th at 6:00 p.m.  “Beekeeping Workshop: Carpentry & Varroa Mites” 
Free class at the Extension Service will cover beekeeper carpentry for those that want to make some of their 

own bee houses. There will also be a demonstration on using oxalic acid to help manage Varroa mites. 

 

October 20th-21st from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  “All About Fruit show in Canby” 
The premier show about fruit growing and tasting @ the Clackamas County Fairgrounds in Canby. Classes and 

demonstrations, put on by the Home Orchard Society. $5.00 Admission.  http://www.homeorchardsociety.org/ 

 

October 24th at 6:30 p.m.  “Mycology 101 in Columbia County” 
Free class providing local history, introduction into mushroom taxonomy, identifying, collecting, uses, cooking, 

stories, and low-tech cultivating with Jordan Weiss. Space is limited: Please call (503) 397-3462 to register. 

 

October 28th 12:00-5 p.m. “2018 OMS Fall Mushroom Show” - World Forestry Center 
The annual Oregon Mycological Society Fall Mushroom Show: view beautifully displayed specimens from 

around the region and talk to mushroom experts. Vendors, books for sale, mushroom cooking samples, speakers 

and more! Forestry Center Admission $5 Adults, $3 Seniors/Students, Free for OMS members & kids under 12. 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials without 

discrimination based on age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, marital status, 

national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran’s status. Oregon State University Extension 

Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accommodation 

to persons with physical or mental disabilities. Contact the Columbia County Extension office at 503.397.3462 

to request reasonable accommodation. This publication will be made available in accessible formats upon request. Please call for information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.homeorchardsociety.org/

