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505 N. Columbia River Hwy, St. Helens OR 97051 
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Email: Chip.Bubl@oregonstate.edu 
Office hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

To visit links to external articles, please view this newsletter online 

at our Website: http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/ 

October 2019 
 

Listen to the Gardening Spot on KOHI (1600 am) radio - Every Saturday, 8:05 to 8:15 a.m. 
 

Oct. 1 ............ Scappoose Bay Watershed Council   6:30 p.m.  57420 Old Portland Road, Warren.    

Oct. 3 ............ Master Gardener™ Board Meeting   10:30 a.m.  OSU Extension Service, St. Helens. 

Oct. 3 ............ Pesticide Safety Education Recertification Course   10 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Extension Service 

Conference Room.  $20.  Pre-Registration Required.  *See back page for details 

Oct. 3 ............ Columbia County Oregon Beekeepers  6:00 p.m. Columbia River PUD, 64001 Hwy 30.     

Dewey Caron presents “Four things you can still do to improve successful overwintering."  

Oct. 5 ............ 17th Annual Vernonia Salmon Festival  10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Festival in Hawkins Park. 

Oct. 8 ............ Lower Columbia River Watershed Council   7:00 p.m. Clatskanie PUD, 495 Hwy 30. 

Oct. 12 .......... SBWC Fall Native Plant Sale   9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Behind Scappoose High School. 

Oct. 12 .......... Bigleaf Maple Syrup Workshop  8:30 am. Extension Service. Free talk with Joe McGilvra.     

Oct. 24 .......... Upper Nehalem Watershed Council  5:30 p.m. UNWC Office, 1201 Texas Ave, Vernonia 

Oct. 24 .......... Master Gardener™ Chapter Meeting  6:30 p.m. Extension Service, Presentation by Chris 

Hedstrom, ODA, “Stink Bugs, Box Elder Bugs, Japanese Beetles & more!” Free, open to all. 

Oct. 28 .......... Farm Bureau Meeting  7:30 p.m. OSU Extension Service, St. Helens. 

Oct. 29 .......... Tech Talk with John Krause, Stewardship Forester, ODF  6:00 p.m. OSU Extension 

Service. John will demonstrate the mapping app “Avenza.” Free. RSVP: https://beav.es/Zs2. 

Nov. 2 ............ Creating a Pollinator Hedgerow  Matteson Demo Forest. Free. RSVP: https://beav.es/Ze2. 

Nov. 2 ............ Nob Hill Nature Park Work Party   1-4pm. Semi-Annual Volunteer Day, Rain or Shine!     

Pre-register by email info@scappoosebay-wc.org or call the SBWC at 503-397-7904. 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources, Family and Community Health, 4-H Youth, Forestry & Natural Resources, 
and Extension Sea Grant programs. Oregon State University, United States Department of Agriculture, and Columbia 
County cooperating. The Extension Service offers its programs and materials equally to all people. 

                           

Chip Bubl, OSU Extension Faculty, Agriculture 
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In the garden 

Sugar ants 

Sugar (and other small ants) ants can be devilishly 

hard to manage. The common ant insecticides that 

are sprayed around the perimeter (foundation and a 

foot or so out) sometimes work by killing enough of 

the colony.  But often, those treatments just gets 

them to move somewhere else in or around your 

structure.  

 
Here is a good article on ant control from UC Davis:  

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7411.html   

 

I agree with their focus on baits. If the queen can be 

fed enough of the bait, she, and 

the colony, will die. So I would 

look for baits with the 

recommended active ingredients 

and avoid the ones they have 

found to be ineffective. A home-

made sugar/boric acid bait, if it is 

not too strong, will work. Again, 

we don't want the worker ant to 

die but rather to take the 

adulterated sugar back to the 

queen. 
 

 

Foods that may fight cancer 
 

A recent article in the scientific 

journal Nature described a process 

to look at which plants had the 

strongest “cancer beating 

molecules (CBM)”.  Fruits and 

vegetables have an array of 

compounds that may inhibit or 

slow cancer cell growth. They 

took an interesting approach by 

comparing the chemical structures 

of known cancer drugs of value with the compounds 

naturally found in fruits and vegetables. It was a 

very complex task and involved what is known as 

machine learning to get to the analytical end-point.  

 

What they found was that grapes, carrots, dill, 

coriander (cilantro), celery, tea, oranges, and 

cabbage and their relatives had the greatest array of 

cancer beating molecules (CBMs). They 

acknowledge that concentrations in the diet might 

not provide enough to have an impact and/or some 

of the compounds in these plants might actually 

interfere with the activity of other fruit and 

vegetable compounds in the same meal. But still, it 

was interesting. For more information see: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-019-45349-y  
 

One bucket list item crossed off: woolly 

apple aphids 
 

I have read about woolly apple aphids (Eriosoma 

lanigerum) for years but, to my knowledge, had 

never seen them. But this year, they were brought in 

twice!! What grabbed the gardeners’ attention were 

masses of long, white cottony 

wax, hanging from apple tree 

limbs. One brought pictures, the 

other festooned limbs. Quite 

stunning. Both “colonies” were 

on very old trees.  
 

The aphids themselves are 

salmon, red, or purple and hard 

to see once the cottony mass has 

formed. Females can be winged 

or wingless. Males have no 

wings. There are several 

generations per year. When the 

females are dispersing to other 

trees, they look like little 

cottony bits floating through the 

air. 
 

They can also be found on 

hawthorn, mountain ash, 

cotoneaster, or what they really 

prefer as a primary host tree, 

American elm (rare around 

here). Woolly aphids feed on 

young limbs and pruning 

wounds, anywhere the bark is thin. Their feeding 

can weaken the tree, sometimes, significantly. They 

overwinter in either apple limbs or march down to 

the roots where they cause woody galls that can 

affect tree growth. There is some indication that 

woolly aphids may increase apple anthracnose, a 

disease common on some apples here, though that 

isn’t verified. 

 

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7411.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-019-45349-y
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There is a lot of biological control offered by aphid 

predators including a tiny parasitic wasp (Aphelinus 

mali), lady beetles, syrphid fly larvae, European 

earwigs, green lacewing larvae, and a predatory bug 

or two. Generally, insecticide sprays aren’t 

necessary in home orchards here for the woolly 

aphid. In fact, poorly timed sprays might disrupt the 

predators. There is resistance to root damage in 

some rootstocks, Malling/Merton stock and in many 

of the newer Geneva rootstocks.  

 

Why the outbreak this year? I have no idea. The 

genesis of the outbreak might have been our mild 

winter (known to often precede outbreaks) and/or 

possibly by a reduction of the predators by causes 

unknown. 
 

 

Storing potatoes at home 
 

Potato storage can be a 

challenge. Our fall and 

winter temperatures are a bit 

warm for good, long-term 

potato storage. Since most 

people use an unheated 

garage or an outbuilding to 

store their potatoes, we 

aren’t in much of a position 

to slow potato sprouting 

beyond a certain period. It is 

worth noting that 

commercial potatoes are 

treated with a sprout 

inhibitor before they go into 

storage. At any rate, here are the best tips that seem 

to make a difference with Columbia County 

gardeners: 
 

Plan on eating your potatoes by the end of 

December at the latest. If we actually get colder 

than normal weather, this might be extended by up 

to a month. 
 

Clean freshly dug potatoes by light brushing but 

don’t wash your potatoes before storage unless they 

can quickly air-dry in darkness. Inspect your 

potatoes and don’t store any that show signs of 

injury or disease. 

 

Don’t store apples or other fruits with potatoes. The 

fruits give off a gas called ethylene that encourages 

sprouting. 
 

Keep them dark, dark, dark.  Light stimulates 

sprouting. Remove sprouted potatoes as you notice 

them. 
 

Potato storage containers should have some 

ventilation. Old burlap bags were perfect (good air-

flow but little light) but are now very hard to find. 

For years, people have also used slightly slatted 

wooden boxes or baskets. People using solid 

colored plastic bins should drill small holes in the 

sides for air-flow. Same with solid color plastic 

bags (punch many small holes). 
  

Very low humidity can cause shriveling. Some 

people store their potatoes in slightly moist sawdust 

or sand. Other people feel that they get better results 

in a ventilated bin or porous plastic bags without the 

sawdust or sand. High 

humidity, at our storage 

temperatures, tends to 

encourage sprouting so 

aim to be on the dry 

versus the damp side.  

Again, room ventilation is 

good, even if it is just the 

periodic opening of the 

garage door. Each location 

is different with regard to 

humidity and temperature. 

See what works best for 

you. 
  

Be alert to rodents finding 

your potatoes. This can easily happen if you leave 

your potatoes in the ground. But it is not uncommon 

in potatoes stored in garages or outbuildings. 
  

Some varieties store better than others. Keep good 

notes and use the poorer storage types first. 
 

Oddly, potatoes stored in refrigerators at about 36 

degrees exhibited quite a bit of flesh darkening 

when roasted or fried but no similar change when 

baked or boiled. It is thought that the refrigerator 

temperatures converted starch to sugars, which 

caramelized when fried. 
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Why you won’t see home-dug plants at 

the 2020 OSU Master Gardener™ Spring 

Plant sale 
 

 

Talented and knowledgeable home gardeners have, 

for years, given, bartered and sold plants to their 

friends and neighbors. It is a wonderful tradition. It 

has also been a staple of fund-raising by the garden 

clubs that are so important in our communities. But 

several issues have convinced the OSU Extension 

Master Gardener faculty leadership that we can’t 

facilitate sale of these plants any more. 
 

Most immediate is the rapid spread of the Japanese 

beetle in Multnomah and Washington Counties. 

This insect has a prodigious plant host range. It is 

not a pest we want in our landscapes, gardens, or 

farms. It spends ten 

months of the year from 

late summer into spring 

underground as eggs, 

larvae, and pupae. Adults 

then emerge to fly, walk 

and eat.  

 

In 2019, over 3,200 acres 

and greater than 7,000 

residences have been 

treated by the Oregon 

Department of 

Agriculture, mostly in 

the Cedar Mill area, to control the Japanese beetle.  

In addition, all plant material with roots, bulbs, 

tubers, sod or soil removed from a yard in the 

Quarantine area must be disposed of in approved 

special disposal sites. So you can see how serious 

this infestation is. 
 

When herbaceous perennial plants like hostas, day 

lilies, or rhubarb are dug and divided, it is easy to 

move Japanese beetle eggs/larvae/pupae in the soil 

at the same time. Several years ago, a Community 

Garden Spring Fair in Vernonia had access to left-

over sale plants from a garden club in Washington 

County located outside of the quarantine area. They 

got those plants but, after the fact, it was discovered 

that several members of this garden club actually 

lived in the quarantine area. Did the sale introduce 

Japanese beetles to Vernonia? We don’t know yet. 

So far there is no evidence of that. But the risk was 

significant.  
 

People growing and dividing herbaceous perennial 

plants for sale need to have an active premise-based 

nursery license. Growing plants from seed in 

regular container media is fine and is very low risk. 

Growing woody plants in soil and then putting them 

into a container for sale is high risk and won’t be 

allowed unless the seller is a licensed nursery. 

Commercial growers will need to be concerned 

about where they source planting stock and how it 

was grown. 
 

 

For more information on the Japanese beetle 

infestation, see: 

https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/IPPM/Surv

eyTreatment/Pages/JapaneseBeetle.aspx   
 

 

Finally, there have been a 

number of invasive plants 

that have been moved 

around by gardeners. They 

include lesser celandine, 

Italian arum, yellow 

archangel, garden 

loosestrife, policeman’s 

helmet, Star of Bethlehem, 

and quite a few others.  

 

All are herbaceous 

perennials or bulbs except for policeman’s helmet 

which is an annual. All are interesting plants but 

easily escape the garden landscape either by seed, 

root pieces, or both. They aren’t plants that we 

should be selling. But there are records of all 

showing up at garden 

sales.  

 

I have said for years that 

if a plant is described as 

“easy to grow and soon 

you will have lots of it”, 

don’t take that one home!    

 
Read more here on the:  

Best Management Practices 

for OSU Master Gardener 

Plant Sales  

https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/NurseryChristmasTree/Pages/NurseryLicensing.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/IPPM/SurveyTreatment/Pages/JapaneseBeetle.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/IPPM/SurveyTreatment/Pages/JapaneseBeetle.aspx
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/2018/11/01/plant_sale_bmps/
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/2018/11/01/plant_sale_bmps/
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/2018/11/01/plant_sale_bmps/
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The semi-natural world 
 

“Weedness” and forest and riparian 

landscapes 
 

What is a weed? A glib response is that it is a plant 

out of place. But that doesn’t get close to what 

really makes a weed, a weed. One person described 

weeds as having an “innate disposition to GET into 

the wrong place” and, I might add, stay there and 

multiply. Most weeds are not native where they are 

seen as weeds. Good examples in Columbia County 

include Scotch broom, English Ivy, and Armenian 

(formerly Himalayan) blackberry.  
 

What brings them together is that they are from 

common climates.  There are living organisms 

including herbivores, diseases, insects, and other 

plants that keep them in check where they came 

from. But those are largely absent here. It is not 

uncommon to look in their 

botanical home to find 

insects and sometimes 

diseases that can control 

them if they were to be 

introduced. That is a good 

approach but not without 

some risk. 
 

Our non-industrial forests 

are facing several serious 

plants. The worst seems to 

be English ivy which is 

spreading on a remorseless 

march to cover much of 

western Oregon forests if not 

controlled.  Other species of 

concern include Herb Robert 

(it is a fungal disrupter) and 

possibly English holly.  
 

One positive note is that 

persistent control efforts on 

weedy shrubs and vines can bring back the native 

understory. I have seen it on English ivy sites and 

read positive outcomes in research reports from 

East coast deciduous forests. One conclusion is a bit 

daunting, though. It took seven years of continuous 

removal to engender an understory that recovered 

enough and then was resilient enough to hold its 

own against the invaders. In one study, this 

happened without any tree or native shrub being 

planted. So there is hope.  

 

One challenge is that climate change may turn 

native plants into thugs of the first order. That is 

now thought to be what is going on in England 

with, surprise, surprise, English ivy. There are 

roaring battles over the role that English ivy should 

play there and when it needs to be managed to save 

other valuable plant communities. Ironically, 

English deer eat English ivy (our deer abhor it) but 

maybe it is getting past them. 
 

 

Our big experiment 
 

Almost beneath our vision is a major 

change in forest harvesting cycles. 

When I got here, it was assumed 

forests would be harvested every 50-

60 years. But then, plywood hadn’t 

been replaced with chipboard and 

large trees were really valued. Now 

there are few mills that want trees 

larger than 20 inches DBH. Some 

larger trees are still exported. 
 

About half of our county (200,000 

plus acres) is owned by several 

industrial timber companies. Their 

harvest cycles are now scheduled at 

30-35 years. Combine that with very 

effective initial herbicide use to 

control largely native (but com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 

Garden hints from your OSU Extension Agent 

 
Oregon State University Extension Service encourages sustainable gardening practices.  Always identify and monitor 

problems before acting.  First, consider cultural controls; then physical, biological, and chemical controls (which include 

insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils, botanical insecticides, organic and synthetic pesticides).  Always consider the least 

toxic approach first. All recommendations in this calendar are not necessarily applicable to all areas of Oregon. For more 

information, contact your local office of the OSU Extension Service. 

 

Planning 

 If needed, improve soil drainage needs of lawns before rain begins.  

Maintenance and Clean Up 

 Drain or blow out your irrigation system, insulate valve mechanisms, in preparation of winter. 

 Recycle disease-free plant material and kitchen vegetable and fruit scraps into compost. Don’t compost diseased plants 

unless you are using the "hot compost" method (120° to 150°F).  

 Use newspaper or cardboard covered by mulch to discourage winter & spring annual weeds or remove a lawn area for 

conversion to garden beds. For conversion, work in the paper & mulch as organic matter once the lawn grass has died.   

 Clean and paint greenhouses and cold frames for plant storage and winter growth.  

 Harvest sunflower heads; use seed for birdseed or roast for personal use.  

 Dig and store potatoes; keep in darkness, moderate humidity, temperature about 40°F. Discard unused potatoes if they 

sprout. Don’t use as seed potatoes for next year.  

 Harvest and immediately dry filberts and walnuts; dry at 95° to 100°F.  

 Ripen green tomatoes indoors. Check often and discard rotting fruit.  

 Harvest and store apples; keep at about 40°F, moderate humidity.  

 Place mulch over roots of roses, azaleas, rhododendrons and berries for winter protection.  

 Trim or stake bushy herbaceous perennials to prevent wind damage.  

 To suppress future pest problems, clean up annual flower beds by removing diseased plant materials, overwintering 

areas for insect pests; mulch with manure or garden compost to feed the soil and suppress weeds.  

 Cover asparagus and rhubarb beds with a mulch of manure or compost.  

 Clean, sharpen and oil tools and equipment before storing for winter.  

 Store garden supplies and fertilizers in a safe, dry place out of reach of children.  

 Prune out dead fruiting canes in raspberry 

 Train and prune primocanes of raspberry 

 Harvest squash and pumpkins; keep in dry area at 55° to 60°F.  

 If necessary (as indicated by soil test results) and if weather permits, spade organic material and lime into garden soil.  

Planting/Propagation 

 Dig and divide rhubarb. (Should be done about every 4 years.) Plant garlic for harvesting next summer.  

 Propagate chrysanthemums, fuchsias, geraniums by stem cuttings.  

 Save seeds from the vegetable and flower garden. Dry, date, label, and store in a cool and dry location.  

 Plant ground covers and shrubs. Dig and store geraniums, tuberous begonias, dahlias, gladiolas.  

 Pot and store tulips and daffodils to force into early bloom, indoors, in December and January.  

Pest Monitoring and Management 

 Monitor landscape plants for problems. Don’t treat unless a problem is identified.  

 Remove and dispose of windfall apples that might be harboring apple maggot or codling moth larvae.  

 Rake and destroy diseased leaves (apple, cherry, rose, etc.), or hot compost diseased leaves.  

 Spray apple and stone fruit trees at leaf fall to prevent various fungal and bacterial diseases. Control lawn weeds while 

they are small. Hand weeding and weeding tools are particularly effective at this stage. 

 If moles and gophers are a problem, consider traps.  

Houseplants and Indoor Gardening 

 Early October: Reduce water, place in cool area (50-550F) and increase time in shade or darkness (12-14 hours) to 

force Christmas cactus to bloom in late December.  

 Place hanging pots of fuchsias where they won't freeze. Don't cut back until spring.  

 Check/treat houseplants for disease and insects before bringing indoors. 

 

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/heatstress/heat_illness%0ces.html
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/heatstress/heat_illness%0ces.html
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/techniques/october-garden-calendar
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/techniques/october-garden-calendar
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Mountain beaver 

Mountain beaver (Aplodontia rufa) are the last 

representatives on earth of a once large line of 

rodents. Their closest relatives are squirrels. 

Mountain beaver are also known as “boomers” for a 

particular sound they make. They live only in the 

moist zones of the western United States, ranging 

from British Columbia to central California between 

the coast and the western edge of the Cascades or 

Sierra Mountains. They were first described by 

Lewis and Clark in 1806 

but the Native 

Americans already knew 

them well.  

One naturalist described 

them as “chunky, short 

limbed, long-whiskered, 

and cantankerous”.  

They use their large, 

curved rodent teeth to 

bite and defend 

themselves from prying 

naturalists or other predators.  They average about 

14 inches full grown with a deep brown upper fur 

(with some reddish highlights) with a yellow to tan 

underbelly. They have an almost invisible tail and 

small ears and eyes. Below the ears are dime-sized 

dabs of white fur.  Their feet have a larger thumb-

like toe on each foot with four adjacent smaller toes. 

The smaller toes have large claws. The hind feet are 

larger than their front feet and all feet are well-

designed to build the extensive burrows they 

occupy. 

Mountain beaver are strictly vegetarians. They 

prefer to eat at night but can be seen active during 

the day. They adjust their food preferences to the 

season and the relative protein content of what is 

available. Their preferred foods are young sword 

and bracken fern fronds (their major food), shoots 

of alder, Douglas fir, hemlock, salmonberry, and 

other woody plants in season (they can climb up to 

20 feet in trees), and more succulent plants like 

miner’s lettuce, Oregon oxalis, and skunk cabbage. 

People that live next to mature forests report that 

mountain beaver will snip tops of rhododendrons 

and large stems of hardy fuchsias.  

These are all plants of a very moist woodland (or a 

well-watered landscape). For some unclear reason 

(one naturalist suggested under-developed kidneys) 

they cannot retain moisture so they pee constantly 

and have to replenish moisture from their food and 

nearby water sources. They also make two fecal 

pellets, one soft which they store and consume and 

the other hard that they store in a special room in 

their burrow. They also store food and small “earth 

balls” which they use to grind down excess tooth 

growth. 

Mountain beaver are 

solitary. Their burrow 

systems are extensive with 

multiple 4 - 8 inch entrance 

holes, usually surrounded by 

dirt and rock debris. Their 

large whiskers are thought 

to guide them through their 

tunnels. The systems may 

be used for 3 - 4 years, then 

abandoned. Many other 

species occupy the tunnels 

including voles, moles, weasels, mink, brush 

rabbits, and deer mice. Nesting cavities are large 

and circular, placed one to four feet below ground. 

The cavities are filled with coarse material like fir 

and hemlock stems over finer, dry material like 

grasses, salal, and small leaves. Females may be 

several years old before they are mature. They give 

birth once a year to 3-5 blind, naked, young with 

large heads and grasping hands. The young animals 

disperse once they can fend for themselves.  

Mountain beaver get cross-wise with us when they 

snip the leaders off Douglas fir seedlings planted 

after a clear cut. They are trapped but I don’t think 

they should be, especially in the mature forests they 

prefer where they can’t do much damage. They 

probably play some significant roles in forest 

ecology. Their other predators are bobcat, mink, 

coyote, and weasels.  

I have a great, short video of a boomer grabbing a 

bunch of fuchsia stems and running off with them 

that I can email to you by request. Meanwhile, you 

can view a short video of this curious creature here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7clDP5pI6ug  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7clDP5pI6ug
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Farm and livestock notes

Organic certification cost-share available 

The Oregon Department of Agriculture has received 

funds from USDA to provide cost-share for 

growers/handlers paying organic certification 

expenses. The program covers Oregon producers or 

handlers who have paid eligible costs during the 

period of October 1, 2018 to September 30, 

2019.  Oregon producers or handlers that receive 

certification or renew their certification from a 

USDA accredited certifier are eligible to receive 

reimbursement for 75 percent of eligible 

certification fees. Reimbursement will not exceed 

$750. Applications are due by October 31st, 2019. 

For more information, go to    

https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/MarketAcc

ess/MACertification/Pages/OrganicCostShare.aspx?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery    

Climate shift and the Hessian fly 

For almost 100 years, PNW grain growers had to 

contend with the Hessian fly. It has mainly been a 

pest of spring wheat but can also infest barley and 

rye grain. Oats are not affected. Winter wheat 

growers in western Oregon have reduced the 

infestation rate and thus, the need for insecticides 

by late planting (after October 15th). But it appears 

that milder falls and more 

moisture may give the pest 

one more generation. That 

could take winter wheat out 

of the safety zone and may 

add quite a bit to production 

costs. That is a problem, 

especially with low wheat 

prices worldwide.  

While good resistant 

varieties have been 

developed for spring wheat, 

few are available for winter 

wheat.  Breeders have 

realized this is an emerging 

issue and are working to get resistant varieties out 

there for testing. But our customers for our soft 

white wheat are in Asia and have very specific 

demands on the quality of the wheat. That 

complicates any breeding program. These are the 

kind of wrinkles that climate change is delivering. 

Some will be relatively easy to manage, some not. 

Statewide CORE Pesticide certification 

videoconference available twice in St. 

Helens 

If you need to pick up core credits, you can get 4 

hours by attending the videoconference at the 

Extension office in St. Helens (or other areas 

around the state). It will be offered two times, 

October 3rd, and December 12th, 2019. Register 

online and view the agenda at: Beav.es/ZnP  or call 

our office and talk to Sonia: (503) 397-3462. 

In addition, the complete list of Pesticide Safety 

Education Program classes organized by OSU for 

January through March are now available online at 

https://Beav.es/Zse.  

Fall livestock things to do 

There was a lot of hay that got put up too late this 

year by our strange weather in May and early June. 

This hay will be lower in protein than normal. It 

doesn’t mean that the hay is worthless because it 

isn’t. But it does mean that it will need to be 

supplemented with protein 

(alfalfa, high protein grain mixes, 

etc.) so that the rumen bacteria 

can unlock carbohydrates and 

protein in it. It becomes critical in 

a couple of months when pasture 

growth slows, rain and 

temperatures drop, and ewe or 

cow pregnancies progress.  

At that point, it is possible for a 

cow, goat or ewe to starve to 

death with all they can eat, 

free-choice, of low protein hay. 

Have the supplies you will need 

for winter lined up. 

https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/MarketAccess/MACertification/Pages/OrganicCostShare.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/MarketAccess/MACertification/Pages/OrganicCostShare.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/MarketAccess/MACertification/Pages/OrganicCostShare.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://secure.touchnet.net/C20159_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=2302&SINGLESTORE=true
https://beav.es/Zse
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Start feeding magnesium blocks in December to 

reduce the issue with grass tetany next spring. Talk 

to your vet about options. In addition, wet, cold 

winters foster respiratory diseases in all classes of 

livestock. Throughout the winter, take enough time 

to observe your livestock every day. Often you can 

catch problems before they become critical. Your 

veterinarian can advise you about vaccines that may 

be useful in your herd. 

Two serious problems of confinement (beyond 

respiratory disease) include lice and coccidiosis. 

Younger animals are most susceptible, especially to 

“cocci”. Quick treatment is important.  

Fix gutters around barnyards so that water collected 

by barn roofs is moved away from livestock feeding 

and walking areas. 

If this rain pattern ever lifts, it will be a good time 

to spray remnant Canada thistle, blackberries, 

Scotch broom, and tansy ragwort (small “rosettes” 

that will bloom next year). 

Pastures are recovering nicely but stop grazing if 

grass growth is lower than four inches and, ideally, 

remove the stock from November through March if 

possible. 

Fostering baby chicks 

Can you raise chicks 

without a brooder? You can, 

but you need some 

cooperative hens. Family 

farms have, for years, taken 

advantage of hens that have 

stopped laying and gone 

broody, to raise a new set of 

chicks. They place as many 

eggs as they think she can 

keep warm under her and 

her hen instincts take over.  

But can you place live 

chicks under a broody hen 

and get her to adopt them? 

Yes, you can. The trick is to 

replace her eggs (give them to another broody hen) 

with newly hatched chicks or chicks that you 

purchased. Hens seem willing to believe that those 

eggs that have been under them for only half the 

required time have hatched into functional chicks 

without much ado and she jumps to mothering them 

and keeping them warm at night, as if she had 

assisted in every hatching.  

If you can find someplace to shelter the hen and her 

new brood with some dry straw and give her 

protection from predators, she will get those chicks 

up and pecking without the need for expensive and 

sometimes dangerous brooder setups. 

Changes in the Meat Case 

Among fresh meat, beef, pork and chicken take up 

94 percent of the linear feet in the meat case. Beef's 

share of that space has held steady at 42 percent 

although ground beef is gaining within that 

category. Chicken has gained a point to 27 percent 

and pork lost a point to 20 percent. Turkey has 6 

percent of the space while lamb has 3 percent and 

veal 2 percent.  

One study found that store 

brands have tripled in the 

meat case, on-package 

nutrition and country of 

origin labeling are increasing 

and products with a "natural" 

claim on the label increased 

10 percent over the last 15 

years and now appear on 32 

percent of meat labels.  

Organic labels increased and 

now appear on 0.9 percent of 

all packages, 2 percent of all 

chicken is labeled organic 

and 1.1 percent of ground 

beef. There is also a 

noticeable increase in the 

number of bilingual labels. 

Beef and chicken saw an 

increase in "value" or 

"family packs." 
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Non-traditional marketing of sheep and 

goats increasing 
 

 

There has always been a discrepancy between sheep 

(and goats) raised and those marketed through 

traditional slaughter facilities. But the percentage 

entering the market outside these channels is 

increasing.  

 

For sheep, about 22% were 

marketed non-traditionally in 2000. 

That figure is now up to 28%. The 

non-traditional market includes 

local custom meat packing (non 

USDA certified) and sale of live 

animals, often to buyers at auction 

yards who then resell directly to 

end consumers.  

 

For goats, there have been 

estimates of upwards of 60% of the 

kids/adults go this way. From the 

vantage point here, that trend is 

picking up momentum. 
  

 

Web Soil Survey 
 

The NRCS on-line soil survey is a great tool for 

learning a bit about your land.  You can reach it by 

typing “Web Soil Survey” into your web browser. 

Follow these steps to learn the soil types on your 

land, measure various fields, and find all sorts of 

other neat pieces of information: 
 

Once you get to the Web Soil Survey site, click on 

the green “Start WSS” button. 
 

Under the Quick Navigation bar on the left, click on 

“address.” 
 

Type in your address in the box that appears and hit 

“enter.” 
 

An aerial map of your property will appear. 
 

There will be a row of icons just on top of the photo 

on the left. 

 

 

 

 

 

The first one from the left allows you to zoom in on 

the photo. Click it and then click on the red dot on 

the map. Each location click brings it in closer. On 

smaller parcels, you want to be at 100 or two 

hundred feet to draw your “Area of Interest” (AOI). 
 

The second one from the left 

allows you to zoom back out 

and each click on the red dot 

moves the picture back out. 
 

You describe the “Area of 

Interest” by drawing either a 

rectangle or a polygon around 

it. 
 

To draw a rectangle, you click 

on the rectangle icon that is 

second from the right in the 

line of eight icons. Once you 

have clicked it, move your 

cursor to a corner of what you 

want to describe and click the 

cursor and move the cursor 

outward and a rectangle will be drawn as you move. 
 

For an irregular shaped area use the polygon tool 

and click and release at each corner and then click 

again, etc. 
 

When you have connected a shape, click the mouse 

and the shape will appear on the map. 
 

Then click on the soil tab on the top and the soil 

type and description will appear along with the 

acreage measurement of the shape you have drawn 

in a box on the left. 
 

Click on the soil name and you will get a data box 

with lots of information about that soil type. 
  

Note that some rectangles (or polygons) may 

contain more than one soil type within it. 
 

That’s it. There is more to explore, but this should 

get you started. 
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The PSEP delivers high quality educational programs on the proper use of pesticides, which also includes 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM). Continued use of pesticides requires annual recertification and training on 

how to use pesticides safely. Our expert led, in-person licensed Pesticide Applicator Recertification Courses are 

a great way to gain essential training and complete your recertification. This statewide CORE Video Conference 

Course will be held at our local OSU Extension Office on Thursday, October 3rd, 2019.  

 AM Session: 10am-12pm (2 ODA

CORE credits) and PM Session:

1pm to 3pm (2 ODA CORE

credits)

 Register online and view the

agenda at: Beav.es/ZnP

Cost: $20.00

 Morning coffee & refreshments

will be provided; lunch is on your

own (eat in or dine out in St.

Helens area)

 For questions and concerns, call

the Pesticide Safety Education

Program (PSEP) at (541) 737-6257

https://secure.touchnet.net/C20159_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=2302&SINGLESTORE=true


FALL NATIVE
PLANT  SALE



TECH TALK

A testimonial from a satisfied local 
tree farmer:

With John Krause, Stewardship 
Forester, Oregon Dept. of Forestry

OSU Columbia County Extension

RSVP online: https://beav.es/Zs2 or call Sonia, 
503-397-3462

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29TH

6:00 PM

505 N. Columbia River Hwy, St.  Helens

“Avenza maps has proven to be the newest, most 
powerful tool in my forest farming tool box (right up 
there with a chainsaw and road/trail harrow mat). For 
approximating property lines (prior to site prep, 
planting, vegetation control, PCT, or a commercial 
thin) Avenza saves me untold hours of handheld 
compass orienteering and thousands of dollars in 
survey costs. Avenza has helped me locate vegetation 
covered corner markers, buried property fence lines, 
and old unnoticed tree blazes...”

FREE!

COLUMBIA COUNTY EXTENSION

John will demonstrate Avenza, a mapping app 
that you can use in the field for a variety of forest 
management purposes. If you wish, you can 
bring along a tablet or smartphone and try it out 
on your own device. 

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its
programs, services, activities, and materials on the basis of race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual
orientation, disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, genetic information,
veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

https://beav.es/Zs2


CREATING A 
POLLINATOR 
HEDGEROW

OSU Forestry & Natural Resources Extension

Learn ● Help ● Share

10 AM – 1 PM

Register online: https://beav.es/Ze2
Or call Sonia, 503-397-3462

MATTESON 
DEMONSTRATION FOREST

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2

Accommodations for disabilities may be 
made by contacting 503-397-3462 or 

Sonia.reagan@oregonstate.edu.

What’s a pollinator hedgerow? It's a dense 
linear planting of native flowering shrubs 
meant to attract pollinating insects. We are 
creating a demonstration pollinator hedgerow 
at the Matteson Forest and you're invited to 
help plant it and learn how to create one on 
your own property. We'll discuss site selection, 
choosing and sourcing plants, design and 
maintenance. Then we'll grab our shovels and 
get planting! 

RAIN OR SHINE

Children 10 and up are welcome.

This event is made possible 
by a generous Tualatin 
Watershed Improvement 
Grant from the Tualatin Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District.



DON’T MISS THE 17th ANNUAL

Saturday, October 5th

VENDORS

10 am - 6 pm at Hawkins Park

GREAT FOOD

MUSIC
SCARECROW STUFFING

PUMPKIN CARVING

TROUT POND

ART
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