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From the Director

Many of the buildings may look old on the
exterior, but they certainly don’t look that way
on the inside.

Philip B. Hamm, Director
Professor Emeritus, Plant
Pathology

Clearly the facilities at HAREC are second to
none!

Another summer has come and gone, but for
many, harvest season is not yet over.

We have the privilege to host many “tours” of
HAREC. This past year we had visits by U.S.
Representative Greg Walden, elected state,
county and local officials, potato groups from
several countries (one group represented 11
countries), Leadership Hermiston, and the
“airstream” caravan from western Oregon.

One of this year’s most memorable events
was our “Thank You Day.” This celebration
honored past station contributors & those
who have recently helped to make HAREC
the modern research & extension facility it is
today. Tabulations of contributions from the
last 8 years total over one million dollars.
The two monuments, located by the flagpole
adjacent to the office, stand as a testimony
of our gratitude to those past and present
contributors who have helped in so many
ways.
This funding helped to build or remodel all
seven laboratories; a new conference room;
add three new greenhouses; add two new
pivots-where there was no previous ground
water; update infrastructure for 13 center
pivot systems and campus buildings.

We provide tours for those holding decisionmaking positions in state and local
government and to help folks understand the
importance of the research and extension
activities we do. OSU is a vital part of this
community and serves in many ways.
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Unbelievably, after over 44 years with OSU
and nearly 30 years at HAREC, this next
summer will bring my complete retirement
and I will be stepping down as Director of
HAREC. More later on my replacement.
In the meantime I have a few items to finish
up, including visits to all our stakeholders and
the many people and organizations that have
made my job the best anyone could hope.
Now, I just have to figure out how to stay out
of my wife’s kitchen - she has warned me I
better!

Hermiston Farm Fair
Nov 28-30, 2018
Eastern Oregon Trade & Event
Center

Field days at HAREC offer an opportunity to
share new research-based information, network
and hear concerns facing producers and field
men for various cropping systems.
As we look to the future, we hope to have
Oregon State Senator Bill Hansell, Oregon
State Representatives Greg Smith and Greg
Barreto, and many other individuals and
groups on the station for tours, field days and
events.
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A Busy Summer for
the Irrigated
Agricultural
Entomology Program
(IAEP)
Silvia Rondon, Professor
The majority of our work (if not
all), focuses on applied row crop
research. This season we had
potato psyllid, lygus, thrips,
mites, and wireworm trials; a
seed corn maggot onion trial and
for the first time, a carrot trial.
Our enthusiastic group of
students worked hard to collect,
read, and summarize all our field
observations.
Some highlights. Masters
Student & NIFA Graduate Fellow,
Pahoua Yang, just finished her
first field season working on the
Colorado potato beetle.
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planting time for the Colorado
potato beetle and natural
enemies. Please stay tuned for
more on Pahoua’s results.
Intern Craig Arnold, traveled over
3,000 miles to arrive in Hermiston
from Portland, Maine! Craig
conducted insect surveys in
carrots throughout the season
using three different sampling
methods: a sweep net, an
inverted leaf blower, and pitfall
traps. Craig’s work focused on
finding psyllids present in carrots,
but found leafhoppers and thrips
to be in more in abundance.
In 2018, our annual statewide
potato trapping network
continued with our cooperators in
Union-Baker and Klamath
counties. Trapping results can be
seen in our website:
(https://extension.oregonstate.ed
u/harec).
Now in late September, we are
harvesting plots and getting
ready for the winter meetings.
If you have questions please
contact Silvia Rondon, extension
entomologist
silvia.rondon@oregonstate.edu.

Pahoua Yang

DID YOU KNOW?

Pahoua developed baseline
information to determine the
effects of commercial insecticides
in controlling this devastating
beetle. Her work included a trial
to observe the efficacy of
neonicotinoid applications at

OREGON IS RATED FOURTH IN THE
NATION FOR SALES OF ORGANIC
PRODUCTS OF ALMOST $351
MILLION IN 2016.
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/
MarketAccess/MACertification/Pages/Nat
ionalOrganicProgram.aspx

On September 12th, HAREC
faculty hosted a group of
international visitors
(representing 11 countries) who
were part of a tour with Potatoes
USA. Here they are pictured
sampling potatoes grown at
HAREC by Sagar Sathuvalli.

The OSU Food Hero team has
been at several local Farmer’s
Markets handing out tasty
samples of recipes that utilize the
wonderful local produce available
at the markets.
Check out FoodHero.org for some
of these recipes including:
Fruit and Nut Slaw:
http://foodhero.org/recipes/fruit-andnut-slaw

Lentil Confetti Salad:
http://foodhero.org/recipes/lentilconfetti-salad

Strawberry Cucumber Salad:
http://foodhero.org/recipes/strawberrycucumber-salad
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Happenings in the
Invertebrate Ecology
Lab
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graduate student training grant
sponsored by the USDA NIFA
NNF Program.

Sandy DeBano, Assoc. Professor
Dave Wooster, Assoc. Professor
It’s been an eventful spring and
summer in the Invertebrate
Ecology Lab.
Master’s students, Katie
Arstingstall and Scott Mitchell,
finished their first year of course
work and have begun a busy field
season, conducting research
aimed at enhancing pollination in
agroecosystems of eastern
Oregon.
Katie was recently awarded a
grant for her research from the
Mazamas organization for using
molecular techniques to
understand which plants are
important food sources for native
bees.

Scott Mitchell samples native bees.

Both students were accepted into
the Oregon Bee Atlas Native Bee
Taxonomy Course in Corvallis this
summer. The experience provides
them with a great opportunity to
develop their ability to identify
the over 500 species of native
bees in Oregon.
Dave & Sandy also welcomed two
new OSU Branch Experiment
Station interns this summer,
Coltyn Kidd and James McKnight.
They helped Katie and Scott with
their projects and they worked
with Sandy and Dave on other
native bee projects.

Katie Arstingstall at the USDA Starkey
Experimental Forest

Scott has been busy with
fieldwork & took a course on Field
and Laboratory Diagnostics
offered by HAREC faculty this
summer as part of our newest

A trap designed to catch bees emerging from the
soils in the Zumwalt Prairie. Seventy percent of all
bee species nest in the ground.

Part of their internship focused
on collaborative projects with Ken
Frost that involve using molecular
techniques to examine the diets
of beneficial predatory
invertebrates in field margins and
work on invasive crayfish ecology.
Dave recently finished a project
examining how stream
intermittency affects aquatic
conditions of streams in the Blue
Mountain Foothills, with a paper
published in River Research and
Applications. Results of the
project show that increased
drying of headwater streams
decreases aquatic biodiversity at
the landscape scale.
Dave will continue working on a
project examining the effects of
low summer flows on river
ecology, invasive crayfish &
bioassessment of river
restoration projects.
Sandy continues to work with her
collaborators in the US Forest
Service on how land
management and restoration
influences pollinators in riparian
areas. Sandy & Dave are also
working with other OSU and
Nature Conservancy partners on a
project examining the effects of
grazing, fire, and exotic weeds on
native bees in the Zumwalt
Prairie.
The lab celebrated Lauren
DiCarlo Smith’s successful
defense of her PhD dissertation in
June.
Continued on page 4
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Lauren, came to OSU HAREC
through our first USDA
NIFA National Needs Fellowship
Graduate Student Training Grant.
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NIFA Fellowship
Students Making Great
Strides

She is now on her way to
Massachusetts to begin her
tenure-track faculty position at
Westfield State University.

After a year of taking classes on
campus, they moved to HAREC in
the spring to do field & lab
research. They took a class called
“Field and Lab Diagnostics”
instructed by HAREC faculty.

Lauren DiCarlo Smith

Students ended their summer by
meeting with members of their
Professional Mentoring
Committee on August 30th. The
Professional Mentoring
Committee is made of seven
stakeholders from the region.

Lauren received OSU’s Fisheries
and Wildlife Chairman’s
Leadership Award. Lauren and
Sandy recently published a paper
in Restoration Ecology on
Lauren’s work on the effects of
grassland restoration on spider
communities. Sandy is looking
forward to continuing her
collaboration with Lauren.

During this meeting, students
gave presentations of their
research projects and answered
questions from faculty members
and industry professionals.
A series of mock interviews with
members of the Professional
Mentoring Committee and
HAREC faculty will help them
make job preparations after
graduation.
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Scott Mitchell

Max Combest

Pahoua Yang

Jessie Brazil

We’re looking forward to seeing
all of their accomplishments over
the next year!

Hermiston Agricultural Research & Extension Center
Mission Statement
To advance scientific knowledge in agriculture, natural
resources and biofortified crops, and support and educate our
diverse local clientele and community in the areas of irrigated
agriculture, plant breeding, natural resources, human health
and youth development.

Contact our office to find out how you can
contribute to the research, programs
and growth of HAREC.
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