Encourage Mason Bees to Your Landscape
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Many people are becoming aware of the wonderfully efficient pollinators, mason bees.
Mason bees are more efficient than honeybees at pollinating some fruit trees and they
pollinate a greater diversity of flowers, however, they do not make honey and they rarely
sting. Recently, many people have asked me about how to get them in their yard; do
mason bees just come naturally, should they be ordered online and shipped here or are
there ways to encourage them to nest in a certain area? The best answer to these
questions is people can encourage mason bees to nest near or in their yard by providing
nectar, pollen and nesting habitat. We strongly discourage having mason bee cocoons
from other areas imported to Central Oregon as this is a way to bring possible disease and
mason bee predators from other places and the imported bees may not stand up to our
environment.
Rich Little, retired Deputy of Agriculture in California and co-author of “Nurturing
Mason Bees in Your Backyard in Western Oregon” , has been studying mason bees for
many years and has a wealth of knowledge for what it takes to raise or encourage them.
Rich will be giving two presentations (same presentation, two dates and locations) to
audiences in Central Oregon on how to promote mason bees in the landscape.
If you are interested in learning how to create an inviting landscape for not only mason
bees but other native bees and pollinators, please join us for one of these presentations:
Bend Eastside Library, September 26, 2019 (6-8 pm)
Deschutes County Extension Office, Redmond, October 15, 2019 (6-8 pm)
A link to registration will be provided on your local Extension website after September 5,
2019. The cost for registration is $15/single or $25/double registration (any two people
on one registration). Space is limited so walk-ins will be allowed as pre-registration space
permits at each site.
Toni Stephan

Fall Pesticide Applicator Courses at COCC
COCC’s Continuing Education program is offering several courses for
Applicators looking to complete recertification credits or those preparing to take
Department of Agriculture Pesticide licensing exams.
The following courses are available for recertification credits and exam
review candidates:
Laws & Safety, Friday, October 18 (8am-5pm)
Right of Way , Thursday, October 31 (1-5pm) and Friday, November 1 (8am-5pm)
Ornamental & Turf Herbicides , Friday, November 8 (8am-5pm)
Ornamental & Turf Insecticides/Fungicides , Saturday, December 8 (8am-5pm)
Preregistration is required for the above courses. Online registration is
available here or by calling 541-383-7270. Note: All courses have been submitted for
recertification credits and are under review.
If the above link to online registration does not come through, here is the actual link:
https://www.enrole.com/cocc/jsp/index.jsp?categoryId=10244
Nancy Jumper
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Hemp Meeting
Nichola Mente would like to invite everyone interested in forming a Central
Oregon Hemp Growers Association to come to a meeting on September 26th at
7:00 pm at 21489 Young Avenue, Bend (between Bend and Redmond). Nichola
has applied and purchased the web namesite. Please contact Nichola Mente via
email at nichola.mente@gmail.com or by phone at 650-224-4902, if you have
questions. The meeting would be to explore a formal or informal organization
with bylaws, directors, etc. Please sign up for the first meeting by completing this
survey here: https://forms.gle/bvhJBxj89f33QDmWA.
Mylen Bohle
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2019 Cereal Variety Trial Update
The 2019 (and previous years) Oregon irrigated and dryland wheat variety trials
yield, protein, and agronomic data are available at https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/
wheat-research/wheat-variety-trial-data. A number of the trial sites yield data are
up on the site. Madras data are not up on the site yet, but should be very soon.
Ryan Graebner is our new Extension Cereal Specialist stationed at CBARC,
Pendleton station.
If you are interested in barley; there are some new winter and spring forage and
grain variety releases. Barley World website is http://barleyworld.org/.
Mylen Bohle

Alfalfa Intensive Training Seminar
The Alfalfa Intensive Training Seminar will be held November 6-7, 2019 at Land
O’Lakes Headquarters, 4001 Lexington, Ave. N., Arden Falls, Minnesota In the
past, the seminar has been taught by Extension Forage Specialists and USDA
Dairy Research Center personnel from Michigan, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania,
Montana, and Minnesota, There will be 11.5 certified crop advisor credits offered.
“National Alfalfa and Forage Alliance’s (NAFA) mission is to ensure the ability of
all segments of the alfalfa and forage industry to compete effectively and
profitably, domestically and abroad. The objective of NAFA is to be a forum for
consensus building among the various stakeholders and to be an effective advocate
on behalf of the alfalfa and forage industry.” Oregon Hay and Forage Association
is an affiliate member. Contact the NAFA at 1-509-585-6798 or go to their website
at www.alfalfa.org. The registration is about $550 for members (producer
membership is $100), or $750 for non-members.
Mylen Bohle

Tri-State Grain Growers Convention
The Tri-State Grains Conference will be held at the Davenport Hotel, Spokane,
WA November 13-16, 2019. Some of the highlights for this year include: Chad
Prather will emcee and keynote speaker is Peter Zeihan. Lots of other breakout
sessions are scheduled. Idaho, Oregon, and Washington will hold their annual
meetings at the conference. For more details go to: http://www.owgl.org/ or
http://www.wawg.org/convention.
Mylen Bohle

Western States Alfalfa and Forage Symposium
The biannual Alfalfa and Forage Symposium will be held at the Grand Sierra
Resort in Reno, NV, November 19-21. This year’s theme is “Optimizing Yield and
Quality in Irrigated Forages”. The first day will be a stand-alone workshop on
Irrigation Management. The second and third day will be a mix of main and
concurrent sessions. Early bird signup for all 3 days is $350 or $275 for 2 days, by
Sept. 1, or $400 and $325 Sept – Nov 8, or after Nov. 8 is $450 and $375.). For
information, schedule, and registration, go to www.calhay.org/symposium/.
Mylen Bohle

2019 Oregon Hay Directory
The 2019 Oregon Hay Directories have arrived. Stop by your local Extension Offices to pick up a directory. The hay directory is published by the Oregon Hay and
Forage Association (Ph: 541-447-6228). The hay directories are sent out to dairies
and some feed stores in Oregon, Washington, and northern California, as well as to
OHFA producer and industry members. Or go online to:
www.oregonhaygrowers.com. (Central Oregon Hay Growers Association
members can also advertise their hay on the www.hayfinder.org web site.) We
have copies at the Crook County Extension office and will get them out to the
other C.O. Extension offices soon.
Mylen Bohle

Cereal Hay Testing!
There seems to be a fair amount of cereal hay around this cropping season so if selling or buying cereal hay, really think about testing that
hay for nitrates. Elevated nitrate levels in forage, is more of an issue for ruminant animals, while horses are much more tolerant of higher
nitrate levels in forage. Of course any grass, grass/alfalfa, and even alfalfa forage that was stressed for one reason or another, should also
be tested. This is a good bulletin on Nitrate Poisoning in Ruminants: http://pubs.cahnrs.wsu.edu/publications/pubs/fs139e/.
Mylen Bohle

Oregon Society of Weed Science Annual Meeting
The Oregon Society of Weed Science will be holding their Annual Meeting and Conference at the Hood River Inn, Hood River, OR on
October 29-30, 2019. Membership is $20 annually and the one and one half day conference registration is usually around $80, which will
include membership. Registration at the door is $95. For more information on the agenda, and registration details and fees, contact Andy
Hulting at andy.hulting@oregonstate.edu. Room reservations can be made at the Hood River Inn (Best Western Inn)
(1-800-828-7873)
Mylen Bohle

Oregon Vegetation Management Association Conference
OMVA Annual Conference will be held in Seaside, Oregon at the Seaside Civic and Convention Center on October 23-25. There usually is
14-15 pesticide recert credits available. Agenda and registration ($200 before Oct.1, $250 after Oct 1, and $300 at the door) can be accessed through this web site: http://www.ovma.net/
Mylen Bohle

OHFA and OFGC Fall Forage Seminar
Oregon Hay and Forage Association (OHFA) and Oregon Forage and Grassland Council (OFGC - https://www.oregonforage.org/) are
joining together to sponsor a Fall Forage Seminar on November 16 (prior to the Oregon Hay King Contest on November 17 th). The
location will be in McMinnville, OR. Details are still being worked out. Go to www.oregonhaygrowers.com to check on progress. We will
get more details out and keep checking the web sites.
Mylen Bohle

Far West Winter Conference
The Far West Agri-business Association usually holds conferences at the Three Rivers Convention Center, Kennewick, WA in December
and at College of Southern Idaho, Fine Arts Center, Twin Falls, ID in January. There are some good irrigated, dryland, and safety related
sessions always on the agenda. For more details, registration, and hotel information, keep checking this web site: http://fwaa.org/.
Mylen Bohle

What is Hay Worth?
Wondering what the price of hay is whether you are buying or selling? Especially if you are raising and selling hay, you may want to get in
on the weekly call from USDA Market News Service, Moses Lake, WA. The C.O. hay market report can be freely accessed at the home
page: http://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/ml_gr313.txt. Or, if you want to go directly to the page to check on all of the different state
markets, go to this web site: https://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/hay-reports
Once you are signed up to participate in the hay market report if you would like to contribute to the report, someone from the office will
call (or you can call) and inquire if you have sold hay, number of tons, for what price, what the quality is, etc. This information is then
compiled weekly and put up on the Internet or is published in the Capital Press. The idea is if both seller and buyer know the market, then
a true, free and fair market exists for all concerned. Hay Market Report contact phone number is 541-535-5001.
Mylen Bohle

Lost Rivers Grazing Academy
The 2019 edition of the Lost Rivers Grazing Academy will be held September 17-20 in beautiful Salmon, Idaho. If you would like to learn
how to improve your pasture management knowledge and skills, this school is for you! It combines classes and hands-on in the pasture
education. Check out our Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/LostRiversGrazingAcademy/?ref=bookmarks.
K. Scott Jensen, U. of Idaho Extension, scottj@uidaho.edu or Ph: 208-896-4104

Irrigation Efficiency Workshop
Ochoco Irrigation District, Crook County SWCD, and Prineville Insurance would like to invite irrigators in Crook County to join us at
5:30 pm on October 22nd, 2019 at the 4-H Clover Building in Prineville. Presentation topics will include Water Rights 101, Irrigation Efficiency Technology, Cost Share/Funding Opportunities for Irrigation System Improvement, Watershed Issues and Updates. Dinner and
refreshments will be provided. RSVP at 541-447-3548.
R achael Davee, Crook Co. SWCD

Deschutes County SWCD Field Tour
The Deschutes County Soil and Water Conservation District will be holding a Field Tour on past and present projects in Southern and
Western County - Lundy Ditch, Forestry Health, Piping Feasibility, Indian Ford Watershed, and Irrigation Water Management at Three
Sisters Irrigation District, in Deschutes County on October 17. Contact for more details and RSVP to Todd Peplin at
541-923-4358, ext. 3190.
Mylen Bohle

Oregon Fine Fuels Management Field Days
Oregon Fine Fuels Management Field days will be offered on October 4 in Jordan Valley, OR and October 17, in Burns, OR. Contact
Sergio Arispe at sergio.arispe@oregonstate.edu for additional information.
Sergio Arispe, Malheur County Extension

Pivot and Linear Irrigation System Upgrades
As the irrigation season is coming to an end in mid-October, this Fall will be a good time to think about converting your Mid Elevation
Sprinkler Application system pivot or linear (full size or mini) to a Low Energy Precision Application (LEPA) or Low Elevation Sprinkler
Application or Mobile Drip Irrigation (MDI) system. An irrigation audit can help a producer to better make the decision to convert. Both the
area electric Co-ops (through Wy’East RC&D) and Pacific Power Co. (through Energy Trust of Oregon) customers can take advantage of
cost share incentives to make that conversion. Producers are reporting about one third to one half of the cost is covered. So the good news is
that on average, producers have reported power bill savings of around 18% and water savings of around 18%, annually. The system is set up
to still deliver the same amount of water, although some have downsized flow capacity. But I would caution against that.
One does need to match up the number of nozzles based on the texture of soil. Some fields with less water holding water capacity and lighter
soil will want the nozzles to be closer together - some of these pivots have nozzles at 30 inches apart and are working very well. Others have
pivots that have nozzle spacing from 40-50 inches on heavier clay-type soil with greater water holding capacity with better above and below
soil, lateral movement of water.
I have seen some nozzle spacing at 57 inches and they are streaking when at 12 inches off of the soil surface. Twelve inch nozzle height or
less is ideal, but one needs to be able to adjust height for different crops, wheel tracks, and stages of maturity. LEPA nozzles at 40 inches
spacing leaves striping in the field (grower switched to LESA). Most of these systems are going in with nozzles that can be switched back
and forth from LESA to LEPA, or vice versa, if wanted or needed.
In addition to the water and power savings, what are some of the other advantages? If we are irrigating below the canopy (12 inches or even
lower is best); than there should be less lodging. Growers have reported less lodging locally in timothy hay, triticale hay, and spring wheat,
compared to the MESA systems. In fact the triticale was 6-9 inches taller in the LESA span and did not lodge; the rest of the pivot lodged. If
we are not watering the canopy, then there “should” be less disease in crops, such as “brown leaf” in grass hay, or stripe and leaf rust in
wheat, or foliar diseases in other crops, because we are Not watering the foliage. (We do need research to document this.)
If you are going to cut cost, and leave your nozzle spacing at 50-60 inches, then you will want to have 24 inch nozzle height and will want the
ability to raise the nozzles or lower them depending upon certain crops canopy height. You will not obtain the ultimate water savings, but it
will still be substantially better than what you had before with MESA.
Every time - we water the crop canopy, we may be leaving up to one tenth of an inch of water on the foliage that evaporates off and never
reaches the soil. So the closer we get these nozzles to the soil, the less evaporation there will be. The closer we get the nozzles to the soil,
the less the wind will affect where that water is going.
Contact Mylen Bohle if you would like to talk about the advantages (there are many) and the disadvantages (there may be a couple) of converting your linear or Pivot. If you are already convinced of converting, contact your power company cost share providers and your irrigation equipment dealer.
Mylen Bohle

Running Out of Irrigation Water?
Is your farm/ranch or part of your farm/ranch running out of water soon? Irrigation district is shutting down sooner than normal? Want to
save some water for next year (if your system allows you to do so)? You might consider shutting off water to your grass and alfalfa hay
fields and pastures and allow them to go dormant. You want to do this right after a harvest, leaving 3-4 inches of minimum growth on the
field, whether haying or grazing. Ideally with no regrowth (the first part of regrowth utilizes stored sugars and carbohydrates from the crown
and root). You do not want to wake the plants up right at the end of irrigation season to regrow and then have them go dormant again. Nor
do you want to dribble water to these fields every couple of weeks to keep them alive. Let the plants go dormant. If they have been dormant,
and you have a month’s worth of regular watering to revive the plants, and create tillers for next year’s crop, you can do that.
Planting alfalfa, pasture or grass hay fields in the late summer? You want to make sure the new establishing plants will be established enough
to go through the winter. If water is cut off the end of September, that could mean no moisture during the month of October. We hope it
rains, though.
If you are wondering whether to apply what limited water you might have left, to your grass or alfalfa hay fields, apply to your grass. Alfalfa
with its large storage root will suffer through a drought period better. It is always better to have your grass (and alfalfa) hay field going into
winter with moisture. Next year’s first cutting hay or grazing is developed in the Fall as new tillers and roots are regenerated in the late
Summer and Fall.. Let’s hope for rain, and later, snow.
A number of years ago, the Timothy producing area around Ellensburg, WA was short on water. Many growers dried up their fields of
timothy immediately after harvesting first cutting. Other producers tried to irrigate with a little bit of water every couple of weeks for the rest
of the summer to keep the plants alive. The following year, the fields that lay dormant the previous mid to late summer after first cutting,
substantially out-yielded the fields that were watered to keep their plants alive.
Mylen Bohle

Statewide CORE Training
There will be 4 pesticide CORE training credits offered for pesticide applicators. The Zoom presentations will be held on October 3rd and
December 12th from 10 am to 3 pm with a break for lunch. The cost this year will be $20 per person and please RSVP. To register, go to:
www.Beav.es/zmg.com, or call 541-737-6257. Crook County, Deschutes County and COAREC Extension Offices are participating.
Mylen Bohle

2019 Oregon Hay King Contest
The Oregon Hay and Forage Association in cooperation with Oregon State University Extension Service and Oregon State University
Agricultural Experiment Station is sponsoring the 2019 Oregon Hay King Contest which will be held on Saturday, November 16 th in
McMinnville. Bale Delivery is 7:30-8:45 am and judging starts at 9:00 am and will conclude at 4:00 pm or earlier. There will be
complimentary donuts and coffee available, and lunch with be available (working on details).
The Hay King contest is an annual event where hay growers can not only show off their hay, but network with other growers, exchange
ideas, and just celebrate the end of another year’s harvest. The 2019 contest will be hosted by Oregon Forage and Grassland Council.
The 7 hay classes to be judged will include:
1. dairy alfalfa 2. retail alfalfa 3. grass 4. grass/legume mix 5. cereal 6. cereal/legume (pea or vetch) mix 7. timothy
Entry forms, hay samples, and checks need be received by Friday, November 1 st. On November 17th, show up at the location TBA with your
bale or bales, from the stack you core-sampled earlier, and watch the judges feel, smell and paw through everyone’s hay. It is a very
educational day. The bales are judged and awarded points based on quality testing (RFQ score) and sensory evaluation.
The quality testing will be predicted by NIRS at the Klamath Basin Research and Extension Center. Hay quality parameters quantified will
include crude protein, ADF, NDF, TDN, RFV, RFQ, ash, dNDF, NDFD and many more quality indicators. The RFQ analysis scores are
combined with the sensory scores, to name a winner in each category. So enter one or more classes and be the next Hay King for a year.
Send hay core samples, entry form, and $25 per entry to Hay King Contest c/o Klamath Basin Research and Extension Center, 6941
Washburn Way, Klamath Falls, OR 97603-9365. Checks should be made out to “Oregon Hay and Forage Association”. All sizes of bales
are eligible for competition.
Hay King Contest Rules
1. All contestants must enter a cored sample of their hay entry by the November 1st deadline. The cored sample can be sent
directly to the contest Lab. Payment and the entry registration form must be turned in with the cored hay samples. Additionally,
one bale, of each class of hay entered, must be in place at the contest location by 9 am, November 17 th.
2. Cored hay samples must be a representative sample of the entire lot of hay.
This means that:
a. Multiple cored sub-samples (20) must be taken to make up your sample, rather than an entire flake, or a portion of a flake.
b. The inside diameter of the coring device must be no less than 3/8 inches (if you don’t have a coring device, contact your
Extension office). Note the type & size of sampling device on your entry form.
c. A minimum of 20 bales must be sampled at random from each lot of hay (a lot is hay from the same cutting, variety, field,
stage of
maturity, and harvested within the same day). A lot should not exceed 200 tons of hay, or be less than 30 tons.
d. When sampling, probe the bale near the center, at least 12 to 18 inches into the butt end of the bale. The probe should enter
horizontally at a right angle to the surface of the end of the bale. Be sure the probe doesn’t slant up, down, or sideways.
e. Combine core samples for each class entry into a single sample by combining them into a sealed freezer bag. Samples
submitted with less than a quart bag full of sample may be rejected. (This equates to a minimum of about 200 grams or ½ lb or
greater of sample material, if sampled properly) Do not ever try to subdivide the sample! It is impossible to subdivide the
sample until it is ground. Even if you have too much, send the whole sample in.
3. If there is not a minimum of 2 entries in a class of hay, the classes may not be judged, this will be at the OHFA board’s discretion.
The submitter will be informed prior to the contest.
Web site for the Oregon Hay and Forage Association is: http://www.oregonhaygrowers.com/.
Mylen Bohle

Fall Pasture Management
Livestock owners in the fall are very busy finishing the haying season and preparing to wean and ship calves. With this insane schedule, it is
easy to overlook our pastures and overgraze them. September is a critical time for pasture grasses to recover from being grazed or harvested
for hay during the summer months. Forage plants need to have a 3-4” residual going into winter as the lower stems (or crown) are a major
storage unit for complex carbohydrates. This food source is essential for root regeneration and the formation of shoots (growing points) for
spring growth and long-term forage production. Adequate residual stubble also helps protect the plant from extreme cold, desiccation,
disease, and traps snow and moisture essential for regrowth. As the chart below shows, grazing forages too short will slow or stop root
growth,
negatively affecting the plants’ ability to produce forage once warmer temperatures arrive.

Impact of Grass Removal on Root Growth
Percent of Grass Plant Removed

Percent of Root Growth Stopped
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Chart reproduced from “Fall and Winter Pasture Management Tips” written by Brian Tuck – retired OSU Wasco County Extension agent.
Research has also documented that pastures with adequate residual stubble allowed to rest for 30 days prior to a killing frost, will emerge
10-14 days earlier in the spring. Whether producers utilize pasture rotation or place livestock in a sacrifice area, saving pastures from
overgrazing will increase profits long term by improving soil health and increasing the amount of forage produced.
Scott Duggan

Calendar
September
1-2
Oregon State Fair. Salem, OR
4
WSU Extension Forest Health Seminar. Shelton, WA patrick.shults@wsu.esu or call 360-740-1213
6
Pomology & Viticulture Fruit Field Day. Parma, ID. maurineb@uidaho.ecu or call 208-791-6228
17-20 Lost Rivers Grazing Academy; Salmon, ID. (see article)
26
Central Oregon Hemp Growers Association Formation Meeting. (see article)
26
Encourage Mason Bees to Your Landscape presentation. Bend, OR (see article)
October
3
Statewide CORE Training. (see article)
4
Oregon Fine Fuels Management Field Day. Jordan, OR. Contact: sergio.arispe@oregonstate.edu
15
Encourage Mason Bees to Your Landscape presentation. Redmond, OR (see article)
16-18 PNW Society for Range Management Meeting. Pendleton, OR. Contact: tim.deboodt@oregonstate.edu or 541-903-5903
17
Deschutes County SWCD Field Tour (see article)
17
Oregon Fine Fuels Management Field Day. Burns, OR. Contact: sergio.arispe@oregonstate.edu
18
Pesticide Applicator Course: Laws & Safety. COCC. (see article)
22
Irrigation Efficiency Workshop. 4-H Clover Building, Prineville, OR (see article)
23-25 Oregon Vegetation Management Association Conference (see article)
29-30 Oregon Society of Weed Science Annual Meeting. Hood River Best Western Inn, Hood River (see article)
31
Pesticide Application Course: Right of Way. COCC. (see article)
November
1
Hay Quality Samples are due for Oregon Hay King Contest. (see article)
4
Oregon Fine Fuels Management Field Day. Jordan Valley, OR. Contact: sergio.arispe@oregonstate.edu
6-7
Alfalfa Intensive Training Seminar. National Alfalfa and Forage Alliance. https://www.alfalfa.org/ (see article)
8
Pesticide Applicator Course: Ornamental & Turf Herbicides . COCC. (see article)
8-10
Tilth Alliance Conference. Yakima, WA. http://www.tilthalliance.org/
13-16 Oregon/Idaho/Washington Tri-State Grains Conference. Spokane, WA. http://www.owgl.org/ (See article)
15
OHFA/OFGC Fall Forage Festival. McMinnville, OR (see article)
16
Oregon Hay King Contest. McMinnville, OR (see article)
16
Denim and Diamonds Dinner. Oregon Ag Link. Salem Convention Center. http://aglink.org
19-21 California Alfalfa and Forage Symposium. The Grand Sierra Resort, Reno, NV. (see article)
December
2-6
Irrigation Show & Education Conference. Las Vegas, NV. www.irrigation.org.
2-6
Hermiston Farm Fair. Hermiston, OR
8
Pesticide Applicatior Cource: Ornamental & Turf Insecticides/Fungicides . COCC. (see article)
12
Statewide CORE Training. (see article)
TBA Far West Conference. Kennewick, WA (see article)
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