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Gardening season is just around the corner. As days grow longer and warmer, those seeking to make the 

best of our short growing season will be busy in their gardens- and will inevitably encounter pests or 

problems of some kind. The Klamath County Master Gardeners hope that when pest problems happen, 

gardeners in the Klamath Basin will seek out reliable, research- based information from a reliable 

source- the Master Gardener Plant Clinic.  

The plant clinic is a volunteer-run community resource located at the Klamath Basin Research and 

Extension Center, 6923 Washburn Way. In 2019, the Plant Clinic will be open April through September, 

on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 10-2. You can reach the Clinic via email 

(KlamathMG@Oregonstate.edu) or by phone (541-883-7131). While no single Master Gardener will 

have the answers to every gardening question, between them, the Master Gardeners have hundreds of 

years of gardening experience! In case of particularly difficult problems, large tracts of land, or 

commercial inquiries, Master Gardeners will perform an initial consultation, then route the inquiry to 

horticulture staff.  Let’s take a look at some of the ways Master Gardeners can help solve gardening 

issues through the plant clinic.  

Soil Testing. The Plant Clinic offers pH soil testing free of charge. In 2019, the clinic will be performing all 

soil tests on Fridays: bring samples in early in the week and they’ll be tested the following Friday. This 

change was made in 2019 to make more efficient use of the equipment and testing solutions used. For 

more comprehensive soil testing, Master Gardeners can provide information on the types of tests and 

labs that perform them in our state.  

Plant Identification. Whether it’s a weed, and you need specific eradication information, or it’s 

grandmother’s treasured houseplant and you just want to know what it is, The Plant Clinic is a great 

place to start. Make sure to bring enough of a sample (usually more than one leaf!) for good 

identification. For grasses, a clump, with roots, in bloom, provides the best sample for potential ID, as 

grasses are notoriously difficult. Since some Master Gardeners specialize in particular plant groups, the 

person you encounter at the clinic when submitting your sample may not know what the plant is- but 

they will know who to contact to get an identification.  

Insect Identification.  As awareness grows about the many beneficial insects present in our yards and 

gardens, more and more clients are bringing insects into the Plant Clinic wondering: What is it? Is it a 

problem, or a good guy? Do I need to do anything about it? We encourage this approach! It’s always 

better to know whether an insect may serve a beneficial role in the garden before deciding whether to 

try to control it. Common insects might get an instant ID, but identifications often take time, often under 

a microscope. Expect good answers, but not instantaneous ones.  

Problem Diagnosis and Recommendations. When your plants look sick, have insect damage, or are just 

not responding as anticipated, Master Gardeners can help you evaluate what went wrong and what to 

do about it. Information on both conventional and organic controls are provided, allowing the client to 

determine what is best for their own situation. The best opportunities for solutions come when the 

client has been observant regarding the problem, and can accurately answer questions like “how long 

has this problem been going on?” and “Are all of the similar plants affected, or just one?” “What 
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treatments have already been attempted to remedy this situation?” Clients are encouraged to call 

before driving to the plant clinic for guidance on what constitutes a good sample.  

General Gardening Guidance. Many Plant Clinic clients are transplants – often experienced gardeners 

who have moved from a different (i.e., easier) gardening location. Managing short growing seasons and 

cold nights, water conservation, appropriate natives- these are all common inquiries. Equally common 

are questions from newer gardeners, like “What kinds of vegetables grow well here?” and “Which 

varieties of apple should I try in Chiloquin?” Master Gardeners are able to assist with all of these.  

In 2018, Master Gardeners and staff at the Plant Clinic answered over 1,400 gardening related questions 

in Klamath County. This significant increase in inquiries over the previous year led to changes in Plant 

Clinic internal processes, enabling Master Gardeners to help clients more efficiently than ever before. 

Master Gardeners are dedicated volunteers with a genuine interest in helping other succeed at 

gardening. Clients can contribute to problem solving by observing as much as possible about the plant or 

pest problem they’re attempting to solve. We’ll dive into that topic next week.  

 


