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CC AA NN   YY OO UU   BB EE LL II EE VV EE   II TT ’’ SS   FF AA LL LL ??   

~ Scott L. Thiemann 

2019 was quite a year, and I thank you all 

for your education, dedication, and all-the-

other  a tions.   We truly covered a lot of ground, 

and will hopefully continue stronger than ever next 
year.  We had *so many* events, activities, and 
learning opportunities that you have all been a huge 
part in creating and delivering.  I feel truly thankful 
and it‘s been a joy working with you all.   

I make lots of lists in organizing my daily tasks, and 
this one is by far my favorite (and way long): 

The plant sale and ALL of the work involved year-
round in keeping that going 

A very dedicated and hard-working board and all 
who attended those monthly CCMGA Board 
meetings (I‘m quite happy to announce that those 
positions were filled and to be confirmed in 
November.) 

Earth Day, Azalea & Monarch Festivals 

Kids‘ programs including ongoing support for Riley 
Creek (and a bit in Port Orford at Driftwood 
Elementary), ABC Preschool, and Dig Your Library 

The two Seed-to-Supper programs taking place in 
both Brookings and Crescent City. 

 

 

 

Lots of plant clinics weekly at Extension April -
September as well as monthly information tables in 
Brookings 

Four great presentations at Chetco Library and the 
speakers‘ series  

At least the same here at Riley Creek in hands-on 
classes  

Our two natural resource days for school kids and 4-H 
camp and native plant education for many 

Those who shared their landscapes at our one-day 
―Autumn is Awesome‖ event in September 

Curry County Fair information table, displays, and 
support of all at the Floral Building 

Rogue River Clean-up, and 

The holiday bazaar, still to come mid-November in 
Brookings 

AS YOU CAN SEE, THAT  IS  A  LOT!!!  CONGRATS 
AGAIN TO ALL OF YOU FOR MAKING THIS YEAR  A 
GREAT EXPERIENCE FOR THE CITIZENS OF 
CURRY COUNTY. 

If you have yet to ‗take credit‘ for any of these things—
or those I might have missed—please go to the VRS 
site and do so before Halloween.  I think you have a 

couple days left to  hhaauunntt  yyoouu   to action: 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/ 

 

https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
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ANNUAL PLANT SALE - V a c a n t  P o s i t i o n ( s )   

 

Please consider volunteering as coordinator 
 for the Annual Plant Sale 

 
 
 

 
The great pumpkin contestants. 

 

 
 

 

RILEY CREEK GARDEN ~Ali Mramor  

amramor@ccsd.k12.or.us  

Please get in touch with Ali via email, text or phone call if you'd 
like to help out: amramor@ccsd.k12.or.us  tele. 310-409-3496. 
 

The Annual Fall Fest at the Riley Creek Garden was Wednesday, October 23 
and was a HUGE success! We had the largest attendance ever at over 170 
people! It was a wonderful event that included Riley Creek students from all 
grades (K-8) and their families, staff, and faculty. Fresh lettuce from the garden 
was harvested and served in lettuce wraps filled with fresh veggies and hummus 
and the pumpkin weight guessing contest yielded a winner from each grade 
taking a pumpkin home.  

We pressed apple cider again this year and we couldn't cut apples fast enough 
to get them in the press to serve a thirsty line. But the big hit this year was the 
Fall Crown making station. Children and adults made beautiful crowns to wear 
made from fresh flowers and fall greenery and donned them throughout the fest. 
We had many students proudly showing their parents around the garden and all 
of the work they've put into it. Kids were able to harvest carrots and take home 
potatoes and garlic grown in the garden. 

Outside of the excitement of the Fall Fest we have still been holding regular 
classes out in the garden. We've had the 7th and 8th graders regularly coming 
out to attend to the worm and compost bins. The 1st graders have planted fava 
beans, and many beds have been prepped for the fall by multiple grades. 

Friday, October 25 the Riley Creek School Garden is being showcased as part 
of the Live Culture Coast event happening all along the southern Oregon coast. 

The garden doesn't show any signs of slowing down yet, although the cooler 
temperatures and rain are surely around the corner. Thank you all who have 
volunteered so far this year. The garden couldn't be what it is without you. 

 
Ali and Lori 
 

mailto:amramor@ccsd.k12.or.us
mailto:amramor@ccsd.k12.or.us
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DIG YOUR LIBRARY ~ Julia Bott 

Chetco Community Public Library Annex  
402 Alder Street, Brookings 
Contact Julia Bott jbott@batnet.com or  
              telephone 650.520.5673 

In summer 2018, Curry County Master Gardeners worked with the Chetco 
Community Public Library in Brookings on a 4-week summer gardening 
program for kids. It was a pilot project and like many first-year gardens, it was 
quite a learning experience. However, Dig Your library, grew out of the effort. 

Dig Your Library 2019 had 3 sessions – spring, summer and fall – between 
late March and early October on most Friday afternoons from 3:30-5. Our first 
day, we harvested fava beans, using them to learn about the parts of a plant 
and nitrogen fixing. And on our last day, we cleaned the beds and planted 
fava beans and garlic for Dig Your Library 2020.  

In between, in just 3 beds, we planted and harvested radishes, peas, lettuce, 
chard, celery, bush beans (purple, yellow and green), 8 pumpkins and 1 
acorn squash. We also learned about worms, compost, Monarch butterflies 
and what was eating our plants. After some sleuthing, we determined rats 
were our varmint and made effective, if irritating, fencing with bird netting.   

Many volunteer Master Gardeners contributed to the 2019 activities including 
Cathy Appel, Sherry Baum, Geo Vella, Ginny Knox, Tom Kerr and Judy 
Emerson.    Thank you! 

We‘re kicking-off Dig Your Library on Saturday March 21 with a DIY worm 
composting workshop and garden activities. There are lots of activities for 
volunteers. If you‘d like to get involved, contact Julia Bott at jbott@batnet.com 
or 650.520.5673. 

 

Photograph permissions on file.   (Below)   Pulling fava beans  

 

 

 

 

Nitrogen fixing bacteria nodules on fava beans (Above )   
Looking at the inside of a fava bean (Below) 

 

“The wonderful thing about garden-based learning  

is that it's a hands-on, minds-on experience  

where my students and I learn together.” 

 

                                          from Kids and Classrooms 

mailto:jbott@batnet.com
mailto:jbott@batnet.com
http://www2.garden.org/nga/edu/
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DIG YOUR LIBRARY (CONT.)   Thinning radishes  

Watering (right)   End of Season (Below)   
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“Dig Your Library”: Julia B. – has submitted $150, the library will 
help with additional funds. She will work with other service 
organizations to get support for the garden expansion, would like 
some sheep manure. 
ABC Preschool: Barb Cary submitted the same budget, just 
different allocations. 
Riley Creek: Ali M. – Approximately the same minus the irrigation 
project, also needs some sheep manure, free for a  donation to Wild 
Rivers Land Trust. Bryan G. asked about the hoop house concrete 
floor. This project will be funded by GB Rotary & Rotary 
International. CCMG will not be involved financially. 
Ritchey Memorial Garden: Carol Hobbs – Needs to increase the 
budget for mulch & fertilizer, upped to $75. 

Q4 OMGA Meeting in Tillamook: 
Will be held Nov 1 & 2. 
 

Officers for 2020: 

If nobody wants to serve as President, Treasurer, or Secretary, 
those currently in the positions are willing to stay (maybe 
reluctantly). The position of OMGA State Rep., currently combined 
with the position of secretary, will be open to anybody who would 
like to take it. Julia B. has agreed to become the Vice President. 
Debbie C. has been doing membership for 4 years and would like to 
find a replacement. Formerly it was part of the Treasurer‘s duties 
but as the Treasurer‘s job has gotten more complicated Debbie C. 
took on those duties: which consist of mailing dues notices, 
collecting dues, & maintaining the CCMGA membership roster. 
Debbie R. said she could take on membership. 

Christmas for Your Garden: 

CCMGA has donated $75 to OMGA in lieu of items for the silent 
auction at the 4th quarter meeting. 

UPDATE CALENDAR: 

Ali Van Otterloo – Mentioned the event Thursday Oct 24 ―Kick off for 
Curry County Heirloom Seed Library‖ 6 PM at the Chetco 
Community Library. Julia B. also talked about it & it has been 
publicized. 
Ali Van O. will be out of town for awhile & Ali M. has the login 
information for the Teamup calendar to make any necessary 
updates. 

PROGRAM ASSISTANT’S REPORT: 

Scott Thiemann – Talked about the ECCO site (Electronic Client 
Contact to be used at plant clinics). Amy Jo Detweiler would like 
donations for development & ongoing support & has received 
money from different counties. He wants CCMGA to consider a 
$100 donation & a $100 yearly contribution. The site is at a point 
where it can be tested, volunteers needed. CCMGA planned on 
supporting it next year. 

Class surveys for new trainees need to be turned in. Also, he would 
like a trainee to do the plant clinic phone survey. 
The 2020 MG class has 5 people signed up so far. Scott wants   
Friday, Nov ember 15 as the cutoff date for interviews. 

 

CCMGA – GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
October 15, 2019 

Meeting Called to Order 10:03 AM at the OSU Extension classroom 

Attending: Lori Phelan, Jeffrie Hall, Ruth Patton, Mary Jacobs, Debbie 
Richter, Scott Thiemann, Ali Van Otterloo, Carol Hobbs, Debbie Carroll, 
Ali Mramor, John Albi, Bryan Grummon, Julia Bott, Geo Vella, Ginny 
Knox, JoAnn Jimerson 

Introduction of new people & ―regulars‖ at meeting & what year they 
completed the MG program. Scott T. is the ―winner‖ at 1998. 

Minutes from September 17, 2019 no changes, approved by Ruth P. 
seconded by Ali Van O. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Ruth P. went over income & expenses for September. The 
owner/congregation of the church from which Riley Creek gets its 
electricity has responded to CCMGA & is happy to receive a $200 yearly 
donation (stated as $100 in last minutes). Amount approved by board. 
Ruth has not paid Gold Beach HS $300 from the plant sale 
(approximately 3% of net sales) for the use of the greenhouse, electricity, 
& water but will do so soon. 
She discussed QuickBooks & benefits of using. Online subscription 
approved by board after discussing the pros/cons of online vs. buying 
software in a box. She will subscribe to, set up the accounts & ―retire‖ 
Quicken in January. The cost would be $50 per year for multiple users 
from techsoup.org. Ali M. & Julia B. can help her with set up. 

BUSINESS ITEMS: 
Budgets: 

Time for all budgets for projects etc. to be submitted for approval at Nov. 
board meeting. 
Ruth P. & members present went over the Administration budget. 
Changes to line items amounts & descriptions will be made from last 
year‘s budget. Some of items discussed: 
Brought up by Scott T. – the line item of ―Donations Given‖ included $500 
to the Brookings School District for their gardening programs. This was 
given in 2018 but no donation has been given this year. There was a 
discussion about last year‘s amount & how it was spent. Julia B., who is 
acquainted with some of the people in the district, is willing to be the 
―point person‖ to see how to pay future CCMG donations to the 
Brookings School District & how best to work with them. A motion was 
made by Lori P. to donate $200 going forward & seconded by Carol H. 

Discussion about how much to put in budget for the purchase of a 
CCMGA customized popup and/or banner & tablecloth to cover the new 
table for events. 
The amount of ―Travel-mileage outside of county‖ needs to be increased 
from $100 to reflect the actual costs of attending OMGA meetings. 
From Carol H. – When plants from the ―Plant Sale‖ inventory are 
―donated‖, awarded, or used for CMG projects there needs to be a way to 
account for the dollar value of the plants taken from future sales. 
 

Other Budgets Submitted: 
Plant Sale Budget: Increased costs for better soil, fertilizer, & more 
vegetable seed money. 
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NOVEMBER GARDEN TIPS 
Planning 

 Force spring bulbs for indoor blooms in December. 
Maintenance and cleanup 

 Service lawn mower. 
 Check potatoes in storage and remove any going bad. 
 Place a portable cold frame over rows of winter vegetables. 
 Place mulch around berries for winter protection. 
 Cover rhubarb and asparagus beds with composted manure and straw. 
 Rake and compost leaves that are free of diseases and insects. Use mulch to 

prevent erosion and compaction from rain. 
 To protect built-in sprinkler systems, drain the system and insulate the valve 

mechanisms. 
 Clean and oil your lawnmower and other garden equipment and tools before 

storing them for winter. Drain and store hoses carefully to avoid damage 
from freezing. Renew mulch around perennial flowerbeds after removing 
weeds. 

 Protect tender evergreens from drying wind. 
 Tie limbs of upright evergreens to prevent breakage by snow or ice. 
 Trim chrysanthemums to 4 to 6 inches after they finish blooming. 
 Leave ornamental grasses up in winter to provide texture in the landscape. Cut 

them back a few inches above the ground in early spring. 
 Western Oregon: Last chance to plant cover crops for soil building. You can 

also use a 3- to 4-inch layer of leaves, spread over the garden plot, to 
eliminate winter weeds, suppress early spring weeds and prevent soil 
compaction by rain. 

 Western Oregon: Watch for wet soil and drainage problems in yard during 
heavy rains. Tiling, ditching and French drains are possible solutions. 
Consider rain gardens and bioswales as a long-term solution. 

 Western Oregon: Take cuttings of rhododendrons and camellias for 
propagation; propagate begonias from leaf cuttings. 

 Western Oregon: Prune roses (tea and floribunda, but NOT climbers and 
ramblers) to around 3 feet in height to prevent winter damage. 

Planting/propagation 

 Plant a window garden of lettuce, chives and parsley. 
 It's a good time to plant trees and shrubs. Consider varieties that supply food 

and shelter to birds, such as sumac, elderberry, flowering currant and mock 
orange. 

 Western Oregon: Still time to plant spring-flowering bulbs, such as tulips, 
daffodils, hyacinths and crocuses. Don't delay. 

 Western Oregon: Good time to plant garlic for harvest next summer, and to 
transplant landscape trees and shrubs. 

Pest monitoring and management 

 Rake and destroy leaves from fruit trees that were diseased this year. Remove 
and discard mummified fruit. 

 Check firewood for insect infestations. Burn affected wood first and don't store 
inside. 

 Treat peaches four weeks after leaf fall spray for peach leaf curl and shothole 
diseases. 

 Western Oregon: Moss appearing in lawn may mean too much shade or poor 
drainage. Correct site conditions if moss is bothersome. 

 Western Oregon: Bait garden for slugs during rainy periods. Use traps or 
phosphate baits, which are pet-safe. 

 Monitor landscape plants for problems. Don't treat unless a problem is 
identified. 

Houseplants and indoor gardening 

 Reduce fertilizer applications. 

 

 

(Cont.)   MEETING MINUTES-October 15, 2019 

 
The last 2 Chetco Community Library talks given by MGs were well 
attended & it would be great if the talks continue next year. 
Badges & labels for current MGs will be handed out at the holiday 
dinner. Almost all MGs are getting their hours completed, must be 
done by Oct 31. Rebates to trainees will be issued after hours are 
completed. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Riley Creek: Ali M. – Getting ready for the Fall Festival. She has her 
quota of volunteers & needs the event to be promoted. She has been 
researching sign companies to use her Karl Carlson Grant for garden 
signage and has found an online company that has kid focused sign 
templates. Composting & vermiculture will be the first ones purchased. 
Lots of kids are attending the garden classes. Suzanne Hossler has 
been helping with growing the hydroponic lettuce with 6 to 8 heads 
harvested each week. 

Dig Your Library: Julia Bott – classes are completed for this year & 
planning is underway for expanding the program next year with more 
beds in a sunnier location & possible weekday classes for all age 
groups. 

MG Speaker Series: Finished for the year. 

OTHER ASSOCIATION PROJECTS/WORKSHOPS/CLASSES: 

Holiday Bazaar: Ruth P. has paid for the space. Succulent planters, 
hypertufa & driftwood are being planted at the greenhouse. Set up Nov 
15, sale Nov 16. On the calendar for volunteer sign ups. 

Late Summer/Fall Classes at Riley Creek: Oct 19 is part 2 of the 
succulent planter class with Carol H. & Oct 26 will be the vermiculture 
class with Ali M. She does not feel that the $10 price will cover all 
expenses & may need additional funding which can come from the 
―Miscellaneous‖ budget. The best price she has found for worm bins 
(restaurant dish containers) is $9. Next year there will be a line item in 
the budget for these classes. 

Holiday Party: Bryan has eaten at the brew pub being considered for 
the holiday party. Although the food is good it is a very noisy place. 
Another option would be the Chowder House. If the price can be $25 
to $30 that would be an acceptable choice. 

Meeting adjourned 11:52 PM 

Submitted by Jeffrie Hall 
 

   
 

Helleborus    CHRISTMAS ROSE 
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PUMPKIN  MOUSSE  

so easy,   so simple,  so good! 

A great, lighter autumn treat 
 

Pumpkin   (1 small can)  or use sweet potato
  

¾ cup sugar 

½ tsp Cinnamon 

½ tsp Allspice 

Mix together and heat carefully, (about 1 

minute) in microwave until sugar melts. 

Cool completely 
 

Mix cooled filling with (1 8 oz. carton)  Cool Whip  
 

Serve in bowls topped with a Tablespoon of 

additional Cool Whip 

HOW TO FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON 
Contact Lori Phelan, find us on Facebook:  Curry County Master 
Gardeners-OSU Extension 
 THE BRAMBLES NEWSLETTER 
Emailed to active members and online at 
www: http/extension.oregonstate.edu.curry 
 Editor, Cathe Barter at umpqua.bart@gmail.com 

 

BOARD MEETINGS monthly 3rd Tuesday from 10 am to noon   

OSU Extension (Gold Beach) 
2930 Ellensburg Avenue, Gold Beach, meeting room 
  {No Meetings in August or December} 
 

Visit these sites to volunteer: 
 

 ABC PRESCHOOL 
543 Hemlock St, Brookings 
Contact Barb Carey  barbcary15696@gmail.com 
 

DIG YOUR LIBRARY  
Chetco Community Public Library Annex  
402 Alder Street, Brookings 
Contact Julia Bott jbott@batnet.com or tele. 650.520.5673 
 

GOLD BEACH HIGH SCHOOL GREENHOUSE 
29316 Ellensburg (at the read of school) 

Contact Carol Hobbs,  541-251-2422   Mailhobbs@yahoo.com 
 *Annual Plant Sale Project* spoken here 
 
 

 RILEY CREEK GARDEN 
94350 6th Street, Gold Beach 

Contact Ali Mramor  amramor@ccsd.k12.or.us 

 

S H O P  A N D  G I V E  B A C K  T O  C C M G A !  
  

CCMGA has completed two "REWARD" program applications!  This is 
your chance to give to our non-profit organization through your daily 
purchases. 
 The 1st rewards program is smile.amazon.com.  If you have an Amazon 
account and purchase products from Amazon, connecting your account 
to Smile.amazon is easy.  Go to smile.amazon.com and log in to your 
account.  You will be asked which charity/non-profit you would like to 
support.  You will find MANY Master Gardener Associations, so PLEASE 
select Master Gardener Association, Gold Beach, Oregon.  It is on page 
three or four of their list of Master Gardener Assn.  Then make your 
purchases...it is that simple.  Amazon smile will donate .05% of your 
qualified purchase to CCMGA by direct deposit. 
  

The 2nd rewards program is with Fred Meyer.  Using this reward 
program is as easy as linking your Fred Meyer Rewards card with Curry 
County Master Gardener Assn., Gold Beach, OR.  Set up a new account 

or sign into your existing account at fredmeyer.com, click on the 
‗Fred Meyer Community Rewards‘ link at the bottom of the page,  
type in ‗Curry County Master Gardener Assn.‘ or the number 
‗85441‘, choose our organization, and click on ‗Enroll.‘ 
   

Information about both the programs is available online at each 
business; check it out!   

mailto:umpqua.bart@gmail.com
mailto:barbcary15696@gmail.com
mailto:jbott@batnet.com
mailto:Mailhobbs@yahoo.com
mailto:amramor@ccsd.k12.or.us
http://mile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://fredmeyer.com/


 

 

Curry County Master Gardeners Association  
monthly meetings 3rd Tuesday, 10 am to noon in Gold Beach, OR 

 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / O S U E x t C u r r y M G  
 

                     

November 2019 ~ The Brambles  

Have you seen the Curry County Master Gardeners 
website? 
Extension.oregonstate.edu/curry/mg 
The Brambles is usually posted there by the 
second of the month. 

 

The last Monday of the month is the cut-off date 
for submitting articles for the Brambles.  Email them 
to Cathe Barter 
umpqua.bart@gmail.com 
 

This is your newsletter, if you have something to 
share please send it in. We will make every effort to 
include it. 

Thanks to all of you who generously contributed to 
this edition of the Brambles.  All submissions are 
gladly considered. 

Curry County Master Gardeners Association 
PO Box 107 

Gold Beach, OR   97444 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials 
without discrimination based on age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, marital status, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran‘s status.  Oregon State University 

Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

 

CCMGA Officers for 2019 
President    …………. Lor i  P he l an  

Vice President………  M a r n a  W i l l i ams  

Secretary…………….  Je f f r i e  H a l l  

Treasurer…………….  Ruth Patton 

OMG State Rep……    Je f f r i e  H a l l  

Newsletter Editor…...   Cath e  B ar t e r  

Historian…………….    Cath e  B ar t e r  

Past President……….  Pam L es l i e  

OSU Program Asst…   Sco t t  Th iem an n  
                           1  -  8 00 - 35 6 - 39 8 6  
 

To contact officers, leave a message at the Extension 

office 1-800-356-3986 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/OSUExtCurryMG
mailto:bgfitts@gmail.com

