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They did it!  Finally, after a couple of reminders from two of our 2020 MG students, I arranged for us to Zoom-check 
our final exams. Most scores I’ve seen were in the upper 90’s…that’s hot! 

So, for those that completed this last requirement of the training, they are now officially Master Gardener apprentices, 
and, after 50 volunteer hours are completed—which a couple folks have already done—they are eligible for full 
Master Gardenerdom, and welcomed to our team.  This is especially admirable during a time when we are so 
quarantines and masked and limited in volunteering opportunities.  Those who do complete their volunteer hours by 
Halloween of this year will also receive badges with their names engraved by the end of the year. 

Just a reminder that those who did graduate and complete the final exam have until Oct 31 of 2021 to complete 
volunteers hours to receive the badges with their names engraved.  We are truly hoping that we can return to a more 
normal volunteer schedule next year. 

At present, we have had ongoing support available at the school gardens in both Gold Beach and in Port Orford.  We 
have also had questions that needed researched that have been sent out for this year’s students and several 
perennials to research and to answer.  One of the tools we look to employ in upcoming years in our plant clinics is the 
ECCo staging platform, and there are final touches being put to that tool.  ECCo will help streamline all of our plant 
clinic work, and to make our research available to others as well as theirs to us!  That is exciting, and be looking for 
future opportunities to get involved in that support. 

Including the above, my fellow coordinators and colleagues at the state level have been working on creating training 
for next year, that along with some of our typical MG topics, will provide a path for those of you who are willing and 
interested in learning to support others in an online environment.  This change and the need to provide more support 
in our program thru web-based strategies, which has been a long time in very slowly coming, has been thrust forward 
as a result of where we find ourselves today and will be one of the new directions in which our Master Gardener 
program will be moving forward. 

Meanwhile, thank you for the ways in which you have stayed involved, hope to keep seeing you at our monthly 
CCMGA meetings, and continue to take care of yourselves…we will get thru this!  
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Greenhouse  (cont. page 3)  ~  Carol Hobbs  

Just a quick note to show everyone some of the beautiful plants that 
are flourishing in the courtyard. While we will not be having a fall 
plant sale, plants are available to purchase. Plant sale waterers are 

at the high school Tuesdays 12 to 1 pm and Sundays 11 to12 
noon. Or call /text Carol 541-251-2422. 

We are starting propagation this Tuesday. If you would like to learn 
how to propagate, sign up on the Teamup Calendar. We are 
focusing on plants that will take two years to be of size to sell and 
plants we have sold out of and are in high demand. 

I am also looking for ideas to have a safe sale next spring. Jeff Hall 
has been working on an on line list of plants. Ideas for scheduling 
pickups??  Ideas for inventory management??  Let me know.  
~Carol 

 
RILEY CREEK GARDEN 
94350 6th Street, Gold Beach 

Contact Mary Jacobs or Lori Phelan, if interested.  

Riley Creek accidental experiment with Ozette potatoes.  Two- and one-half 
years ago, Cathy Boden brought some Ozette potatoes to Riley Creek, so 
we could try raising them. They are a knarly-looking fingerling potato, grown 
by the Makah Indian tribe since colonial days. Said to be the oldest type of 
potato grown in North America. We planted them near some smooth round 
purple Peruvian potatoes. 

That fall, after the plants had flowered and died back, we harvested both 
types of potatoes. I noticed that some plants had small tomato-like seed 
pods on them. It gave me little concern. Kindergarteners were having fun 
digging potatoes. We generally miss quite a few tubers, so I wasn’t 
surprised when the following spring, the bed filled with sprouting potato 
plants. 

This year, however, I was surprised to encounter not only knarly Ozette and 
smooth Peruvian potatoes. There were quite a few purple potatoes shaped 
similarly to the Ozette potatoes. I cut into the odd-looking tuber and found 
mottled blue and white flesh (see photo). 

I concluded that cross-pollination had taken place and the new plants had 
grown from seeds from the cross-pollinated flowers. Does anyone else 
have an explanation? 

 

 
 

DIG YOUR LIBRARY ~ Julia Bott 
Chetco Community Public Library Annex 
402 Alder Street, Brookings 
Contact Julia Bott jbott@batnet.com or 
telephone 650.520.5673 

Dig Your Library summer programs were cancelled. This was 
anticipated so a variety of pumpkins were planted with the goal of 
providing for fall fun at the Chetco Community Public Library.  There 
are already some small pumpkins growing (and some delicata 
squash because I must have mixed-up labeling a couple of the seed 
pots), at least the bees are happy.   Second pix is bee close-up 
inside pumpkin blossom. 

   

The milkweed is also being monitored for eggs. None have been 
found. Reports of local Monarch butterfly are just starting so I’ll keep 
looking.  

It’s sad that the kids are missing the garden. However, I really feel for 
our local Master Gardener volunteers who are missing their time at 
Dig Your Library each time I get a text or call from them asking about 
helping. Dig your library will be back…some season soon. 

 
 

G o u r d  O u t  o f  m y  M i n d  

( P u m p k i n  S p i c e )  L a t t e  

What Do You Get When You Drop a Pumpkin?  You get squash! 

I ' m  a  P u n  K i n g   …  I ’ m  a  p u m p k i n  

How Do You Mend a Broken Jack-o'-Lantern?  With a pumpkin patch 

Pumpkin Pi    I Only Have Pies for You 

What do you call a stylish ghost?     Fa-boo-lous! 

 

O h  M y  G o u r d n e s s ,    I t ' s  A u t u m n !  

 
 

 

mailto:jbott@batnet.com
https://www.countryliving.com/life/travel/g21273436/pumpkin-farms-near-me/
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(Cont. page 2)     FLOWERS  

Hydrangeas, Fuchsias Cuphias 
Perennial mums 

Hypericum. St. John’s wart 
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WHAT’S COMING IN 2021  
FOR OSU EXTENSION MASTER GARDENER TRAINING 

~ LeAnn Locher, OSU  Statewide MG Outreach Coordinator 

 
2020 has delivered many challenges and Oregon Extension Master Gardeners have risen to meet them. Identifying pest problems, 
recommending plant options, responding to compost concerns have all gone from in-person discussions to virtual workshops, email, and 
web-based interactions. This has been a tremendous pivot, all while Oregonian’s interests in gardening, and beginner gardeners, 
have skyrocketed in numbers. 
  
In order to meet the needs of the community and to support our 3,000 active Master Gardeners, we are excited to begin announcing our 
approach to training in 2021.   
 
Current Master Gardeners will be offered an innovative new curriculum, online, via a combination of self-paced learning and live webinars 
and online conversations with OSU experts. Online discussion boards and meeting rooms will be used to foster connectedness, 
networking, and the exchange of ideas among Master Gardeners across the state. This curriculum will be delivered January-March, 2021, 
so that Master Gardener volunteers can launch the 2021 gardening season empowered to serve Oregon's experienced and novice 
gardeners. 
  
TRAININGS FOR NEW MASTER GARDENERS 
 WILL OCCUR AGAIN IN 2022   
 
 What this means for Master Gardeners:  

 
• access to top level university training opportunities to connect, learn and grow with others in your local community as well as across 
the state;  
• learn how to take the deep well of horticulture knowledge you have and bring it to more people, friends, and neighbors through 
learning new online tools.  

  
What this means for Oregonians;  

 
• increased accessibility to OSU Extension Master Gardeners, questions and advice;  
• a whole wave of new regionally relevant resources to support Oregon’s gardeners;  
• increased topics of knowledge for growing plants for food, health and wellness.  

 
We will continue to offer our core services to gardeners in local communities, including answering your gardening questions, teaching and 
demonstrating locally-relevant gardening methods, and supporting locally-driven and delivered garden education opportunities. But we're 
also expanding and strengthening our ability to develop and disseminate gardening advice and information in ways that are 
easily accessible to gardeners of all levels, on their own time, at their own pace, and at no cost.  
In the coming week, surveys will be distributed to current Master Gardeners to solicit your thoughts, ideas, and priorities for this new 2021 
curriculum. We look forward to hearing what’s important to you and your local communities and are excited to work together in 2021.  
 
Together, we can grow Oregon’s gardeners. 
 
 

 

https://www.opb.org/news/article/garden-community-coronavirus-safety-oregon-state-university/
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CCMGA –  NO GENERAL MEETING 

by Lori Phelan, CCMGA President 2020 
 

Usually in August we have our summer party and forego the 
meeting. Since we cannot have our party, let’s have a meeting! 
Yah!  Just kidding, we won’t have a meeting. We will resume 
meeting September 15

th
, mark your calendars. 

NEWS that can’t wait: 

The majority of the new class has officially graduated. 
Congratulations! 

Greenhouse: There are many plants at the high school 

greenhouse in Gold Beach if you are interested, contact Carol 
Hobbs. She’s willing to set up appointments for you as a Master 
Gardener, your friends, neighbors or family that may be interested, 
Fall is around the corner to get them in the ground. We won’t be 
having a Fall Sale. There will be some FREE plants set out across 
from the greenhouse by the grassy area by the auto/metal shop, 
not in the courtyard. 

Riley Creek: we are still meeting on Monday and Wednesdays at 

9am to harvest and pick weeds. There will be strawberries, lettuce, 
beets, green beans and maybe a few other goodies to take home 
and eat. The school will not be using the lettuce until after Labor 
Day so come and get it. 

Until next time…   

. 

        

Butternut Squash Soup 
Level: Intermediate, Prep: 20 min, Cook: 40 min 
Yield: 6 servings 
 
Ingredients 
One butternut squash [2-1/2-lbs], peeled, seeded, chunked 
2  tablespoons unsalted butter 
1  medium onion, chopped 
6  cups chicken stock 
Nutmeg, allspice, or cinnamon 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
 
Directions  -- Cut squash into 1-inch chunks. Melt butter in 
large pot, add chopped onion and cook until translucent, 
about 8 minutes. Add chunked squash and chicken stock. 
Bring to a simmer and cook until squash is tender, about 15 
to 20 minutes. Remove squash chunks with slotted spoon 
and place in a blender and puree. Return blended squash to 
pot. Stir and season with nutmeg, salt, and pepper. Top with 
a splash of spice with roasted pumpkin seeds.  Serve. 
 

 

 

HOW TO FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON 
Contact Lori Phelan, find us on Facebook:  Curry County Master Gardeners-
OSU Extension 
 THE BRAMBLES NEWSLETTER 
Emailed to active members and on  
www: http/extension.oregonstate.edu.curry 
 Editor, Cathe Barter at umpqua.bart@gmail.com 

 

BOARD MEETINGS are monthly 3rd Tuesday from 10 am to noon      

OSU Extension (Gold Beach) 
2930 Ellensburg Avenue, Gold Beach, meeting room 
  {No Meetings in August or December} 

 
Visit these sites to volunteer: 
 
 GOLD BEACH HIGH SCHOOL GREENHOUSE 
29316 Ellensburg (at the read of school) 
Contact Carol Hobbs,  541-251-2422   Mailhobbs@yahoo.com 
 *Annual Plant Sale Project* spoken here 
 
 RILEY CREEK GARDEN 
94350 6th Street, Gold Beach 
Contact Mary Jacobs 
 

DIG YOUR LIBRARY ~ Julia Bott 
Chetco Community Public Library Annex  
402 Alder Street, Brookings 
Contact Julia Bott jbott@batnet.com or  
              telephone 650.520.5673 
 
 ABC PRESCHOOL 
543 Hemlock St, Brookings 
Contact  Sherry Baum & Ruth Patton 

 
S H O P  A N D  G I V E  B A C K  T O  C C M G A !  
  
CCMGA has completed two "REWARD" program applications!  This is your 
chance to give to our non-profit organization through your daily purchases. 
 The 1st rewards program is smile.amazon.com.  If you have an Amazon 
account and purchase products from Amazon, connecting your account to 
Smile.amazon is easy.  Go to smile.amazon.com and log in to your account.  
You will be asked which charity/non-profit you would like to support.  You will 
find MANY Master Gardener Associations, so PLEASE select Master 
Gardener Association, Gold Beach, Oregon.  It is on page three or four of 
their list of Master Gardener Assn.  Then make your purchases...it is that 
simple.  Amazon smile will donate .05% of your qualified purchase to 
CCMGA by direct deposit. 
  
The 2nd rewards program is with Fred Meyer.  Using this reward program is 
as easy as linking your Fred Meyer Rewards card with Curry County Master 
Gardener Assn., Gold Beach, OR.  Set up a new account or sign into your 
existing account at fredmeyer.com, click on the ‘Fred Meyer Community 
Rewards’ link at the bottom of the page,  type in ‘Curry County Master 
Gardener Assn.’ or the number ‘85441’, choose our organization, and click 
on ‘Enroll.’ 
   
Information about both the programs is available online at each business; 
check it out!   

 

 

mailto:umpqua.bart@gmail.com
mailto:Mailhobbs@yahoo.com
mailto:jbott@batnet.com
http://mile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://fredmeyer.com/
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   GARDENING TIPS 
 
Maintenance and cleanup 

 Harvest winter squash when the "ground spot" changes from white to a cream or gold color. 
 Pick and store winter squash; mulch carrots, parsnips and beets for winter harvesting. 
 Protect tomatoes; pick green tomatoes and ripen indoors if frost threatens. 
 Reduce water on trees, shrubs and vines east of Cascades to harden them for winter. 
 Stake tall flowers to keep them from blowing over in fall winds. 
 Dig, clean and store tuberous begonias if frost threatens. 
 Harvest potatoes when the tops die down. Store them in a dark location. 
 Optimal time for establishing a new lawn is August through mid-September. 
 Aerate lawns. 
 Early-September: Apply 1 pound nitrogen per 1,000 square feet to lawns. Reduce risks of run-off into local waterways by not fertilizing just prior to rain, and 

not over-irrigating so that water runs off of lawn and onto sidewalk or street. 
 Willamette Valley: Stop irrigating your lawn after Labor Day to suppress European crane fly populations. 
 Recycle disease-free plant material and kitchen vegetable and fruit scraps into compost. Don't compost diseased plants unless you are using the "hot 

compost" method (120 degrees to 150 degrees Fahrenheit). 
 
Planting/propagation 

 Divide peonies and iris. 
 Plant or transplant woody ornamentals and mature herbaceous perennials. Fall planting of trees, shrubs and perennials can encourage healthy root growth 

over the winter. 
 Plant daffodils, tulips and crocus for spring bloom. Work calcium and phosphorus into the soil below the bulbs at planting time. Remember when purchasing 

bulbs, the size of the bulb is directly correlated to the size of the flower yet to come in spring. 
 Western Oregon: Plant winter cover of annual rye or winter peas in vegetable garden. 

 
Pest monitoring and management 

 Apply parasitic nematodes to moist soil beneath rhododendrons and azaleas that show root weevil damage (notched leaves). 
 Control slugs as necessary. Least toxic management options include barriers and traps. Baits are also available for slug control; use caution around pets. 

Read and follow all label directions prior to using baits, or any other chemical control. 
 Monitor trailing berries for leaf and cane spot. Treat if necessary. 
 As necessary, apply copper spray for peach and cherry trees. 
 Spray for juniper twig blight, as necessary, after pruning away dead and infected twigs. 
 Continue monitoring late-season soft fruits and berries for Spotted Wing Drosophila (SWD).  If SWD are present, use an integrated and least toxic approach 

to manage the pests.  Learn how to monitor for SWD flies and larval infestations in fruit. 
 Coastal and Western valleys: Spray susceptible varieties of potatoes and tomatoes for early and late blight. 

 

Indoor Gardening 
 Clean houseplants, check for insects, and repot and fertilize if necessary; then bring them indoors. 

 

 
 

http://horticulture.oregonstate.edu/group/spotted-wing-drosophila


September 2020 Brambles 

 

7 

 
 

Guidelines for Riley Creek Garden activities during Covid-19 Pandemic 
 

 Actions to Protect Ourselves and Others 
o Stay home if you are sick. 
o To avoid exposure to COVID-19, if you feel you are at high risk for severe illness from COVID-19, you are encouraged to 

stay home by the CDC, even if you feel well.  
o If you become symptomatic (cough, fever, shortness of breath) while in public, please return home and self-isolate 

immediately.  
o Practice good hand hygiene with frequent handwashing for at least 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer (60-95% alcohol 

content). 
o Cover coughs/sneezes with elbow or tissue. If you use a tissue, immediately discard tissue in garbage and your wash 

hands. 
o Avoid touching your face. 
o Practice physical distancing of at least six (6) feet between you and people who you do not live with. 
o Use cloth, paper or disposable face coverings in public.  
 

 Guidance on Use of Face Coverings 
o OSU requires the use of face coverings when in enclosed public and common areas. Face coverings are also required in 

outdoor areas (including gardens) where physical distancing is not easily maintained. 
 

 Guidance Related to Outdoor Recreation Facilities 
o Frequently clean and disinfect work areas, high-traffic areas, and commonly touched surfaces in both public and non-

public areas of parks and facilities. 
o Post clear signs (available at healthoregon.org/coronavirus) listing COVID-19 symptoms, asking employees, volunteers 

and visitors with symptoms to stay home and who to contact if they need assistance.  Signs will also be posted to explain 
safety protocols in commonly used areas 

 

Check List for Master Gardeners Participating in Restricted Operations 
I have read and agree to adhere to the list of guidance related to restricted Master Gardener activities 

 I understand that failure to adhere to the guidance puts continued work in the garden at risk 
I will:   
 Complete OSU Extension’s COVID-19 awareness training 

 Sign up ahead of time on CCMG calendar or with Mary Jacobs so that we can ensure that no more than 10 individuals will be 
working in the garden at any given time. 

 You are required to bring a mask and wear it upon entering garden, orientation (hand washing station, disinfectant use, etc.) 
harvesting and delivery of food to the cafeteria and working within 6 feet of others. 

o Sign in with phone number and email, when working at the garden so that we can ensure a limited number of MG volunteers at an 
activity site, and so that we can conduct contact tracing, should there be an exposure risk associate with a MG activity. 

 Bring my own tools, if possible, and label them as yours. 

 If you use any other tools, disinfect with Clorox wipes before replacing in shed 

 Adhere to OSU’s policy on physical distancing (6 feet or more) when working in the garden. 

 Refrain from coming to the garden, if I am sick, or if I reside in a household where someone is or has recently been sick. 

 Become familiar with safe and effective use of environmental cleaners, including the shared surfaces where they should be used, 
in the garden. 

 Refrain from using the garden as a communal gathering site.  

 Communicate concerns about health and safety in the garden to my Master Gardener Coordinator. 
 
Name: _______________________________ Date: ___________ Signature: ____________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

Curry County Master Gardeners Association  
monthly meetings 3rd Tuesday, 10 am to noon in Gold Beach, OR 
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September 2020 ~ The Brambles  

Have you seen the Curry County Master Gardeners 
website? 
Extension.oregonstate.edu/curry/mg 
The Brambles is usually posted there by the 
second of the month. 

 

The last Monday of the month is the cut-off date 
for submitting articles for the Brambles.  Email them 
to Cathe Barter 
umpqua.bart@gmail.com 
 

This is your newsletter, if you have something to 
share please send it in. We will make every effort to 
include it. 

Thanks to all of you who generously contributed to 
this edition of the Brambles.  All submissions are 
gladly considered. 

Curry County Master Gardeners Association 
PO Box 107 

Gold Beach, OR   97444 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials 
without discrimination based on age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, marital status, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran’s status.  Oregon State University 

Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

 

CCMGA Officers for 2020 
President    …………. Lor i  P he l an  

Vice President………  Ju l i a  B o t t  

Secretary…………….  Je f f r i e  H a l l  

Treasurer…………….  Ruth Patton 

OMG State Rep……    Je f f r i e  H a l l  

Newsletter Editor…...   Cath e  B ar t e r  

Historian…………….    Cath e  B ar t e r  

Past President……….  Lor i  Ph e la n  

OSU Program Asst…   Sco t t  Th iem an n  
                           1  -  8 00 - 35 6 - 39 8 6  
 

To contact officers, leave a message at the Extension 

office 1-800-356-3986 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/OSUExtCurryMG
mailto:bgfitts@gmail.com

