
 

 

Sudden Oak Death in Curry County Oregon 
What is Sudden Oak Death? 

Sudden oak death is a disease primarily affecting oak trees (genus Quercus) and tankoaks, which are not 
considered to be true oaks (genus Notholithocarpus). It currently occurs in coastal California counties from 
Monterey to Humboldt and in a small portion of southwest Oregon. It is caused by an invasive plant pathogen, 
Phytophthora ramorum and is estimated to have killed more than 1 million oak and tanoak trees during the last 
decade. In addition, more than 100 other plant species are susceptible to the pathogen, but most suffer only 
minor damage limited to leaf spots or twig dieback. 

Although Sudden Oak Death is a forest disease, it is common in urban–wild land interface areas. Places 
where development meets or intermingles with undeveloped wild land can present many challenges for residential 
landscapes. Diagnosis of infected trees and proper disposal of contaminated wood and other material are 
essential to limiting the spread of the disease. Management options include treatment with phosphonate 
compounds and selective plant removal. Options for treatment can be expensive which is why limiting the spread 
of this disease is important. 

What are the symptoms of SOD in oaks and tanoaks? 
P. ramorum infects the phloem and inner bark to cause bleeding cankers on susceptible members of the 

Fagaceae (Oak Family) and tanoaks. Initially, individual spots exhibit a clear, reddish exudate on the main trunk 
of the host. As the disease progresses, this exudate may continue to seep through both cracked and intact bark. 
The affected area eventually stains a dark reddish-brown as the bleeding is diffused by rainfall. Removal of the 
outer bark reveals discolored areas (cankers) in the inner bark, often surrounded by a black line. Cankers range 
from a few centimeters to 3 meters in length, developing most often in the lower part of the trunk but also as high 
as 25 meters from the ground. Cankers have only been found on mature coast live oak trees but may appear on 
tanoak at any stage of development. Trees are affected by many pathogens which may exhibit similar symptoms. 
A definitive diagnosis must be done by a lab at this time. 

P. ramorum may also infect sapwood, restricting water transport in xylem vessels. The crown of infected 
plants often appears off-color before individual branches or the entire crown turns brown and dies. Infected stump 
sprouts may exhibit foliar necrosis, stem lesions, and wilted shoot tips known as “shepherd’s crooks”. 

How is it Spread? 
People can spread Phytophthora ramorum across long distances by moving infected plants either purchased 

at a nursery or collected in the wild, or by moving infected wood, leaves, stems, or soil. 

P. ramorum spreads naturally when clouds and rain move spores within forest canopies—from treetops to 
stems and shrubs below, or across landscapes from treetop to treetop. 

So, what should you do? 
•   Even if you are not sure you have SOD the Sudden Oak Death Foresters to contact are located in Brookings: 

 Randy Wiese 
 541-469-5040 office 
 541-294-8425 work cell 
 Randall.S.Wiese@oregon.gov 

 Sara Nichols 
 541-469-5040 office 
 541-435-5031 work cell 
 Sara.Nichols@oregon.gov 

•   Do not move the plant in question, ask for assistance in isolating the plant. 
•   If you live, work, recreate, or travel in the quarantined portion of Curry County, Oregon become familiar with the 
most recent regulations related to Sudden Oak Death. DO NOT collect and remove host plants or plant parts from 
the forest. DO NOT collect or remove soil.  
•   Stay on established trails and respect any trail closures. 
•   Before leaving infested areas clean and disinfect equipment (saws, shovels, pruning equipment, etc.) you have 
used in infested areas. 
•   Wash soil off tires, wheel wells, and the undercarriage of your vehicle.  
•   Clean soil off shoes, mountain bikes, horses’ hooves, and pets’ paws. For best protection, use a 10-percent 



 

 

bleach solution for cleaning. 
•   Buy healthy plants from reputable nurseries. 

I hear that rhodies will spread SOD. Any other plants? 
The host list for this organism includes many different plants. Tip dieback and/or leaf spotting occurs on big 

leaf maple, Camellia, cascara, coast redwood, Douglas fir, honeysuckle, horse chestnut, huckleberry, 
kinnikinnick, myrtle wood, Pacific madrone, Pieris, poison-oak (stem cankers), rhododendron cultivars, 
salmonberry, Viburnum and others. It doesn’t kill these plants, but they allow the infestation to continue. 

Are there plants that are not susceptible to SOD? 
Yes, Shore pines, Port-Orford-Cedar, Western Cedar, Red Alder, Red Elderberry, Coyote Brush, Oceanspray 

and Chinkapin all are not susceptible; however, some are susceptible to other diseases, Port-Orford cedar in 
particular. If you wish to replace affected plants, consider carefully the area for suitability and disease resistance. 
What type of organism is a Phytophthora? 

A pathogenic fungus like organism that was originally classified with fungi because it has similar characteristics. 
Actually, related to brown algae and diatoms. They are in the Class Oomycetes, “water molds” and have a 
preference for conditions of high humidity and running surface water. The Genus Phytopthora: comes from Greek 
“plant destroyer”. 

Are there other Phytophthora? 
Yes, several species of soil borne pathogens in the genus Phytophthora cause crown and root rot diseases of 

herbaceous and woody plants. Almost all fruit and nut trees, as well as most ornamental trees and shrubs 
(including many natives), can develop Phytophthora rot if soil around the base of the plant remains wet for 
prolonged periods, or when planted too deeply. Tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, and other vegetable crops can also 
be affected by Phytophthora rot. In trees and shrubs, the pathogen kills plants by growing from the roots up 
through the root crown and into the lower trunk, where it kills the inner bark and causes a browning of the outer 
layer of sapwood. In many of these crops, different species of Phytophthora are involved. Losses to Phytophthora 
are minimized by providing good soil drainage and selecting the most tolerant rootstocks or varieties available. In 
general, Phytophthora requires warm, moist soils in order to cause disease. 
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