
 

            The newsletter for Yamhill County Master Gardeners 

   https://ycmga.org/ Facebook.com/yamhillcountymastergardeners 

December 2018 
In this Issue...  

• Help wanted ads. . . . . . . . . .   2 

• YCMGA Calendar . . . . . . . . . .  3 

• Plant Sale Photos . . . . . . . . .  4 

• A hefty Thank You   . . . . . . . . 5 

• More Plant Sale photos . . . 6,7 

• Community Garden . . . . . . . .  8 

• All about geotextiles . . . . . . . 9 

• Making Cuttings. . . . . . . . . . 10 

• Highlights & Profiles. . . . . .  11 

• History of DDT . . . . . . . . . . .  12 

• Spine Science . . . . . . . . . . . .  13  

• April Minutes . . . . . . . . 14,15

YCMGA COMMITTEE   

CHAIRPERSONS: 

Community Garden 

Linda Mason 

Demo Garden                

Gail Price 

Education Outreach  

Rita Canales 

Newsletter                       

Donn Callaham 

Farmers’ Mkt. Mac.       

Tom Canales 

Farmers’ Market    

Newberg                        

Peter Steadman 

Greenhouse                           

Linda Coakley 

Hospitality                      

Polly Blum 

Insect Committee      

Robert Grossman 

Library                               

Beth Durr 

Plant Sale                        

June 2019 

 * * * * * * * * *  

Another Successful Plant Sale! 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL & FARM TOUR AT NANCY 
& DONN’S FARM IN YAMHILL.  SEE LOTS OF     

ANIMALS, TAKE A HAY RIDE, VISIT PAT’S 
FARM AND WADE OR SWIM IN A CHORTLING 
STREAM. T IMES & D IRECTIONS WILL BE IN 

JULY EDITION OF THE GRAPEVINE. 
 

BRING YOUR KIDS & GRANDKIDS! 

FREE LEI-MAKNG CLASS LED BY REKHA 
LOOMBA AT M ICHAEL O ’LOUGHLIN’S FARM 

OUTSIDE MCM INNVILLE.  T IME, DIRECTIONS, 
DETAILS IN THE JULY ISSUE OF GRAPEVINE. 

https://ycmga.org/
http://www.facebook.com/yamhillcountymastergardeners


The GRAPEVINE 6-2019          Yamhill County Master Gardeners          Page 2 

Work with those Demo Garden committee members  who have taken responsibility for various 

demo garden plots, to coordinate: irrigation, application of amendments, pest management, plant selec-

tion, preparation for public events, and any other tasks that affect the Demo garden as a whole. Also work 

with the Greenhouse and Propagation committees to coordinate purchases or allocations of any 

compost/soil and plants grown in preparation for the spring plant sale. 

      Gail Price at  nutefarm@aol.com 

Demo Garden Coordinator 

HELP WANTED 

Propagate or Perish! 

This means you, dear fellow Master Gardeners.  We need your help to meet new challenges as Propaga-

tion evolves.  This year both of our Propagation leaders are stepping down to pursue other interests, 

which creates an opportunity to reorganize propagation into subcommittees like we have done for Spring 

into Gardening and the Plant Sale.  We want to distribute the labor so there is less burn-out, more choices 

for involvement, and new people to bring in new ideas. 

Why, you may ask, does this matter to you?  Maybe you are happy working in other areas and really 

don’t see that Propagation affects you.  Ah, but it does.  The propagation of perennials produces almost 

2/3 of our revenue from the plant sale and, for those who have forgotten, the Plant Sale is YCMGA’s one 

and only fund raiser.  In 2018 the Plant Sale income provided $28,000 of a $36,000 budget.  Without that 

income the budget would be cut by 78%.  There would be no support for Seed to Supper, the Community 

Garden, student scholarships, Farmer’s Markets, or member events.  It affects every MG who is involved in 

YCMGA. 

We need to ensure the success of future plant sales, so we are planning a Propagation Reorganization 

meeting June 5th at the PWA (at the Extension Office).  We will start at 9:30 am with a Continental break-

fast!  All Master Gardeners are invited.  In our reorganization plan we are tentatively looking at about 10 

essential positions, with numerous other opportunities to pitch in even if it is just occasionally. 

Please join us on Wednesday, June 5th, from 9:30-11:30 am.  The future funding of all Master Gardener 

programs depends on the successful reorganization of Propagation and your help in that effort. 

P.S.-There are, of course, other ways to fund-raise such as bake sales, selling wrapping paper, and-our 

personal favorite- the bikini car wash.  Think about it……….  Marilyn, Susanne & Pat F. 

mailto:nutefarm@aol.com
mailto:nutefarm@aol.com


Yamhill County Master Gardener Calendar 

June 2019 

Every Saturday 9am Listen to:  

”To the Root of It” program @ 9:00 am. on radio KLYC AM 1260 with Sharon & Kyle. 
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YCMGA Board of Directors meeting: Public Works Auditorium,                

 Extension Office, McMinnville; 10am to about 12pm.  

All Master Gardeners are always welcome to board meetings                                                                              

Thursday    20 

Sunday   23 

Thursday   30 

Community Garden Class:  “Water Conservation Practices”, at Garden, 11 am 

 to 12:15 pm.  One hour of continuing ed. credit for Master Gardeners.  

Thursday    6 

Saturday   22 

 12  Wednesday 

Thursday   13 

Newberg Farmers’ Market:  Newberg Farmers’ Market, 1pm to 6pm,    

 downtown Newberg, in two shifts (1pm to 3:30pm, and 3:30pm to 6pm)

Newberg Farmers’ Market:  Newberg Farmers’ Market, 1pm to 6pm,    

 downtown Newberg, in two shifts (1pm to 3:30pm, and 3:30pm to 6pm)

Newberg Farmers’ Market:  Newberg Farmers’ Market, 1pm to 6pm,    

 downtown Newberg, in two shifts (1pm to 3:30pm, and 3:30pm to 6pm)

Kraemer’s Nursery:  Clinic at Kraemer’s, 99W in McMinnville, 10am to 2pm 

McMinnville Garden Club Plant Fair:  YCMGA clinic booth, downtown 

McMinnville, 8:30am to 4:30pm, at least two Master Gardeners needed.  

Saturday    1 

Newberg Farmers’ Market:  Newberg Farmers’ Market, 1pm to 6pm,    

 downtown Newberg, in two shifts (1pm to 3:30pm, and 3:30pm to 6pm)

Wednesday    5 

Propagation Planning Meeting:  9:30am to 11:30 am, Public Works      

  auditorium. For everyone who wants to help plan propagation.  
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Soil wisdom from short agent (dark blue)  

Community Garden tomato plants 

Incoming boxes, outgoing plants 

Part of waiting line, pre-opening 

Unreachable 
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A  thousand thanks to all of the wonderful Master Gardeners 

who helped make this year’s plant sale the biggest ever!       

We set a sales record of over $32,000, and it was all due to you.  

Whether you worked the greenhouse, helped move plants, served                                              

 food in the kitchen, or just spent lots of money on plants,   

we appreciate every single bit.   

Every year we feel like it will never come together, and then       

suddenly the troops swoop in and by Friday afternoon we are     

looking at a wonderland of beautiful plants all set up for sale.   

Thanks everyone-                                                                                  

a team of Master Gardeners is an impressive thing.  

With much appreciation, 

 Pat Fritz, Susanne Beukema, and Marilyn MacGregor 
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New Hospitality Ladies 

Barbara the Cashier 

Kristiana & her Car-
nivores 

Glenda packing plants 

Terry unloading 
plants, end of day 
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Rekha & Kathleen 

Michael & John           
unloading plants 

Renowned lunch 

Virginia hauling plants 



S pring and early summer planting is nearly 

complete as we have only the winter 

squash and cucumbers left to plant. All crops are 

doing well and greatly appreciated this last inch 

of rain to supplement the drip watering. We will 

soon begin harvesting peas, garlic and onions 

and these crops will be replaced by pole beans 

and carrot plantings. 

The children’s garden opening is on June 15th and 

we always look forward to this event. We are  

currently hosting Seed To Supper, Mid Valley   

Advancements and Yamhill Public Health as they 

provide opportunities for new gardeners to learn 

to garden and to learn where their food comes 

from. 

Our volunteer turnout so far this year has been 

incredible and all tasks are taken care of each 

Saturday morning. We greatly appreciate this and 

it makes the garden better as we have all weeds 

and trash removed weekly. 

We are focusing on water conservation this year 

and it is being very successful as all of the gar-

deners are cooperating. We will begin germina-

tion of the fall vegetable crops on July 1 for 

transplanting in early September. The photos  are 

from the garden in Mid May. Please note how 

clean the volunteers keep the garden! 
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Alan Wenner 

Some of the 5000 food bank onions Garlic soon ready to harvest 

Peas on new trellising 

“As the garden grows, so does the gardener.” 



The GRAPEVINE 6-2019          Yamhill County Master Gardeners          Page 9 

Just like the eternally elusive “perfect” weight control pill, there really is no panacea for weed    

control.  Landscape cloth certainly does not stop weeds, and it does create other problems.   

            Facts and Fallacies: Using Geotextiles 

   Linda Chalker-Scott, PhD. of Puyallup Extension, Washington State U. has researched dozens of plant topics.                                    
This article is an extremely brief synopsis of her work on various horticultural myths. 

 “Geotextiles” are woven plastic cloth, designed to be 

 laid over soil to prevent the growth of weeds. 

What happens when landscape cloth is applied?  

• Geotextiles (plastic) do degrade when exposed to sunlight.  

• Any organic mulch (or soil) on top of the fabric will encourage weed growth. 

• Fabric must be kept scrupulously clean to avoid matter accumulating on it.   

• Weed roots grow on and then through the fabric, making the weeds impossible 

to pull.   The weed roots weave themselves into the fabric, defying gardeners.  

• Landscape plant roots can also colonize the fabric; when the fabric is removed 

the landscape plants are damaged or killed.  

• Left on the surface, the fabric is visually repulsive, and degrades from sunlight. 

To add a personal touch, the landscaping in front of our Extension Office had fabric laid over it years ago, 

with bark mulch on top.  When we rebuilt the landscape 3 years ago, 2 strong Master Gardeners spent a total 

of over 50 hours removing the fabric.  It is hideously grueling and tedious work, and causes severe damage 

to many landscape plants.  It must be dug out and cut away small pieces at a time, all the while cutting and 

ripping the roots out of it while digging off the soil on top of it. 

Class of  
attendees 

at Saturday 
morning 
class at 

Community 
Garden,    
5-25-19 

https://puyallup.wsu.edu/lcs/
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C utting season is about to start at the fair-

grounds. Over the course of the summer 

we’ll be propagating perennials, shrubs & herbs.  

So - for first timers, and veterans, a quick review 

of cutting types. 

 

Soft wood vs. hardwood: We will mostly be 

using softwood cuttings. These are cuttings taken 

from new seasons growth. They are somewhat 

flexible, but not limp. Hardwood cuttings are tak-

en later in fall or winter when the plant is 

dormant. The wood of the cutting is not flexible. 

 

Heel cuttings: These cuttings are made by gen-

tly pulling the shoot off of the main stem, which 

usually leaves a heel, or small piece of the main 

stem, attached. 

 

Tip or stem cuttings: These are generally the 

top most part of a softwood cutting. It is possible 

to use the top 8 – 10 “ of new growth for propa-

gation, depending on the flexibility of the branch. 

Cuttings should be approx. 2” to 4”, depending 

on the plant and quality of material.  

 

Mallet cuttings: These cuttings will have a 

small portion of the mature stem still attached to 

the cutting. 

 

With all types of cuttings the bottom leaves 

should be removed, flowers or flower buds taken 

off, and remaining leaves cut in half. Cuttings are 

then dipped in hormone and stuck in pre-

moistened flats of media. Cell size used depends 

on the size of material being stuck. 

 

Ruth Estrada 

Extreme Topiary 

Get Ready to Start Cutting! 

Propagation meets Tuesdays at 9am at the fairgrounds.  



I  have been pleased with the 

recent rains it has been too 

dry for my taste so early in the 

season. However the moisture 

has brought some unwelcome 

side-effects to my garden.  My 

beautiful peach-colored bearded 

iris foliage has been plagued by 

brown spots surrounded by yel-

low halos.   

The issue I have been seeing is 

Iris Leaf Spot (Mycosphaerella 

macrospora) which has been 

spreading around via rain 

splash.  This pathogen is the 

most important foliage disease 

of iris and can cause unattrac-

tive leaf spots and leaf death.  

Several cycles of the disease 

occur during warmer, wet 

weather, especially on bearded 

iris which are more susceptible 

to the disease.   

Multiple cultural control 

methods are recommended   

including keeping the soil pH 

above 6, encouraging air circu-

lation around the plants, and 

removing dead and infected 

leaves in the fall.  Several 

fungicides could also be used as 

a preventative measure for the 

disease though cultural controls 

should be used first. 

To learn more about this patho-

gen see the PNW Disease Hand-

book below: 

 https://pnwhandbooks.org/

plantdisease/host-disease/iris-
bulbous-rhizomatous-iris-spp-leaf-

spot 
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S pring has been quite 

busy: it is hard to believe 

that summer is almost here!  I 

would like to thank you all for 

your successes over the spring 

– annual plant sale, Seed to 

Supper, plant clinics and more.  

I appreciate all your time and 

efforts interacting with and edu-

cating our community; you are 

all making a 

difference!  As 

we look to 

summer we 

have many 

upcoming 

events: Our 

McMinnville 

Community 

Garden will 

host monthly educational clas-

ses and the McMinnville and 

Newberg Farmers Markets are 

underway.  

We are looking to add additional 

clinics through the summer and 

are hopeful for additional weeks 

at the McMinnville Farmers 

Market.  We will keep you up-

dated if spots open.  In the 

meantime, if you would like to 

get some clinic hours, our office 

schedule has plenty of open 

spots and we have been busy 

with intakes.  Most days have 

experienced veterans signed up, 

so if you are feeling uncomfort-

able about being at the desk, 

feel free to sign up when these 

individuals are in the office and 

work as a team to answer the 

gardening questions. Two heads 

are always better than one!   

This can be a good learning 

opportunity, as I am always 

amazed at the variety of inter-

esting gardening issues we see. 

Below is a link to the Team up 

calendar: 

https://teamup.com/
ksuivsqe29g6ctjnv1 

Pesky Profiles 
By Heather Stoven 

Wet Weather has me Seeing Spots 

mailto:https://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/host-disease/iris-bulbous-rhizomatous-iris-spp-leaf-spot?subject=Iris%20leaf%20spot
https://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/host-disease/iris-bulbous-rhizomatous-iris-spp-leaf-spot
https://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/host-disease/iris-bulbous-rhizomatous-iris-spp-leaf-spot
https://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/host-disease/iris-bulbous-rhizomatous-iris-spp-leaf-spot
https://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/host-disease/iris-bulbous-rhizomatous-iris-spp-leaf-spot
https://teamup.com/ksuivsqe29g6ctjnv1
https://teamup.com/ksuivsqe29g6ctjnv1
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I t was in 1944 that the 

American public first heard 

about the insecticide called DDT 

(dichloro-diphenyl-

trichloroethane).  It had been 

used by the Americans (who 

had also discovered it) during 

World War II, becoming a mira-

cle cure for a host of diseases. 

It had been used to almost end 

the plague typhus, by killing the 

lice carrying it.   

As time passed, DDT’s safety 

seemed to be un-

precedented, and 

by the fall of 1945 

millions of people 

had come in direct 

contact with DDT 

with no signs of 

toxicity.   It was 

used to control 

malaria, lice, typhus, and bu-

bonic plague: DDT caused cases 

of malaria to fall from 400,000 

in 1946 to 3 in 1950, and it still 

is used in South America, Asia, 

and Africa. 

It seemed to avoid nearly all 

the downsides of the old insec-

ticides: insects didn’t have to 

eat it to die but merely had to 

come into contact with it; it 

kept on killing for months after 

it was applied; and it killed an 

extraordinary range of insects 

at very low doses, all without 

causing any detectable harm to 

people.  But it did kill many 

kinds of insects,   including 

beneficial ones.  In fact, bees 

and butterflies were two of the 

most susceptible to it, though it 

was also highly toxic to birds 

and water-dwelling animals.   

So the U.S. Department of Agri-

culture began regulatory ac-

tions in the late 1950s to 

prohibit many of DDT's 

uses because of mounting 

evidence of the pesticide's 

declining benefits and en-

vironmental effects.   

By 1962 people knew that 

DDT accumulated in fatty 

tissue, that it travels great 

distances in the atmosphere, 

and that it has a half-life of 2 to 

15 years in soil (depending on 

soil type). 

Also in 1962 Rachel Carson’s 

book Silent Spring pushed the 

safety question to the forefront 

of public consciousness, and 

was largely responsible for the 

complete DDT ban in the U.S. 

in 1972.  

For two dec-

ades before 

this, 

though, a 

large num-

ber of 

Americans 

had been 

demanding 

more infor-

mation on 

DDT.   

A major 

problem in 

researching the effects of DDT 

was that the amount of chemi-

cal it took to produce symptoms 

of toxicity had no clear correla-

tion across species; in some 

species it took very little, while 

in others it took a massive 

dose.  Some species show no 

symptoms until chronically ex-

posed, and others die from a 

single dose.  Even DDT maker 

Monsanto warned that “the 

danger inherent in the indis-

criminate use of DDT as a cure-

all is very real.”  

There is still no scientific evi-

dence that DDT causes cancer 

in humans.  Even a group of 

workers at a DDT manufactur-

ing plant, studied for 19 years, 

showed no evidence of cancer.  

It may affect reproduction, but 

that is also unproven.   

And so it is still used and credit-

ed with saving millions of lives, 

in spite of its devastating envi-

ronmental impact. 

 

The Story of DDT 

(An Ad for DDT-saturated 

wallpaper) 

Donn Callaham 
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Original source: Palomar College.edu  (also on OMGA web page) 

Though the words are often used interchangeably, 

thorns, spines, and prickles are botanically distinct 

structures.  They are labeled based on which part of 

the plant they originate from.  

Thorns are modified stems or branches.  Like branch-

es, they are still connected to the plants vascular system.  

In some plants, leaves can still grow off of a thorn as if it 

were a normal stem. 

Spines are modified leaves or leaf 

parts, and are usually connected to the 

plants vascular system.  The spine may 

take the place of the stipules (small 

growths at the based of the leaf) or of 

the entire leaf itself. 

Prickles are extensions of the surface of 

the plant (the cortex and epidermis).  They 

are  recognizable because they can grow 

anywhere on the plant, from stems to 

leaves to fruits and even roots. 



  
 YCMGA Board Meeting Minutes                April 10h 2018 
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        The President called the meeting to order  

  at 10:02 am, on 4/10/19             

Secretary’s notes for March:  Susanne motioned 

approval, Nancy seconded, all voted in favor.   

Special Note:  Virginia Gault, a 2019 Master Garden-

er student, was introduced as the “class representa-

tive” for 2019.  She was welcomed to the board, and 

quickly notified that she is not allowed to vote (for 

technical, not personal, reasons). 

Treasurer’s Report:  SIG information has been 

mailed out: it was about $250 over projected income.  

(The raffle netted $1500 this year, compared to 

$1000 last year).  180 people registered for SIG, 

though not all were paying customers.  There have 

been 110 MG renewals (the most ever) but an issue 

with the IRS has resurfaced.  Annually a letter is 

received by YCMGA from the IRS demanding proof of 

nonprofit status.  This year Carol sent the govern-

ment folks a copy of a letter from 2001 as proof of 

our status.  We hope to not hear from them next 

year.  Re: the 4H Congress, Yamhill-Carlton High has 

a student who has applied to go.  With intense 

coaching from Rita, Donn fumbled through a motion 

to donate $250 to the Congress for use by a YC  

student.  Tonia seconded the motion, Donn   

relaxed, and it was approved.  

Heather report:  Nearly all dates for desk clinic 

at the Extension Office have been filled through 

August.  Some days have 7 or 8 people signed 

up, making for an impossible working environ-

ment on those days.   People informally agreed that 

4 is the maximum workable number, but nothing is 

being done to correct the problem.  Master Gardeners 

(including students)  are expected to call if they are 

not coming in, and to not come in if they haven’t 

signed up.   

Education/Outreach Committee:  Many plant   

clinics are planned.  Hours are 11am to 1pm.  The 

Fuchsia Festival booth was described as a bust, with 

only 2 visitors to the booth.  However,  the FarmFest 

event was busy with kids planting seeds, and provid-

ed vigorous publicity for our Plant Sale.  We really 

need a stand-alone sign for the booth, and should 

have one.  It as yet has not been found.  Heather and 

Jade will teach advanced desk classes in May, for all 

levels of MG’s. 

McMinnville Community Garden: Orientation was 

successful: 57 participants, 20 of whom are new to 

the garden.  An intern from Western Oregon Universi-

ty is providing help, and trainees will begin volun-

teering in May.  Human Resources of Yamhill County 

wants to become involved.  Last year $250 was 

received from OMGA but not spent.  To get it now, 

Tonia motioned that it be transferred to the 2019 

budget, Susanne seconded, all okayed the move. 

OMGA representatives:   An email request was sent 

by  Nancy to all YCMGA committees, asking them to 

please apply for  OMGA grants.  (Deadlines for the 

grants are May 15, and June 1).  To date no one has 

applied for any grant.  These could be used for a new 

demo garden. 

Web & Publicity:   The new website is online, and 

will be reviewed by YCMGA members.  There are now 

50 job descriptions online; 90% of the drafts are 

available on “Box.”  Tom is leaning on the last      

procrastinators to send in their information. 

Seed to Supper:   Four 3-hour classes are going, 

though Sheridan was slow to start.  A sponsor is still 

being sought, and when the classes conclude, the 

committee and program will be reorganized. 

Mentoring Committee:  Not much news here.  Joan 

has been added to the committee. 

Plant Sale Committee/Perennial Propagation:  

Lots of plant donations for the sale were received 

from Master Gardeners, including some for Seed-to-

Supper.  There is a perennial problem (get it???) in 

getting more help on Tuesdays.  All the delphiniums 

died, but then they came back to life and now need to 

be tagged. 

Scholarship Committee:  Scholarship applications 

are due by the end of April; we’re still waiting! 

Spring into Gardening:  Carol has volunteered to 

be the much-needed co-chair, a meeting will occur, 

and in May the results of the meeting will be broad-

cast.    

Annual Propagation:  Actually, most of the annuals 

are purchased, rather than raised from seed; trans-

planting has been completed. 

Plant Sale Committee:  Everything is progressing 

as hoped.  Vendors and publicity are organized, the 

Fairgrounds is cooperating, and Marcia made a daz-

zling map for the sale layout.  

        IN ATTENDANCE:     

Linda Mason     Sue Nesbitt       Donn Callaham           

Polly Blum     Carol Parks         Rita Canales           

Linda Coakley       Ruth Estrada  Heather Stoven    

Tonia Beebe      Alan Wenner Virginia Gault 

Pat Fritz  Marilyn MacGregor      Susanne Beukema 

Nancy Woodworth 
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Policies and Procedures:  This has already been  

discussed (in Web/Publicity).  Pat, Virginia, and Sue 

are working on it, and hoping that there is no deadline 

involved.  In fact, they don’t even know if they have a 

timeline for it.  Anything that is an OSU policy, any-

thing that is done regularly (like meetings), or any 

type of expectations should be in it.  How the by-laws 

are put into effect, little things like “life-member”    

requirements, and personnel issues (e.g., behavior, 

expectations, and how to expel a volunteer) should 

also be included.   Financial policies will be the initial 

section, and it was strongly emphasized that this will 

be a living document—- dynamic and eternally 

developing. 

Fair Ambassadors:  Polly (who is on the donor/

selection committee) reported  that 3 students have 

been chosen to be ambassadors, each receiving a 

$1,000 scholarship. The ambassadors will each give 

14 different talks to various entities and attend all 

county events (mostly fairs) in Oregon.  

Horticulture at the Yamhill County Fair:  Master 

Gardeners are responsible for processing all horticul-

tural entries for the fair.  That includes helping people 

fill out the forms, explaining to some people why they 

brought in their product in the first place, and arrang-

ing it all.   Doris used to be the representative in 

charge of this, and Polly plans to succeed her.   

Hospitality Committee:  Gail Stolz and 4 other    

volunteers will take over this monumental task from 

Polly, beginning by shadowing her (in a friendly way)  

at the plant sale, and becoming full-time occupations 

when she retires from the job in July of 2020. 

Reorganization of demonstration Gardens at 

Fairgrounds:  Susanne will make a list of all jobs re-

lating to this and email it to members.  BIG NEWS!  

A COORDINATOR FOR THE GARDEN HAS BEEN 

OBTAINED:  SUE WILL BEGIN THE JOB IN 

JANUARY!!  Ideas have been floated to expand the 

garden across the parking lot (to where the tractor is 

now on display.  The tractor will not become part of 

the display).  Perhaps shade trees and a small park 

will be created.  Mention was made of the idea of 

somehow honoring all MG’s who have died, though no 

one knows how far back to go.  Plaques at the 

fairgrounds get defaced or stolen (for the bronze).  

Therefore any acknowledgement should be inside, or 

could perhaps be granite markers with the names   

engraved on them.  No mention of the cost of this.  

Members also stated that it would not be desirable or   

practical to have dedicated spaces for past members, 

as there would have to be myriad areas for which we 

have no room.  Also signs for dedicated spaces tend to 

eventually get removed, then lost, negating their long-

term value.  Susanne reminded us that the purpose of 

a demonstration garden is public education, so it 

would not be the place to honor past members.  Sue 

suggested that there could be a plaque listing dead 

YCMGA members, much as we have the plaques for 

hours earned, awards, etc.  It would also be engaging 

to perhaps have a notebook nearby with a page for 

each person.  (After all, as new members enter the 

organization, they have no idea who the past mem-

bers were, or what they did).  This notebook could add 

interest and dignity to the display, but should honor 

only highly-involved past members.  Delineation     

between “involved” and “highly involved” would have 

to be arbitrarily decided, and would be a very chal-

lenging task.  (“Not involved” members should be 

easy to identify).  However, Nancy  assured us that 

she will work with Polly to identify nominees, then 

send the list to general membership for comments. 

Ruth noted that the wooden fence at the gardens is 

the responsibility of YCMGA, and it is rotted. 

Ending:  Rita eventually actually begged anyone to 

motion an end to the meeting, and Susanne did so.  

Tonia seconded the motion and at 11:48 am everyone 

split. 

Edi tor ’s Not ice :  
The Secretary’s notes in the Grapevine are edited for brevity, space, and   
timeliness of contents.  References to events that have already occurred have 
been removed.  If you want to see the unexpurgated notes, contact the    
Secretary (who is also the Grapevine editor) at m42oneb@gmail.com to have a 
copy of the original complete notes emailed to you personally.  
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