
Summary
Oregon State University Extension Service - Warm Springs is a collaboration working with The Confederated 
Tribes of Warm Springs, Warm Springs K-8 Academy, USDA-NIFA, Oregon Farm to School, Seed to Table 
Program, STEM Beyond School, 4-H programming, community events, Demonstration & Youth Learning Garden 
and office duties. The mission of Extension is to engage the people of Warm Springs with research-based 
knowledge and education that strengthen our community and economy, sustain natural resources, and promote 
healthy families and individuals.

OSU EXTENSION, SERVING THE CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE 
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Activities:

John Brunoe met with 
administrators for the 21st 
Century After School Program 
to plan Spring Session of 
Garden Classes. Continuing 
winterizing, clean up and care at 
Warm Spring K-8 Garden.

In early December, attended 
National Intertribal Agriculture 
Council Conference in Las 
Vegas, Nevada to accept 
the Native Farm to School 
Champions Award on 
behalf of Warm Springs K-8 
Academy. This award was for 
implementing farm to school 
activities at the Warm Springs 
K-8 Academy and Warm Springs 
Community.

Met with Wilson Wewa, 
manager of the Warm Springs 
Senior Center, Berlyn Yazzie 
who is a cook at the Senior 
Center, and Lucille Schuster 
who is a community elder and 
long-time employee for the 
Center and received permission 
to develop and construct 
a learning garden to grow 
nutritious food and beautify the 
Senior Center. 

Impacts:

•  Warm Springs K-8 Academy 
received award certificate and 
highlighted spot in Native 
Farm to School blog, http://
www.farmtoschool.org/
news-and-articles/tag/Native_
Communities/

•  A garden at the Senior Center 
will provide more physical 
activity opportunites to seniors 
at the Center and more fresh 
produce for the meals at the 
Senior Center

Grants/Partnerships:

•  509-J School District 21st         
   Century After School Program 

•  Warm Spring K-8 Academy

•  Wilson Wewa, Warm Springs  
    Senior Center Manager

•  Berlyn Yazzie, Warm Springs        
   Senior Center Cook

•  Lucille Shuster, Warm Springs     
    Senior Center Employee

4-H Youth Development

Left: John Brunoe is interviewed by the Deputy Direct of the Office of Tribal Affairs on the education and 
activities he implemented through the USDA Farm to School grant at the Warm Springs Academy.Right: 
STEAM in the Garden Youth Paintings decorating the garden gate.

Sunflowers growing in the Demonstration Garden 
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Family and 
Community Health
Activities:
During this holiday season with 
school closures and illness related 
rescheduling we were able to visit 
the lunchroom at WSA K-8th for 
one session and visit ECE and 
deliver SNAP-Ed approved Nutrition 
curriculum CATCH three times, to 
seven classes and over 65 students. 
Students continued to learn about 
plants, how they get their food to 
grow, how insects and other critters 
that help nurture our soil to allow 
plants to grow and how we eat 
them. 

We continued working on the 
Traditional Foods Project. The group 
met twice this month and began 
work on developing next steps 
for several parts of the project 
including 3D models, advisory 
board, and the call for local artist 
event. Set up a regular bi-weekly 
meeting time as we move into the 
growing season. 

Faculty organized and planned 
the 2020 series of our popular 
Iron Chef in the Nutrition Kitchen 
cooking competition for middle 
school students. All staff involved 
attended meetings regarding 
delivery of the program. This 
cooking competition teaches 
kitchen safety, food safety, basic 
cooking skills including proper 
knife handling and measuring, 
nutrition education and teamwork 
skills. All three local middle schools 
participate (WSA, JCMS, and CMS). 
Each schools winning team comes 
together for the three school 
regional cook-off! Lots of fun for all 
involved!

Faculty was invited to attend and 
represent OSU Extension and Warm 
Springs Extension at the North 
West Tribes and Moore Institute 
meeting, held in December for the 

Northwest Tribal Food Sovereignty 
Coalition. Discussed programming 
available and resources used to help 
promote Native American health. 

 Impacts:
Over 65 students participated in 
SNAP-Ed CATCH curriculum

Grants/Patnerships:
•  Food Hero and SNAP Program

•  Early Childhood Education

•  Warm Springs K8 Academy

•  Moore Institute

•  St. Charles Healthcare 
Community Benefit Grant

Our Faculty 
and Staff:
 

CAROL TOLLEFSON

Director, COAREC, Local 
Liaison  

TRACY WILSON

Agricultural Literacy 
Coordinator

 
JOHN BRUNOE

4-H, Family and 
Community Health 
Educator

 
OLIVIA DAVIS

SNAP-ED Outreach 
Program Coordinator

ELLISE DAVID

Growing Tribal Farms 
Education Program 
Assistant

 
ROSANNA SANDERS

SNAP ED Education 
Program Assistant 

 
SCOTT DUGGAN

Livestock Assistant 
Professor (Practice) 

 
CLARE SULLIVAN

Small Farms Assistant 
Professor (Practice) 

NICOLE STRONG

Regional Director

Student during Winter Camp making a Popeye Power 
Smoothie on the Blender Bike. Photo: Olivia Davis
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Activities:
Scott Duggan attended 
the USDA-APHIS Livestock 
Producers Workshop to 
learn about USDA Electronic 
Identification tags for use in 
cattle.  In the near future, these 
electronic tags will replace the 
old metal brucellosis tags. Scott 
is working now on planning the 
annual Brucellosis testing and 
cattle vaccination clinic in late 
February. 

The Growing Tribal Farms 
Adult cohort will soon be 
participating in a series of 
workshops designed to give 
more hands-on experiences and 
training for the group. These 
workshops will be held on the 
reservation and will be open to 
all interested tribal members, 
expanding the impact beyond 
the 10 participants in the 
program. Ellise David is working 
with Scott Duggan to plan and 
prepare these workshops. The 
workshops will be advertised 
once dates are set. 

The youth program is getting 
ready to launch! To prepare 
for this, Ellise David has been 
coordinating with Akiptan CDFI 
to come out to the community 
to put on a loan workshop that 
will help navigate the details 
and requirements of filling out 
a loan applicaiton. Akiptan is 
a CDFI that was branched off 

of the Intertribal Agriculture 
Council, this CDFI has had a 
lot of success when it comes to 
lending with Native American 
farmers, ranchers, and youth. 
The program director of Akiptan 
will be here in Warm Springs on 
February 12th for a workshop 
that will be tailored to loans 
that Akiptan offers. We are 
finalizing all the information, 
but will have flyers and signage 
around the community soon.

Impacts:
• Transitioning to the required 
electronic tags will improve 
livestock disease outbreak 
tracking and containment and 
OSU Extension will provide 
support for implementing this 
new USDA requirement for 
farmers and ranchers in the 
Warm Springs Community

•  A participant in the Growing 
Tribal Farms program is seeking 
input from the community 
about eggs. This is a part of 
her agricultural operation 
and is working to understand 
the market for eggs in Warm 
Springs. A link to her survey 
can be found on the OSU Warm 
Springs Extension Facebook 
page

Grants/Partnerships:
USDA-NIFA FRTEP Program

Intertribal Agriculture Council 

United States Department of 
Agriculture

Akiptan CDFI

Agriculture and Natural 
Resources

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and materials on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived 
from a public assistance program, political beliefs, genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.)

Cattle eating in a snowy pasture. Photo: Oregon State University


