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"And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave" 

Francis Scott Key  

 

 

  

                             



 

What will you find in the July Newsletter?  
*  Notes from the Editor, Bachelor BLUE  

*  July Calendar and a "golden" recipe 

*  Sign up for "the Joy of Gardening, Mini College, Oregon Master Gardener Association  

*  Gardening Questions?  Contact a Polk County Master Gardener 

*  WE NEED YOU!  PCMG 2023 Plant Sale 

*  Magic Photos, Inspiration Garden, Becky Jay 

*  Beautiful Art, Christie Hendersen 

*  Level Up Free On-line Training, Best Ecological Ways to Control Pests 

*  Don't spray that weed!  Glenda Sylsberry  

*  Free Garden Tour - Oak Creek Center, Brooke Edmunds 

*  Snail and Slugs...Oh my!  Connie Abel 

*  Tiger Lily blessings! Linda Vognild 

*  Gardening Adventures, Nancy Adams 

*   Rose slugs!  What?  Lorena Elliott 

*   My Journey - Meet Scott and the Culture of Gardening  

*  Important Things to Know  
 

  
 

Notes from the Editor:  JULY  

The good old summertime. This time of year brings to mind a combination 

of red, white, and BLUE flowers that can represent the flag and the Fourth 

of July celebrations. It is the blue that brings back memories of fields 

of annual blue cornflowers, aka, Bachelor Buttons. Centaurea cyanus are 

native to the Mediterranean region of Europe and were brought to America 

in the 1600's. Cyanus is Greek for kyanos, "sea-blue". Can you "see" the 

amazing BLUE?   
 
Where I grew up in rural North Central Kansas, these amazing annuals are 

container friendly and also grew in and around the corn fields so most folks called them cornflowers. These deer 

resistant annuals are easy to grow and bring me pleasure each year while also attracting bees and butterflies.  
 
You can start them indoors, but I prefer to scatter the seeds after the last frost date has past in an area of well 

drained garden soil that is more on the alkaline side.  To ensure they don't float away during our spring rains, I 

use my heavy metal garden rake and tap down lightly on the seeds to connect them to the soil.  After scattering a 

very thin mixture of sand and compost on top of the seeds, I mist them with water.  I heard a gardening secret - 



 

from a gnome or maybe it was a fairy - that the lovely blue flowers can be trimmed to keep them from falling over 

once they are blooming. Dead heading will stimulate the plant to branch and to re-bloom. This works for 

me.  Don't you just love secrets from gnomes and fairies! 
 
Culinary goodness. The flowers have a cucumber-like or clove-like flavor 

and may be used in teas, to decorate cheeses, cakes and rice dishes. 
 
Why are they called Bachelor Buttons? Cornflowers were once worn by 

men to show that they were single and had a romantic interest in a woman. What a dapper and beautiful way to 

advertise your status. Good old summertime. 
 

 

 

 
Big Pros: Cornflowers love sun, are drought-tolerant, bee and butterfly 

friendly, you can grow them in containers, they are delicious in salads, look 

lovely as cut flowers and deadheading will keep them 

blooming.  Wow!  Summertime is good. 
 

  

 
Do you have a small space for growing?  No problem. Here is a video about growing cornflowers 

in a container. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZvOPlOlCi8  

 
 

Thank you for your encouragement and newsletter articles. Please know your comments, 

suggestions, and submissions are always welcome at polkmgnews@gmail.com.            

          

Here's to Summer breezes and feeling fine.....Happy Gardening! 
Lorena Elliott, Polk Weed Editor 

 

 

 

  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foregonstate.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562%26id%3D0233320635%26e%3D35e38cca23&data=05%7C01%7Crachel.brandon%40oregonstate.edu%7Ce01bbb26143e4bc7c7cf08da5bab429e%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637923088377833554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hLdvtvwJGLK5A%2FyJzzsMpDucX%2Fl%2FtKKJaf2ESg115dY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:polkmgnews@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20articles%20


 

                   

Veggie of the month 

GOLDEN BEETS (sweet & yummy) 
Recipe below 

 

JULY CALENDAR 

01 - National Blueberry month 
02 - World UFO Day 
03 - Dig spring bulbs when tops have died down, store in cool dry place 
04 - Independence Day Celebration 

07 - Board Meeting, 10:30 Extension Office 

08 - Build a scarecrow or garden lady  
09 - Cover blueberry bushes with netting until harvested 
10 - Start planning on veggies you want in the fall, purchase seeds 

11 - Bake Carrot muffins 

12 - Growing Oregon Gardeners, Level Up Zoom Series, 
         Control Pests in Green Spaces 12-1 pm 

14 - No Chapter Meeting this month 

15 - Stake tall growing plants (tomatoes, delphinium, etc) 
16 -  Fresh Spinach salad day 

17 -  Add more compost and organic fertilizer to your tomatoes and peppers 
18 -  Trim basil to prevent blooms 

19 -  Raspberry Cake Day 
20 -  Start planting fall veggie seeds. keep moist 
22 -  Summer Leisure Day, find a shady spot 
26 -  OSU, Oak Creek Center Open House, 11-2pm 
29 - 30  Oregon Master Gardener Association Mini-College 

31 -  National Avocado Day  
 



 

***How to Cook Golden Beets 
Roasted golden beets sweet and my absolute favorite! I prefer roasting over boiling or steaming because roasting 

deepens the beets' sweet taste. Here's how its done: 
Preheat oven to 400°F. 
Cut the leafy tops off and scrub the beets to remove any dirt. Cut both ends off of the beets and sprinkle the tops with 

salt & pepper and drizzle a teas of olive oil.  Wrap each beet in parchment paper and then surround the paper with 

aluminum foil and twist the top to close (small beets can be wrapped together). 
Place the wrapped beets on a baking sheet and roast for 50-60 minutes.  Remove one beet from the oven and test to 

see if it is fork tender. If done, remove the baking sheet and allow them to cool enough to handle. Open the wrapping 

and gently rub the skin away. Now the beets are ready to be eaten sliced or chopped in your favorite salad. Roasted 

beets can be refrigerated for up to a week.  

 
Lorena Elliott 

 

  
 

Signup for a great experience! 
Oregon Master Gardener Association Mini-College: the Joy of 
Gardening 

Oregon State University Corvallis Campus 

725 SW 26th St 

Corvallis, OR 97331 

OSU - CH2M Hill Alumni Center  

Jul 29 9:00 am - Jul 30, 2022 2:30 pm 

$80 

 

Here is just a sample of the gardening insights that will be provided:  



 

Go deep with plant experts exploring and growing native plants, roses, fig trees, berries, 
peppers, olive and apple trees, irises, tomatoes, and turf. 

Learn current science techniques for soil, raised beds, permaculture, dry gardening, seed 
starting, hydroponics, and smart strategies for less work. 

Discover resources for Mason bees and Oregon Flora. 

 

Click here to register:  https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/events/oregon-master-gardener-
association-mini-college-joy-gardening 

 

          

 

 

  
 

 

For Gardening Questions, Contact the Polk County Master Gardeners 
Polk County Extension Office 

289 E. Ellendale, Suite 301 
Dallas, OR 97338 

Phone:  971-612-0031  or  503-623-8395 
Email 

polkmg@oregonstate.edu 

  

The Polk County Master Gardeners are available to answer your questions in 
the office or over the phone every Tuesday and Thursday from 9 AM to 12 

NOON.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foregonstate.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562%26id%3Dfbe55255da%26e%3D35e38cca23&data=05%7C01%7Crachel.brandon%40oregonstate.edu%7Ce01bbb26143e4bc7c7cf08da5bab429e%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637923088377833554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sBgbGA4ZcQBmhQF9m57u0dL77ssBXm6R9Bv4m1IX20A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foregonstate.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562%26id%3Dfbe55255da%26e%3D35e38cca23&data=05%7C01%7Crachel.brandon%40oregonstate.edu%7Ce01bbb26143e4bc7c7cf08da5bab429e%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637923088377833554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sBgbGA4ZcQBmhQF9m57u0dL77ssBXm6R9Bv4m1IX20A%3D&reserved=0
tel:971-612-0031
mailto:polkmg@oregonstate.edu


 

Clinics:  Bring your gardening questions to our roving Master Gardeners at 
the following locations: 

• Polk County Master Gardener Plant Sale in May 

• Several of your local farmer's markets (Independence and West Salem) 
• Polk County Fair in August 
• The Oregon State Fair 

 

 

  
 

The 2023 Polk County Master Gardener Plant Sale Needs 
YOU! 

   

Come join us as we bring a bigger 
and better-than-ever Plant Sale 

to our community, May 12th & 13th, 2023! 
Areas that need Leads:  

*Plant Sale Chairman 

*Vegetables & Tomatoes Lead / Natives Lead  
*Trees and Shrubs Lead / Road Signs Co-Lead  

*Labels / Hanging Baskets 

Interested in being involved with the 2023 Plant Sale? 
Come join the Plant Sale Committee! 

Contact Lori Hineman (hinemanski@gmail.com), to volunteer or ask questions.  

mailto:hinemanski@gmail.com


 

 
The following areas need leaders: 

Plant Sale Chairman: Come work with the best bunch of people you’ve ever had occasion 
to lead!  Bonus to signing on as Chair for the 2023 Plant Sale is having direct access to, 

and help from, two experienced Plant Sale Gurus, Lori Hineman and Jerry Murphy. 

We are adding back in all the areas that were downsized in 2022! 

Country Store, Vendors, and Box Procurement are already staffed.  

Vegetables Lead: Organize the growing of all tomatoes and vegetables for our 
sale.   Coordinate a cooperative growing effort with Chemeketa Community College, as 

well as your fellow Master Gardeners.  Jean Nielson will be available for guidance. 

Natives Lead: Coordinate procurement of native plants for the sale. 
Trees and Shrubs Lead: Coordinate procurement of trees and shrubs for the sale. 

Road Signs Co-Lead: Coordinate the installation of our road signs around the county, 55 
days before the sale.  Coordinate the removal of our road signs within five days of the 

sale.  Need to have access to a Pickup Truck (the signs are big, but not heavy). 
Labels: Coordinate procurement and printing of plant label tags. 

Hanging Baskets: Coordinate procurement of hanging baskets for the sale. 

 

 

  

 
                                                                 Rock Rose  



 

 
Inspiration Garden Magic.....Take a hike this month around the garden 
and see what's blooming! 

(Thanks for the photos Becky Jay and Karyn, the medicinal/herb gardener) 
Rock Rose, Voodoo lily, Mock Orange and a refreshed fun sign in the 

Children's Garden. 
Torin Widhammer, a trainee this year, did the sign painting! 

                

                          VooDoo Lily                               Mock Orange  
 

 

                   

                   Thanks for sharing Karyn                            We LOVE your art, Torin! 

                        Voodoo Lily                                     
 



  
 

 

Amazing GARDEN ART by CHRISTIE HENDERSEN, Class of 2004 
Thanks for Sharing! 

 

 
  

Note: Christie is interested in private commissions and she has prints of this and other pieces for 

sale. She has an online portfolio on Facebook under name/photos/albums 

 

 

  

 
 



 

Heads up!  Free On-line Training 
Growing Oregon Gardeners - Level Up Series, Continued 

 

Best Ecological Ways to Control Pests in Green Spaces 
Jul 12, 2022 12:00 PM in Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

  

Blasting vegetation with broad-spectrum sprays can damage beneficial insects and other 

species who would otherwise be your allies, which can create an ideal environment for 

pest takeover. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a common-sense approach that 

aims to suppress pest populations and allow a sustainable balance in the environment. In 

this presentation you’ll get to hear directly from Oregon’s leaders of the Oregon IPM 

Center at OSU, as they cover pest identification, resources, and control options. 

 

For more Information and to register:  
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/events/best-ecological-ways-control-pests-green-

spaces 
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  Don't spray that weed! 
St. John's Wort 

By Glenda Sylsberry    
 

 

 

 
This is a  non-native weed from Europe. Most herbalist celebrate it's arrival into bloom around the end 

of June and beginning of July. So named for St. John's Day on June 24th. It is also know as 

Hypericum perforatum and can be easily identified for the translucent oil glands that give it the look of 

tiny holes in the leaves which are on erect woody stems. Its small yellow flowers are most desirable for 

medicinal uses. The yellow flowers turn red when infused in oil, alcohol or just water, depending on the 

intended use. 

 

It is said to be "a healer of troublesome wounds and nerve pain". It makes a great tasting tea, a must 

to include it in your salve making or made into a tincture. It is often infused directly in the sun and can 
be quite pretty. 

 

Like many weeds, this volunteers in poor soil and lightly disturbed areas, woody areas and meadows. 

A beetle was introduced as an attempt to control it's spread. This same beetle may also be found on 

Mullein flowers. Don't harvest it along the roadside or you risk finding the taste of car exhaust and dust 

in your medicinal offering. Traditionally it has been used for anything involving the nervous system and 

anywhere there are nerves in the body. It has been known for mild to moderate depression but it's 

uses has branched way out to include topical uses such as wounds, burns and insect bites. Others 

use internally for its antibacterial and antiviral properties. It might even help with insomnia or night 

sweats. 

 

**This herb may be safe for most people. St. John's Wort may increase sun sensitivity in some 

individuals. *Warning: If you take blood thinners, antidepressants and other prescriptions, please 
consult your physician or pharmacist before using this herb.  
   

Please Check out this link to Mayo Clinic if you are taking medications: 
 https://www.mayoclinic.org/drugs-supplements-st-johns-wort/art-20362212 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foregonstate.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562%26id%3D921d18f549%26e%3D35e38cca23&data=05%7C01%7Crachel.brandon%40oregonstate.edu%7Ce01bbb26143e4bc7c7cf08da5bab429e%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637923088377990628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qPO9zqu%2Fkgh9uHdKkAeUcSA7PckkZedCLOs0b09%2Fbug%3D&reserved=0


  
 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  Garden Tour July 25, 2022   
Oak Creek Center for Urban Horticulture 

Open House & Tour 
Tuesday, July 26, 2022, 11am-2pm 

Oak Creek Center for Urban Horticulture, 844 SW 35th St, 
Corvallis 

No cost; public welcome 

Learn more about OSU Department of Horticulture research projects including urban 
ecology and pollinator health research, honeybee research and demonstration hives, 

Oregon Bee Atlas, OSU Extension Small Farms Program, dry farming vegetables, OSU 
Master Gardener Program, and more. 

 
https://horticulture.oregonstate.edu/oak-creek-center-urban-horticulture 

 

For Questions Contact: Brooke Edmunds, brooke.edmunds@oregonstate.edu, 541-791-6617 or 

Al Shay, OCCUH Manager,  alan.shay@oregonstate.edu, (541) 737-2503 

 

 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foregonstate.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562%26id%3De9f3009eb1%26e%3D35e38cca23&data=05%7C01%7Crachel.brandon%40oregonstate.edu%7Ce01bbb26143e4bc7c7cf08da5bab429e%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637923088377990628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G3I62ALiowj5SgwZFrPt7C58sHmxTPREZjkI30XRLQ0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:brooke.edmunds@oregonstate.edu
mailto:alan.shay@oregonstate.edu


  
 

FUN FACTS ABOUT SNAILS AND SLUGS 
Shared by Connie Abel   

 

Both snails and slugs are gastropods, a latin word meaning “stomach-foot”. 

Slug lifespan is 1 to 5 years. Their taxonomy puts them in the mollusks phylum 
which also includes clams and octopi.  

Both mollusks prefer a diet of dead and rotting material over living plants.  Though their 

presence can accelerate the activity of your compost pile, the downside is they will leave 

their eggs in your compost. 

 

Slugs can squeeze their bodies through the tiniest crevices, allowing them to push down 

into the soil up to a yard deep. 

 

Slugs are hermaphrodites, meaning each has both male and female organs.  When 
slugs mate, each fertilizes the eggs of the other.  So, every slug you see is an egg layer! 

 

Slugs can have up to 100.000 “teeth” which are tooth-like protrusions called 

denticles.  These are contained in the radula which is like a tongue and works by rasping 

action. 

 

Although some people advocate eating slugs and snails, it is probably not wise for the 

average forager.  They can carry parasites and diseases harmful to humans; feed them 

to your chickens! Predators include snakes, raccoons, crows, and some types of beetles, 

including lightning bug larvae!  



 

 

Snail anatomy  

 

  

 

 

SLUG MOUTH  

 

 

  

Yeah!  The first Tiger Lily of the year has blessed our woods!  



                                                    

                                                        Thanks Linda Vognild  

   

THE HISTORY OF THE TIGER LILY 
Written by Rian Swanepoel 

These magnificent orange blooms can be found growing wild in thickets, scattered up and down hillsides, and along the 

riverbanks of China, Korea and Japan. However, this exceptional lily has a rich history that spreads further than its 

Asian origins. Prized for its stunning ornamental blooms, the tiger lily has also made its mark on history thanks to the 

culinary and medicinal properties it possesses. 

Throughout history, Lilium tigrinum has been widely cultivated in Asia for its edible bulbs. It is reported that the tiger lily 

first grew in China and were originally brought to Japan as a vegetable to cultivate and eat. The tiger lily is known as 

oniyuri, which means a demon with a red face and large body in Japanese. It was surely the tiger lily’s great, fiery 

orange blooms that inspired this name. In Asian countries, the tiger lily is grown as a root crop and buds are removed 

before the beautiful flowers bloom, as this encourages the growth of bigger bulbs. When cooked this lily’s bulbs are 

purportedly similar in taste to turnips or potatoes. Although the flower buds can be eaten too, the pollen can be toxic so 

opened flowers must be cooked well. Other Lilium bulbs are also edible, although they often have a bitter taste. 

To review the complete article Click here:   

https://www.northwestnewspapers.co.za/herald/galleries/schools/primary-

schools/rga/109-series/bulb-of-the week/876-the-history-of-the-tiger-lily  
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foregonstate.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562%26id%3Ddd4c3c7626%26e%3D35e38cca23&data=05%7C01%7Crachel.brandon%40oregonstate.edu%7Ce01bbb26143e4bc7c7cf08da5bab429e%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637923088377990628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FgX%2FzyjKudVYgJSP352kUE96M9qLonDcrzCk5uJirCE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foregonstate.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562%26id%3Ddd4c3c7626%26e%3D35e38cca23&data=05%7C01%7Crachel.brandon%40oregonstate.edu%7Ce01bbb26143e4bc7c7cf08da5bab429e%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637923088377990628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FgX%2FzyjKudVYgJSP352kUE96M9qLonDcrzCk5uJirCE%3D&reserved=0


 

  

Photo by Linda Vognild 
 

  
 

The Gardening Adventures of our Prez, Nancy Adams 

 
These 6 feet plus Thistles obviously got missed by this gardener. I could say they grew overnight 

which of course they did. These plants have vicious thorny stems so wear gloves which I didn’t 

and continue to pay for it dearly. They are now gone and I will be on the look out for their 

buddies. 



  

 
Our Clematis has never bloomed so full and profusely. The spring rains definitely helped create 

the amazing and magnificent large blooms. It lasted until the recent winds and hot weather 

toasted it. 

 

The Benefits of Gardening: A Gardener’s Reflection 
(from the homesteadgarden.com)  

What IS gardening? I think gardening means something different to 

everyone. For some people, gardening is a way to save money on groceries. For 

others, it’s a way to know your food source (you can’t get more personal with 

your food source than by growing it yourself from good-quality seeds). Some 

people choose to garden in order to become more self-sufficient. Many people 

decide to garden because it is a delightful hobby that reduces stress.  

 

Gardening is often a wonderful way to appreciate the great outdoors while also 

being productive and bringing beauty into the world. There is certainly a pride 

factor, too, when you pick your first sun-warmed tomato and think ‘I grew this 

food item from seed! So cool!’. I bet many people are a combination of all of 



 

the things I mentioned above. 

 

Six Wonderful Benefits of Gardening 

Gardening is a sneaky workout. 

I love to play in the dirt. 

Gardening gives me a sense of accomplishment. 

Food from my garden tastes better than anything I can get from the 

store. 

Gardening makes me more aware of the need to slow down and stress 

less. 

Gardening is one of the best ways to interact with nature. 

Gardening brings me joy! 

 

To read the complete article Click Here: https://www.thehomesteadgarden.com/the-
benefits-of-gardening-a-gardeners-reflection/ 
  

THANKS FOR SHARING NANCY 

 

 

  

Oh No! What Happened to my Abraham Darby Rose? 

By Lorena Elliott 
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I Love Roses.  
Because we have a very small garden I decided to grow two roses in large containers and they have 

brought me joy for several years. Of course I researched the type of roses that grow well in our climate 

and are disease resistant. To my surprise, I learned this year that there are no roses that are immune 

to "rose slugs".   
 
My first indication that there was a problem was observing a couple of leaves that looked like 

something had chewed holes in the middle of the leaves. Based on the hole type, I knew this was not 

the work of the leaf cutter bee. In just two days, half of the rose leaves on one plant contained holes 

and some looked like window pane type holes.  When I looked on the back of the leaves, there were 

very tiny light green larvae. Time for research. 
 
Rose slugs. Rose slugs look more like caterpillars than slugs. They are actually sawfly larvae which is 

an insect in the same family as wasps, bees, and ants. The adult sawflies look like a cross between a 

fly and a wasp. Sawflies tend to eat at night and for that reason, you generally see the damage and 

not the rose slugs. Rose slugs will chew the foliage of plants, leaving trails where they’ve munched 

through. The good news is that they won’t normally be detrimental to the overall health of your rose but 

they make the plant look really sad.  
 
How do we prevent or minimize these chewers? 
Spray horticultural oil. 
Spray the plant after pruning in the early spring and as soon as the rose is in full leaf. At this time when 

the leaves are beautiful, the larvae hatch from eggs laid in the soil under the plants and climb to the 

leaves. Our rainy season this year delayed the normal application of horticultural oil in April and May. 

Make sure to spray the leaves’ undersides where the rose slugs are feeding, not just the tops of the 

leaves.  I also sprayed the soil surrounding the rose and removed all fallen leaves. (A twofer - 

this spraying will also help prevent aphids). 
 
Hand Smashing...eeewwww. 
Early in the morning, hand smashing the rose slugs as you can find them on the leaves’ undersides is 

very effective!  I also sprayed them off with the hose and then smashed them when they hit the 

ground.   
 
Systemic Insecticide. 
I don't use this method because it will affect the bees and other essential insects but it is an option that 
helps to minimize rose slug damage.  
 



 

The good news is that providing your rose with good drainage, extra nutrients, and making sure the 

soil does not become too dry will help to bring the lovely leaves back and you will be able to once 

again enjoy your rose.  Happy Gardening! 
 

                          
 

  
 

 
The Culture of Gardening - A Journey  
  

The voices of gardeners growing plants to connect with their heritage, 
culture and identity. 

Meet Scott from Corvallis, Oregon 
growing, cooking, and sharing abundance 



 

 
" I’m so lucky to have two grandmothers who were and are incredible gardeners. My grandma 

Joanne was an incredible gardener in Ohio and always kept beautiful flowers. My grandma Kay, 

who immigrated from India to the US, always had—and continues to have—beautiful gardens. 

One of my really strong garden memories is when she lived in India, and I actually had a chance 

to live with her and my grandfather for a period of time, she had this beautiful garden on a 

terrace and grew ginger, turmeric, vegetables and flowers and all sorts of things. I think it seeped 

in that you can grow a lot of good and nutritious food in a small space, so that’s been something 

we’ve carried with us." 
To read the entire wonderful story from 2021 click here:   

https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cultureofgardening/2021/09/27/scott-on-growing-cooking-
and-sharing-abundance 
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Important Things to Know        
Mission: "To serve our community by promoting research-based, 
sustainable gardening practices." 
OSU Polk County Master Gardeners 
Brooke Edmunds, OSU Ext. Horticulture Agent 
Rachel Brandon (Villwock), Program Assistant 
  
                            Membership dues:  $20/year 
Please send inquiries, address changes, and membership renewals 
to: 
Polk County Extension Office 
289 E. Ellendale Ave, Ste 301 
Dallas, Oregon 97338 
Extension Office:  503-623-8395  
  
Master Gardener Merchandise: 
Jan Quintens  - 503-623-9442  cell:  541-659-3012 
Cuttings Through the Year              $9 
Mac's Field Guides (each):              $6 
     NW Trees 
     NW Wildflowers 
     NW Good/Bad Garden Bugs 
     NW Park/Backyard Birds 
Trees to Know in Oregon (2010)    $14 
Shrubs to Know in PNW Forests      $ 9 
  
Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and 
materials without discrimination based on age, color, disability, familial or parental 
status, gender identity or expression, genetic information, marital status, national 
origin, political beliefs, race, religion, reprisal, sex, sexual orientation, veteran's status, 
or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance 
program.  Oregon State University Extension Service is an AA/EOE/Veterans/Disabled. 
  
Polk County Master Gardeners 
Oregon Master Gardeners Association 
The Polk Weed is the publication of the OSU PCMGs™, published monthly and 
emailed to members.  
Editor:  Lorena Elliott 
To submit your article or photo, email: polkmgnews@gmail.com 
  
President: Nancy Adams 
Vice President: Jan Eggert 
Vice President:  Linda Vognild 
Secretary: Lori Hinemen 
Treasurer: Kelly Harris 
Member at Large:  
Member at Large: Connie Abel 
OMGA Rep: Bill Leedy 

mailto:polkmgnews@gmail.com?subject=Polk%20Weed%20Article


 

Alternate OMGA Rep:  
Past President: Bobbie Muncrief  
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