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Notes from the editor: A big Thank You for the "brave" Polk County Master Gardeners 

who opened up their personal gardens. If you were unable to visit one in June, there are 

gardens that will be open July 19 and 20th. For more information, find the "poster" in the 

newsletter.  See you there! 

 

Have you noticed? The month of July brings our incredible 

summer days in the Willamette Valley which usually 

happens around America's Birthday, July 4th. If you want to 

bring a little patriotic theme this year to your garden, try 

planting red and white geraniums with blue lobelia. You can 

also add other white accents 

such as Phlox for fun. Not into 

geraniums?  No problem. Try 

planting red verbena, zinnia, 

and/or red dahlia in place of 

geraniums which will add 

vibrancy and last all summer. How about a recycled chair 



 

painted "RED" to accent your pots?  It is time to celebrate! 

 

 

Thank you for your encouragement and newsletter articles.  

Please know your comments, suggestions, and submissions are always welcome 

at polkmgnews@gmail.com. 

Happy Gardening! 

Lorena Elliott  

 

  
 

Calendar for July, August, September  
  

July 2019 

09 - Thyme Garden Lunch & Herb Vinegar Workshop, 

11:00 am, Alsea, Oregon, Linda Yerbick 503-623-2983 

11 - Board Meeting @ Extension Office, 1:30 pm 

       NO CHAPTER MEETING 

18 - West Salem Thursday Market Clinic 9-1:30, Gayle Birch 503-370-9759 

26 & 27 - Summerfest @ Dallas Courthouse, Dallas, (10 am - 8pm, 9 am - 6pm), Gayle 

Birch 503-831-0892 

 

August 2019 

01 - Board Meeting 10 am - 12 pm, @ Shelly's House, 2590 Kings Valley Hwy, Dallas, 

Shelly Rushing 951-294-0079 

03 - Ice Cream Social, PCMG 30 Year Anniversary, 11:30 to 2:00 pm at the Dallas City 

Park, Kelly Gabliks 503-831-0892  

NO CHAPTER MEETING  

08, 09, 10 - Polk County Fair at the Polk County Fairgrounds, Rickreall, 10 am - 10 pm all 

days, Gayle Birch 503-831-0892 

28 & 29 - Oregon State Fair at the State Fairgrounds, Salem, 10 am - 10 pm both 

days,  Gayle Birch 503-831-0892 
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September 2019 

05 - Board Meeting @ Extension Office, 1:30 pm 

12 - Chapter Meeting Thursday, 7:00 pm @ Trinity Lutheran Church 

21 - Brunk House Cider Press, 9am -2 pm, 5705 Salem Dallas Hwy NW, Salem, Marsha 

Graciosa 503-999-6129 or Gayle Birch 503-831-0892 

   

 - Dallas Youth Garden: Tuesday & Thursday, 4-5, Saturday, 9-11  
 - Brunk House Work Days: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m. to noon 

- Inspiration Garden Work Days: Friday, 9 a.m. to noon 
- Delbert Hunter Arboretum: Tuesday, 9 am to noon  

 

  
 

 

 

 

Click here for your July Desk Calendar  
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PCMG Tour of Gardens 2019 

We are looking forward to our July weekend and visiting the "Gardeners" who are opening their 

gardens. There’s still lots of summer left for more gardens to be shared. Let Laurie know if you’d like to be 

added to the schedule.   

Laurie DeLapp 360-771-5423, delapp6@msn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kay Beatty's Garden  

  

 

  

More PCMG Tour of Gardens 2019 

 

 

  Rachael Montesano's Garden 
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Sharon & Stuart McVey's Garden 

 

 

     

 

  

 

  Question from Anne Elliott, Polk County Master Gardener: 

Could nurturing your green thumb help you live to be 100 

years old?  For the answer, check out this article.      Centenarians 

Hobby                  

         

 

  

A Word from George Woodward - Our Oregon Master Gardener Association (OMGA) 
Representative  
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  The second quarter board of directors meeting for Oregon Master Gardeners 

was hosted by Jackson county down in Medford. Friday was the leadership forum 

followed by the Board Of Directors meeting Saturday. It was a beautiful drive 

down. Both meetings were well attended and Jackson county has a very active 

membership that did a stellar job hosting. 

  

   The leadership forum was about "Fire resistant plants for home landscape" 

presented by OSU extension agent Kara Baylog. She gave a entertaining hands 

on demonstration of how fire spreads.(see photos)  Anyone living close to any forest interface areas should 

take a few minutes to check out the publication. It can be found on the extension website it is PNW 590. There 
was another good resource presented "Firewise communities" @"www.firewise.org". 
  

   The forum information covered the selection and placement of fire resistant plant and how to determine the 

placement of plants in your landscape to help reduce the risk of fire spreading to your home. This information 

would be useful to all homeowners even in the event of fire in neighborhoods. I encourage everyone to take a 

moment to look up these publications. I found them particularly interesting as we have a forecast for 2019 as a 

potentially bad fire year. We have already had 76 reported fires with a total of 221 acres burned and fire 

season has just now officially began. 

 
    Here are the highlights of the Board of directors meeting which covered a wide array of topics. 
 

        The treasurer reported a net income of 15,000 dollars. These funds go to publication of the PNW 

handbooks we all use and love, various grants and scholarships and community education and outreach to the 

general public. The majority of these funds were dues from the chapters; we have a membership of 3,429 

Master Gardeners in this state. Patrice is going to start holding a special treasurers workshop for a couple 

hours before the leadership forums to try and get everyone on a standardized method. I will be touching base 

with Jim Ross on this. 

 

      Seamus says the OMGA website is up and running and he is pleased with the database. There have been 

some speed bumps and difficulties so it is nice to have put those behind us. 

  

        Mini College. There was much conversation around this topic. There was a survey in which 31% of the 

membership responded. There appears to be a continued interest in having mini college in some form. The 

main challenges are declining attendance and lack of volunteers. As I sat there, the conversation was eerily 

like that of our Fall Fling. Mini college has been the state organizations main avenue of fulfilling its mandate of 

community outreach as well as the venue for their largest fundraiser, the silent auction. The board was tasked 

with getting out to our membership three key questions:1) Do you  want mini college to continue? 2) Are you 

willing to participate? And last but not least, 3) What would make you go?  This last question was a great 
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conversation starter and ultimately I believe will shape the direction of future Mini Colleges. As in what type of 

offerings? Advanced level training? Tours to places we normally do not get access etc... 

 

        Webinar series. How many people have used this? This has lost funding, but secured private funding to 

continue through the 2019-2020 year. I truly believe this will be the way of the future for additional continuing 

educational credits. So far it appears it is a 50-50%  membership usage. I personally plan to try it out this 

summer. I encourage everyone to check it out. It is free, google Oregon State webinar series if you haven't 

already checked it out. 

  

      Important! The OMGA is looking for officers and chairs for the upcoming year. We are all members, as 

this is our parent Oregon Master Gardeners Association of which we belong to local chapters respectively. 

Anyone may attend these leadership forums and the BOD meetings. Gail has approved the leadership forums 

as continuing education credit too. 

 

        Important!  Last but not least, the OMGA is going to do a mini silent auction to help make up some lost 

revenue, this will take place at  the 4th quarter BOD meeting. The list will be made available online to bid on 

items, they are due the 3rd quarter meeting. It should be a lot of fun and there are usually some really great 

items to bid on. For those of you not familiar with the silent auction and what it means to our state organization 

think of our PLANT SALE and what that means to our chapter. We will be responsible for 3 garden related 

items with estimated value of 25$ each. If you have any ideas let me know. 

 

Any questions or concerns please feel free to reach out to me. 

Thank you in Service, George Woodward,  tattoedwood@yahoo.com 

  

Fire-Resistant Plants 
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Inspiration Garden News 
Eagle Scout Project – Riparian Trail 

By Bill Leedy 

 

Eagle Scout, Jackson Warren, with his parents, grandparents, and local Scout Troop 38 

have helped to establish a gravel pathway in the riparian area along Ash Creek. To fulfill his 

badge requirements, Jackson had to plan the project, obtain necessary supplies and materials, 

do preliminary preparation, and enlist additional workers, i.e., other scouts and parents, to 

complete the project. Thank you Jackson for a job well done. 

 

The riparian area has long been an area of interest but often neglected due to other 

priorities. Some early clearing in 2012 by Bill and Linda Vanachek allowed us to see Ash Creek 

for the first time. Sporadic clearing and the planting of a few natives in 2013-14 was about the 

only work done until 2016 when Harry Leglighter chose to clear blackberries as part of his 

payback hours. Harry continued the work in 2017, and in 2018 David Gibbons joined him 

clearing not only blackberries but also a lot of willows, grass, and weeds. As a result of the 

clearing, many park visitors started walking along the side of the creek to experience this 

unique environment. But wet conditions lead to muddy trails and so a gravel path seemed a 

logical solution. 

 

The path offers a quiet and serene experience and one is hardly aware of the gardens 

above. There are four entry points; west of F Street parking, NW of the Gathering Place, across 

from the bamboo, and north of the Pollinator Garden. The path includes shady grottos, sunny 

vistas, grassy banks, and, of course, a wetland habitat. Additional shade trees and native plants 

will further enhance this special environment. 

 

  Photo by Lorena Elliott 

 



  

 

The Inspiration Garden was "Buzzing" with enthusiasm during a 
BEE-FRIENDLY WORKSHOP presented by Vicki Brink and a Garden 

Tour led by Judy Nathe. 

 

Vicki's presentation included the importance of multi-season planting of Bee-Friendly Flowers. She explained 

about habitat loss, pesticide use, climate change, and the introduction of diseases that all contribute to native 

bee decline. Protecting or providing habitat for native bees is one of the best ways farmers and property 

owners can support native pollinators.   

 

Judy led the group on a tour of the beautiful Pollinator Garden containing Bee-Friendly flowers that bloom 

during all seasons.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

Submitted by Lorena Elliott 

 

  



 

Summer is here.    

We have been having fun with family and friends. Last weekend our Granddaughter graduated with honors 

from Western Oregon. Two of our grandsons are involved in the 4H program and loving it. We have been 

picking strawberries, raspberries and the blueberries are turning blue. It has been great weather for berry 

crops. 

   Last Friday at the Inspiration Garden, Dolores 

Subia came and started working on the stock beds by the greenhouse. She leveled the soil, laid down a cloth 

barrier and then Jerry Murphy, Kathy Stewart and myself helped her fill the beds with growing medium. Great 

work everyone. These beds can now be used to place rooted plants in for the purpose of growing and dividing 

for the plant sale. 

                              

Saturday, we went to Dancing Oaks Nursery and garden for their pollinator fest. Their garden is expanding and 

looks wonderful. So nice to see it again. it was great to work at the clinic for the Master Garden program and 

talk to the public a seeing their questions and concerns. 

 

Enjoy your summer. We hope to celebrate with all the Polk County Master Gardeners at the 30rh anniversary 

celebration coming up in August. Please save the date. 

 

In Unity, 

Bobbie Muncrief 

 

  



 

                         Check this out!!   

Pest Problems - Asparagus Beetles 

 By Karen Lippsmeyer 

 

Summer is here and most of us have been working long hours planting 

and weeding.  If  you grow asparagus, take a few minutes every 

couple of days through mid-July to check for asparagus 

beetles.  There are two types and both damage new asparagus spears 

as well as mature foliage or fronds. 

 

The common asparagus beetle, Crioceris asparagi, is about 1/4" long and metallic blue to black with 

creamy yellow spots and reddish edges on the wing covers.  At the Inspiration Garden, I found the 

spotted asparagus beetle, Crioceris duodecimpunctata.  This beetle is bright orange with twelve black 

spots. 

 

Asparagus beetles can be managed by hand picking and dropping them into 

soapy water.  Encourage beneficial insects such as Lady beetle and lacewings 

which feed on larvae or eggs.  Also, there is a tiny parasitic 

wasp, Tetrastichus asparagi, whose larvae can kill up to 70% of asparagus 

beetle eggs.  Remember pesticides kill beneficial insects as well as target 

species.  

 

  

Polk County 4H "Happy Trails" 
Amelia Gardener, Polk County Master Gardener 

 

It was a fun Wednesday with 10-16 happy children who were introduced to native 



 

stream life.    
 

Thursday we made plant prints and I led the succulent boot planting. Great way for 
me to think about succulents and see some neat boots. 

 

 

 

  

 
Important Things to Know        

  

Mission: "To serve our community by promoting research-based, sustainable 

gardening practices." OSU 

Polk County Master Gardeners 

Neil Bell, OSU Ext. Horticulture Agent 

Rachel Villwock 

Carla Cudmore, Program Assistant 

  

Membership dues:  $20/year 

Please send inquiries, address changes, and membership renewals to: 

  

Polk County Extension Office 

289 E. Ellendale Ave, Ste 301 

Dallas, Oregon 97338 

Extension Office:  503-623-8395 

  



 

Master Gardener Merchandise: 

Jan Quintens  - 503-623-9442  cell:  541-659-3012 

Cuttings Through the Year              $9 

Mac's Field Guides (each):              $6 

     NW Trees 

     NW Wildflowers 

     NW Good/Bad Garden Bugs 

     NW Park/Backyard Birds 

Trees to Know in Oregon (2010)    $14 

Shrubs to Know in PNW Forests      $ 9 

  

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials without 

discrimination based on age, color, disability, familial or parental status, gender identity or expression, genetic 

information, marital status, national origin, political beliefs, race, religion, reprisal, sex, sexual orientation, 

veteran's status, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance 

program.  Oregon State University Extension Service is an AA/EOE/Veterans/Disabled. 

  

Polk County Master Gardeners 

Oregon Master Gardeners Association 

The Polk Weed is the publication of the OSU PCMGs™, published monthly and mailed to members.  

Editor:  Lorena Elliott 

To submit your article or photo, email: polkmgnews@gmail.com 

  

Printing/snail mail dist:  Nancy Sullivan 

  

President: :Bobbie Muncrief 

Vice President: Kelly Gabliks 

Vice President: Linda Vognild 

 Secretary: Judy Wardrum 

Treasurer: Jim Ross 

Member at Large: Marsha Graciosa 

Member at Large: Shelly Rushing 

OMGA Rep: George Woodward 

Alternate OMGA Rep: Rachael Montesano 

Past President: Bren Coop  
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Copyright © 2019 Polk County Master Gardners, All rights reserved.  

You are receiving the Polk County Master Gardner Newsletter.  

 
Our mailing address is:  

Polk County Master Gardners 

289 E. Ellendale 

Suite 301 

Dallas, Or 97338 
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Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  
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