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Notes from the Editor:  The Magic Blooms of March.    
Each year at this time I love to watch as the trees and the spring flowers start 

blooming. It brings a reminder that cool weather veggie seeds can be planted 

(maybe almost) and the hope of summer returning is not far away. I grow many 

types of flowers for the pollinators but I desire a few Tulips or Tulipa which are 

my favorite early blooming spring flower. Because our yard is small, I have had 

good luck growing them in large pots. They are part of the lily family, Liliaceae, and 

they remind me of the importance of patience, beauty, friendship, and gratitude. As 

Polk County Master Gardeners, don't forget to thank those around you for sharing 

their gardening skills. Like spring in the valley, with patience and gratitude, our 

gardeners will bloom!   
Interesting and fun:  
 - Cultivated tulips were imported into Holland from Turkey in the sixteenth century by Carolus Clusius a       famous 

biologist from Vienna. He wrote a book on tulips in 1592. 
 - In 17th- century Amsterdam, a tulip bulb was worth more than a diamond. 
 - A winter famine in 1944 known in Dutch as the "Hongerwinter" claimed as many as 22,000 lives. The     bulbs 

proved to be nutritious and easy to cook. Even though they probably didn't taste very good, they       saved many 

lives. 

 - Wild tulips? Yes. Species tulips in the wild are perennial, smaller and shorter, very tough, and native to harsh 

landscapes in hard-to-reach corners of the world. They are found clinging to barren mountain ledges and are 

exposed to wind, cold, and drought.  Wild tulips have the ability to come back and bloom for several years with full 

sun and very well-drained soil that is on the dry side in summer.               



 

 - I have heard** that Fairy mothers place their babies in the tulip-cup and rock their laughing children in       the 

flower like a cradle.  Watch out for fairies when you are cutting your flowers!  
Here is more information and photos on tulips in the wild 

https://www.pacifichorticulture.org/articles/tulips-in-the-wild/ 

 

Thank you for your encouragement and newsletter articles. Please know your 

comments, suggestions, and submissions are always welcome 

at polkmgnews@gmail.com. 

Happy Gardening! 

                                        Lorena Elliott, Polk Weed Editor                       
 

 
  

 

                                                                         

             Calendar for March and April 

2020                        
March 2020 

04 - Polk County Master Gardening Training Classes, 9-4,           Trinity 

Lutheran Church 

05 - Board Meeting @ Extension Office, 1:30 pm 

11 - Polk County Master Gardening Training Classes, 9-

4,                                         Trinity Lutheran Church 

11 - Day-Time Chapter Meeting 12-1:00, Trinity Lutheran Church 

12 - Plant Sale Committee Meeting, 1:30, Extension Office Stuart 

McVey,                 503-949-6877 

14 - Seed and Veggie Class Training, Inspiration Garden, Gathering Place, 9-

12,                     Jean Nielsen, 425-681-2149 & Darlene Gowen, 503-838-4414 

18 - Polk County Master Gardening Training Class Exam & Potluck 9-

12,                   Trinity Lutheran Church, Inspiration Garden 1:00-4:00 pm 

31 - Brunk House Tour for new members and all PCMG, 11:00 am, 

Marsha               Graciosa, 503-999-6129 

 

 

https://oregonstate.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562&id=3f0a745e0f&e=35e38cca23
mailto:polkmgnews@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20articles%20


 

April 2020 

02 - Board Meeting @ Extension Office, 1:30 pm 

07 - Delbert Hunter Arboretum/Botanical Garden Tour for new members and 

all         PCMG, 9:00 am, Nick & Linda Yerbick, 503-623-2983  

09 - Brunk House Tour for new members and all PCMG, 11:00 am, 

Marsha               Graciosa, 503-999-6129 

09 - Plant Sale Committee Meeting, 1:30, Extension Office Stuart 

McVey,                 503-949-6877 

09 - Evening Chapter Meeting 7:00 pm, Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Dallas,                   Speaker: Linda Brewer, Composting  
24 - Peace Garden Dedication, Mt Fir Park, Inspiration Garden, 2:00 
pm,                  Judy Nathe, 971-312-1639  
   

  - Dallas Youth Garden: Starting in April - Eileen Shaffer, 503-480-9247  

 - Brunk House Work Days: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m. to noon,  
Marsha Graciosa, 503-999-6129 

- Delbert Hunter Arboretum: Tuesday, 9 am to noon,  
Nick Yerbick, 503-623-2983    

- Inspiration Garden Work Days: Friday, 9 a.m. to noon 

 Judy Nathe, 971-312-1639 or Kay Beatty, 503-831-0887 
 

 
  

 

 

Extension Office Desk Calendar  

Click here 

 

Please note that we need your help on March 24,26, and 

31st. Please contact Rachel Villwock for scheduling. 

https://oregonstate.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562&id=00bca4a2e7&e=35e38cca23


 

503-623-8395 (rachel.villwack@oregonstate.edu) 

Thanks! 
 

 
  

 

 

PRESIDENT"S CORNER  
 

March is almost here and we are seeing beautiful weather with cold nights. It 

makes you eager to think about planting again. 

 

We wanted to thank all the area leads for doing presentations during the 

training sessions. It's wonderful to have so many areas to get excited about 

and volunteer to participate in.  

 

We also wanted to send a big thank you to all the trainees who have come to our demonstration garden to volunteer 

their time. Last Friday, we were able to clean up and weed the entire perennial beds. It was no small task. Thank you 

for all your energy and hard work. The perennial beds look wonderful! 

 

On Saturday February 22 we had 52 people attend the blueberry/berry pruning demonstration. It was a beautiful day 

with very talented demonstrators. Thank you for all who came to learn more about pruning berries. 

 

Please take note of the calendar in the newsletter. We have many activities coming up besides Board meetings and 

Chapter meetings. 

 

Happy March! 

Bobbie Muncrief  
 

 
  

 

                                     
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

By our very own Polk County Master Gardener, Bill Leedy 

   

Did You Know.... that trees 'inosculate', from the 

latin osculare meaning 'to kiss'.  This is the merging not only of 

branches, but especially of roots and mycorrhizal fungi.  The 

mailto:rachel.villwack@oregonstate.edu


 

mycorrhizal network connects trees both within species and across species.  In a quarter acre plot 

every tree was connected and some, the oldest, were connected to more than 40 others.  In 

addition, older trees nurture smaller trees and some trees, such as birches, often considered 

'weeds' or 'trash' trees, enhance the growth of Douglas fir seedlings. 
  

from Underland  by Robert MacFarlane 
 

 
  

 

 

Unbelievable! 

Our 2019 New Graduates are BLOOMING everywhere! 

 

 

   
 

 
  

 

   SAVE THE DATE!!!     

Clinic at the Inspiration Garden 

  

Hello, I wanted to let you know we will be doing a Clinic at the Inspiration Garden on 
June 7th from 10 am to 2 pm. 



 

 

We wanted to be able to answer your gardening questions and any gardening issues you have. 

 

Hopefully, we can really promote this event for the community. 

 

Thanks, 

Bobbie Muncrief   
 

 
  

 
                                                                                                                                                                       

Spring Preview! 

 from the Garden of Eileen Shaffer      

I love living in the Willamette Valley.  The very first time I came to visit friends who 
had moved here, I knew I would be moving here, too.   I had never felt more 

comfortable anywhere else I had been. Of course, it was summertime…sunny days in the 80’s and 
nice cool nights for good sleeping.                                                                            

The winters are not so easy.  Even with our moderate temperatures, the dark, 
cloudy, gloomy days of fall into winter are not my favorite.  So, when the plant life 

starts to awaken, it brings small measures of joy. A glimpse of what is to come. 
The first one that I notice in my yard is the Sweet Box or Sarcococca ruscifolia.  It 

is in the breezeway, so my favorite thing about it is the fragrant flowers that 
bloom in January.                                                                   

Then the Hellebores start to bloom.  They are hardy and show up every 
winter with their purple or white or green flowers.  The crocuses poke 

through and bring their intense color.  

The little daffodils, jonquils or narcissus (not sure 
what to call them) were last year’s rescue plant.  I 

found a small pot sitting in the street near our house and after a few days no 
one claimed it, so I took it home to plant.  We needed some color on the deck 

before the tulips came up.                                         



 

The Chives are hardy and usually the first to poke through with new growth 
in the herb garden.          

 

We don’t have much sun, but have found plants that don’t mind the wet clay 
soil and moderate sunlight. Pretty soon the hostas will be poking through, 

too and then we’ll be sure it’s spring.  

 

   
 

 
  

 

 

Hello Master Gardeners and Trainees!    
  

We have our Saturday class scheduled for March 14th at 9am at the Gathering 

Place at Inspiration Garden.  We’ll be finished by noon.  So if the classes on 

February 25th or 28th (held at the OSU Extension Office in Dallas) didn’t work 

for you, we hope to see you on March 14th at the Gathering Place!   These 

classes are lots of fun and we love the things we learn from all of you as well.  

  

Link to signup:  https://signup.com/go/TNibdDW  

  

Looking forward to seeing lots of friendly faces, 

  

Jean Nielsen and Darlene Gowen  
 

 
  

 

                   ***Propagation News***                       

There are several ways to propagate plants, trees and shrubs. I have personally tried all of these methods some with 

great success and some I am still working on for a greater return on my efforts. If you would like to learn more about 

propagating the first rule is don't give up. Some plants propagate readily while others take time. 

https://oregonstate.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562&id=fdbc2348a1&e=35e38cca23
https://oregonstate.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562&id=fdbc2348a1&e=35e38cca23
https://oregonstate.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5052a5ae32719afa7c570f562&id=bd69cfbfc1&e=35e38cca23


 

 Here are several terms you will come across while learning. I wanted to give a short definition for you. 

 

Softwood cuttings are taken from this year's growth. Many perennials and shrubs can be propagated using this 

method. You will also find that many of these cuttings will benefit from using a rooting hormone. 

 

Hardwood cuttings are best taken in the late fall or early winter. Many of these cuttings benefit from using a rooting 

hormone. These cutting are taken from old wood. 

 

Heel cuttings are especially used for trees and shrubs, much like hardwood cuttings. Cut side twigs from the old 

wood. Old wood is last year's growth. These twig cuttings benefit from using a rooting hormone. Conifers can be 

propagated using this method. 

 

Grafting is another method to reproduce plants, especially trees.Grafting is basically inserting a scion, new plant,into 

or onto another plant called the understood. You will see this when buying fruit trees. Grafting is done when the 

rootstock and the actions are dormant. You will also find several different terms when learning about different 

grafting methods. some are cleft grafting, wedge grafting and bud grafting to name a few. February is the best month 

for grafting no matter what methods you use. 

 

Another method of propagating is " air layering".  Air layering is actually propagating on the host plant without cutting 

off anything from the host. Simply cut into a branch of the host plant, apply rooting hormone and wrap so no air come 

into contact with the cut on the host plant. You can actually watch the roots grow! After enough roots appear you cut 

the branch off the host plant. 

 

March is the best time to propagate both hardwood and softwood cuttings on these 

plants; 

 

Caryopteris - hardwood cutting 

Heather - hardwood cutting 

False Cypress - softwood cutting 

Juniper - softwood cutting 

Hemlock - softwood cutting 

 

For more information on all aspects of propagation, soils, best time of the year, and 

tools, I encourage you to order the booklet from Jan Quintens, called "Cuttings 



 

through the Year." Great information for beginners and experienced propagators. 

 

Submitted by Bobbie Muncrief  
 

 
  

 

 

CHECK THIS OUT!  OUR VERY OWN POLK COUNTY MASTER GARDENER 
DAVID GIBBONS MADE THE NEWS!  

THE "SMITHY" instructor at the BRUNK HOUSE BLACKSMITH SHOP 

 

 
 

 
  

 

SAVE THE DATE: PEACE GARDEN DEDICATION APRIL 24, 2020, 

2:00 pm at Mt Fir Park, Inspiration Garden.   



 

 

This will be a very special celebration for our new Ginkgo Tree. 

 

Questions:  Judy Nathe, 971-312-1639 (jun3@comcast.net)  
 

 
  

 
Important Things to Know        

  

Mission: "To serve our community by promoting research-based, sustainable gardening 

practices." 

OSU Polk County Master Gardeners 

Neil Bell, OSU Ext. Horticulture Agent 

Rachel Villwock, Program Assistant 

Carla Cudmore, Program Assistant 

  

                             Membership dues:  $20/year 

Please send inquiries, address changes, and membership renewals to: 

Polk County Extension Office 

289 E. Ellendale Ave, Ste 301 

Dallas, Oregon 97338 

Extension Office:  503-623-8395 

mailto:jun3@comcast.net


 

  

Master Gardener Merchandise: 

Jan Quintens  - 503-623-9442  cell:  541-659-3012 

Cuttings Through the Year              $9 

Mac's Field Guides (each):              $6 

     NW Trees 

     NW Wildflowers 

     NW Good/Bad Garden Bugs 

     NW Park/Backyard Birds 

Trees to Know in Oregon (2010)    $14 

Shrubs to Know in PNW Forests      $ 9 

  

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials without 

discrimination based on age, color, disability, familial or parental status, gender identity or expression, genetic 

information, marital status, national origin, political beliefs, race, religion, reprisal, sex, sexual orientation, veteran's 

status, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program.  Oregon 

State University Extension Service is an AA/EOE/Veterans/Disabled. 

  

Polk County Master Gardeners 

Oregon Master Gardeners Association 

The Polk Weed is the publication of the OSU PCMGs™, published monthly and mailed to members.  

Editor:  Lorena Elliott 

To submit your article or photo, email: polkmgnews@gmail.com 

  

Printing/snail mail dist:  Nancy Sullivan 

  

President: Bobbie Muncrief 

Vice President: Linda Vognild 

Vice President: Shelly Rushing 

Secretary: Deborah Blomenkamp 

Treasurer: Judy Wardrum 

Member at Large: Jan Quintens 

Member at Large: Janice Eggert 

OMGA Rep: George Woodward 

Alternate OMGA Rep: vacant 

Past President: Bren Coop 
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Copyright © 2020 Polk County Master Gardners, All rights reserved.  
You are receiving the Polk County Master Gardner Newsletter.  

 
Our mailing address is:  

Polk County Master Gardners 

289 E. Ellendale 

Suite 301 

Dallas, Or 97338 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  
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