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USDA Announces Additional Pandemic Funding for Producers

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that USDA is establishing new programs and efforts to 
bring financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and producers who felt the impact of COVID-19 market 
disruptions. The new initiative – USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers – will reach a broader set of 
producers than in previous COVID-19 aid programs. 

USDA will reopen sign-up for CFAP 2 for at least 60 days beginning on April 5, 2021.  For more information go 
to:  https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/03/24/after-identifying-gaps-previous-aid-usda-
announces-pandemic Scott Duggan

Oregon Bills Would Let Ranchers Sell Shares of 
Livestock

Good news for ranchers selling their meat direct to consumers.  
Two bills introduced in the Oregon legislature aim to boost local 
meat production by allowing ranchers to sell shares of their cattle 
to the public and restaurants, according to a local news report.

House Bill 2258 would allow a ranch owner to sell an ownership 
interest in an animal directly to consumers or restaurants, while 
companion bill 2786 would direct the Oregon Department of 
Agriculture to identify and remove barriers to such sales.  

The bills' sponsor, state Rep. Mark Owens, is confident both bills 
will receive support from the majority party.  For more information 
reference the original story in the Lake County Examiner at:  
http://www.lakecountyexam.com/bills-would-improve-state-cattle-
markets/article_d0be0304-ede4-59a0-810e-8646d7bf6929.html

Scott Duggan

OSU FST Farm 2 Fork Fridays Webinar Series

Please join us for our 2021 Farm 2 Fork Fridays webinars, a monthly series that brings you stories about 
how our food systems work and the efforts behind the scenes to make them more sustainable. This series 

began January 15. The next webinar, What do "Use By" Food Label Dates Really Tell Us?, is April 16, 2021 

from 12:00 – 12:45 pm. For more information and dates visit: FST Farm 2 Fork Webinar Series | College of 
Agricultural Sciences | Oregon State University

Mylen Bohle

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/03/24/after-identifying-gaps-previous-aid-usda-announces-pandemic
http://www.lakecountyexam.com/bills-would-improve-state-cattle-markets/article_d0be0304-ede4-59a0-810e-8646d7bf6929.html
http://www.lakecountyexam.com/bills-would-improve-state-cattle-markets/article_d0be0304-ede4-59a0-810e-8646d7bf6929.html
https://oregonstate.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f6785167362f7089ca660d6b&id=5898e8746d&e=76015f1508
https://foodsci.oregonstate.edu/foodsci/fst-farm-2-fork-webinar-series
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CentralOregon Agriculture is a bi-monthly newsletter 

produced by the Central Oregon Extension offices and the 

Central Oregon Agricultural and Extension Research Center 

(COAREC).  The intent of this newsletter is to extend 

agricultural research-based information, to solve problems, 

develop leadership and manage resources wisely. Please direct 

comments and changes to the mailing list of your local County 

office.

Mylen Bohle, Editor, (541) 447-6228 

Carol Evoniuk, Ag Newsletter Coordinator, (541) 447-6228

Central Oregon County Extension Offices 

(all area codes are 541)

Crook County Extension Service - Phone 447-6228,          

498 SE Lynn Blvd. Prineville, OR  97754

Deschutes County Extension Service - Phone 548-6088,  

3800 SW Airport Way Bldg. #4, Redmond, OR  97756          

Jefferson County Extension Service - Phone 475-7107,      

850 Dogwood Lane., Madras, OR  97741

Warm Springs Confederated Tribes- Phone 553-3238,         

1110 Wasco St., PO Box 430, Warm Springs, OR  97761

Central Oregon Agricultural Research and Extension 

Center (COAREC)

850 Dogwood Lane, Madras 97741

Carol Tollefson, Director, 475-7107 

Extension Service & Experiment Station Web Sites 

Crook County: http://extension.oregonstate.edu/crook

Deschutes County:  http://extension.oregonstate.edu/deschutes

Jefferson County:  http://extension.oregonstate.edu/jefferson

Warm Springs: https://extension.oregonstate.edu/warmsprings

Central Oregon Agricultural Research Extension Center:                     

http://oregonstate.edu/dept/coarc/index.php

Central Oregon Agricultural Extension Service Staff

Nicole Strong,  Regional Director, 829-1270

Mylen Bohle, Crops, Cereals, Hay, Pasture, Irrigation, Soil,                            

Fertility. 447-6228

Ariel Cowan, Wildland Fire, 548-6088 

Amy Jo Detweiler, Horticulture, 548-6088

Scott Duggan, Livestock, 447-6228

Jeremiah Dung, Plant Pathology, 475-7107

Glenda Hyde,  FCH, Master Food Preservation, 548-6088

John Spring, IPM & Weeds, 475-7107

Thomas Stokely, Forestry, 548-6088

Toni Stephan, Horticulture and Small Farms Instructor,  

548-6088

Clare Sullivan, Small Farms/Specialty Crops, 548-6088

Carol Tollefson, 475-7107

Heike Williams, Bees & Pollinators, 475-7107

Tracy Wilson, Ag Literacy Coordinator, 475-7107

Websites

OSU Ag Information https://extension.oregonstate.edu

Oregon’s Ag Progress https://oap.oregonstate.edu

OSU Extension Publications Catalog

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu

The above individuals are devoted to extending agricultural 

information to producers.  Many of the  individuals, in addition 

to agriculture, have assignments in research, 4-H Youth,    

administration and community  resource education.

Often it is appropriate to mention brand names of some   

commercial products; however, they are used only for the 

purpose of information.  Extension does not guarantee or 

warrant the standard of the product, or does it imply approval 

of the product to the exclusion of others.

FireFree Yard Debris Disposal Events 

Now is the time to clean up your yards, create defensible 
spaces around homes and drop off that debris at FireFree 
collection sites FOR FREE in Deschutes and Jefferson 
counties. Please note the Knott landfill FireFree event will 
happen May 1 to May 16. The transfer station events held at 
Negus, Northwest and Southwest will happen in the following 
weeks May 22 - June 5. In partnership with Brooks Resources 
and Bend Fire & Rescue, the west side location off Skyliner
will operate during the first three weekends in May. 
For more information visit: 
https://www.firefree.org/firefreeevents/

Ariel Cowan, Regional Fire Specialist, Central Area

Are you ready for the next wildfire season?

The 2020 wildfires affected all Oregonians, and we learned 
EVERYONE needs to be Aware and Prepared. "The Fire Aware. 
Fire Prepared." program was developed to help Oregonians 
prepare for the reality of wildfire. This series of webinar 
sessions and online local meetings will address preparedness 
at three levels:

• Individual
What you can do now to get yourself, your family, and your 

home ready.
• Community

How you can be a part of promoting a wildfire safe 
community.
• Landscape: 
How you can live and thrive in a fire-adapted environment. 

Wildfire Wednesdays began March 17 
Alternating Wednesdays 12:00-1:00 pm  Register

Ariel Cowan, Regional Fire Specialist, Central Area

Growing Oregon Gardeners: Level Up 
Series

Take your gardening knowledge to the next level with timely 
topics from gardening in a changing climate to techniques to 
extend your season. This monthly zoom series offers 
education for the experienced gardener led by OSU 
horticulture experts from across the state.

This series is open to the public, and OSU Extension Master 
Gardener volunteers receive 1 Continuing Education Credit for 
each class taken. You can take one, or take all. Cost is free. 

The webinars will be broadcast via Zoom, the second Tuesday 
of the month, at 3pm, January through November, 2021. 
Register and/or view a recorded webinar visit 2021 COMGA 
Spring Gardening Seminar (gocomga.com). Registration is 
opened 3 months prior to the event. 

Amy Jo Detweiler

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/crook
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/deschutes
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/jefferson
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/warmsprings
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/coarc/index.php
https://www.firefree.org/firefreeevents/
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/fire-program/online-webinar-guide
https://www.gocomga.com/2021-spring-seminar


Social Media and Marketing Strategies for Farmers and Ranchers

This three-part series will provide you with tactics and strategies to market your farm or ranch 
operation with an emphasis on social media, web presence, and email to communicate directly 
with your ideal audience. This workshop is hosted by the High Desert Food and Farm Alliance and 
presented by Pickle Jar Studios.

Session overview (please plan to attend all three sessions):
Workshop 1 (April 7th from 6:30-8pm): Social Media Basics

• Social Media Basics
• Facebook basics
• Instagram
• Hashtags & Engagement
• Using HDFFA + other community supporters to leverage your social media reach
• Resources or Freebies for Social Media

Workshop 2 (April 14th from 6:30-8pm): Understanding Your Brand and Audience
• Honing in and finding your ICA (Ideal Client and Audience)
• Branding/Personal Branding
• All about your website
• Content development
• SEO Basics
• Resources or Freebies for Audience, Branding, Content and SEO

Workshop 3: (4/21-6:30-8pm): Reaching your Audience
• Intro to email & email checklists
• Email Basics
• Video Basics
• Social proof, testimonials
• Developing a simple social media plan
• Resources or Freebies for Email and Video

Free for HDFFA Partners
$30 for non-HDFFA Partners

Annie Nichols, Farm and Ranch Support Manager, HDFFA

NRCS Seeking Small Farm and Organic Producer Input to Identify High 
Priority Natural Resource Concerns

The NRCS Small Farms and Organic Specialist, Stephanie Payne, is conducting a regional survey for 
producers to obtain feedback on natural resource concerns on small acreage and organic farms. This 
survey will provide useful and valuable information that will help guide efforts to provide NRCS financial 
and technical assistance for these producers and to improve the delivery of conservation planning 
assistance. 

The short, confidential and anonymous survey can be found at the following link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/899X3RL

Thank you for your participation and valuable feedback! If you have questions about the survey or would 
like more information regarding NRCS Small Farm and Organic assistance opportunities, please contact 
Stephanie Payne at (541)699-3201 or stephanie.payne@usda.gov

Stephanie Payne, Small Farms and Organic Specialist, USDA

Oregon Century Farm and Ranch Program 1

The deadline for this year’s applications is May 1. https://centuryfarm.oregonfb.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/11/CenturyFarmAppPDF2020.pdf

Maureen Flanagan Battistella, VP Oregon Century Farm and Ranch Program
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https://hdffa.org/
http://www.picklejarstudios.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/899X3RL
mailto:stephanie.payne@usda.gov
https://centuryfarm.oregonfb.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CenturyFarmAppPDF2020.pdf


MADRAS& PRINEVILLE
INVASIVE SPECIES

WEBINAR
Learn how to ID & report invasive species in Central Oregon

April 15, 2021 • 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

April 21, 2021 • Group Hike at SMITHROCK!

• Discover the importance of managing invasive plants

• Learn how to ID Early Detection Rapid Response plants

• Learn how to report them on EDDMapS

• Learn methods of manual removal for certain species

• Test your knowledge with a group hike to Smith Rock

• Register at https://www.pnw-ipc.org/trainings 

• SPOTS ARELIMITED

PNW INVASIVE PLANT COUNCIL & CROOKED RIVER  

WEED MANAGEMENT AREA PRESENTS

http://www.pnw-ipc.org/trainings
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Wildfire Home Protection Strategies 

There are simple and often inexpensive ways to make homes safer from wildfire. With a good 
understanding of wildfire hazards and mitigation strategies, community residents can effectively lower the 
wildfire risk and losses to their homes, neighborhoods, and natural resources. Changing this impact to 
communities and residents begins with a consistent understanding of the basics of how wildfires ignite 
structures combined with scientifically proven mitigation actions. 

The Wildfire Home Protection Strategies class is based on fire science research into how homes and other 
structures ignite during wildfires as well as information on wildfire behavior, structure exposure, and the 
concepts of defensible space. You will learn how to analyze wildfire risks to structures, provide actionable 
advice to property owners, and how to take action in your community. 

A FREE one-day virtual workshop on Thursday, April 15th, 2021
8:00 am to 12:00 pm

Register Here 
http://bit.ly/3vJHoby

Ariel Cowan, Regional Fire Specialist, Central Oregon Area

Suicide Prevention Training for Farmers & Ranchers

The Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance Network has added additional dates to QPR Suicide Prevention 
Training for Farmers & Ranchers. The next training date is: April 29, 2021 from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm.

QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) is an evidence-based suicide prevention program where participants are 
empowered to make a positive difference in the lives of others. Similar to CPR, QPR provides lifesaving 
knowledge and skills to help someone in crisis. QPR is for anyone 16 and older.

Register at: https://extension.oregonstate.edu/farm-ranch-stress-assistance-network.
For questions and requests for accessibility-related accommodations: Julie Leep julie.leep@oregonstate.edu

OSU Extension

Soil Fertility and Fertilizer Needs

If you have not already tested your soil for fertility yet, and you have Not tested for a few years, you might 
think about doing that sooner rather than later. Although, Fall is a better time to do a soil fertility test, and 
then continue doing a Fall test. With the upcoming drought for many parts of central Oregon, fertilizer 
applications need to correspond with the amount of water you think you will have for irrigation. If you 
know you are going to run out of water early in the season, you really are going to want to reduce the 
amount of nitrogen you apply. Only apply what you think your plants will use and still give you an 
economic yield before running out of water – will it be half or ¾ of the usual application? If growing grass, 
or mixed grass, and cereal hay you do not want to end up with high nitrate hay. And if it is a perennial 
grass field or pasture that you are drying up, remember you want your plant going dormant with a high 
amount of carbohydrates in the crown and root. (Same for alfalfa fields, you want high carbohydrates in 
the root system when the plants go dormant.) Phosphorus, Potassium, and sulfur – regular amounts 
applied this Spring will be OK, even if you over apply, but economically may not be the best management 
practice. 

A Guide to Taking Soil Samples for Farms and Gardens: 
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec628/html

Mylen Bohle

The Western Meat School
Online Short Course

Master all the essentials for direct marketing niche meat from experts in production, marketing, processing 
and pricing. This is a comprehensive, self-paced short course to take your meat business to the next level. 
Farmers, ranchers, butchers and others are encouraged to sign up. 

Go to www.westernmeatschool.com to find out more and register.                                                          
Scott Duggan

http://bit.ly/3vJHoby
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/farm-ranch-stress-assistance-network
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/farm-ranch-stress-assistance-network
mailto:julie.leep@oregonstate.edu
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec628/html
http://www.westernmeatschool.com/
https://workspace.oregonstate.edu/course/western-meat-school


Prepare

• If you see suspicious activity, let an  
authority know right away.

• Many places, such as houses of worship,  
workplaces, and schools, have plans in  
place to help you respond safely. Ask  
about these plans and get familiar with  
them.

• When you visit a building such as a  
shopping mall or healthcare facility, take  
time to identify two nearby exits.

• Map out places to hide. Behind solid doors  
with locks, under desks, or behind heavy  
furniture.

• Sign up for active shooter, first aid, CPR,  
and Stop The Bleed training.

Warning Signs

While there is no way to predict an attack,  
you can be aware of behaviors in coworkers  
that might signal future violence.

• Excessive use of alcohol or drugs
• Unexplained absenteeism, change in  

behavior or decline in job performance
• Depression, withdrawal or suicidal  

comments
• Resistance to changes at work or  

persistent complaining about unfair  
treatment

• Violation of company policies
• Emotional responses to criticism, mood  

swings
• Paranoia

Active Shooter/Hostile Person

RUN and escape, if possible
• Getting away from the shooter is the top priority.
• Leave your belongings and get away.
• Warn and prevent individuals from entering an area where the active shooter may be.

HIDE, if escape is not possible
• Get out of the shooters view and stay quiet.
• Lock and block doors, close blinds, and turn off lights.
• Try to communicate with police silently. Use text message or social media to tag your location  

or put a sign in a window.

FIGHT as absolute last resort
• Commit to your actions and act as aggressively as possible against the shooter.
• Throw items and improvise weapons to distract and disarm the shooter.
• Recruit others to ambush the shooter with makeshift weapons like chairs, fire extinguishers,  

scissors, books, etc.

M O N T H L Y P R E P A R E D N E S S T O P I C

WORKPLACE VIOLENCE
Every day, we see workplace violence on the news. However, reports and statistical  
analysis of workplace violence document the low probability of injury or death due  

to violence. Still, being prepared and knowing how to respond to violence in the  
workplace is important in case it should occur.

For more information please visit,
Ready.gov National Safety Council (nsc.org)
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OSU Crook County Extension
498 SE Lynn Blvd
Prineville, OR 97754
Phone: (541) 447-6228

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and 

materials without discrimination based on age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, 

genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual  orientation, or 

veteran’s status. Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

This publication will be made  available in accessible formats upon request. Please call (541) 

447-6228 for information.  If you have a  physical disability that requires special considerations 

in order for you to attend an event, please notify Kim Herber at (541) 447-6228, three (3) days 

prior to event date.

Calendar *Please contact event holder to verify if event is cancelled/rescheduled*
April
8-9 1st Annual Soil Health Innovations Conference https://soilinnovations.ncat.org/register/
13 Central Oregon Hay Growers Association Board Meeting 7:00 pm, Crook County Extension Office, Prineville
13 Drip Irrigation Basics
13 Growing Oregon Gardeners: Level Up Series (see article)
15 Drip Irrigation Basics
15 Managing Eastern Oregon Forests webinar Series
16 Farm 2 Fork Webinar (see article)
22 Managing Eastern Oregon Forests webinar Series
22 Lunch With Forages https://www.oregonforage.org/
29 QPR Suicide Prevention Training for Farmers & Ranchers (see article)
May 
1 Oregon Century Farm and Ranch Program One application due (see article)
6 Lunch With Forages https://www.oregonforage.org/
11 Jefferson County Irrigation Field Day
12 Crook County Irrigation Field Day
13 Deschutes County Irrigation Field Day
18 Harney County Irrigation Field Day
19 Lake County Irrigation Field Day
20 Klamath County Irrigation Field Day
21 Farm 2 Fork Webinar (see article)
June
18 Farm 2 Fork Webinar (see article)

Ag Stress Survey 

We are a research team from Cooperative Extension at the University of Nevada, Reno, working in 
collaboration with Oregon State University Extension Service. We are inviting you to participate in our 
research study about work-related stress in the agricultural community. You’re eligible to be in this study 
because you work in farming or ranching. 

If you decide to participate in this study, you will click on the link below, which will take you to our survey. 
The survey will require 15 to 20 minutes of your time. We will be providing ten gift cards worth $50 each 
to randomly selected participants from Oregon as a way of thanking people for participating.

Participating in the survey is completely voluntary and you may skip questions or choose to stop taking 
the survey at any point. All information that is provided by you will be anonymous, even to the 
researchers. If you have any questions, please contact on of us at the email address below. 

We are using the results of the survey to create programs and materials to help farmers and ranchers lead 
happier, healthier, less stressful, and more productive and fulfilling lives. We hope that you will participate 
to help provide us insights on how to create these programs to accomplish such life-improving goals. More 
information on stress and agriculture can be found on the WRASAP website: https://farmstress.us.

OSU has developed a great website with a lot of resources for agricultural producers as well: 
https://beav.es/farm-stress

Survey in ENGLISH
Survey in SPANISH

Thank you for considering taking our survey.

For more information contact:

Brenda Freeman, Ph.D., LCPC, NCC Lindsay Chichester, Ph.D.
Professor and Extension Specialist Douglas County Extension Educator
University of Nevada, Reno University of Nevada, Reno
brendafreeman@unr.edu chichesterl@unce.unr.edu

Cassie Bouska, Coos/Curry OSU Extension Service 

https://soilinnovations.ncat.org/register/
https://www.enrole.com/cocc/jsp/index.jsp?categoryId=10244
https://www.enrole.com/cocc/jsp/index.jsp?categoryId=10244
https://oregonstate.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vsCSZ5rHSiubv3V9Xu2SjQ
https://oregonstate.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vsCSZ5rHSiubv3V9Xu2SjQ
https://www.oregonforage.org/
https://www.oregonforage.org/
https://farmstress.us/
https://beav.es/farm-stress
https://unr.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_exEOjB2Ta1yHyse
https://unr.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9oYiYRinkCwtzM2
mailto:brendafreeman@unr.edu
mailto:chichesterl@unce.unr.edu

