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EPA Releases Temporary Guidance on Respiratory Protection for 
Agricultural Pesticide Handlers During COVID-19

There is no higher priority for EPA than protecting the health and safety of Americans, especially during the 
COVID-19 public health emergency. EPA has heard from states and stakeholders about Personal Protective 
Equipment shortages in the agricultural sector. To respond to these reports and to help ensure the health and 
safety of America’s farmers, EPA is providing temporary guidance regarding respiratory protection 
requirements for agricultural pesticide handlers. Our guidance aligns with recent OSHA memos on respirators 
while addressing EPA’s responsibilities under FIFRA and the Agricultural Worker Protection Standard (WPS).

Additional Information

The temporary guidance outlines approaches to address the unavailability of required respiratory protection 
and respiratory fit testing that should first be exhausted before considering any alternative options. 
Options include:

 Use alternative NIOSH-approved respirators offering equivalent or greater respiratory protection than 
those required on the pesticide label;

 Hire commercial applicator services with enough respirators and respiratory protection capabilities;
 Opt to use agricultural pesticide products that do not require respirators; or
 Delay pesticide applications until another compliant option is available.

If the above options are exhausted, EPA’s guidance provides additional options with strict terms, conditions, 
and exhaustion requirements to minimize potential incremental risks to workers:

 Reuse and extended use of disposable N95 filter facepiece respirator;
 Use of “expired” respirators;
 Use of respirators certified in certain other countries or jurisdictions meeting protective conditions 

outlined; or
 Delay the annual respirator “fit test.”

This is a temporary policy. EPA will assess the continued need for and scope of this temporary guidance on a 
regular basis. To read the guidance in full and to learn more about EPA’s Worker Protection Standard, visit 
this webpage. Kaci Buhl, Statewide PSEP Coordinator

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDEuMjIyOTE2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lcGEuZ292L2VuZm9yY2VtZW50L3N0YXRlbWVudC1yZWdhcmRpbmctcmVzcGlyYXRvcnktcHJvdGVjdGlvbi1zaG9ydGFnZXMtYW5kLXJlZHVjZWQtYXZhaWxhYmlsaXR5LXJlc3BpcmF0b3IifQ.MZ0aA4tmcQ_vLxdz3l-zZbHlWplcJz359j1sfa9eJjg/br/79323202990-l
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CentralOregon Agriculture is a bi-monthly newsletter 

produced by the Central Oregon Extension offices and the 

Central Oregon Agricultural and Extension Research Center 

(COAREC).  The intent of this newsletter is to extend 

agricultural research-based information, to solve problems, 

develop leadership and manage resources wisely. Please direct 

comments and changes to the mailing list of your local County 

office.

Mylen Bohle, Editor, (541) 447-6228 

Carol Evoniuk, Ag Newsletter Coordinator, (541) 447-6228

Central Oregon County Extension Offices 

(all area codes are 541)

Crook County Extension Service - Phone 447-6228,          

498 SE Lynn Blvd. Prineville, OR  97754

Deschutes County Extension Service - Phone 548-6088,  

3800 SW Airport Way Bldg. #4, Redmond, OR  97756          

Jefferson County Extension Service - Phone 475-7107,      

850 Dogwood Lane., Madras, OR  97741

Warm Springs Indian Reservation - Phone 553-3238,         

1110 Wasco St., PO Box 430, Warm Springs, OR  97761

Central Oregon Agricultural Research and Extension 

Center (COAREC)

850 Dogwood Lane, Madras 97741

Carol Tollefson, Director, 475-7107 

Extension Service & Experiment Station Web Sites 

Crook County: http://extension.oregonstate.edu/crook

Deschutes County:  http://extension.oregonstate.edu/deschutes

Jefferson County:  http://extension.oregonstate.edu/jefferson

Warm Springs: https://extension.oregonstate.edu/warmsprings

Central Oregon Agricultural Research Center:                     

http://oregonstate.edu/dept/coarc/index.php

Central Oregon Agricultural Extension Service Staff

Nicole Strong,  Regional Director, 829-1270

Mylen Bohle, Crops, Cereals, Hay, Pasture, Irrigation, Soil 

Fertility, 447-6228 

Amy Jo Detweiler, Horticulture, 548-6088

Scott Duggan, Livestock, 447-6228

Jeremiah Dung, Plant Pathology, 475-7107

Glenda Hyde,  FCH, Master Food Preservation, 548-6088

John Spring, IPM & Weeds, 475-7107

Toni Stephan, Horticulture and Small Farms Instructor,  

548-6088

Clare Sullivan, Small Farms/Specialty Crops, 548-6088

Carol Tollefson, 475-7107

Heike Williams, Bees & Pollinators, 475-7107

Tracy Wilson, Ag Literacy Coordinator, 475-7107

Websites

OSU Ag Information https://extension.oregonstate.edu

Oregon’s Ag Progress https://oap.oregonstate.edu

OSU Extension Publications Catalog

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu

The above individuals are devoted to extending agricultural 

information to producers.  Many of the  individuals, in addition 

to agriculture, have assignments in research, 4-H Youth,    

administration and community  resource education.

Often it is appropriate to mention brand names of some   

commercial products; however, they are used only for the 

purpose of information.  Extension does not guarantee or 

warrant the standard of the product, or does it imply approval 

of the product to the exclusion of others.

Central Oregon Aquatic Invasive Species 
Training

This Free online training will be held from 8:00 to Noon on 
June 9th. The training is about current and potential aquatic 
invasive species in Central Oregon—how to identify them and 
what their ecologic and economic effects are and to 
encourage and facilitate early detection. To register and for 
more info, call 541-549-7727 or email Beth Johnson at 
elizabeth.johnson@usda.gov.

Mylen Bohle

SWCS 75th International Annual 
Conference

The SWCS 75th International Annual Conference, to be held 
virtually July 27-29, 2020, will feature presentations and 
dialogue surrounding the latest conservation ideas, 
technologies, and practices. Registration is open through July 
15, 2020.

Kicking off the conference will be the Pritchard Keynote 
Panel, “Diffusing Conservation Innovations.” This 
interdisciplinary panel will explore opportunities to advance 
conservation adoption at the watershed scale and nationwide. 
View the full press release for more information on this year’s 
Pritchard Keynote Panel.

Continuing education units will be available for certified crop 
advisors, professional agronomists, professionals in erosion 
and sediment control, and others.

To learn more about activities at the SWCS International 
Annual Conference or to register, visit www.swcs.org/20AC. 
Registration will close July, 15, 2020. In order to prepare 
speakers and attendees for the best event possible, no 
registrations will be accepted after the July 15 deadline.

Mylen Bohle

Northwest Drought Workshop

Save the dates for upcoming virtual northwest drought 
workshops offered by the National Drought Mitigation Center-
University of Nebraska and USDA- Northwest Climate Hub. 

July 28, 8-11 am PT Overview drought designation
July 30, 8-11 am PT East-side peer-to-peer learning
July 30, 1- 4 pm PT West-side peer-to-peer learning

*Registration coming soon
Mylen Bohle

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/crook
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/deschutes
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/jefferson
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/warmsprings
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/coarc/index.php
mailto:elizabeth.johnson@usda.gov
https://www.swcs.org/resources/news/thought-leaders-to-kick-off-soil-and-water-conservation-society-2020-international-annual-conference/
http://www.swcs.org/20AC
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Asian Giant Hornet

You have most likely seen some news story or social media post about the 

Asian Giant Hornet or “Murder Hornet” recently.  The Asian giant hornet 

(AGH) or Japanese giant hornet, Vespa mandarinia, is the world’s largest 

species of hornet. The AGH poses a significant threat to honeybee colonies 

and their sting can be quite painful to people. The Asian giant hornets prey 

on different types of insects, but during the growing season they may seek 

honey bees and conduct coordinated attacks on honeybee colonies later in 

the summer which can decimate entire colonies. In the fall and winter of 

2019, the AGH was detected in British Columbia, Canada and northwestern 

Washington. They have not been detected so far in 2020. According to the 

Oregon Department of Agriculture, no Asian giant hornets have been found 

in Oregon. However, in order to successfully keep them from establishing 

here, early detection is critical. 

The Asian giant hornet should not be confused with either the Pacific Cicada 

Killer (PCK), Sphecius convallis or the Western Cicada Killer (WCK), 

Sphecius grandis, wasps that are native to the Western United States. 

Central Oregon saw a larger than usual population of these large, cicada 

hunting wasps last year due to an outbreak of cicadas. The Cicada Killer 

wasps (both Pacific and Western) hunt cicadas to feed to their young. There 

were many sightings in Crook and Jefferson Counties that were reported to 

the local Oregon State University Extension offices and the Central Oregon 

Agricultural Research and Extension Center in Madras. The Cicada Killer 

wasps are about the same size as the Asian giant hornet (1 ½ - 2 inches in 

length), they can be distinguished by their head which is brown while the 

AGH has a large yellow/orange head. The Asian giant hornet also has very 

large, claw-like mouthparts, or mandibles whereas the cicada killers do not. 

The cicada killer wasps are a native species to our area and pose no threat 

to either humans or honeybees. 

If you suspect an Asian giant hornet sighting or attack, please notify the 

ODA, including location and photographs if possible (but do not risk being 

stung). Report a sighting to the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) at 

https://oda.fyi/HornetReport or call 503-986-4636.

Figure 1.  Cicada Killer specimens from the 
Central Oregon Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center. Photo Credit: Tracy Wilson

Figure 2.  Asian giant hornet.                    
Photo: WSDA

For additional information 

click the links below. 

WA Dept of Ag comparison of AGH 

to other wasps and bees including 

cicada killer.

ODA Pest Alert for AGH. 

Tracy Wilson, Heike Williams, and Ramesh Sagili

The Oregon Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)

Do you have a stream or natural pond on your property in need of Riparian Restoration? The Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program can provide funding for planting, fencing, seeding, livestock water 
development and other practices to enhance habitat and improve water quality. This program serves 
Crook, Deschutes & Jefferson County. For more information, contact Victoria Fischella, CREP Planner for 
Jefferson, Crook and Deschutes Counties at: 541-699-2936 – Victoria.Fischella@usda.gov – USDA Service 
Center: 625 SE Salmon Ave. Suite 6. Redmond, OR 97753

Victoria Fischella

https://oda.fyi/HornetReport%20or%20call%20503-986-4636
https://cms.agr.wa.gov/WSDAKentico/Documents/Pubs/846-SizingUpAsianGiantHornet.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/shared/Documents/Publications/IPPM/AsianGiantHornetPestAlert.pdf
mailto:Victoria.Fischella@usda.gov
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Mason Bee Blocks

If you have mason bee blocks or tubes with liners set out specifically 
for the blue orchard mason bee, Osmia lignaria, our expert tells us that
the time for them to be collected is mid-June. If you do not see any 
plugged holes with mud leave the block/tubes out for now. If there are 
plugged holes, there are eggs and larvae developing. Gently collect the 
blocks/tubes keeping the holes facing up. Store the blocks/tubes in this 
position in a sealed, breathable container for the summer. Containers 
can be paper bags, folded over several times and stapled shut or fine 
mesh bags tightly closed or tubs covered with insect screening so there 
is plenty of ventilation. The blocks need to be kept warm so the bee 
larva can finish their development. Place the blocks/tubes in a warm 
protected area like a garage or shaded shed. Place them on a shelf at 
midlevel to keep them from getting too hot. 

Our expert, Rich, says: “We want to bring the blocks in at this time to 
prevent them from being attacked by the “mono” wasp, a parasite of 
mason bee eggs and larvae. This wasp will begin to emerge and rapidly 
increase in numbers in the next few weeks. [NOT SURE THIS APPLIES 
TO EASTERN OR YET, SO I SUGGEST THE FOLLOWING]”.

We recommend that if the blocks/tubes have plugged holes that the 
blocks/tubes be taken in mid-June and not left out to protect the bees 
from wasps and other predators that will kill the bees. If you do see 
plugged holes or you have seen bees using the blocks/tubes I am very 
interested in hearing about this. If anyone would like to report to me 
the success or lack thereof with your blocks or lined tubes please email 
me at toni.stephan@oregonstate.edu to let me know how your 
blocks/tubes were used. 

COVID-19 Information 

The following links will help you be informed about COVID-19, the Coronavirus Virus.

OHA COVID-19 Information and Fact Sheets
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/DISEASESAZ/Pages/emerging-respiratory-
infections.aspx

CDC Fact Sheets
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/factsheets.html

CDC COVID-19 Information
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

American Public Health Association Fact Sheets
http://aphagetready.org/coronavirus.htm

If you would like to keep up on the states in the USA and countries of the world confirmed COVID-19 
cases, check out this web site. https://ncov2019.live/

Oregon Health Authority is a good web site to keep track of what is happening in Oregon 
at https://www.oregon.gov/oha/pages/index.aspx

Mylen Bohle

Photo Credit: Ramesh Sagili

Toni Stephan and Rich Little

mailto:toni.stephan@oregonstate.edu
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/DISEASESAZ/Pages/emerging-respiratory-infections.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/factsheets.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
http://aphagetready.org/coronavirus.htm
https://ncov2019.live/
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/pages/index.aspx
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2019/2020 Crop Year Precipitation and Growing Degree Update

Crop Water Year (Oct. – Sept.) to date and September – May Precipitation and comparison of growing 
degree-days from January 1 (41-degree base temperature) to 2019 and long-term average as of May 
31, at selected Central Oregon sites (with weather station ID, and elevation).  
http://uspest.org/OR/index.html 

Madras

Agrimet

(2440’)

Prineville

CWOP/

APRSWX

(2913’)

Powell

Butte

Agrimet

(3199’)

Prineville 

Airport

METAR

(3250’)

Bend

Agrimet

(3650’)

Salt 

Creek

RAWS

(4215’)

Xmas

Valley

(4360’)

Teepee 

Draw

RAWS

(4735’)

Allison

RAWS

(5320’)

Badger 

Creek

RAWS

(5710’)

Brer 

Rabbit

RAWS

(5719’

Month-

Year

Precipitation (inches)

Sept. 2019 1.05 1.43 1.30 1.17 1.04 2.30 1.50 1.18 1.97 2.60 2.72

Oct. 2019 0.56 0.49 0.41 0.23 0.48 0.43 0.32 0.60 0.74 1.01 0.58

Nov. 2019 0.41 0.23 0.43 0.08 0.55 0.17 0.23 0.42 0.40 0.28 0.13

Dec. 2019 1.48 0.88 0.79 0.56 0.61 0.83 0.67 1.17 1.67 4.17 1.76

Jan. 2020 0.99 0.97 0.86 0.41 0.94 0.72 0.92 0.95 2.97 1.81 2.37

Feb. 2020 0.94 0.56 0.27 0.19 0.01 0.27 0.15 0.14 0.98 3.18 0.97

Mar. 2020 0.77 0.80 0.54 0.29 0.47 0.92 1.04 1.05 1.73 1.96 1.98

Apr. 2020 0.43 0.53 0.62 0.36 0.25 0.49 0.55 0.33 0.95 2.61 0.80

May 2020 2.54 2.39 1.76 1.66 1.11 1.74 0.62 1.77 2.42 3.22 2.02

Oct. - May 8.12 6.85 5.98 3.78 4.42 5.57 4.50 6.43 11.86 18.24 10.61

Sept. - May 9.17 8.28 6.98 4.95 5.46 7.87 6.00 7.61 13.83 20.84 13.33

Compared 

to

Growing Degree-days 

2019 5 days 

ahead

10 days 

ahead

19 days 

ahead

10 days 

ahead

5 days 

ahead

8 days 

ahead

1 day 

behind

9 days 

ahead

8 days 

ahead

8 days 

ahead

5 days 

ahead

LT Average 

(30-yr)

9 days 

ahead

N.A 10 days 

ahead

10 days 

ahead

20 days 

ahead

14 days 

ahead

6 days 

ahead

10 days 

ahead

14 days 

ahead

12 days 

ahead

11 days 

ahead

+ Prineville (KRCO Radio Station Site) “long-term average” precipitation is around 10 inches. The 
station no longer records precip.
+ 41-degree base temperature GDD’s is the growth temperature for grass and alfalfa and using 
“growing degrees” model.
+ Teepee Draw Station is just across the county line in Deschutes County south of Bend/Burns Hwy 
near Millican.
+ Salt Creek Station is on SE Roberts Road in Crook County.
+ Allison Station is just across the Crook county line in Harney County.
+ Brer Rabbit Station is just across the Crook county line in Wheeler County.
+ Growing degree- days ahead of long term average and previous year is showing that earlier warmer 
temperatures are melting the snow pack earlier.
+ If moisture is not available to the plants in early – late spring, the plants would not have been able 
to take advantage of the GDD’s for earlier growth.

Continued on next page…

PNW DEWS Drought & Climate Outlook Webinar

This monthly Drought & Climate Outlook webinar from the Pacific Northwest Drought Early Warning 
System (PNW DEWS) features state climatologists, meteorologists and others who provide timely, 
regional information on current drought status and impacts and a review of current and developing 
climatic events. These webinars also include short presentations on adaptation strategies, updates on 
the latest research, or showcasing a useful tool. This is a one-hour online webinar scheduled for June 22 
at 11:00 am (PST). States covered by the PNW DEWS include Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and 
Montana.
Link here for details and registration.

Mylen Bohle

http://uspest.org/OR/index.html
https://www.drought.gov/drought/calendar/events/pnw-dews-drought-climate-outlook-1
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Dryland pasture production (lb of air dry forage per acre) response to precipitation (September through 
June) in Harney County (about 4300 feet elevation) based on Forrest Sneva and D.H. Hyder research at 
Burns, Oregon is below.

High Desert Food & Farm Alliance Raises $12,500 to Pay Farmer 
Partners for Produce Contributed to Grow & Give

In response to COVID-19, the High Desert Food & Farm Alliance (HDFFA) raises $12,500 in emergency 
grant funds to pay farmer partners for the produce they contribute to HDFFA’s Grow & Give Program. 
Funding to pay farmers was awarded through The Oregon Community Foundation, Northwest Farm 
Credit Services, and the Central Oregon Health Council.

HDFFA is using the $12,500 awarded to help offset farmers’ costs of production and increase their 
income, while also increasing the amount of fresh produce collected for HDFFA’s Grow & Give Program. 
A fresh food donation program, Grow & Give is the only program of its kind in Central Oregon. Each 
year, 15,000lbs or more of fresh locally grown food is collected and distributed through the regional 
foodbank, NeighborImpact. HDFFA collects produce from local farmers, gardeners and community 
members to improve accessibility to fresh food.

In an average year, 1 in 8 Oregonians experiences food insecurity, which is defined as a lack of 
consistent access to nutritious, culturally appropriate foods. The Grow & Give Program helps to improve 
equitable food access for Central Oregonians in the tri-county area. To date, HDFFA has donated 
60,000 pounds to NeighborImpact; in 2019, Grow & Give donations served over 40% of their clients.

Visit HDFFA’s Grow & Give Program at the downtown Bend Farmers Market (Wednesdays starting June 
3rd, 2-6 pm) and the NorthWest Crossing Farmers Market (Saturdays starting June 20th, 10am-2pm). 
Fresh produce or monetary donations can also be made through the Redmond Farmers Market (on 
Tuesdays) and the Sisters Farmers Market (on Sundays). If you have questions or wish to donate, 
contact Rachel Levy (rachel@hdffa.org).

Lars Santana

mailto:rachel@hdffa.org
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Beef Markets Move Past Disruptions

Barring a major setback, it appears that beef markets are moving past the worst of the disruptions that 

have caused upheaval is recent weeks. Beef markets were thrown into turmoil in March as food service 

markets were sharply curtailed and beef demand focused on retail grocery. This caused bottlenecks in 

supply chains and an initial wave of disruptions in product flows.

Beginning in early April, COVID-19 began to impact workforces in many packing plants causing plant 

closures and reduced slaughter rates. Cattle slaughter and beef production decreased on a year over 

year basis for four consecutive weeks. The lowest point occurred the last week of April when total 

cattle slaughter was down 34.8 percent year over year. Beef production that same week was down 

33.8 percent compared to the same week one year ago. Significant recovery has occurred from that 

low with estimated cattle slaughter the week ending May 30 down 10.9 percent year over year. With 

cattle carcass weights increasing sharply due to delays in marketing fed cattle, estimated beef 

production last week was down just 7.6 percent year over year.

Choice boxed beef prices increased beginning in late March until late May. After averaging under 

$210/cwt. early in the year, Choice boxed beef prices increased in late March, dropped briefly in early 

April, before increasing to a peak at $459.04/cwt. in mid-May. Choice boxed beef prices have dropped 

to a weekly level of $374.04/cwt. at the end of May.

Individual beef products have been on a wide variety of dynamic paths through all the turmoil in both 

demand and supply since March. Prices for beef products dependent on food service demand, including 

many middle meat cuts, dropped in March before general shortages of products pushed prices higher in 

April and May. Choice wholesale beef tenderloin (IMPS 189A), for example, dropped from an average 

price just under $970/cwt. early in 2020, to a weekly low of $533.33/cwt. in early April before 

increasing to a mid-May peak of $1238.88/cwt. Choice tenderloin prices have decreased to 

$1219.68/cwt. by the end of May.

Many end meats from the Chuck and Round, saw increased demand beginning in March continuing 

through April and pushed even higher by decreased beef supplies to mid-May. For example, the price 

of Chuck Rolls (IMPS 116A) increased weekly, beginning in mid-March from a pre-COVID-19 average 

near $266/cwt., to a peak in early May of $628.94/cwt. before dropping back to $466.03/cwt. by the 

end of May. Several products in the round displayed similar price patterns since mid-March.

The last few weeks have revealed much about the nature of specialized beef supply chains and much 
about the variable demands for the wide variety of beef products. It has also revealed how market 
prices adjust to wild swings in beef product demand and supply conditions. Additional dynamics are 
expected as food service continues a slow recovery and macroeconomic conditions continue to affect 
beef demand, but hopefully beef product markets are settling back into a much more stable situation 
and with typical product price relationships reestablished.

Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma State University Extension Livestock Specialist

ATTRA Resources

This is the home page for ATTRA; you will probably find a lot of useful agricultural and horticultural 
information at their web site:
https://attra.ncat.org/?utm_source=WH&utm_medium=PM&utm_campaign=ATTRA. To help you 
understand the COVID-19 pandemic and how it affects your farming operation, ATTRA has gathered 
some resources that can help. Links to information on food safety, business assistance, farmers market 
operation, alternative markets, and food security are available 
at https://attra.ncat.org/covid/?utm_source=WH&utm_medium=PM&utm_campaign=spotlight. (They 
have come up with a lot of links to resources.)

Mylen Bohle

https://attra.ncat.org/?utm_source=WH&utm_medium=PM&utm_campaign=ATTRA
https://attra.ncat.org/covid/?utm_source=WH&utm_medium=PM&utm_campaign=spotlight
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Agriculture Workers and Employers: Interim Guidance from CDC and 
the U.S. Department of Labor

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Department of Labor (OSHA) released 
interim guidance for farmworkers and agricultural employers to assist in preventing the spread of 
COVID-19 and address specific characteristics of agricultural worksites. This guidance was an 
unprecedented collaboration between the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH), the eleven NIOSH Agriculture Centers, the CDC, OSHA, the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Environmental Protection Agency, and other 
agriculture industry stakeholders. 
Agriculture work sites, shared worker housing, and shared worker transportation vehicles present 
unique challenges for preventing and controlling the spread of COVID-19. The guidance is a technical 
document which may be used by owners/operators of production ag facilities, safety and health 
professionals, state and local health departments, and others. There are several efforts underway by 
the NIOSH Ag Centers, AgriSafe, and others to pair existing materials to the guidance, as well as 
develop new materials for use with workers. You can find the guidance here: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-agricultural-workers.html

Here are some of the key points expressed by the guidance: 
 Management in the agriculture industry should conduct work site assessments to identify COVID-

19 risks and infection prevention strategies to protect workers.
 Work site guidance for COVID-19 prevention and control should be taken into consideration in

employer-furnished shared worker housing, transportation vehicles, and work settings.
 Prevention practices should follow the hierarchy of controls, which includes using source control

and a combination of engineering controls, administrative controls (especially proper sanitation,
cleaning, and disinfection), and personal protective equipment.

 Grouping workers together into cohorts may reduce the spread of COVID-19 transmission in the 
workplace by minimizing the number of different individuals who come into close contact with 
each other over the course of a week, and may also reduce the number of workers quarantined 
because of exposure to the virus.

 Owners/operators should maximize opportunities to place farmworkers residing together in the 
same vehicles for transportation and in the same cohorts to limit exposure.

 Basic information and training about infection prevention should be provided to all farmworkers
in languages they can understand.

 Agriculture work sites developing plans for continuing operations where COVID-19 is spreading
among workers or in the surrounding community should work directly with appropriate state and
local public health officials and occupational safety and health professionals.

Farm operations vary across regions of the country. This guidance provides a template of action to 
protect agriculture workers from coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). Agricultural employers can 
adapt these recommendations to protect workers at their particular work sites or in specific work 
operations.

This interim guidance is based on what is currently known about COVID-19. CDC and the U.S. 
Department of Labor will update this guidance as needed and as additional information becomes 
available. Please check the CDC COVID-19 website periodically for updated guidance. 

Jennifer M. Lincoln, PhD, CSP

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-agricultural-workers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-agricultural-workers.html
https://www.osha.gov/shpguidelines/hazard-Identification.html
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/hierarchy/default.html
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/Pubs/other-languages?Sort=Lang%3A%3Aasc
https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/healthdirectories/healthdepartments.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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Can We Select Cattle to Reduce Pinkeye Incidence??

As a kid growing up on a farm/ranch in central Nebraska, one of my least favorite summertime chores 
was to help my dad treat cows, calves, or yearlings for eye infections. We tried the purple aerosol 
spray and powders squirted in the eye. We even glued canvas patches on infected eyes to aid in the 
healing of eye infections. Nothing seemed to be the silver bullet we were hoping to find. I often 
wondered if susceptibility to eye infections was passed from mother to offspring via some genetic 
component. Should we automatically cull replacement heifers from cows that had severe eye 
infections?

Pinkeye has long been a costly nuisance to cattle producers. Eye infections sometimes lead to partial or 
complete blindness in one or both eyes. Reduced beef production in the form of lowered weight gain, 
milk production, body condition, and eventually even poorer reproduction can result from eye infections 
and lesions. One of the culprits that initiates and spreads eye problems between herds and among 
herdmates is “Pinkeye” or more properly called Infectious Bovine Keratoconjnctivits. An excellent 
Oklahoma State University fact sheet about the prevention and treatment of “Pinkeye” is available 
online at: http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-2689/VTMD-9128web.pdf.

Iowa State University animal scientists analyzed field data from ISU herds and cooperator herds in 2003 
through 2005. They sought to estimate the genetic measurements that could aid in the selection of 
cattle resistant to Infectious Bovine Keratoconjunctivitis (IBK), commonly known as pinkeye. They 
found a decrease in weaning weight of 30 pounds per calf infected with pinkeye. The analysis of the 
field data revealed an estimate of 0.11 for heritability of resistance to pinkeye. This estimate is 
considered to be of low heritability, which indicates that only slow progress can be made 
based on selection for IBK resistance. It does mean that, over time, if we select replacements from 
cows that are not prone to having eye problems (especially pinkeye) we would be able to very gradually 
reduce the incidence of pinkeye in our herds.

Also they studied the immune components involved in eye disease defense mechanisms. Tear samples 
were collected from the eyes of 90 calves in 2004 in order to quantify immunoglobulins (commonly 
called antibodies). The result of this analysis indicated that as the amount of Immunglobulin A in the 
tears increases, the likelihood of infection and/or the severity of infection decreased. This information 
would suggest that properly fed, properly immunized cattle, with a strong immune system 
will be more resistant to pinkeye. Source: Rodriguez and co- workers. Iowa State University 
Animal Industry Report 2006. Most immediate improvement in reducing pinkeye incidence will be 
made by management procedures that remove eye irritants and disease transmitters as well as sound 
nutrition and health protocols. See the previously mentioned OSU Fact Sheet VTMD-9128.

Glen Selk, Oklahoma State University Emeritus Extension Animal Scientist

Crooked River Weed Management

Crooked River Weed Management Area will be able to answer any noxious weed questions by phone or 
email. If you are unsure of what you have, send us a picture or bring a sample in and drop it in the 
white box by the office door. Homeowners Weed Guide and other materials can be found on our 
webpage. https://co.crook.or.us/crooked-river-weed-mgmt Email Debbie Wood at 
debbie.wood@oregonstate.edu

Debbie Wood

http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-2689/VTMD-9128web.pdf
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1888&context=farms_reports
http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-2689/VTMD-9128web.pdf
https://co.crook.or.us/crooked-river-weed-mgmt
mailto:debbie.wood@oregonstate.edu
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OSU Crook County Extension
498 SE Lynn Blvd
Prineville, OR 97754
Phone: (541) 447-6228

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and 

materials without discrimination based on age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, 

genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual  orientation, or 

veteran’s status. Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

This publication will be made  available in accessible formats upon request. Please call (541) 

447-6228 for information.  If you have a  physical disability that requires special considerations 

in order for you to attend an event, please notify Kim Herber at (541) 447-6228, three (3) days 

prior to event date.

Calendar          *Please contact event holder to verify if event is cancelled/rescheduled*

June
9 CO Aquatic Invasive Species Training. (see article)
22 PNW DEWS Drought & climate Outlook Webinar. (see article)

All Oregon State University Ag Experiment Station Field Days in June are cancelled.
July
27-29 SWCS 75th International Annual Conference. (see article)
28 Northwest Drought Workshop. (see article)
30 Northwest Drought Workshop. (see article)

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program

The Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) opened up on May 26 for applications, and will close 
on August 28, 2020. Applications can be submitted by phone or email at Farm Service Agency county 
offices across the country. Producers can find their local FSA office, and much more CFAP information, 
at www.farmrers.gov/cfap. In addition to the CFAP application, a producer may need to submit forms 
and documentation to determine their eligibility for the program and agree to basic conservation 
requirements, which are required for all USDA programs. There is also a form for direct deposit. 
Anyone who used the drought program (Livestock Forage Program, or LFP) in 2014 or other years will 
be familiar with the process. 

Once a producer’s total CFAP payment is calculated, they will receive a direct deposit for 80% of that 
payment relatively quickly. However, the remaining 20% will only be paid if enough funds are 
available. This assures that CFAP funds are spread across as many eligible livestock and crop producers 
as possible. Let’s be frank, $16 billion sounds like a lot of funds until you consider how much 
production of livestock, crops and specialty crops it is being spread across. 
Let’s break down the payments for cattle producers further. First, producers will need to know their 
sales and their inventory. USDA is allowing both to be self-certified, but have your documentation on 
hand and be prepared to produce it if asked. Cattle producers that sold cattle between January 15 and 
April 15 are eligible for a payment out of the CARES Act funds, provided those cattle were unpriced. 
USDA defined ‘unpriced cattle’ as those cattle that were ‘not subject to an agreed-upon price in the 
future through a forward contract, agreement, or similar binding document’. However, if you had 
another risk management instrument such as a Livestock Risk Protection (LRP) or put option in place 
the cattle are still eligible sales under CFAP. 

If you did not have any sales in that window, then you may still be eligible for receiving a payment on 
the highest daily inventory between April 16 and May 14 out of CCC funds. Again, this is a self-certified 
inventory. Cattle producers will receive $33/head for that inventory. 
Also, pay attention to the definitions of each category of cattle to sort them into the correct boxes. All 
of the breeding herd falls into ‘all other cattle’. Cull cows and bulls fall into ‘slaughter cattle – mature’. 
Calves, including unweaned calves, fall into ‘feeder cattle under 600 pounds’. Stockers you may have 
sold will fall into one of the two feeder cattle categories, depending on their weight. Fed cattle with 
average weights until 1400 pounds fall into ‘feeder cattle 600 pounds or greater’ for now, although that 
definition is under review. 

This program allows producers to offset market losses for those cattle that still had risk exposure 
during the 2020 market decline. Don’t let the process scare you off, many producers have reported 
that, once they had their numbers in hand, it didn’t take long to apply. Get your application in as soon 
as possible. 

Amy D. Hagerman, Oklahoma State University Extension Policy Specialist

http://www.farmrers.gov/cfap

