
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Waterwise Gardening presentation 9-07-22                           
auditorium at 10am 

• McMinnville Farmers ’ Market                    
Thursday 9-01,9-15 9-29 

• Newberg Farmers ’ Market                    
9-07 & 9-14 

• YCMGA potluck lunch and general                                                    
conviviality meeting 

            Saturday, 9-10-22, noon in Wiser Pavilion 

• YCMGA board meeting Wednesday                             
9-14-22 10am in person & with Zoom                                                                     

       https://ycmga.org/ Facebook.com/yamhillcountymastergardeners 
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Clinic Volunteers for Education/Outreach events  (Special events in 

McMinnville and nearby towns, especially Farmers’ Markets) 

Farmers’ Market in McMinnville NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO  DISASSEMBLE               

BOOTH AT THE END OF THE DAY (6:00 to 6:30pm) 

ACCESS THE YCMGA WEBSITE TO SIGN UP 

Treasurer for the entire Yamhill County Master Gardener program.         

Monthly balancing of budget & report.                                                                             

Possess great power over budgetary matters, occupy key position.   

We must have a treasurer, so a volunteer in this position would                               

save YCMGA the cost of hiring an outside firm for the job.    

CONTACT SUE NESBITT 

 

 

Extreme Topiary 

There are no       

gardening mistakes, 

only experiments. 

mailto:https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/common-vegetable-garden-problems
mailto:https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/events/common-vegetable-garden-problems


G ene submitted a grant request to 

OMGA this year on behalf of the 

"Garden-to-Table" program.  He applied 

for the “Search for Excellence” award, 

with the “Garden-to-Table” program     

receiving a $1,000 award.  This was the 

largest “Search for Excellence” award 

given to any local chapter by 

OMGA in 2022! 

caerulea     blue 

caespitosa     dense 

campanulate like a bell 

campestris     of the field 

canadensis     from Canada 

capensis     from the Cape, South    

    Africa 

chinensis     from China 

chrysantha     yellow 

coccinea     red 

compacta     compact 

Botanical (Latin & 

Greek) terms  used    

for plant names 
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“Search for               

Excellence” Award 

Goes to Garden-to

-Table program 

“CRIMES 
AGAINST 

NATURE” 

Found the  square root...  

I n addition to the “Search-

for-Excellence” award, this 

year Heather applied for an 

“Extension Educator” grant 

and received $250, which will 

be used to purchase more soil 

pH meters for Master     

Gardener use. 

Grant           

Received for 

Soil pH test 

Meters 
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T his is my favorite herb book in the Master 

Gardener library for two reasons.  One, it's 

regional; and two, it's a well-organized book for 

such a broad subject.  Reading the author's 

introduction sets the tone for the entire book.  She 

says that what began as a hobby became a 

passion and blossomed into a business.  When 

having to narrow down her selection of plants, she 

chose plants that grow easily in our region and are 

widely adaptable.  Each plant must also have a   

variety of uses.   

The author says that "becoming an herb lover is 

easy to do.  It involves nothing more than falling 

for the charms and attraction of herbs.”  (This 

from page XI).  Besides the Introduction, the    

seven sections of the book include: 

• Herb Growing Basics

• Planning & Building Twelve Herb Gardens

• Harvesting, Preserving and ”Wildcrafting”

Herbs

• Using Herbs --Cooking, Healing and

Crafts   (which, you will remember, are not

subjects for Master Gardeners to discuss with

the public).

• Fifty herbs

• Seasonal Calendar

• Plus there's a glorious , colorful 13-page

photographic collage of 67 various herbs.

The section on herb growing basics covers   

everything from soil preparation to taking    

softwood, hardwood and herbaceous   

cuttings.  Other propagation methods discussed 

are layering, suckering, root division and root 

cuttings.  (Suckering is transplanting suckers, such 

as those of raspberry canes).  There are also 

fertilizer recipes.  This section is 22 pages long and 

covers about everything you need to know about 

the basics of herb gardening. 

The section on planning and building twelve 

herb gardens is rather fun.  It covers choosing 

your herbs and where to place them.  Some herbs 

can grow even in a rocky parking strip, shaded  

areas and other challenging areas. You can grow 

them in containers, in your vegetable garden, in 

your flower garden or have a garden entirely of 

herbs (details on page 32).  Here you’ll find one of 

those handy charts I love, this one listing herbs for 

hot and dry areas; full shade, partial shade; and 

moist areas. 

Within each of the twelve themed gardens, there is 

a comprehensive list of herbs for various planters 

and garden plots.  There is a note that if you want 

to use an herb for medicinal purposes (for your 

own use only), be sure you are using varieties with 

officinalis in the name. 

Northwest Herb 
Lover’s Handbook  

Mary Preus, Sasquatch Books, 2000



Section III covers harvesting, preserving 

and wildcrafting. Wildcrafting??  Turns 

out this is foraging for herbs in the wild.    

Obviously, correct identification is   

crucial...

Otherwise, this chapter has lots of general 

guidelines on harvesting your herbs.  Preser-

vation methods include drying herbs, drying 

seeds, storing dried herbs and freezing.   

Several handy hints are included, such as 

blanching before freezing and the precaution 

that dried herbs need to stored in opaque 

jars.  Two lists delineate which herbs to dry 

and which to freeze (p. 45-46). 

The next section is, using herbs for cooking 

and healing.  I won't cover this section    

because of the OSU rules for Master Gardeners. 

However, if you want to know for your yourself, 

there are 29 pages full of recipes for food, soap, 

facial masks and the like.  There 

is a great recipe (p. 79) for a garlic/hot pepper 

spray as a deterrent for pests.  According to the 

University of California, Davis this one works! 

In my opinion, the section titled 50 Herbs is the 

best part of the book.  Each herb listed is totally 

covered with detailed information.  How do you 

narrow them down?  The author says the criteria 

were that "Each herb has at least one outstand-

ing attribute, be it as seasoning, tea, 

landscaping or medicine."  (p.83)  Each herb 

listed has: 

1. Description

2. Planting Information

3. Cultural Directions

4. Propagation

5. Year-round Care

6. Pests and Diseases

7. Harvesting and Preserving.

That's a lot of information!  Sometimes the    

author throws in culinary and craft uses, plus  

uses for medicinal applications and   

aromatherapy.  Specific cultivars are often    

recommended for each use.  Each herb listed is a 

fascinating read, even if you are not growing any 

of them in your garden. 

The final section of The Northwest Herb Lover’s 

Handbook is a seasonal calendar.  This 

monthly checklist is a reminder of things to check 

every month.  There are also several pages 

on  extending the season.  The Resources and 

Index make up the final pages. 

You can find this book in our Herb section in the 

MG Library.  It's a member of the Red Dot 

Society.  Those books with Red Dots on the spine 

indicate the book has a Northwest interest!   
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  Remember the Library Mantra:  

We are a Reference Library, 

NOT a Lending Library. 
 

Beth Durr 



Charlie Nardozzi     

National Gardening Magazine 
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Tales from the 
Chef’s Garden

I n the heat of summer, I’m going to put in a 

plug for expanding your horizons to grow a 

fall & winter food garden. We have a relatively 

benign climate which is greatly influenced by the 

large body of water 60 miles west of us known as 

“The Pacific Ocean” which gives us a maritime 

climate. 

For years, I’ve relied upon Binda Colebrook’s 

book Winter Gardening in the Maritime North-

west, Seattle Tilth’s book Maritime Northwest 

Garden Guide: Planning calendar for year-round 

organic gardening, and PNW 548 “Fall and Winter 

Vegetable Gardening in the Pacific North-

west” (which was published June 2001). Now 

there’s a new “book” on the block. That “book” is 

the revised version of PNW 548,revision date of 

May 2022. You might recognize many of the    

authors—Nick Andrews, Heather Stoven, Heidi 

Noordijk, Lane Selman, Kelly Streit, Brooke    

Edmunds, Neil Bell, and Victoria Binning. They 

worked 

many 

years to 

expand 

and 

bring the 

publica-

tion up 

to date. 

This 

publica-

tion was 

written 

as part of the “Eat Winter Vegetables” project 

that aims to increase production and local con-

sumption of winter vegetables in Oregon. The 

specific vegetables that the project has focused 

upon are Brussels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower, 

celeriac, collards, garlic, purple sprouting 

broccoli, radicchio and winter squash. 

PNW 548 has gone from a sufficient 7 pages to 

an astounding 51 pages!  Its new title is “Winter 

Vegetable Production on Small Farms and Gar-

dens West of the Cascades”. It has five chapters. 

Chapter one is Choosing a location. This covers 

the importance of soil health and the prevention 

of erosion. Naturally the climate and weather are 

a big influence as well as the temperature and 

little micro-climates. Your micro-climate might be 

colder or warmer than the rest of the region. 

Chapter two is Field management. This covers 

people, (if you can’t figure out how to stay warm 

and dry while harvesting in the rain, perhaps you 

are a summer-only gardener), and more on soil 

and nutrient management. After all, you are    

expecting the soil to provide nutrients to plants 

12 months instead of the more typical 6 or 7 

months. This chapter also discusses cold weather 

protection, crop rotation, cover crops, and our 

favorite—pest management.  

Red Cape sprouting broccoli,  1-18-22



Chapter three is Crop management. Actually 

this might be your first stop in looking at this 

publication because it covers individual crops, 

their nutrient needs, field prep, diseases, pests, 

harvesting and handling, and popular cultivars. 

The planting and harvest dates and cold hardi-

ness chart fall in this chapter. 

 

Chapter four is Farmers growing winter 

vegetables. This contains brief information on 

two different farms which work hard to grow  

winter vegetables so they can offer year-round 

CSA boxes.   

 

Chapter five is Health benefits of winter 

vegetables. This is the chapter that contains 

charts of crop-specific dietary needs.  This will 

help you in ditching Hostess Twinkies in favor of 

mustard greens: one cup chopped greens 

provides 56% of our daily requirement of Vit. A 

and 120% of Vit. K. I’m sure that will make you 

very pop-

ular with 

your fami-

ly.  

 

No Exten-

sion publi-

cation 

would be 

complete 

without a 

list of   

additional 

resources, 

which is 4 

pages 

long. 

 

As you 

can see from the chapter headings, the authors 

packed a lot of information into 51 pages, but I’ll 

bet that the first thing everyone looks for is the 

planting and harvest dates chart, which is on 

pages 38 & 39. I was just looking at the suggest-

ed planting dates for parsnips (May-July) and 

wondering if I should bother replanting seed to 

fill in non-germination spots after August 1st. I 

decided to plant Daikon radishes instead. 

 

Also of invaluable help on the same pages are 

the cold-hardiness estimates for each crop. With 

my above crop of parsnips, I find that they 

should be 

good down to 

about 5      

degrees;    

Celeriac is 

good to about 

20    degrees. 

I can have 

this infor-

mation handy 

so when we 

have a cold 

snap in the 

forecast, I can 

know whether 

I need to  

cover and 

mulch, or just 

leave them 

alone to deal with life. I am definitely in favor of 

the leave-it-alone crops.  

 

Since I wasn’t on the ball to get this information 

in the June or July Grapevine, it’s too late for you 

to start any seeds this year, so go to a local 

nursery to see just what they have in the line of 

vegetable starts and start a new adventure of  

fall or winter-grown vegetables. Perhaps you’ll 

find Romanesco cauliflower or kohlrabi, both of 

which are hard to find, expensive, and of 

mediocre flavor. Home grown, on the other hand, 

is out-of-this world flavor-wise. 

 

I highly recommend this publication. It has the 

information to make you a better food production 

gardener. It’ll encourage you to get outside in 

the winter when we tend to hunker down inside 

and glare at the rain. You’ll be happier if you go 

outside. If you wonder how a real winter garden 

looks, you are always welcome to stop by The 

Allison’s Chef’s Garden in Newberg for a tour. 
 

Anna Ashby                    

Allison Inn Garden Chief                       

 Master Gardener                      

 Master Beekeeper 
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Dragon’s Tongue mustard, 12-21 

 

Veronica a Romanesco cauliflower 
for fall harvest 



I n just a couple of months, it’ll be tree-

planting season.  Here is a condensation of 

an article reviewing common errors in planting. 

Tree roots need oxygen; the 

root system of a tree that is 

planted too deeply will slowly 

suffocate. Too-deep planting can also encourage 

the formation of circling roots which girdle and 

kill the tree as it grows. The best way to find the 

correct depth is to make sure you find the trunk 

flare on your tree before you put it in the 

ground. 

Notice that the base of a 

tree trunk gradually flares 

out as it enters the ground. 

If you pull back some of the soil at the base of 

the tree, you'll see the tops of the main roots 

spreading out at this point. You want to plant 

your own tree so that the base of the trunk flare 

(also known as the root collar) is right at the  

surface of the soil (or slightly above it in heavy 

soil). The flare of the trunk on a sapling is not as 

noticeable as it is on a mature tree, but if you 

look closely, you'll see it if it's not buried. 

Trunk flare frequently does get buried in the 

course of digging or repotting.  If the trunk flare 

isn't visible, find it by carefully pulling away the 

soil around the base of the trunk until you see 

the trunk flare. 

Loosen and 

spread out the 

roots on the 

outside of the 

rootball before  

setting it in 

the planting 

hole.   If the 

roots encircle 

the soil, slice 

around the 

rootball every 

inch or so, and 

slice off he bottom 1/2” of roots. 

Be sure not to hold the tree by its trunk as 

you move it into the planting hole. And be careful 

not to drop the ball into the hole, as this can 

break off roots within the ball. If the root ball is 

heavy, try using a tarp under the ball to drag it 

into the hole, using a plank as a slide if needed. 

Your first impulse may 

be to add fertilizer and 

organic matter to the 

soil you put back in the hole. But stop! Your tree 

will do best if you use only the native soil to 

refill the hole. Adding modified soil  will  

encourage roots to stay within the pocket of    

improved soil rather than crossing into the native 

soil, which will interfere with the long-term 

health of the tree. if you are planting in 

heavy soil and you fill the planting hole with 

lighter, more porous amended soil, the roots 

can also drown as the hole fills up with water 

during rainy weather (in a bowl effect). 

Start by filling the hole about halfway with 

native soil, breaking up any large clumps 

with your shovel while taking care not to 

damage any tree roots. Then add 5-10     

gallons of water to the hole and let it drain 

through, settling the soil to remove any air 

pockets. Add the remaining backfill, using the 

leftover soil to create a low berm around the 

edge of the planting hole to contain water. 

Firm the soil in the hole, with your hands 

and not your feet, compact the soil. (Using 

feet will over-compact it).  Then add another 

5-10 gallons of water. 
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Hints for Planting a Tree 

Planting Depth 

Finding root Flare 

Backfilling 



 

Stake your newly 

planted tree only if 

necessary. Most trees 

with trunks under 2” do 

not need staking at all.  In fact, staking weakens 

a tree.  Unstaked, the natural movement (wind, 

animals, etc.) strengthens the root system.  If 

staked, the root system becomes dependent on  

the extra support, and will not support the tree 

on its own.  If you do use stakes, use 2, placing 

them on opposite sides of the tree.  Fasten the 

tree loosely with tape or ties made for the      

purpose.  Using string, hose, or wire will damage 

the bark and the trunk. 

 

 

                      

Do not water the 

tree lightly and 

often.  Instead, 

water deeply once a week or so (depending on 

soil, weather, etc.) so the water penetrates down 

to the bottom of the root ball.  Frequent watering 

will train the roots to stay at the surface (to col-

lect the water) and result in a fragile stunted tree 

that is very vulnerable to drought.                                    

  Always apply a wood mulch at least past 

the dripline, and 3 to 4 inches deep.  The mulch 

will insulate the roots from surface heat, hold 

moisture in the soil, and keep clay soil from 

cracking open from dryness.  Refresh the mulch 

annually, but be sure to always leave a mulch-

free zone about  3” to 6” from the trunk, to     

discourage rodents from gnawing on the bark. 
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Staking a tree Watering & Mulching 

Condensation of an article from         

National Gardening Magazine, 7/22 

Extreme Topiary 



2022 YCMGA Awards Event  
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 Cydney Stables       
receives scholarship 

 Alan receives “”Yamhill County Master 
Gardener of the Year” award 

 Alan celebrates 

 Gin receives “Behind-the-Scenes”  
honor (two of these awards this year) 

 
Jennifer wins photo contest, 

gets lovely pink flamingo 

 Mia Garcia—scholarship recipient  
 Gene and Alan enjoying mingling 

 Cris is thanked for help 
with “Garden-to-Table” 
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 Polly receives “Master Gardener of the Year” 

 Amy received one of the 2 
“Behind the Scenes” awards 

 An historically large audience enjoys the event 

 The same eager audience enjoys the food 

 Catching up with other Master Gardeners 

 The colorful annuals garden at the fairgrounds 



I t’s hard to    

believe that 

much of the summer is behind us and fall is on its 

way. Hopefully fall will bring some rain and cooler 

temps as soon as the school year starts up again.  

I have appreciated all of your willingness to    

volunteer at all our summer events.  We have 

had good support at Farmers’ Markets and other 

public events such as the Yamhill County Fair and 

Harvest Fest. Thank you so much for assisting the 

public and making our program visible to the 

community.  

We also have had good participation in the office 

desk clinic; thank you all of you for your   

assistance! 

Remember that volunteer hours are due on     

October 31st, so please get them entered into 

VRS or contact Carla if you need assistance.  It 

will be here before we know it! Our volunteer 

hour requirements will be the same as prior to 

the pandemic. 

For those of you who are certified you will need 

10 Continuing Education hours and 20 volunteer 

hours (5 of which need to be desk clinic hours). 

For those who took the class in 2022, you will 

need 50 total volunteer hours, 20 of which need 

to be desk clinic hours.  Let us know if you have 

any questions about completing the volunteer 

hours.  

Lastly, we hope to see you at the Master 

Gardener Awards and Graduation.  We are      

currently in the planning process, but it will be 

held at the Heritage Museum on Sunday, Nov 6th! 
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Hello Everyone! 

Construction of gravel labyrinth at site of                        
Community Garden 

The completed labyrinth 

 Novel Pest Control Suggestion... 
I recently did an intake for a client with a cabbage worm problem, and listed possible 

solutions.  He thanked me and added one of his own: handing out butterfly nets to the 

neighbors, and offering a $1.00 bounty on each butterfly, dead or alive! 

Donn Callaham 



Pesky Profiles By Heather Stoven 

Emerald Ash Borer is Here 
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I ’m sure that by now you have heard about 

the discovery of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) in 

Forest Grove on June 30th.  

It is extremely important as Master Gardeners 

that you are aware of this insect and can      

communicate with the public about it, as well as 

watch for sightings of the pest yourself.  

It is a metallic green beetle 3/8-5/8” long, with 

creamy white larvae that bore under the bark, 

girdling and eventually killing trees.           

Unfortunately, it is extremely difficult to contain 

this pest and it has begun to spread within Forest 

Grove. Since the pest is so close to Yamhill       

County, it is really important to remain vigilant as 

this pest spreads.  

I recently went to visit family in Minnesota, 

where this pest is established in many areas, and 

I was able to see some of the signs of infested 

trees including dying canopies and secondary 

shoots com-

ing up from 

the base of 

affected 

trees. Small 

“D” shaped 

exit holes in 

the trunk as 

well as wood-

pecker feed-

ing is also  

indicative of an infestation. It is truly a  

devastating pest that will cause major losses to 

our native Oregon ash, which is the predominant 

tree species in riparian and damp lowland areas.   

It also kills all varieties of landscape ash trees. 

  For more information: 

https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/signs-

and-symptoms-of-emerald-ash-borer.html 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/pub/em9160 

David Cappaert MSU 

Leah Bauer, USDAFSNRS 

https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/signs-and-symptoms-of-emerald-ash-borer.html
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/signs-and-symptoms-of-emerald-ash-borer.html
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/pub/em9160
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http://extension.oregonstate.edu/yamhill/ 
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