
Every summer, wildfire threatens communities across Oregon and causes incredible loss. To help reduce 
the impact of these disasters, OSU Extension’s Fire Program is creating a network of people, information, 
and resources tailored to meet this challenge. By supporting hands-on projects in key areas, the Fire 
Program will create better prepared, fire-adapted communities. 

Last year, the Fire Program and Josephine County Extension Service welcomed Chris Adlam to our team of 
educators to serve as the Southwest Regional Fire Specialist. With a Ph.D. in Ecology, Chris brings 
advanced wildfire expertise to our community and is eagerly engaging residents in fire-wise practices. 
Chris advocates for landowners who are often underserved when it comes to wildfire preparedness and 
can benefit from critical tools, such as prescribed fire. Chris is bolstering the formation of cooperatives, 
known as Prescribed Burn Associations, to network professionals and individuals and increase the use of 
controlled fires as a preventative measure.  

Prescribed fire maintains a healthy ecosystem and reduces fuel sources but requires immense preparation 
through community outreach, forest health management, partner coordination, and appropriate agency 
permits. Chris notes that “prescribed burn enjoys high levels of public support, but most people have never 
seen one, let alone participated in one. Ultimately, landowners who host a prescribed burn become the 
best advocates because they take pride in the accomplishment.” When handled correctly, this tactic 
reduces the risk of wildfire where its effects are the most poignant: near residences and communities.  

Wildfire is an unfortunate reality of life in Oregon. Still, with proper training and tools, Josephine County 
may recover more quickly when this tragedy sparks. OSU Extension’s Fire Program is here to help with a 
host of educational resources promoting action toward wildfire preparedness. For more information, 
please contact Chris at 971-318-0350 (chris.adlam@oregonstate.edu) or visit the OSU Extension Fire 
Program website: https://extension.oregonstate.edu/fire-program.  

By Cheryl Leitch for OSU Extension  
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