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It’s wonderful life and the future is bright.      Julia Bott

Congratulations to the 2023 CCMGA officers: Co-Presidents Kelly Jacobsen and Debbie Richter; Vice President Cathy Appel; Secretary Linnie 
O’Flanagan; Treasurer Julia Bott; OMGA Representative Jeff Richter; and Membership Michelle Arnold. 

A huge thank-you to those who have served as officers. Ginny Knox always answered with a pleasant ‘yes’ when asked to do something and 
Tom Kerr was so dedicated that he even took the checkbook on trips so he could get reimbursements out quickly. (And never complained when 
I didn’t submit the reimbursement form!) Outgoing Co-State Representatives to OMGA, Ali Van Otterloo and Deb Carroll, did a great job of 
keeping OMGA informed about our activities and even brought home the Karl Carlson Grant for the future Greenhouse. Debbie Richter’s 
organization skills kept our membership files up-to-date. Cathe Barter, Newsletter Editor and Historian, has corralled our various timely, and 
sometimes delinquent (usually mine), submissions into the monthly Brambles, keeping us all informed.

A huge shout out to Laurie Lee Bartlett, OSU Program Education Assistant, who has successfully organized and, in many cases, beautified, our 
files and working spaces and materials. The first post COVID class has graduated and has been making a difference in our community and the 
future class is already being filled. (Note: It’s not too late to encourage someone to contact Laurie Lee about taking the 2023 class.) 

Finally, every one of you deserves acknowledgment for what you have done throughout the year. From distributing seeds, to staffing plant 
clinics, to watering carrots for kids to pull and chomp, you have helped people to enjoy gardening. I can’t name everyone and what they have 
done – well actually I can but I do have a word limit on this article – but please know that your work is appreciated by your colleagues and your 
community!

Thank you to everyone who have offered many statements of “thank you” to me over the past 2 years. I’ve really appreciated your appreciation! 
But obviously it’s time for a change because, as evidenced by the past two sentences, I’m starting to repeat myself!  As good gardeners, we 
know about crop rotation. Our organization will be healthier by changing it up. My personal soil will be healthier with a less intensive crop of 
things on the ‘to do’ list.

Good gardeners also know that feeding the soil is important. It’s never too early to start feeding your gardening knowledge by getting one or two 
of the continuing education classes done during these dark, and hopefully rainy, days of winter.

Accolades to our new group of Certified Master Gardener volunteers and to everyone who renewed their certification. Sometimes life, or our 
commitments to other organizations that benefit our community, get in the way of completing our various certification requirements. No worries 
there – Associate Member is your option. Aside from not having a sticker on your name badge and not being able to run an OSU Master 
Gardener function by yourself (what fun is that anyway?), Associate Members pay their membership fee and can engage in any class or activity 
offered. And are always welcome at the meetings or any of our fun events.

Exciting times are ahead as progress is made on establishing a CCMGA demonstration greenhouse and garden adjacent to the Extension 
office. The steering committee is looking forward to hearing everyone’s ideas at the Listening Session on Thursday, December 8 from 10-Noon 
at the extension office and via zoom. Watch your email for more information.

One last thing for 2022 is our annual holiday party on Sunday December 18, from 1-4:00 pm at the Pistol River Friendship Hall. I look forward to 
enjoying some holiday cheer with you!

May your holidays be wonderful and your future bright.  

December  2022 Brambles
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Annika Bratton
If you have questions about supporting education in the garden,  
contact Annika Bratton at 541-373-3050 or 
a  nnika.bratton@currywatersheds.org  .

Fall in the Riley Creek Garden has the production slowing down, but 
not before a few final deliveries to the cafeteria for the season! Second 
and fourth grade classes have been hard at work to prepare the 
garden for the winter season, sorting out the vermicomposting, planting
garlic and cover crops, and clearing out beds from pesky weeds and 
plants past their prime. 

The sunflowers were spectacular this summer, but their job in the 
garden is not complete. We're leaving stalks and seed heads to serve 
as winter habitat and food sources for insects and birds. Plus, some of 
the flowers keep blooming, offering pollen and nectar and a bit of color 
in the garden.

Sunflower seeds are drying in the greenhouse, and fifth graders even 
visited the garden to glean some seeds for an upcoming project 
making seed paper and seed packets to take home. Students from all 
grade levels visiting the garden lately have been leaving with small 
salvaged flowers and leaves to press, a few final carrots and tomatoes,
and ideas for how to plan the spring garden. 

JT & Sons Tree Service has delivered a load of wood chips to be 
spread in the garden, and as always the garden and school 
programming wouldn’t be possible without so many volunteers’ and 
community members’ contributions! Thank you!

If you are interested in volunteering for school programming, please 
contact Annika Bratton at annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org or 541-
373-3050.

Photo captions:
Sunflowers:  Sunflowers in the garden are left as habitat and food 
sources 
Harvest:  Brussels sprouts, tomatoes, and lettuce headed to the Riley 
Creek cafeteria 
Julia:  President Julia Bott shows off some harvest collected with the 
second grade 

mailto:annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org
mailto:annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org
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Curry County Master GardenersTM Association
Membership Meeting Minutes, Tuesday November 15, 2022  10AM 

Attendees (in person): Julia Bott, Laurie Lee Bartlett, Cathy Appel, Ali Van Otterloo, Jeffrie Hall, Kelly Jacobsen, Michelle Arnold,                
Debbie Richter, Jeff Richter & Ginny Knox
Attendees (via zoom): Tom Kerr, John Albi, Debbie Carroll & Cindy Myers

1. Minutes approved for October 2022 meeting.
2.  Business Items

A.  President’s report – Julia Bott
i.  Election of officers.  Slate was approved.  Co Presidents: Kelly Jacobsen & Debbie Richter, VP: Cathy Appel, Secretary: 

Linnie O’Flannagan-Gorre, State Representative, Jeff Richter, Treasurer: Julia Bott, Membership: Michelle Arnold
ii. There will be 3, $100 scholarships offered to this year’s trainees with financial need.  Jeff Richter introduced idea of 

CCMGA refunding the full cost of class to MG Volunteers who complete their 40-hour service obligation as a retention incentive. 
Michelle will survey active and inactive membership to get clues on retention.  Jeff’s proposal and survey results will be discussed at 
January meeting.

iii. 2023 budget was reviewed, discussed and approved.
iv. Our potluck holiday party will be 12/18/22 1-4:00 pm at the Pistol River Friendship Hall.  Stay tuned for notification that Team 

Up is available for you to sign up for a potluck item.  There will be a $20 white elephant gift exchange.

B. Vice- President’s report – Ginny Knox nothing to report.
C.  Treasurer’s report – Tom Kerr

i. Financial statements reviewed and discussed.
ii. Greenhouse leaders awarded $250.00 grant from OMGA.  $10,000 was moved into our building fund to further demonstrate 
our financial commitment while seeking grants.

D.  State Rep’s report – Ali Van Otterloo & Deb Carroll 
i.  International MG Conference  6/18-6/22 in Overland Park, KS.  

ii. We have 700 fewer MG volunteers than 2019 and a $3,500 reduction in revenue for the OMGA.
They are considering a $7-$10 increase in annual dues for 2024 to offset costs.

iii. OSU is concerned that they have lost many professors who used to teach our classes.
 iv. Next month OMGA is planning for next summer’s Mini College and would like people to assist with that process.

v. Certification in 2024 will require completion of an online or in person class in Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI).
E.   OSU Report – Laurie Lee Bartlett

i.  Class update:   4 people have signed up for training and Laurie Lee is publicizing class.
ii. We will have 4 different options to complete DEI training.
iii.  6 of the 7 trainees from our last class are certified MG Volunteers, and the other trainee remaining active as a 

trainee/associate member with an aim to fully certify this year.  Certificates will be awarded at the holiday party.
iv. OSU has hired an independent researcher to survey all MG Volunteers to determine what OSU can do to support 

volunteers.

3.  Committee Reports 
A.  Annual Plant Sale/Greenhouse – Debbie Carroll & Ali Van Otterloo

i. The greenhouse is thriving, and they are ahead on plant sale activities.  While they have a good volunteer crew, all are 
welcome to join on Tuesdays at Noon.

ii. Listening session for Demonstration Greenhouse 12/8 10-Noon at the extension office and via zoom.  Opportunity to get 
an update on the process and share your ideas for the new greenhouse.
B.  Plant Clinic – Julia Bott -- Email and phone message are being checked and shared with volunteers.
C.  Seed to Supper – No Program in 2022
D.  Riley Creek – Julia Bott. Students are planting Fava beans and maintaining the worm bins. Curry Watershed Partnership is 
hiring a part time Coordinator (potential full time if grant funded) to work at Curry County schools.
E.  ABC Preschool – No Program in 2022
F.  Dig Your Library – No Program in 2022
E.  Kalmiopsis School Garden – Jeffrie Hall 2nd grade students have 30 minutes a week. They are learning about plants and 
plant care.
H. Curry County Seed Library - No program currently.

by Michelle Arnold 
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VOLUNTEER CORNER    Laurie Lee Bartlett 

**Growing and Belonging Continuing Education Classes**

Now that we are into the new 2023 reporting year, the fall/winter is a great time for continuing education courses.  Starting this year, part of the 10 hours will include
a section on Growing and Belonging.   Currently there are four options recommended with more to come in the future.  I am including these links for volunteers who
wish to get a jump start now on their continuing education. On Saturday 1/28 we will have a pruning workshop and garden tour in Brookings. I am hoping to include 
viewing the native plants at the Chetco Indian Memorial Garden in the Harbor as a supplement to the Growing and Belonging course.

OSU Extension’s DEI training for volunteers (4 modules: Introduction, Equity, Inclusivity, and Conclusion)
Abra Lee’s Culture of Gardening Keynote: ‘The Work is In Our Hands’:
Gail Langellotto and LeAnn Locher’s Presentation at the National Extension Master Gardener Coordinators Conference: Racial and Social Justice in 
Extension in Extension Master Gardener Programs 
Sammy Ramsey’s Presentation to the Maryland Master Gardeners: Biodiversity and Diversity in Bio:     What’s the Point?

Links:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kP1xkF498RI&t=144&authuser=0
https://www.y  outube.com/watch?v=eYh7wM5lO4E&authuser=0  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNMG4wUfbbk&authuser=0

Please call Laurie Lee Bartlett (541)247-6672 with any questions or accommodation requests.

______________________________________________________________________
LITTLE BEAR PATCH KIDS

Weeding the pathways at Little Bear Patch
Little hands with little tools removed a lot of weeds

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYh7wM5lO4E&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kP1xkF498RI&t=144&authuser=0
https://youtu.be/UNMG4wUfbbk
https://youtu.be/UNMG4wUfbbk
https://youtu.be/eYh7wM5lO4E
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The 2023 Curry County Master Gardener Association Board Members:

Co Presidents: Kelly Jacobsen and Debbie Richter
VP: Cathy Appel 
Secretary: Linnie O’Flannagan-Gorre
Treasurer:  Julia Bott 
State Representative: Jeff Richter
Membership: Michelle Arnold

Thanks to all our current Board members who
have given so much during this year of 
considerable change(s).  Also, BIG THANKS 
to all of the volunteers who have stepped 
forward to service.  
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HOW TO FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON

Contact Julia Bott, find us on Facebook:  Curry County Master Gardenerstm-OSU
Extension

THE BRAMBLES NEWSLETTER
Emailed to active members and on 
www: http/extension.oregonstate.edu.curry

Editor, Cathe Barter at umpqua.bart@gmail.com

BOARD MEETINGS are monthly 3rd Tuesday from 10 am to noon     

OSU Extension (Gold Beach)
2930 Ellensburg Avenue, Gold Beach, meeting room

 {No Meetings in August or December}

Visit these sites to volunteer:

GOLD BEACH HIGH SCHOOL GREENHOUSE
29316 Ellensburg (at the rear of school)
Contacts:   Deb Carroll 541-813-1820 da_carroll@charter.net
and Ali Van Otterloo  925-788-6684 alivanotterloo@gmail.com
 *Annual Plant Sale Project* spoken here

RILEY CREEK GARDEN
94350 6th Street, Gold Beach
Annika Bratton - 541-373-3050
annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org 

CURRY COUNTY SEED LIBRARY – 
If you need seeds, contact Lynette McPherson 
at lmc97415@gmail.com. For more information, please contact Julia Bott at 
650.520.5673 or jbott@batnet.com or check out the Curry County Seed 
Library on Facebook.   Please plant a row for your local food bank or 
community kitchen.

LITTLE BEAR PATCH GARDEN AT 
            KALMIOPSIS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

650 Easy Street, Brookings
Contact  Julia Bott, jbott@batnet.com, 650.520.5673 

S H O P  A N D  G I V E  B A C K  T O  C C M G A ! 
CCMGA has completed two "REWARD" program applications!  This is your 
chance to give to our non-profit organization through your daily purchases.
 The 1st rewards program is s  mile.amazon.com  .    If you have an Amazon 
account and purchase products from Amazon, connecting your account to 
Smile.amazon is easy.  Go to smile.amazon.com and log in to your account.  
You will be asked which charity/non-profit you would like to support.  You will 
find MANY Master Gardener Associations, so PLEASE select Master Gardener 
Association, Gold Beach, Oregon.  It is on page three or four of their list of 
Master Gardener Assn.  Then make your purchases...it is that simple.  Amazon 
smile will donate .05% of your qualified purchase to CCMGA by direct deposit.

The 2nd rewards program is with Fred Meyer simply linking your Fred Meyer 
Rewards card with Curry County Master Gardener Assn., Gold Beach, OR.  Set 
up a new account or sign into your existing account at fredmeyer.com, click on 
the ‘Fred Meyer Community Rewards’ link at the bottom of the page,  type in 
‘Curry County Master Gardener Assn.’ or the number ‘85441’, choose our 
organization, and click on ‘Enroll.’ 

STUDENTS ARE GARDENING IN LITTLE BEAR PATCH AGAIN
Thanks to some very hard work over the past 2 years by Tom Kerr, 
Cathy Appel, Jeff Hall, Linnie O’Flanagan, Julieane Leighton (and 
her sons), and Julia Bott, the Little Bear Patch school garden at 
Kalmiopsis School has been maintained and kept relatively weed 
free with the goal of bringing students back into the garden. And 
this goal is being met!

Over the past summer, a high school student intern worked in the 
garden, with the primary goal of becoming ready for the work world 
– arriving on time, following directions, and staying off the phone. 
Students in the extended school program also spent time in the 
garden.

This fall semester, the second-grade class is spending time in the 
garden and loving it! They have planted daffodil bulbs and 
strawberry stollens. They started fava beans in a glove to watch 
how seeds develop their roots, stems, and leaves. The following 
week, they planted the beans to build the soil health for the future 
spring plantings. They have made growing bracelets and took 
home succulents that they potted themselves. 

Last week, they asked about weeding. That’s the attitude! So, this 
past week, everyone weeded. 
The students now know the various plant parts and what role they 
play. They also know that without plants, we wouldn’t have food to 
eat or oxygen to breath.

It is very exciting to have students in the garden again. 

http://fredmeyer.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://mile.amazon.com/
mailto:jbott@batnet.com
mailto:lmc97415@gmail.com
mailto:annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org
mailto:alivanotterloo@gmail.com
mailto:da_carroll@charter.net
mailto:umpqua.bart@gmail.com
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NEW GREENHOUSE PROJECT
Debbie Carroll, 541-254-4804

https://www.greenhousemegastore.com/collections/school-greenhouses/products/senior-teaching-package-greenhouse

Greenhouse News--Fall 2022 has been a busy and productive time at the Gold Beach Greenhouse preparing for next year’s Annual Plant 
Sale, our principal fund raiser. We have had up to nine Master Gardeners in the greenhouse getting their hands dirty potting up cuttings 
and repotting root bound plants. We are now 99% finished potting up cuttings, are in the midst of potting up to gallons, refreshing and 
propagating succulents, as well as repotting those root bound plants. Thank you for all your work

Plants obtained from the local gardens of Laurie Lee Bartlett, Lori Phalen and Craig Shannon are all doing well. We are looking forward to 
being able to offer these new plants to our community. With cooler weather setting in we have been able to make minor repairs to the 
venting system to keep the day’s heat inside.

For the next year we are continuing to work on several projects. First, we want to diversify our offerings at the plant sale (hanging baskets, 
natives) and to include community members in the sale. Second, we are continuing to attend Fair Board meetings to keep plans for the new
greenhouse in line with their overall plan. Stay tuned for a listening session for MG’s early in December to learn about what has been 
accomplished so far, as well as to add your comments and concerns.

If anyone is interested in helping to propagating plants or to learn how, we meet at the Gold Beach High School greenhouse (ocean side of 
the school) every Tuesday from 12-2 pm. Extra hands are always welcome. 

Questions:    Call Deb Carroll @ 541.254.4804 or Ali Van Otterloo @ 925.788.6684. call Deb Carroll @ 541.254.4804 or Ali Van Otterloo @
925.788.6684.

WHAT ARE YOUR IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE DEMONSTRATION GREENHOUSE AND GARDEN?

Exciting times ahead as progress is made on establishing a CCMGA demonstration greenhouse and garden adjacent to the Extension office. It’s time to 
get everyone’s thoughts as we move through the next steps.

Thus, a meeting – or Listening Session as they are called – on Thursday, December 8 from 10-noon at the extension office and via zoom. A reminder 
email will be sent with zoom link.

No solid decisions will be made at this meeting, and this isn’t the last time your thoughts will be solicited. The meeting will start with a brief overview and 
update. Then everyone will share their thoughts.

Here are some questions for you to consider in advance:

 How do you see the facility being used? For CCMGA? For the public?
 What features or amenities should be considered? In the greenhouse? In the Garden?
 Ideas for theme or themes in the greenhouse or garden facilities?
 What equipment or other considerations would make it easier for volunteers?
 Ideas for fundraising?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CCMGA Holiday Party -  Sunday December 18, from 1 to 4 pm

Come celebrate the holidays with your gardening friends and their families. The CCMGA annual holiday party is Sunday 
December 18, from 1 to 4 pm at the Pistol River Friendship Hall, 24252 Carpenterville Rd, Gold Beach.

There will be a While Elephant gift exchange. Please bring a gift, new or not, valued under $20 if you wish to participate.  

This a coordinated potluck. BYOB. There will be cards available to note if your dish is gluten, dairy, or nut free.

For more information, RSVP to Debbie Richter at 775.721.0232 or tahoedebbie@scbglobal.net 

mailto:tahoedebbie@scbglobal.net
https://www.greenhousemegastore.com/collections/school-greenhouses/products/senior-teaching-package-greenhouse
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  DECEMBER GARDENING TIPS

Maintenance and cleanup
 Western Oregon:     Do not walk on     lawns     until frost has melted.  
 Spread     wood ashes     evenly on your vegetable garden. Use no more than 1.5 pounds per 100 square feet per year. Don't   

use if the soil pH is greater than 7.0 or if potassium levels are excessive.
 Protect new landscape plants from wind. Use stakes, guy wires or windbreaks as needed.  
 Yard sanitation  : rake leaves, cut and remove withered stalks of perennial flowers, mulch flowerbeds, and hoe or pull winter   

weeds.
 Turn the compost pile and protect from heavy rains, if necessary.  
 During heavy rains, watch for drainage problems in the yard. Tilling, ditching, and French drains are possible short-term   

solutions. Consider rain gardens and bioswales as a longer-term solution.
 Check stored flower bulbs, fresh vegetables, and fruits for rot and fungus problems. Discard any showing signs of rot.  
 Tie limbs of columnar evergreens to prevent snow or ice breakage.  
 Central/eastern Oregon:     Water your plants every six to eight weeks with a deep soaking to keep them from drying out.  
 W  estern Oregon: Make sure that landscape plants in protected sites receive water regularly during the winter.

Planting and propagation

 Western Oregon:  This is a good time to plant trees and landscape shrubs.

Pest monitoring and management

Use chemical controls only when necessary and only after thoroughly reading the pesticide label. First consider cultural, 
then physical and biological controls. Choose the least-toxic options, and use them judiciously. Some examples 
include insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils, botanical insecticides, and organic and synthetic pesticides.

Monitor landscape plants for problems. Don't treat unless a problem is identified.
Check for rodent damage around bases of trees and large shrubs. Remove weeds to prevent rodents from using them 

as hiding places. Use traps and approved baits as necessary.
Avoid mounding and/or  mulching materials around the bases of trees and shrubs. The mulch might provide cover for 

rodents.
Monitor spruce trees for spruce aphids. Treat if present in large numbers. Read and follow pesticide label directions.

Indoor gardening

Protect poinsettias from cold. Place them in sunlight; don't let the leaves touch cold windows. Fertilize with houseplant 
fertilizer to maintain leaf color.

Monitor houseplants for adequate water and fertilizer. Water and fertilizer requirements generally are less in winter.

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1438
https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/take-one-more-go-garden-retiring-winter
https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/sweep-wood-ash-fireplace-garden
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1521
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The monthly meetings are on the 3rd Tuesday, 10 am to noon in Gold Beach, OR
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CCMGA Officers for 2022
President    …………. Jul ia Bot t
Vice President………  Ginny Knox
Secretary…………….  V a c a n t

Treasurer…………….  Tom Kerr
OMG State Rep……    Debbie Carroll & Ali Van 

Otterloo
Newsletter Editor…...   Cathe Barter
Historian…………….    Cathe Barter
Past President……….  Julia Bott

OSU Education Asst…   Laurie Lee Bartlett
                           1  -  800 -356 -3986

To contact officers, leave a message at the Extension
office 1-800-356-3986

Have you seen the Curry County Master Gardeners 
website?  

The Brambles is usually posted here by the second of the 
month:  
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/newsletter/brambles
The last Monday of the month is the cut-off date for 
submitting articles for the Brambles.  Email them to Cathe 
Barter umpqua.bart@gmail.com

This is your newsletter, if you have something to share 
please send it in. We will make every effort to include it.
Thanks to all of you who generously contributed to this 
edition of the Brambles.  All submissions are gladly 
considered.

Curry County Master Gardeners Association
PO Box 107
Gold Beach, OR   97444

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and materials on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, 
age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, genetic 
information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs. 

http://www.facebook.com/OSUExtCurryMG
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/newsletter/brambles
mailto:bgfitts@gmail.com
mailto:umpqua.bart@gmail.com
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