
 

 

 The Brambles 
Curry County Master Gardeners 

 

PO Box 107,   

Gold Beach, OR 97444 
 

541-698-0300 or 1-800-356-3986  

 

WELCOME SUMMER.  SPRING, WE MISSED YOU.     JULIA BOTTS 

On the solstice, the longest day of the year (wait, aren’t all days the same length?) …. On the solstice, the day with the longest daylight period, I 
also had a busy day, with 3 meetings, gardening at Riley Creek, and an on-line continuing education class – Western Oregon Gardening in 
Climate Confusion by OSU professor Chip Bubl. Ironically, it was 95+ degrees at class time (6pm) and my crunchy lettuce heads almost became 
my crispy lettuce heads that day.  

The class was very interesting with a lot of detail on heat degree days and chill hours and changing planting and harvesting windows. Chip also 
spent a few minutes talking about the human impacts, especially to Master Gardener volunteers. He noted that Master Gardener volunteers work 
hard and when a project needs to get done, they get it done. But he worried about the hotter weather and how it affected the gardeners and spent 
time on heat exhaustion and heat stroke, proper sun protection and modifying times that people are in the garden. It was appropriate content that 
day, but I wondered what his thoughts were on gardening -- or setting up plants sales -- in rain and cold weather. 

Thankfully, summer is finally here! And, Curry County Master Gardener volunteers are just as busy, though the activities many be different. There 
are many fun opportunities for you to help our community with their sustainable gardening activities. Thanks for all you do! 

Plant clinics have been busy and well-staffed during spring. More than 20 questions have been answered so far. And many of the answers 
included it’s the weather. But sign-ups are lagging so please go to the calendar and sign-up for a couple of shifts. Plus, thanks to Laurie Lee, the 
plant clinic now has a new flag to place on Ellensburg Ave instead of the heavy, sandwich board sign. The files are also well organized and 
available as scanned documents. 

June saw the end of the semester for the Riley Creek School Garden activities. Twenty-two third graders spent an hour every Thursday in the 
garden. This was their second year in the garden! Forty-three second graders, divided into 2 classes, spent every other Friday in the garden and 
took home produce on many days. On their final days, the students celebrated with a strawberry festival, with many family members and district 
administrative staff attending. The third graders took home tomato plants and the second graders received pumpkin starts. Understanding that not 
all the students had a place for tomatoes or pumpkins, volunteers potted some lettuce, flowers, green onions, and broccoli in large pots so those 
students could have a container garden at home. This summer, volunteers are needed to help with the Friday Summer Camp activities and the 
Saturday Garden Party meets every other Saturday to tend the garden. 

The County Fair is July 27-30 and staffing our booth at the Floral Hall is always a fun and rewarding experience. Do you have prize caliber 
produce or blue ribbon blooms? Enter them in the fair! I’m not sure that my crunchy lettuce heads will make it past my husband’s salad bowl, but 
maybe one of my next crop’s heads will be in the fair.  And if you like carnival food, this is your place!  

The Oregon Master Gardener Association’s annual mini-college, Joy of Gardening, is July 28-30. The classes, tours, and social events look 
interesting and fun. Gatherings such as these are great opportunities to learn and more importantly be inspired. 

Our meetings recently have been very productive, updating our bylaws and standing rules and looking at new logo options. Our next meeting, July 
19, will likely be at Riley Creek School Garden the Master Gardener of the Year and the Behind the Scenes award will be announced and we’ll 
have a chance to acknowledge and thank them. There will be no meeting in August, but we will have our summer Potluck at the home of Adelle 
Kurtz in Brookings and be able to see the tremendous effort she has put into her new property. This gathering will also be a chance to dedicate it 
a natural preserve. Watch for more information in your email about both of these events. 
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RILEY CREEK GARDEN  
Annika Bratton 

annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org, 541-373-3050  
 
The end of school finally brought the sunny weather the garden has 
been needing, and students were sent off for summer break snacking on 
strawberries, lettuce, and even calendula as we closed out the year. 
Second and third grade students attended strawberry festivals for their 
grade level, where they enjoyed strawberry shortcake, lettuce wraps, 
hunted for bugs, made art, and planted! Students were thrilled to see all 
of the Master Gardener volunteers who made the festivals possible.  

Third grade students also celebrated the end of the school year by 
honoring Cathy Boden and her retirement from the Curry Watersheds 
Youth Education Program. Cathy has brought garden and outdoor 
education to students across Curry County for 14 years, and has 
touched many lives in the process. This year’s third graders showed 
their appreciation for Cathy and her partner John Shipp by creating a 
sign for their at-home garden, and putting together a book of their 
favorite garden memories with Cathy and John. We are so grateful for 
their love and dedication and will miss them! 

Summer in the Garden - Volunteer Needs 

Every Friday in July and August the Riley Creek Garden will be open to 
students, their families, and community members! The garden will be 
open between 9 and 12 noon, and feature a combination of self-guided 
stations, harvest, and lessons and activities. If you have questions about 
volunteering or would like to lead an activity, please contact Annika 
Bratton at 541-373-3050 or annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org.  

 
Transplanting a sunflower into the garden includes tickling the roots. 

 

       

 

Students enjoying their strawberry shortcake and lettuce wraps 

 

 

 

 

mailto:annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org
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Curry County Master GardenerTM Association 
Membership Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June 21, 2022 

Attendees: Julia Bott, Laurie Lee Bartlett, Ginny Knox, Jeffrie Hall, Ali VanOtterloo, Lori Phelan, Debbie Richter, Michelle Arnold, Kelly Jacobsen, Adele Kurtz, & by 
Zoom: Diane St. Marie, Linnie O’Flanagan-Gorre, and Iris Leaver. 
Introductions & agenda changes/additions; None but Laurie Lee showed off the new portable plant clinic that she has created. Very tidy and well organized. 
1. Minutes approved for May 2022 meeting.  
2. Business Items 

A. President’s report – Julia Bott 
i) Bylaws, standing rules, nominating committee – Julia asked if there were any changes for the Bylaws and Standing Rules. Debbie Richter pointed 

out that in Bylaws Article V Section 2 the last word should change from “board” to “Association". Reason: The members of the board shouldn’t be 
able to approve themselves. 
Diane stated that in the Standing Rule Number 5. was confusing. Notice of dues, dates and proation requires clarification. Changes & corrections 
were discussed. 
Changes/corrections will be made to be approved at the July meeting. This requires a 2-week board review and approval process. 

ii) Logo – Different versions presented. One version chosen with some revisions, including: add Oregon, keep ocean - add waves that also read in 
b&w versions, simpler plants preferred, and TM smaller. 

iii) August picnic – Adele is volunteering her home in Brookings for the party. She with some help has been creating a park like environment with many 
native plants on a slope that goes to the ocean. The tentative date was set for August 20th noon to 4 PM. August 20th noon to 4 pm at Adele Kurtz 
property, Dawson Rd Brookings. Invitation to be sent to members, and past and prospective members. 
Major oceanfront naturalized landscaping project, North end of Brookings, by new member and a teen crew, will be substantially ready for unveiling by 
mid August. She is excited to share and get feedback from other gardening enthusiasts.  

Proposed activities: 

 Access to private nature trails and beach walk, Harris Beach to Rainbow Rock. 

 Brief Dedication Ceremony, as registered Natural Habitat. 

 Native plant ID game/contest 

 Families welcome 

 Street parking  

 Social event 

 Potluck 
iv) Mini-college – A check for$100 and a gift certificate to Jerry’s Rogue Jets will be sent by Julia as Curry’s offerings for the auction and to support Mini 

College. 
v) County fair booth – The Curry MGs will have a booth outside the Floral Building with shifts 10 AM to 2 PM and 2 PM to 6 PM. The last week in July, 

Wednesday thru Saturday. We will have a vendor’s permit to sell succulents and there will be a safe place to store them at night. Laurie Lee Bartlett 
suggested that it would be nice to have a weeding party before the fair starts at the 2 garden areas developed by MGs on the fairgrounds. Times 
and dates considered. 

B. Vice- President’s report – Ginny Knox: no report 
C. Treasurer’s report – Tom Kerr gone for the month of June 

i) Financial statements: Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss Statement provided as of May 31. A more complete report for the year will come by the 
July meeting. 

D. State Rep’s report – Ali Van Otterloo & Deb Carroll: Neither one was able to attend the last. Quarterly Meeting. At the state level all the energy is going to 
the upcoming Mini College 

E. OSU Report – Laurie Lee Bartlett: Went over upcoming event at Dragonfly Nursery this summer. She has been contacting the libraries and schools in the 
north county.  She and Julia had a meeting with the Brookings School District. They are interested in more MG involvement with their gardens and 
greenhouse. 

3. Committee Reports  
A. Plant Sale/Greenhouse –Ali Van Otterloo – Ali said at the Greenhouse they are cleaning and sanitizing. Propagation needs to start late July, early August 

at the latest. They are thinking of modifying what is offered at the plant sale to keep things “fresh”. Kelly suggested some hanging baskets and clients 
have expressed an interest in more native plants. Julia said that the new greenhouse plans are on hiatus until the fair is over. But the greenhouse and 
demonstration is incorporated in the new landscape plant for the fair. 

B. Plant Clinic – Julia, with volunteers, had a couple of Saturday plant clinics at Chet’s Nursery in Brookings. Very rainy weather, not many clients. 
C. Seed to Supper – No Program in 2022 
D. Riley Creek – Julia Bott/Lori Phelan: There will be a summer camp this year July and August from 9 to 12 AM on Fridays with Annika Bratton. Help will be 

needed. The Saturday Garden Party (weeding) continues every other Saturday 10 to 12 AM. Contact Michelle Arnold. The question of background checks 
was brought up. In Curry County each of the 3 school districts requires their own background check for MGs working with children in that district in 
addition to the OSU background check. 

E. ABC Preschool– Ruth Patton: No program this year 
F. Dig Your Library – Julia Bott: No program this year but the Chetco Community Library said we are welcome to have a class/presentation as part of their 

stem program.  
G. Kalmiopsis School Garden – Julia Bott/ Jeffrie Hall – Discussed earlier in Laurie’s report. Currently there is no set work schedule there. There are willing 

volunteers able to help in the maintenance. 
H. Curry County Seed Library – Julia Bott: The seed library cabinet is back in the library. Iris said it is in the “Makers Room” and looks good. Kids enjoy 

looking at the seeds. 
 

Minutes by Jeffrie Hall, Adele Kurtz, and Julia Bott 
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UPCOMING CONTINUING EDUCATION, EVENTS AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
LINKS TO CCMGA VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES CALENDAR AND OSU VOLUNTEER REPORTING PAGE 

 

Three important links for you are the continuing education website, volunteer opportunities calendar, and the website for reporting  
your volunteer hours and continuing education hours. 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES   

Growing Oregon Gardeners: Level Up Series 2022 
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022 

Clackamas County Master Gardeners 10 Minute University 
https://clackamascountymastergardeners.org/10-minute-university/ 

The online classes that this year’s training class members are taking. You need to register via the link below to have the Canvas course sent to 
you when it becomes active. If you took any of the Thinkific Elevated Skills last year, you should already have an Ideal-logic log in. 
https://apps.ideal-logic.com/osuextension 

July 29-30, 2022: Master Gardener Mini-College will be held at the Alumni Center, on the OSU Campus in Corvallis. More details to come. 

Other options for continuing education will be provided by Laurie Bartlett as they are identified. 

RECORDING YOUR VOLUNTEER AND CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS  

To be certified for 2023, MGs will need at least 20 hours of volunteer time (10 hours must be public education related – indirect or direct) and 10 
hours of continuing education between Nov 1, 2021 and Oct 31, 2022. Please record your hours in the existing system. It is not changing in 
2022. https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu   

Great information to you determine how to record your volunteer activities. 
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/documents/18581/newcategories2016.pdf 

FIND OUT VOLUNTEER AND CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Check out our Curry County Master Gardener Calendar for opportunities.  
Link is:    https://teamup.com/ks41483529a4db6410    

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

4-H Camp Activity at Lobster Creek – Wednesday, June 29. 9AM-Noon Contact Laurie Lee Bartlett  laurie.bartlett@oregonstate.edu 

Curry County Fair Booth – Wednesday July 27 to Saturday July 30. Staff our booth, providing information and selling plants. We’ll be located 
right outside the Floral Hall and flower and vegetable exhibits. Sign-up on calendar. 

Plant Clinic – Wednesdays from 10-2 and Saturdays based on volunteers’ schedules, please sign-up on calendar 

Riley Creek School – Help with Friday Summer Camps in July and August!, contact Annika Bratton, 541-373-3050 or 
annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org 

Dragonfly Nursery – Staff a booth on Friday, August 5, 5:30-9 and Sundays, July 10 and September 11, 11-3. Please sign-up on calendar or 
contact Laurie Lee Bartlett for more information. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022
https://clackamascountymastergardeners.org/10-minute-university/
https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/documents/18581/newcategories2016.pdf
https://teamup.com/ks41483529a4db6410
mailto:laurie.bartlett@oregonstate.edu
mailto:annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org
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Ms Martin's third grade class showing off their gift to Cathy and 
John. Last year, as second graders, these students also had garden 
lesson from Cathy and John. 

 

Curry Watershed Partnership volunteers and staff John Shipp, Cathy 
Boden, Annika Bratton, and Liesl Coleman with Cathy and John's 
thank you gifts 

 

 

 

Riley Creek School’s Garden sign needed replacing. Since the Riley Creek 
Garden has an educational mission, it seemed appropriate to have a 
student make and install the sign.  

Courtney Rose needed a senior project and the design, painting, curing, 
and hanging of this new sign allowed her to combine both her art and 
workshop skills. One of her goals is to become an artist entrepreneur, 
making and selling her art creations. We asked that the sign be simple and 
less busy that the previous sign. Simple isn't always easy. She learned a 
lot, primarily through trial and error, during this process and she thoroughly 
enjoyed it. And she got some plant starts, lovingly planted by students, for 
her own garden. 

 

 

The new Riley Creek Garden sign goes up 

Courtney Rose, graduating Gold Beach High School senior, stands with 
her senior project 
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June 17-18, 2022: Master Gardener Mini-College will be held at the Alumni Center, on the OSU Campus in Corvallis. More details to come. 

Curry County Fair – Volunteers will be needed to staff a booth at the fair July 27-31. 

Art and Garden Tour – The Manly Art Center in Brookings would like to partner with us on a ticketed event involving 3 gardens and 3 studios in the late 

Courtney takes home vegetable and flower starts to plant in her garden. 
 
 

 

OMGA Mini-college Joy of 
Gardening Conference 

July 28-30, 2022. 

Our OMGA mini-college JOY OF 
GARDENING CONFERENCE registration is 
now open. Visit our website to see class 
descriptions and keynote speakers and to 
register.  

Mini-College 2022 | OMGA - Oregon Master 
Gardener Association 

The Joy of Gardening Conference has 
something for everybody, featuring classes 
on sustainable landscaping and regenerative 
gardening, natives’ why-what-how; fruits and 
veggies, bees, birds, plant and soil 
maintenance, tours and field trips, and much 
more. The instructors are seasoned 
speakers, as well as topic experts.  Our 2 
day, 4-class session format, allows time for 
Q&A with the instructors and discussion 
among fellow participants. Master Gardeners 
can earn recertification credits for all classes. 

Exhibits, book sales, an awards dinner, and 
a silent auction are all part of the program. 

A Thursday night social at Goss Stadium and 
a Corvallis Knights baseball game is 
planned. We have reserved the Omaha 
Room. Have a beer and hot dog, enjoy the 
game, and catch up with friends. 

Our awards dinner on Friday offers a 
Marimba band, no host bar and Mexican 
dinner buffet. 

Lodging is available at the Hilton Gardens 
Inn, or you can book a room in the OSU 
dorms. Other motels and area campgrounds 
are also an option. 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomga.org%2Fmini-college-2022%2F&data=05%7C01%7Claurie.bartlett%40oregonstate.edu%7C9f3be0cd776440c68ec608da45dce456%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637899112275658453%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GydKGqhiANHJTzfl0mJn2cpbvg%2FUbnGO9i76yW2%2FK2A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomga.org%2Fmini-college-2022%2F&data=05%7C01%7Claurie.bartlett%40oregonstate.edu%7C9f3be0cd776440c68ec608da45dce456%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637899112275658453%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GydKGqhiANHJTzfl0mJn2cpbvg%2FUbnGO9i76yW2%2FK2A%3D&reserved=0
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HOW TO FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON 
 

Contact Julia Bott, find us on Facebook:  Curry County Master Gardeners-
OSU Extension 
 THE BRAMBLES NEWSLETTER 
Emailed to active members and on  
www: http/extension.oregonstate.edu.curry 
 Editor, Cathe Barter at umpqua.bart@gmail.com 

 

BOARD MEETINGS are monthly 3rd Tuesday from 10 am to noon      

OSU Extension (Gold Beach) 
2930 Ellensburg Avenue, Gold Beach, meeting room 
  {No Meetings in August or December} 

Visit these sites to volunteer: 
 
 GOLD BEACH HIGH SCHOOL GREENHOUSE 
29316 Ellensburg (at the rear of school) 
Contacts:   Deb Carroll 541-813-1820 da_carroll@charter.net 
and Ali Van Otterloo  925-788-6684 alivanotterloo@gmail.com 
 *Annual Plant Sale Project* spoken here 
 

 RILEY CREEK GARDEN 
94350 6th Street, Gold Beach 
Annika Bratton - 541-373-3050 
annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org  
 

DIG YOUR LIBRARY ~ Julia Bott 
Chetco Community Public Library Annex  
402 Alder Street, Brookings 
Contact Julia Bott jbott@batnet.com or  telephone 650.520.5673 

 

CURRY COUNTY SEED LIBRARY –  
Currently, the seed library is available only upon request, contact Lynette 
McPherson at lmc97415@gmail.com. For more information, please 

contact Julia Bott at 650.520.5673 or jbott@batnet.com or check out the 

Curry County Seed Library on Facebook. 

 ABC PRESCHOOL 
543 Hemlock St, Brookings 
Contact  Sherry Baum & Ruth Patton 
 LITTLE BEAR PATCH GARDEN AT KALMIOPSIS SCHOOL 
650 Easy Street, Brookings, Contact vacant, 541-469-7417 

 
S H O P  A N D  G I V E  B A C K  T O  C C M G A !  
  

CCMGA has completed two "REWARD" program applications!  This is your 
chance to give to our non-profit organization through your daily purchases. 
 The 1st rewards program is smile.amazon.com.  If you have an Amazon 
account and purchase products from Amazon, connecting your account to 
Smile.amazon is easy.  Go to smile.amazon.com and log in to your account.  
You will be asked which charity/non-profit you would like to support.  You will 
find MANY Master Gardener Associations, so PLEASE select Master 
Gardener Association, Gold Beach, Oregon.  It is on page three or four of their 
list of Master Gardener Assn.  Then make your purchases...it is that simple.  
Amazon smile will donate .05% of your qualified purchase to CCMGA by 
direct deposit. 
 

The 2nd rewards program is with Fred Meyer simply linking your Fred Meyer 
Rewards card with Curry County Master Gardener Assn., Gold Beach, OR.  
Set up a new account or sign into your existing account at fredmeyer.com, 
click on the ‘Fred Meyer Community Rewards’ link at the bottom of the page,  
type in ‘Curry County Master Gardener Assn.’ or the number ‘85441’, choose 
our organization, and click on ‘Enroll.’  

 

DIG YOUR LIBRARY ~ Julia Bott 
Chetco Community Public Library Annex 
402 Alder St, Brookings.  Contact Julia Bott jbott@batnet.com or tele, 
650.520.5673 
 

The Dig Your Library youth gardening programs at the Chetco 
Community Public Library are uncertain for 2022. There may be some 
volunteer opportunities. 

CURRY COUNTY SEED LIBRARY –  
SUCCESSFUL SEED DISTRIBUTIONS 

Please plant a row for your local food bank or community kitchen. 

If you need seeds, contact Lynette McPherson 
at lmc97415@gmail.com. For more information, please contact Julia Bott 
at 650.520.5673 or jbott@batnet.com or check out the Curry County Seed 
Library on Facebook. 

 

 

         you?         

Secretary position remains VACANT.  

 

 

 

 

THE CURRY COUNTY FAIR brings many opportunities for 

Master GardenerTM Volunteers. 

Do you grow award winning produce? Know the secret to the best 
apple pie? If you do, think about becoming an exhibitor at the Curry 
County Fair, July 27-30, 2022. If you’d like to, entry day for static (non-
livestock) exhibits is MONDAY JULY 25th from 10:00 AM – 7:00 PM.  
Just go to the Fairgrounds and drop off your entry – easy peasy!  You 
will need to fill out an Exhibitor Entry Form and the appropriate tag(s), 
depending on what you are entering. Find out more at 
https://eventcenteronthebeach.com/exhibitor-information.  

There will also be 2 Master Gardener volunteer opportunities 
associated with the Fair.  We will have an information table and pop-
up plant clinic during the fair. Please think about signing up for a shift. 

Our sister organization, 4-H, may ask for help judging their entries.  
Please contact Ruth Dixon if you are interested at 541-247-6672 or 
ruth.dixon@oregonstate.edu. 

And, if you really love being a part of the County Fair, consider helping 
out as a Fair volunteer. Call 541-247-4541 or email 
curryfair@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:umpqua.bart@gmail.com
mailto:da_carroll@charter.net
mailto:alivanotterloo@gmail.com
mailto:annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org
mailto:jbott@batnet.com
mailto:lmc97415@gmail.com
mailto:jbott@batnet.com
http://mile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://fredmeyer.com/
mailto:jbott@batnet.com
mailto:lmc97415@gmail.com
mailto:jbott@batnet.com
https://eventcenteronthebeach.com/exhibitor-information
mailto:ruth.dixon@oregonstate.edu
mailto:curryfair@gmail.com
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Julia’s crunchy lettuce heads; variety Igloo. They are protected in 
a cold frame, which was very necessary this spring 

Summer Sword fern fun 

Caption -- Sword Fern, Polystichum munitum, tips are making 
music and showing love for their fellow fronds along the 
Frances Shrader Old Growth Trail, located off Jerry's Flat Road.   

The short hike of the Frances Shrader Old Growth Trail #1172 
loop, is one of the best opportunities to see an old-growth forest 
close to the coast, providing botanical observation, interpretive 
opportunities, solitude, and wildflower viewing opportunities. 

Dedicated to Frances Shrader, longtime employee of the Forest 
Service, this interpretive trail is an excellent outdoor learning 
experience. Some of the Northwest's largest hardwoods and 
stately old-growth Douglas-fir trees are found on this loop trail! 
The coniferous forest here is dense, lush and green. Several of 
the old trees show fire scars from flames which burned the area 
many years ago, but the trees' thick bark protected them from 
serious harm. The trail has a gentle slope suitable for all ages, 
with two benches and two picnic tables tucked along its length. 

A free guide is available specifically for the trail, outlining in detail 
the natural attractions it offers. 

 

 

 

How do you eat sword ferns? There is probably a pot of sword ferns in any  
number of businesses and lobbies near you. Gently pull the fern root 
mass 
 out of the pot and look for tubers. If it is a sword fern ( Nephrolepis) and it  
has tubers, it is edible.  

 

Side Dish: Sautéed Fiddlehead Ferns 
Fiddlehead Ferns are the curled fronds of the young, firm fern plant and are usually  
harvested in the Spring.  

Ingredients 
1 pound fiddlehead ferns, ends snapped 2 tablespoons olive oil 2 cloves garlic, thinly  
sliced 1 shallot, thinly sliced 1 teaspoon freshly cracked black pepper squeeze of  
1/2 lemon pinch of finishing salt when serving 

Instructions 
Fill a large stockpot with enough water to cover the fiddleheads. Bring water to a boil  
and add a pinch or two of salt. Once boiling, add the fiddleheads and boil for 4 minutes. 
 Drain fiddleheads and set aside, patting dry, if necessary. In a large skillet, heat olive oil  
 til hot but not smoking. Add garlic and shallot and sauté about 1 minute before adding  
fiddleheads. Add the fiddleheads and sauté 3 to 5 minutes, adding pepper and lemon  

while sautéing. Serve with your favorite protein like baked halibut, chicken or pork tenderloin  
or with a protein-rich side dish like quinoa. Add a pinch of finishing salt like grey sea salt. 
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LAURIE LEE’S SUMMER ADVENTURES 

S u m m e r  G r e e t i n g s !  Six months have gone by already and I am looking forward to the activities planned during the warm months.  Next week, I 
will be at Lobster Creek camp organizing a whimsical plant and bug scavenger hunt with volunteer Dave Sanders. 

Plant Clinic has been going well. Newcomer David Denney is a natural! Our custom lightweight feather flag arrived this past week so we can now take 
advantage of the local wind and grab the attention of passersby.  A weed pulling is being planned at the county fairgrounds to get the flower beds looking 
great for the county fair next month, and the CCMG booth will be selling plants in addition to being a resource table during fair.  This will be a great way 
to start selling on the property in anticipation of the future teaching greenhouse and demonstration gardens! 

While I was recently visiting potential outreach areas in the Northern end of the county, Dragonfly Nursery invited us to have a free booth at their summer 
Friday and Sunday events. Langlois, Sixes, and Port Orford all have community members interested in taking next year’s training class. 

It was also a pleasure to meet Michelle Prudden at Brookings High School and get a tour of their school “The Bridge Garden” that is continuing to be 
developed.  Michelle was very enthusiastic about both that garden as well as Little Bear Patch and would welcome help in the gardens. The Bridge 
Garden will be a volunteer opportunity once the school year starts back up.  During the summer on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday mornings a 
teacher and a student worker are present as a resource for any who can help in Little Bear Patch that is kept as a pollinator garden.  It would be 
wonderful to have a weeding party at Little Bear Patch soon.  Julia and I also met with the Kalmiopsis Vice Principal, Nick Chapman,  who has an 
interest in working in the garden as well.  It is great to see this opportunity in Brookings so members can volunteer around their work hours. 

I hope to see you all over the summer and appreciate you.  

 

 

:  “New Plant Clinic Flag” with Kelly Jacobsen, Jeffrie Hall, Ginny Knox, Lori 

Phelan, Ali Van Otterloo, Julia Bott, Michelle Arnold, Laurie Lee Bartlett and 
Debbie Richter 

 

 

PREPARING FOR THE STRAWBERRY FEST with Annika Bratton, 
Cathy Boden, and Julia Bott 

 

PREPARING FOR THE STRAWBERRY FEST with Geri Sanford, 
Jeffrie Hall, and Debianne Harpole 
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   JULY GARDENING TIPS 

Maintenance and cleanup 

 If you want a green lawn, water frequently during periods of heat and drought stress. Irrigate a quarter inch four to six times per week from June through 
August. Measure your water use by placing an empty tuna can where your irrigation water lands. 

 Mound soil up around the base of your potato plants. Gather and eat a few "new" potatoes from each hill when plants begin to flower. 
 To reduce evaporation, water vegetable and flower gardens in the early morning. Water the soil rather than leaves to reduce disease. Water deeply and 

infrequently to encourage root growth. 
 Pay careful attention to watering and feeding hanging baskets of flowers or vegetable plantings during extended periods of hot weather. 
 Weed and fertilize rhubarb and asparagus beds. A mulch of compost or rotted cow manure works well as fertilizer. Water deeply to develop crowns for next 

year. 
 Mulch with paper, plastic, sawdust, etc. to conserve soil moisture. 
 Stake tall-growing flowering plants such as delphinium, hollyhocks, and lupine. Stake tomatoes as necessary. 
 Make compost of lawn clippings and garden plants that are ready to be recycled. Do not use clippings if lawn has been treated with herbicide, including "weed-

and-feed" products. Do not compost diseased plants unless you are using the "hot compost" method (120 degrees to 150 degrees F). 

Planting and propagation 

 Beets, bush beans, carrots, cauliflower, broccoli, lettuce, kale and peas planted in midsummer provide fall and winter crops. Get more tips on what to plant now 
in Fall and Winter Vegetable Gardening in the Pacific Northwest. 

 Dig spring bulbs when tops have died down; divide and store or replant. 

 Oregon Coast: First planting of Chinese cabbage, kohlrabi, and rutabagas. 

Pest monitoring and management 

 Use chemical controls only when necessary and only after thoroughly reading the pesticide label. Consider cultural controls first, then physical and biological 
controls. Choose the least-toxic options (insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils, botanical insecticides, and organic and synthetic pesticides), and use them 
judiciously. 

 Control hollyhock rust by sanitation, picking affected leaves, or spraying with a registered fungicide. Read and follow label directions. 
 Watch for cutworm damage in garden. In July, climbing cutworms become a problem and large portions of foliage will begin to disappear on established plants. 

Use barriers, remove by hand, use beneficial nematodes when soil temperature is above 55 degrees F, or spray with Bt-k according to label directions. 
 Late July: Begin to monitor for early and late blight on tomatoes. Correct by pruning for air circulation, picking off affected leaves, and/or treat with approved 

fungicide. See this article for more information on common tomato problems. 
 Place traps to catch adult apple maggot flies. You can use pheromone traps to monitor presence of pests. 
 July 10: Spray filbert trees for filbertworm, as necessary. 
 July 10-15: Spray peach and prune trees for peach tree borer and peach twig borer, as necessary. 
 July 17-23: Third spray for codling moth in apple and pear trees, as necessary. 
 Cover blueberry bushes with netting to keep birds from eating the entire crop. 
 Monitor camellias, holly and maple trees for scale insects. Treat if necessary. 
 Monitor rhododendrons for adult root weevils. Look for fresh evidence of feeding (notching). Try sticky trap products on plant trunks to trap adult weevils. 

Manage root weevils with beneficial nematodes (if soil temperature is above 55 degrees F). If root weevils are a consistent problem, consider removing plants 
and choosing resistant varieties. 

 Spider mites can become a problem on ornamental plants, vegetables and fruit plants during hot, dry weather. Watch for dusty-looking foliage, loss of color and 
the presence of tiny mites. Wash infested areas with water or spray with appropriate pesticides. For more information visit the PNW Insect Management 
Handbook Landscape Pests - Spider Mites. 

 Continue monitoring raspberry, blackberry, blueberry, cherry and other plants that produce soft fruits and berries for spotted wing drosophila. If the flies are 
present, use an integrated and least-toxic approach to manage the pests. Learn how to monitor for drosophila flies and larval infestations in fruit. 

 Check leafy vegetables for caterpillars. Remove caterpillars as they appear. Use Bt-k, if necessary. 
 Remove cankered limbs from fruit and nut trees for control of diseases such as apple anthracnose and bacterial canker of stone fruit. Sterilize tools before each 

new cut. 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1521/html
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/vegetables/growing-potatoes-willamette-valley
https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/tips-gardening-extreme-heat
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/documents/12281/wateringtips.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1629
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/collection/composting-publications-resources-plans
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/pnw548
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/news/tomato-lovers-grow-best-recognizing-solving-common-problems
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec631
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec631
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec631
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec631
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1304
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/news/control-sneaky-root-weevils-beneficial-nematodes
https://pnwhandbooks.org/insect/hort/landscape/common/landscape-spider-mite
https://pnwhandbooks.org/insect/hort/landscape/common/landscape-spider-mite
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9021
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/ec819.pdf
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monthly meetings 3rd Tuesday, 10 am to noon in Gold Beach, OR 
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June 2022 Brambles 

Have you seen the Curry County Master Gardeners 
website?   
 
The Brambles is usually posted here by the second 
of the month:  
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/newsletter/brambles 

The last Monday of the month is the cut-off date 
for submitting articles for the Brambles.  Email them 
to Cathe Barter umpqua.bart@gmail.com 
 
This is your newsletter, if you have something to 
share please send it in. We will make every effort to 
include it. 

Thanks to all of you who generously contributed to 
this edition of the Brambles.  All submissions are 
gladly considered. 

Curry County Master Gardeners Association 
PO Box 107 

Gold Beach, OR   97444 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials 
without discrimination based on age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, marital status, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran’s status.  Oregon State University 

Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

 

CCMGA Officers for 2022 
President    …………. Jul ia Bot t  

Vice President………  Ginny Knox 

Secretary…………….  V a c a n t  

Treasurer…………….  Tom Kerr 

OMG State Rep……    Debbie Carroll & Ali Van Otterloo 

Newsletter Editor…...   Cathe Barter 

Historian…………….    Cathe Barter 

Past President……….  Julia Bott 

OSU Education Asst…   Laurie Lee Bartlett 
                           1  -  8 00 - 35 6 - 39 8 6  
 

To contact officers, leave a message at the Extension 

office 1-800-356-3986 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/OSUExtCurryMG
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/newsletter/brambles
mailto:bgfitts@gmail.com
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