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BLAME IT ON THE WEATHER

~ JULIA BOTT

The weather – great for small talk and as an excuse. As I write this, one day after the due date, I’m blaming the
weather. It’s just been too darn nice (finally) to spend any time in front of the computer. The garden beckons and
the trails are calling.
Plant clinics have started. Many of the questions can be answered by the weather. The late rains, hail, and
snow were not kind to fruit trees, outside ornamentals, and hot weather garden crops. The weather was good for
the slugs and probably caused a run on cheap beer at the local stores. The rain and longer days were also the
perfect conditions for weeds. Luckily, the same weather also made pulling those weeds a bit easier. The weed
pulling gave us something to do as we bided our time trying not to plant too soon.
The weather turned out to be pretty nice, with only a few early showers and no wind, on the day of the Annual
Plant Sale. Given the number of canopies set up at the sale, the lack of wind was really fortunate and
appreciated. The weather the day before – set-up day – wasn’t as cooperative and the people setting up did get
wet. But as Deb Carroll quipped, “We’re Master Gardeners and Oregonians.” We donned our rain gear and
made it happen.
Shout outs to Debbie Carroll and Ali VanOtterloo for their lead in this effort, to Ginny Knox working publicity, and
the 3 vegetable musketeers: Debbie Richter, Michelle Arnold, and Lori Phelan. Thanks to everyone who spent
time in the greenhouse and those who helped that weekend. There were a lot of happy gardeners in the
community after the sale! Thanks to the sale, CCMGA will be able to continue our support for school gardens,
library education programs, adult gardening classes, plant clinic and the building of a new teaching greenhouse
on the Curry County Fairgrounds.
What are you doing now that we are enjoying the longer days of late spring? Share the virtual beauty and
bounty of your garden with your fellow Master Gardner volunteers by sending pictures and captions to the
Brambles.
In between getting your own hands dirty, check out the upcoming volunteer activities. Your help can inspire the
love of nature and gardening in our community’s youth and help adult gardeners nurture their own beauty and
bounty.
Thanks for all you do to make the Curry County Master Gardener Association a go-to source for gardening
information and locally grown plants.
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ANNUAL PLANT SALE
Contact Ali VanOtterloo or Debbie Carroll
Our annual CCMGA Plant Sale was attended by more than 400
shoppers, and raised more than $8,000 for our organization. This year’s
set up was all outdoors, with perennials in the courtyard, succulents in
the greenhouse, and veggies in the breezeway west of the greenhouse.
With rain in the forecast, 16 pop up canopies were erected to protect
shoppers and volunteers, after which not a drop of rain fell!
While we had a long line at the cashier, most shoppers seemed pleased
with the offerings, and were patient with the process. A survey was
available at the cashier; we received mostly positive feedback, along
with some useful suggestions for future sales.
To all the volunteers who worked to make this happen, a heartfelt thank
you for all the great work and coordination. Our volunteers really rolled
with the punches, seeing what adjustment were needed as we went,
and jumping in to just make it happen!
We are taking a brief breath while we tidy the greenhouse, and will soon
start propagating and planning for next year. We are still at the
greenhouse every Tuesday from noon till about 2 pm, please join us
anytime if you would like to get involved!

Busy cashier

RILEY CREEK GARDEN
Annika Bratton
annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org, 541-373-3050
SLOW START AT RILEY CREEK SCHOOL GARDEN
The late season rains were great for the slugs but not so great for the
planting the spring garden. And what did get planted provided a feast for
the slugs. The weather also forced those planning educational activities
to get creative.
The third graders, led by Annika Bratton of Curry Watersheds
Partnership, spent their rainy days indoors making garden journals. On
the dry days, but still too muddy to plant, the students adopted beds and
honed their observation skills, recording the plants and bugs found in
their adopted beds. For the rest of the school year, they will be observing
the changes occurring in their beds. As the weather became nicer, the
students working with Annika, Cathy Boden and John Shipp, and
community and Master Gardener volunteers, started transplanting starts
into their beds.
The two classes of second graders, led by Master Gardener volunteers,
made gardens in a glove. This is an exercise that allows the students to
see the germination process unfold. Seeds in a moist cotton ball are
placed into a glove finger. The students’ gloves are taped to a window,
and they watch and record what happens over the next 2 weeks. For
comparison, some gloves are also placed in a dark corner or closet.
During the recent nice day, the second graders finally got to work in the
garden, harvesting lettuce and planting onion sets. Nineteen large bags
of lettuce went home with the students. Quite a few spittle bugs went
home too. Most of the students were really excited to learn about the
spittle bugs. However, some students just don’t like bugs.
To close this school year, 2 mini–Strawberry Festivals are planned –
June 2 for the third graders and June 3 for the second graders. There
are 2 classes of second graders, so we’ll have 40 students on June 3. All
Master Gardener volunteers are welcome to help. (A Master Gardener
volunteer who only helps with a youth special event up to 3 times a year
does not need an OSU background check.) There will be lettuce wraps,
strawberry shortcake, and various fun activities for the students and their
parents, grandparents, or other adult family member.
Starting in July, the garden will be open to students every Friday
morning. This is a fun volunteer opportunity. More details will be shared
as plans are refined.
Customers lining up to attend plant sale
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Curry County Master GardenerTM Association
Membership Meeting Minutes, Tuesday May 17, 2022
Attendees: Julia Bott, Tom Kerr, Laurie Lee Bartlett, Ginny Knox, Ali VanOtterloo, Lori Phelan, Anne Gerdts, Kelly Jacobsen, Debbie Carroll,
Diane St. Marie, Dave Sanders, Tim Lyons, Annika Bratton (Curry Watersheds Partnership)
1. Introductions
2. Minutes were approved for April 2022 meeting.
3. Business Items
A. President’s report – Julia Bott
i. Bylaws, standing rules
Kelly Jacobsen and Jeffrie Hall revised the Bylaws and Standing Rules documents as required every three years. Proposed
changes and questions for the Bylaws were discussed and changes made. Kelly is incorporating the changes and a new version will be sent
two weeks prior to the June meeting for approval.
ii. Nominating Committee
Julia noted that all of the board members are on their second and last year, and we will need to have a nominating committee in
September. Keep it on the radar.
B. Vice- President’s report – Ginny Knox
i. Awards- The annual awards for CCMGA were submitted to OSU on May 15th. Award recipients are honored at the mini-college.
We will celebrate our awards for the CCMGA Master Gardener Volunteer of the Year and the Behind the Scenes Master Gardener
Volunteer of the Year at our summer gathering this year.
C. Treasurer’s report – Tom Kerr
i. Financial statements
ii. Plant sale net (after expenses) $7151.94
D. State Rep’s report – Ali Van Otterloo & Deb Carroll
OMGA is requesting items for the auction at mini-college in the amount of $250. Ali moved that we donate $100 plus a $50 gift
certificate from Jerry’s Jet Boats. Lori P. seconded and the motion passed.
E. OSU Report – Laurie Lee Bartlett
Laurie is looking for volunteers to help with an activity at the 4H camp on Wednesday, June 29. 9AM-Noon at Lobster Creek
Campsite.
4. Committee Reports
A. Plant Sale/Greenhouse – Debbie Carroll & Ali Van Otterloo
i. May Plant Sale
-Net proceeds $7151.94
-Survey from plant sale attendees gives us direction for plants to offer next year
-Survey coming for plant sale volunteers
-Over $400 donated to new greenhouse via “round up” option when checking out at the sale
-We will sell remaining plants at the Curry County Fair. Debbie C. will get permits, and Julia will take care of the vendor paperwork and fees.
ii. Update on demonstration greenhouse and garden at Event Center at the Beach
-Waiting for a plan from the Event Center architect to identify details of the site for the greenhouse and demonstration garden. A committee
will be formed once there is more work for committee.
B. Plant Clinic –
i. updates and comments from people working plant clinics
-Now being done in Laurie Lee’s office. Procedures for use of the computers, phone, and personal devices is being created. Data
entry has some glitches that is still being figured out.
ii. Weekend Plant Clinic dates and locations- Julia is still looking for Saturday volunteers
C. Seed to Supper – No Program in 2022
D. Riley Creek – Julia Bott/Lori Phelan
i. Budget request for strawberry fest - $200 Approved
We have to purchase strawberries due to rain
Stations will be used for assorted activities to keep the groups small enough
ii. Grant request for worm bins - Annika Bratton, Curry Watersheds Partnership
A community member proposed making four worm bins: one for Driftwood Elementary School garden (Port Orford), one for the Head
Start garden (Port Orford), one or two for Riley Creek though one could go to Buffington Park community garden instead for a cost of $2224.
Discussion of needs and options led to a request to continue the discussion at our June meeting, allowing Annika and our volunteers time to do
some research and seek other bids. Ali V. noted that it could help our visibility and presence in the community, especially in Port Orford.
E. ABC Preschool– Ruth Patton (no program at this time)
F. Dig Your Library – Julia Bott (no program at this time)
G. Kalmiopsis School Garden –Jeffrie Hall (no report)
H. Curry County Seed Library – Julia Bott/ Jeffrie Hall/ Ruth Patton
Julia noted that the library is discussing the location of the seed cabinet now that they have re-opened.
Minutes taken by Ginny Knox, Vice President
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Upcoming Continuing Education, Events and Volunteer Opportunities
Links to CCMGA Volunteer Opportunities Calendar and OSU Volunteer Reporting Page
Three important links for you are the continuing education website, volunteer opportunities calendar, and the website for reporting your
volunteer hours and continuing education hours.
Continuing Education Opportunities
Growing Oregon Gardeners: Level Up Series 2022
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022
Clackamas County Master Gardeners 10 Minute University
https://clackamascountymastergardeners.org/10-minute-university/
The online classes that this year’s training class members are taking. You need to register via the link below to have the Canvas course
sent to you when it becomes active. If you took any of the Thinkific Elevated Skills last year, you should already have an Ideal-logic log in.
https://apps.ideal-logic.com/osuextension
July 29-30, 2022: Master Gardener Mini-College will be held at the Alumni Center, on the OSU Campus in Corvallis. More details to come.
Other options for continuing education will be provided by Laurie Bartlett as they are identified.
Recording Your Volunteer and Continuing Education Hours
To be certified for 2023, MGs will need at least 20 hours of volunteer time (10 hours must be public education related – indirect or
direct) and 10 hours of continuing education between Nov 1, 2021 and Oct 31, 2022. Please record your hours in the existing system. It is
not changing in 2022. https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu
Great information to you determine how to record your volunteer activities.
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/documents/18581/newcategories2016.pdf
Find Out Volunteer and Continuing Education Opportunities
Check out our Curry County Master Gardener Calendar for opportunities.
Link is: https://teamup.com/ks41483529a4db6410
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Plant Clinic – Wednesdays from 10-2 at the Extension office and Saturdays based on volunteers’ schedules. Please sign-up on calendar
Riley Creek School – Help with the Strawberry Festivals!
** 20 Third graders on Thursday, June 2 10-noon, contact Annika Bratton, 541-373-3050 or annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org
**40 Second Graders on June 3, 10-noon, contact Julia Bott 650.520.5673 or jbott@batnet.com
4-H Camp Activity at Lobster Creek – Wednesday, June 29. 9AM-Noon Contact Laurie Lee Bartlett laurie.bartlett@oregonstate.edu
Curry County Fair Booth – Wednesday July 27 to Saturday July 30. Staff our booth, providing information and selling plants. We’ll be located
right outside the Floral Hall and flower and vegetable exhibits. Sign-up on calendar.

ONE TIME ACTIVITIES
June 17-18, 2022: Master Gardener Mini-College will be held at the Alumni Center, on the OSU Campus in Corvallis. More
details to come.
Curry County Fair – Volunteers will be needed to staff a booth at the Fair July 27-31.
Art and Garden Tour – The Manly Art Center in Brookings would like to partner with us on a ticketed event involving 3
gardens and 3 studios in the late spring. Julia Bott is the lead volunteer.
Ascend Youth Program at the Curry County Public Library – The program coordinator has requested that Master
Gardeners help with one or two classes about gardening and house plants in the spring.
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HOW TO FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON
Contact Julia Bott, find us on Facebook: Curry County Master GardenersOSU Extension
THE BRAMBLES NEWSLETTER
Emailed to active members and on
www: http/extension.oregonstate.edu.curry
Editor, Cathe Barter at umpqua.bart@gmail.com
BOARD MEETINGS are monthly 3rd Tuesday from 10 am to noon
OSU Extension (Gold Beach)
2930 Ellensburg Avenue, Gold Beach, meeting room
{No Meetings in August or December}
Visit these sites to volunteer:
GOLD BEACH HIGH SCHOOL GREENHOUSE
29316 Ellensburg (at the rear of school)
Contacts: Deb Carroll 541-813-1820 da_carroll@charter.net
and Ali Van Otterloo 925-788-6684 alivanotterloo@gmail.com
*Annual Plant Sale Project* spoken here
RILEY CREEK GARDEN
94350 6th Street, Gold Beach
Annika Bratton - 541-373-3050
annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org

DIG YOUR LIBRARY ~ Julia Bott
Chetco Community Public Library Annex
402 Alder St, Brookings. Contact Julia Bott jbott@batnet.com or tele,
650.520.5673

The Dig Your Library youth gardening programs at the Chetco
Community Public Library are uncertain for 2022. There may be some
volunteer opportunities.

CURRY COUNTY SEED LIBRARY –
Please plant a row for your local food bank or community kitchen.
The Seed Library cabinet is now available to the public. It is at the
Chetco Public Library in the Makers Space room. For more information,
please contact Julia Bott at 650.520.5673 or jbott@batnet.com or check
out the Curry County Seed Library on Facebook.

you?

Secretary position remains VACANT.
Great looking veggies!

DIG YOUR LIBRARY ~ Julia Bott
Chetco Community Public Library Annex
402 Alder Street, Brookings
Contact Julia Bott jbott@batnet.com or telephone 650.520.5673
CURRY COUNTY SEED LIBRARY –
Currently, the seed library is available only upon request, contact Lynette
McPherson at lmc97415@gmail.com. For more information, please
contact Julia Bott at 650.520.5673 or jbott@batnet.com or check out the
Curry County Seed Library on Facebook.
ABC PRESCHOOL
543 Hemlock St, Brookings
Contact Sherry Baum & Ruth Patton
LITTLE BEAR PATCH GARDEN AT KALMIOPSIS SCHOOL
650 Easy Street, Brookings, Contact vacant, 541-469-7417

Customers entering courtyard

SHOP AND GIVE BACK TO CCMGA!
CCMGA has completed two "REWARD" program applications! This is your
chance to give to our non-profit organization through your daily purchases.
The 1st rewards program is smile.amazon.com. If you have an Amazon
account and purchase products from Amazon, connecting your account to
Smile.amazon is easy. Go to smile.amazon.com and log in to your account.
You will be asked which charity/non-profit you would like to support. You will
find MANY Master Gardener Associations, so PLEASE select Master
Gardener Association, Gold Beach, Oregon. It is on page three or four of their
list of Master Gardener Assn. Then make your purchases...it is that simple.
Amazon smile will donate .05% of your qualified purchase to CCMGA by
direct deposit.
The 2nd rewards program is with Fred Meyer simply linking your Fred Meyer
Rewards card with Curry County Master Gardener Assn., Gold Beach, OR.
Set up a new account or sign into your existing account at fredmeyer.com,
click on the ‘Fred Meyer Community Rewards’ link at the bottom of the page,
type in ‘Curry County Master Gardener Assn.’ or the number ‘85441’, choose
our organization, and click on ‘Enroll.’
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RILEY CREEK NEWS
Gloves were pre-labeled with seed names. 40 gloves ready to be filled.
Test glove started a few days before class activity to show the students
what to expect. The seeds, gloves, and cotton balls were provided by
Agriculture in the Classroom, a nationwide educational program
designed to help students develop an awareness and understanding
that agriculture is the source of our food, clothing, shelter and other
essentials. Herm the worm is all googly-eyed watching how to make
a garden glove.

Showing how to do a garden glove
garden gloves ready for planting

THE CURRY COUNTY FAIR brings many
opportunities for Master GardenerTM Volunteers.
Do you grow award winning produce? Know the secret to the
best apple pie? If you do, think about becoming an exhibitor at
the Curry County Fair, July 27-30, 2022. If you’d like to, entry
day for static (non-livestock) exhibits is MONDAY JULY 25th
from 10:00 AM – 7:00 PM. Just go to the Fairgrounds and
drop off your entry – easy peasy! You will need to fill out an
Exhibitor Entry Form and the appropriate tag(s), depending on
what you are entering. Find out more at
https://eventcenteronthebeach.com/exhibitor-information.
There will also be 2 Master Gardener volunteer opportunities
associated with the Fair. We will have an information table
and pop-up plant clinic during the fair. Please think about
signing up for a shift.
Our sister organization, 4-H, may ask for help judging their
entries. Please contact Ruth Dixon if you are interested at
541-247-6672 or ruth.dixon@oregonstate.edu.
And, if you really love being a part of the County Fair, consider
helping out as a Fair volunteer. Call 541-247-4541 or email
curryfair@gmail.com.

Seeds in a garden glove
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LAVENDER FLOWER BOXES
AT EVENT CENTER AT THE BEACH.
~Laurie Lee Bartlett
The Curry County Master Gardener™ Association donated lavender
starts to help beautify the flower boxes at the Event Center at the
Beach. The lavender was planted by the 4H Shoot Gold Archery
club. They sent CCMGA a thank-you card.
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JUNE GARDENING TIPS
Planning
Construct trellises for tomatoes, cucumbers, pole beans and vines.
Maintenance and cleanup
Prune lilacs, forsythia, rhododendrons and azaleas after bloom.
Fertilize vegetable garden one month after plants emerge by applying a side dressing alongside rows.
Harvest thinnings from new plantings of lettuce, onion and chard.
Pick ripe strawberries regularly to avoid fruit-rotting diseases.
Use organic mulches to conserve soil moisture in ornamental beds. An inch or two of sawdust, bark dust or composted leaves will minimize loss of water through evaporation.
After normal fruit drop of apples, pears and peaches in June, consider thinning the remainder to produce a crop of larger fruit.
Make sure raised beds receive enough water for plants to avoid drought stress.
Mid-June: If green lawns are being maintained through the summer, apply 1 pound nitrogen per 1,000 square feet to lawns.
Central Oregon and higher elevations of eastern Oregon: Frost can still be a concern during cold nights. Protect young vegetables from frost by having row cover (frost cloth) on
hand. Place over crops when needed. Use season extenders, such as walls of water, around tomatoes and other tender plants.
If you want a green lawn, water frequently during periods of heat and drought stress. Irrigate 0.25 inches four to six times per week from June through August. Measure your water
use by placing an empty tuna can where your irrigation water lands.
Planting and propagation
Plant dahlias and gladioli.
Pest monitoring and management
Use chemical controls only when necessary and only after thoroughly reading the pesticide label. First consider cultural, then physical and biological controls. Choose the leasttoxic options, and use them judiciously. Some examples include insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils, botanical insecticides, and organic and synthetic pesticides.
Central Oregon and high elevations of eastern Oregon: Manage weeds while they are small and actively growing with light cultivation or herbicides. Once the weed has gone to
bud, herbicides are less effective.
First week: Spray cherry trees for cherry fruit fly, as necessary, if fruit is ripening.
First week: Spray for codling moth in apple and pear trees, as necessary. Continue use of pheromone traps for insect pest detection.
Learn to identify beneficial insects and plant some insectary plants, — such as alyssum, Phacelia, coriander, candytuft, sunflower, yarrow and dill — to attract them to your garden.
Check with local nurseries for best selections. For more information, see Encouraging Beneficial Insects in Your Garden.
Blossoms on squash and cucumbers begin to drop; this is nothing to worry about. Cherries may also drop fruit; this is not a major concern.
Monitor azaleas, primroses and other broadleaf ornamentals for adult root weevils. Look for fresh evidence of feeding (notching at leaf edges). Try sticky trap products on plant
trunks to trap adult weevils. Protect against damaging the bark by applying the sticky material on a 4-inch wide band of poly sheeting or burlap wrapped around the trunk. Mark
plants now and manage root weevils with beneficial nematodes when soil temperatures are above 55 degrees F. If root weevils are a consistent problem, consider removing plants
and choosing resistant varieties.
Control garden weeds by pulling, hoeing or mulching.
Control aphids on vegetables as needed by hosing off with water or by using insecticidal soap or a registered insecticide.
Watch for 12-spotted beetles on beans, cucumbers and squash and cabbage worms or flea beetles in cole crops (cabbage, broccoli, Brussels sprouts). Remove the pests by hand
or treat with registered pesticides.
Birch trees dripping a sticky fluid from their leaves means that aphids are present. Control as needed.
Use yellow sticky traps to monitor for cherry fruit fly. About 1 week after the first fly is caught, spray cherries at appropriate intervals.
Last week: Second spray for codling moth in apple and pear trees, as necessary.
Continue monitoring blueberry, strawberry, cherry and other plants that produce soft fruits and berries for spotted wing drosophila. If these pests are present, use an integrated and
least toxic approach to manage the pests. To learn how to monitor and manage spotted wing drosophila.
Indoor gardening
Move houseplants outdoors for cleaning, grooming, repotting and summer growth.
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Have you seen the Curry County Master Gardeners
website?
The Brambles is usually posted here by the second
of the month:

CCMGA Officers for 2022
President …………. Julia Bott
Vice President……… Ginny Knox

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/newsletter/brambles

Secretary……………. V a c a n t

The last Monday of the month is the cut-off date
for submitting articles for the Brambles. Email them
to Cathe Barter umpqua.bart@gmail.com

Treasurer……………. Tom Kerr

This is your newsletter, if you have something to
share please send it in. We will make every effort to
include it.
Thanks to all of you who generously contributed to
this edition of the Brambles. All submissions are
gladly considered.

OMG State Rep…… Debbie Carroll & Ali Van Otterloo
Newsletter Editor…... Cathe Barter
Historian……………. Cathe Barter
Past President………. Julia Bott
OSU Education Asst… Laurie Lee Bartlett
1 - 800-356-3986
To contact officers, leave a message at the Extension
office 1-800-356-3986

Curry County Master Gardeners Association
monthly meetings 3rd Tuesday, 10 am to noon in Gold Beach, OR

www.facebook.com/OSUExtCurryMG

Curry County Master Gardeners Association
PO Box 107
Gold Beach, OR 97444

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials
without discrimination based on age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, marital status,
national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran’s status. Oregon State University
Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

